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Cemeteries’ Ad War Another Coast WH TE COLL ARS 
Novelty; Class Distinctions aud S. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

Billboard war is on between local 
cemeteries, which have added 24- 
sheeting to their methods of selling 
the virtues of the various burial 
places. 

Comparing with cigarette and 
amusement advertising, the bDill- 
boards now enhance the nightly 
radio broadcasts, newspaper adver- 
tising and the mailed literature that 
haunts Los Angelenos at every turn 
to keep them conscious that even- 
tually their time will come to 
occupy six feet and not know it. 

Running cemeteries apparently is 
the one live business left in South- 
ern California, judging from the ad- 
vertising campaigns and various 
forms of burial solicitations which 
slap one in the face here, 

Dry Hereafter 

‘Nice warm soil—no seepage,’ is 
the catchline on one of the 24- 
sheets, to remind the dead-ones-to- 
be that burial in this particular 
cemetery means a dry hereafter. 
Other billboards boast of the near- 
ness to arterial traffic—no trouble 
at all to reach. 

S. a. is brought in to help sell 
the burial lots. This is in the form 
of statuary of undraped femmes, 
supposedly copies of the old mast- 
ers, that adorn theatre programs to 
catch the eye. These statues are 
pictures of the real things that 
stand out in the cemeteries to 
beautify the burying grounds and 
remind the bald headed row that 
it wouldn’t be such a bad idea to 
spend those quiet days to come 
resting among such attractive 
femme figures. 

But the chief selling point is at- 
tractiveness of thé grounds, and, 
true to Hollywood real estate de- 
velopment, you don’t fit anywhere 
socially unless you go for a corner 
lot or a grave on a hillside. Or so 
the cemetery salesmen claim. 


IST RADIO PLAY TAKEN 
FOR PICTURES BY FOX 


Holiywood, Jan. 11. 

First play written directly for 
radio and to be bought by a studio 
is ‘Trial of Vivienne Ware,’ by Ken- 
neth Ellis. Fox will do it. 

Script was given serial production 
Via broadcasting over several sta- 
tions with a strong newspaper tieup. 

Gag was for listeners to form a 
jury and send in their verdict to 
the newspaper co-operating in that 


section, with prizes to the best 
Buessers. 














2 Best Producers 





Without being rivals even at 
long distance, E. V. Richards 
of New Orleans is shortly 
destined to be tied as the show 
business’ best producer by Jo- 
seph P. Kennedy. 

The Richards have nine chil- 
dren; the Kennedys have eight 
with the tie apt to occur by 
spring. 


DARROW NATURE FILM 
NEEDS TRICK BALLYHOO 


Believing that indie handling is 
better for freak pictures than or- 
ganized booking, Universal has 
turned ‘Mystery of Life’ back to its 
producer; Martin Kolb, for distri- 
bution purposes. U retains a per- 
centage interest in the film. 

Picture, a nature study, was 
dubbed with a lecture by Clarence 
Darrow and given first run in New 
York at the Cameo. Several more 
key city bookings didn’t pan with 
U deciding on trick handling. 


Trainer, Animals Starving; 
Solution?—Shoot Hyena 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Stranded in East St. Louis with 
his small animal show, David F. 
Maston was forced to shoot one of 
his hyenas, who attempted te de- 
vour his cage through hunger. 

Humane Society got hold of the 
remainder of the show and is hold- 
ing all the animals, pending in- 
vestigation. Maston is willing to 
turn his man eaters over to the 
zoo, but is unwilling to part with 
a collection of monkeys, although 
many requests have been received 
for them. 




















Ignore Television 


Birmingham, Jan. 11. 

Television failed to create any big 
excitement at the annual conven- 
tion of the American Association 
for Advancement of Science at New 
Orleans last week. It was described 
as still being a swaddled baby, and 
that engineers have only vague ideas 
as to just when it will be perfected. 

Quite a few of the delegates were 
not disappointed because television 
was discussed to any great extent 
at the annual confab. Exhibits of the 
latest developments of science were 
on hand and television was notably 
absent from the displays. 





PICK B'WAY LINE 


Won’t Go Downtown Where 
Bed, Food and Clothing Is 
Offered—Bowery Is Tak- 
ing Care of Less Men 
Than in Years 








PSYCHO CLINIC 





A recognized paradox of the de- 
pression is that hard times are good 
times for the habitual bum. But 
no more vivid contrast of how the 
genuine victims of the depression 
suffer from their pride, while the 


lifelong labor dodgers remain com- 
pletely immune to that feeling, can 
be made than to visit the Bowery 
after first seeing Broadway bread- 
lines, the pitiful queues of shiver- 
ing and hungry men, and the way 
things in general are handled up- 
town. 

On the Bowery there is prodigality 
in the form of a full meal, bed, a 
warm mission room where the re- 
ligious element isn’t overly obtruded, 
an overcoat if needed, and some 
interest in the peculiar problems of 
each individual, This contrasts with 
the perfunctory handouts of a mug 


(Continued on page 45) 


Indecent Show 
Mor. Gets Year, 


Dancer 6 Mos. 


Altoona, Jan. 11. 

A. J. Schmerbeck of this city, 
charged with cenducting an inde- 
cent show and violating the state 
boxing commission act, was sen- 
tenced to serve one year in the 
workhouse and pay a $500 fine when 
he pleaded guilty to the charges in 
court last week. Sentence was a 
surprise in its severity. 
Jane Condrin, dancer in the show, 
was also sentenced to serve from 
three to six months in the county 
jail. 
Two others, jointly charged with 
Schmerbeck, are standing trial on 











similar charges this week, 





Kaiser’s ‘No’ 





Fox Newsreel’s scoop inter- 
view with the kaiser at his 
Doorn hideaway can’t be 
shown in Germany proper. 
Fox got the irterview with 
Wilhelm on the express un- 
derstanding that it wouldn't 
attempt to show it in the 
country which he formerly 
ruled. 

Former ruler okayed showing 
it in every other part of the 
world, however. 


42 GAGS CENSORED OUT 
OF ONE ACTOR’S TURN 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 


What probably represents a new 
high in stage censorship took place 
here last week when Roy Sedley, 
comedian, touring with one of those 
locally-produced WB units, had 42 
gags removed from his routine. 

Letters were sent to every house 
manager on the circuit listing the 
eliminations and warning them to 
see that Sedley sticks to the revised 
turn, 


LEAP YEAR RUSHERS 


Male Film Stars Being Proposi- 
tioned by Unknown Femmes 























Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Leap Year is only one week and 
a half old, but already a flock of 
nuts throughout the country have 
mailed in marriage proposals to a 
number of stars. 
So far 12 women are willing to 
marry Maurice Chevalier despite his 
wedded life has received plenty of 
publicity. Gary Cooper’s secretary 
claims the beanpole star has been 
propositioned six times since Jan. 
1 by mail, 

Robert Montgomery is another 
not without offers. And even Jim- 
my Durante is getting chances, 


Talking Scale 


Latest in weighing scales bor- 
rows from the mechanical pro- 
cesses ushered in with the talking 
picture era. 

A person now can step on a newly 
designed scale and have a voice tell 
how much they weigh. It follows 
up on those scales of recent years 
that print the age on a card for a 
permanent record, tell your fortune, 
ete, 








‘Mike Fright’ Terrorizes Many Celebs 
Into Silence Within Radio Studios 


Despite the advanced stage of 
radio, many celebs are unavailable 
to radio because of mike fright. 
They suffer from an unremovable 
fear of speaking to an unseen audi- 
ence. 

One of the best known celebs suf- 
fering from the fright complex is O. 
O. McIntyre. Radio has frequently 
tried to get this famous columnist 
on some broadcasts without success. 
Only recently O. O. turned down an 
offer from CBS to do 13 broadcasts 
on a big commercial hour. He is 
reported to have been offered $1,500 
per. 

Tallulah Bankhead after one radio 
“interview” with Radie Harris, 
swore off talking blind again. Clau- 
dette Colbert on her first broadcast 
nearly suffered nervous prostration 
and hasn’t been on the air since, 
She is now being coached, from re- 
port, for another radio appearance 
in the future, 

George M. Cohan is another celeb 
whom radio can‘t prevail upon to 
say a few words into the mike. His 
reason, though, is not known. Co- 
han has turned down plenty offers 
to say a few words on the air. Al- 
though tonight (12) he will be guest 
star for Ed Sullivan Gerardine time. 
, Paderewski, the pianist, is an- 
other celeb who refuses to broad- 
cast. He will not touch the ivories 
before a mike. He believes, it ia 
said, that radio hasn’t been de- 
veloped sufficiently to do his piano 
playing justice, 

: Beating the Fright 

One of the most unusual cases of 
mike fright and how it was over- 
come is the instance when Jesse 
Butcher, head of the CBS press de- 


(Continued on page 50) 


RUBIN’S WIFE SEES 
HIM OPERATED UPON 


Dr. J. Willis Amey operated on 
Benny Rubin at the Park West hos- 
pital last week for appendicitis, Mrs. 
Rubin being present through the 
surgical session by special permis- 
sion of the surgeon and the hos- 
pital. 

tubin will be out of the hospital 
some time this week, but the date 
with the medico interfered with that 
at the Palace next week. Operation 
also prevented the uptown break- 
in week of the new Palace show last 
week. Kubin is reported out of 
danger. 

Dr. Amey operated day and date 
with Rubin on Mrs. Andy Lewis for 
tumor. 



































—— 


= 2 heated came 
vv Pee Lae 





Sch ee a eee ee 



















































































3 
i 
: 
' 
i 








2 VARIETY 


PICTURES 





Tuesday, January 12, 1939 





Sel or Starve Routine Makes Fan 
Coast Bleodhounds 


———. - 





Mag Writers 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Tabloidia’s methods of uncovering 
dirt news and pictures have been 
taken up by some fan magaziue 
contributors go to any length 
to get private the picture 
greats. 

It’s got to be hot, say these con- 
tribs, who can’t crash the mags 
with any other kind of story. Every 
trick known to the tabloid reporter, 


who 
info on 


private detective, stool pigeon, na 3 2 oe 
ecryptologist or peeping tom is ing out of an apartment win- 
worked by these scribes who dow. The peasants asked him 

for an autograph on _ the 


wouldn’t stop at ‘do not disturb’ on 
a hotel bridal suite. 


Modern Routine 


They steal portraits, use candid 
cameras, work the friends of film 
names in various ways, pose as 
somebody else, talk te servants, 
beauty shop workers, milkmen and 
housepainters, and go at it keyhole- 
wise. 

Their methods are usually 
cessful, giving them a new angle on 
a player not supplied by any press 
agent. They are hurting, however, 
the. standing of regular fan mag 
contributors who are more straight- 
forward in getting data and poses. 
They are also giving a bad rep to 
the fan mags locally, although the 
rest of the world doesn’t know 
through what channels it is getting 
film mud. 

Swipe ‘Exclusive’ 

Recent instance of._a tab trick 
was the filching of a prominent 
player’s photograph which later ap- 
peared ‘exclusive’ in a fan mag. 
Actress had gone to a well known 
photographer for the picture, as she 
wanted it for private distribution 
among her friends. Only explana- 
tion was that the picture had been 
stolen from the photog’s gallery. 

Another recent occurrence was the 
interviewing of a ship’s doctor to 
get the info that a certain newly 
married star was to become a 
mother. When appearing in print 
it was news possibly even to the 
bride. 

Beauty shops had become such a 
big source of news to fan mag writ- 
ers that players and shop owners 
finally became wise. The players 
who had been jabbering easily 
while undergoing a treatment, like 
men in a barber shop, stopped tak- 
ing the marcel wavers into their 
confidence. Owners also told their 
employees to hear all they wanted, 
but not repeat it. Girls, however, 
can’t keep hot gossip in, and there 
is still plenty spilled beside hair 
oil. 


suc- 





Garbo’s Garbage 

Greta Garbo has been the target 
for most of these dust collectors. 
One young femme wanted some un- 
posed pictures of Garbo, so climbed 
a tree in the actress’ backyard with 
a camera slung over her shoulder. 
She used all the skill of a wild ani- 
mal photographer. After a long 
wait all the girl got was some pic- 
tures of wash hanging on the line 
and Garbo’s cook coming out the 
back door with the garbage. 

Knowing that actors can’t help 





Fame! 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Frank Tuttle, the bearded di- 
rector, was finally recognized 
as a celebrity at the preview of 
his ‘Reckless Age.’ 

Tuttle, who follows the Holly- 
wood custom of playing a bit 
in his own pictures, plays a 
crabby gent in ‘Age’ who is 
seen for a brief moment shout- 





strength of it, 


BOOZE AND THE ABSENT 
TREATMENT * DIVORCE 


Salem, Mass., Jan. 11. 

Mabel Albertson Ripley, stock and 
film actress, seeking a divorce in 
Probate court here, testified her 
husband's actions so upset her men- 
tally that she was unable to do any 
film work for a year. 

She and Harold Austin Wilson, 
publicity man, were married at 
Hollywood in 1924. The actress 
said her husband went in heavily 
for alcohol and abuse. 

Ripley did not contest his wife’s 
suit for divorce. She asked for the 
custody of their children, Patricia 
six, and George, five. Court with- 
held decision. 


M-G Drops Writers 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Phillip and Aimee Stewart, Brit- 
ish playwrighting team imported by 
Metro, failed to receive an exten- 
sion of their initial three months’ 
agreement, Couple had always 
worked in collaboration, but studio 
split them on different assignments. 

Harvey Gates has also faded from 
the M-G writing staff. 


U’s Tom Brown Gets $50 
Idle and $150 Working 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

Tom Brown, 18-year-old actor, 
tied by Universal for ‘Sons of the 
Legion,’ gets $50 a week retainer 
and $150 during the picture if made. 
Should the picture not start by 
May 7 it’s all off except the option 
for 20 weeks at $150. Option 
coupons run to seven years with a 
top $2,000. 

Contract is up for cour’. approval, 
together with Hall Roach’s ticket 
for Edward Morgan, 19, who had a 
whirl at Warners last year. Mor- 
gan starts at $75 for the first 25- 
week year, but his consideration for 
the usual Roach 30-day termination 
clause is 52 payments of $95. Con- 
tract is for five years with a $500 
plus $50 windup. 




















LOWE-ERWIN EAST 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 





talking about each other is used to 
advantage by the tab story horde. 
They pick out best friends or ene- 
mies of a name player and get all 
the choice hearsay, 

Present vogue seems to be for un- 
posed pictures of the sort that are 
far from flattering or dignified. 


Being on their own in getting the 


story, with no pay unless accepted, 
these mag writers will go to greater 


extremes than many tab reporters. 
If they have ethics they may not 


eat next week. 


10 Weeks, but No Work 


Adrian Samish, young legit actor, 
is in New York after 10 weeks in 
Hollywood with Fox, 

Actor was engaged for juves, but 
wasn’t used in any pictures. 








Youngster’s First Break 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Mae Madison, local schoolgirl and 
graduate of Warner’s short-lived 
talent school, gets her first break, 
after a number of bits, as ingenue 
lead in ‘So Big’ (WB). 














People who are always complain- 
ing of hard luck are like taxicab 
drivers—they just miss every- 
thing. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 











Edmund Lowe and Stuart Erwin 
are heading east to go into ‘Sensa- 
tion’ at Paramount’s eastern studio. 

Lowe will play opposite Claudette 
Colbert, his first part since he 
dropped from the Fox contract list. 


RATOFF’S SINGLE FILM 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Gregory Ratoff comes west for 





Radio under a one picture contract. 
Picture is ‘Symphony of Six Mil- 
lion.’ 





Fox Releasing Sally O’Neil 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Unable to develop proper story 
material for Sally O’Neil means that 
her Fox option will not be renewed. 
Her present term expires next 
month. 





SAILINGS 


Jan. 23 (New York to London): 
Gilbert Miller (Europa). 

Jan. 20 (Paris to New York) Col. 
Leslie Naftzger (Ile de France). 

Jan. 16 (New York to Paris) 
Helen Gray (Paris). 

Jan. 8 (N. Y. to Paris), Mary Gar- 
den (Mauretania), 

Jan. 7 (Berlin to New York), Luis 
Trenker (Europa). 

Jan. 6 (Paris to New York) Jaques 
Feyder (Paris). 

Jan. 6 (London to New York) H. 
M. Bateman, Prof. Bruno Walter, J. 
Daranyi (Berengaria). 








WILL MAHONEY 


in Earl Carroll’s “Vanities” 


Mr. Kelcey 
Wear” said: “Will 
‘Vanities’ principal comedian, is 
very amusing. His most unique of- 
fering is a dance on a huge xylo- 
phone.” 


Allen in “Women's 


Mahoney, the 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





PHYLLIS CRANE FLAT 
Out for $3,915 in Debts the Bank- 
uptcy Route 








Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

Phyllis Crane, actress, is taking 
the hard times cure for $3,915, and 
not a sou listed in her bankruptcy 
schedule as assets. 
Liberman-Rosencrantz Co., and 
Michael M. Weicz are the two 
creditors mainly concerned, for $883 
each. Next comes the Standard 
Casting Directory for $470, General 
Directory $425, J. G. Mayer, Ltd., 
agency for $350; Filmograph for 
$284, Dr. H. B. K. Willis $195, C. F. 
Palmberg holding a note for $138, 
Film Daily $100, and a few smaller 
items, 





Rogell-Garnett Leave 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Tay Garnett, Pathe director, who 
has just completed Ann Harding's 
‘Prestige’ has been erased from the 
payroll. Negotiations are pending 
for a possible one picture contract. 

Sid Rogell, Pathe studio manager, 
also went through the gate. Quit 
Saturday having refused an offer 
for unit production at a curtailed 
salary. 


WAYKOFF OFF—CLYDE ON 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Leon Waykoff was not renewed 
by Universal following expiration of 
his first three months’ term. So he 
can keep his name, it having been 
stipulated that if remaining he was 
to be known as Leon Adams. 

Waykoff isn’t worrying. He was 
put into ‘Eight to Five’ at Warner's. 

Universal gave a term contract to 
June Clyde after two pictures. 


LEE TRACEY AT WB 


Lee Tracey leaves for Hollywood 
this week, or next, for a one picture 
job in Warners’ ‘Tinsel Girl.’ 

Tracey is a legit juve who had a 
talker trial with Fox some time ago. 











Male Film Stars Create ‘Aw Nuts’ 


Attitude if Ringing In the Wife 





Undefiled 


Boston, Jan. 11. 

Amateur boxers can’t very 
well yelp for a bigger percent- 
age of the gate, so they've un- 
covered their own version of 
the familiar bleat. 

The local free tag talent has 
informed tournament promot- 
ers that it’s got to be bigger 
and better platinum watches 
or they won't play. 











3 NEW STARS AND 3 
FADERS ON U’S LIST 


Three new stars, and a possible 
fourth from a selection of another 





three actresses, will join the Uni- 
versal constellation during 1932. 

Talabirelle, actress from Vienna, 
was was brought over to appear in 
a version of ‘Boudoir Diplomat,’ is 
the first to get the crown. In ‘Mar- 
riage Interlude’ she has this oppor- 
tunity with Adolph Menjou, appear- 
ing for the first time on the Uni- 
versal lot, as a featured player. 

Sidney Fox and Boris Karloff are 
now getting the star treatment and 
are on U’s highest player list. 

So far Rose Hobart, Genivieve 
Tobin and Mae Clark, contract play- 
ers, are reported in the home of- 
fice not to have proven star mate- 
rial. The company reports itself 
as counting on one of these three 
to make the fourth big name be- 
fore the year is up. 

Will Rogers’ World Tour 

After embarking on the ‘Presi- 
dent Taft’ fram Shanghai to sail 
for New York, Will Rogers changed 
his mind and decided to tour the 
world. Rogers transferred from the 
‘Taft’ to the Kawalpindi and sailed 
back to Singapore. 

From Singapore, he will start 


around the world. He has been 
abroad about two months now. 


Wallace Refuses More 
Film Time; Coast Oke 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Edgar Wallac is planning a re- 
turn to England April 1 to bring his 
wife and family to Hollywood for 
the summer. 

Wallace’s contract with Radio is 
for four months, with the writer re- 
fusing to sign for a longer period. 
On his return his idea is to turn out 
a-brace of mystery novels, returning 
to England early in the fall. 














Single to En Suite 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 
Just a little more than a year 
ago Jimmy Dunn, here with ‘Sweet 
Adeline,’ put up at the William 
Penn Hotel in a $2-a-day room. 
This week he’s back again for 
personal appearances at the Stan- 
ley, but it’s a suite now and at 
$15 per. 





Studios Shying Away from Agents 
As Young Scribes Set for Build-Ups 





Hollywood, Jan, 11. 
Picture agents are combing Hol- 
lywood for young writers to build 
up. Shortage of story material has 


the agents hoping that from the 
large field of embryos they can de- 
velop some writers who will mean 
money to them, The studios, how- 
ever, are crimping the agents’ ac- 
tivities, 

All companies have a few junior 
writers on the payroll who are re- 
ceiving from $50 to $75 weekly. 
About all the youngsters do is sub- 
mit ideas, which, if they have any 
merit, are turned over to experi- 
enced writers for development. 

These are the youngsters who are 
getting most of the agents’ atten- 
tion. Few have had any dealing 
with agents, the studios discourag- 
ing representation, fearing that the 
young writers will get an exalted 





opinion of their worth through 





having agents talk up their talents. 

Currently there are more experi- 
enced writers walking the streets 
than ever before in the history of 
pictures. No blame goes to talkers, 
for most of the writers have hit 
some success since silents departed. 
However, the studios have become 
wary of the old picture authors, 
feeling that there has been too 
much repetition in writing. New 
talent is leoked to for some fresh 
ideas, not to mention the saving 
in salaries, 

But now that the agents are 
after the youngsters, studios are 
more vigilant than ever in keeping 
the peddlers away from their white 
hopes, In writing departments 
where the youngsters are housed, 
their identities, while not kept se- 
cret, are piped down, Their names 
are not on office doors and they 
rarely get credit of any kind, most 
of them being passed off as readers. 


Because they don’t want to break 
the hearts of chatterers, picture 
stars have with commendable cons. 
sideration developed a means of 
dealing with these ladies which they 


believe will cause them the least 
possible pain. The adulation of the 
Hollywood peasantry, their fan 


mail and their publicity blurbs have 
convinced film actors of their de- 
vastating charm, and they want to 
be fair. 

Though it’s real sacrifice. when 
talking to a chatterer they deliber.- 
ately dim the flame of their blazing 
personality with the chill waters of 
domestic comment. By nimbly, 
leaping behind the wife's skirts, 
they can ward off the torch-carry- 
ing which they are satisfied imme- 
diately follows a glimpse of their 
w. k.. map. Newspaper women, 
they feel, have to keep their minds 


on their work. That they might 
give the girls a pain away from 
her heart does not occur to these 
handsome. chappies. 

And so wives of picture stars 
suddenly become exceedingly pre« 


cious to their husbands, when these 
heroes find themselves alone with 
a chatterer. Looking into the glazed 
eye of the scribbling lady, a glaze 
that results from extreme ennui but 
is interpreted by the lads as sups 


pressed desire, leading men fere 
vently recall how dearly they love 
the little woman at home. 
The Wife 
The wife, who’s been given ex- 
cellent reason to believe herself 


just part of the actor’s background, 
would be astounded at her real ime 
portance, at her husband's utter de- 
votion to her, when he’s talking to 
a lady of the press. She’s the very 
first thing he mentions. Her exise 
tence, he’s decided, must be estab- 
lished straightaway. Then, if :the 
chatterer’s eye begins to close with 
fatigue, he sees in this phenomenon 
only the heavy lidded eye of pass 
sion, and throughout the interview 


around, The distant girl provides 
invincible protection. 

He tells himself he’s in a diffi- 
cult spot, this alluring and irresiste 
ible fellow. He must maintain his 
romantic rep, he figures, yet he must 
stave off direct proof of his de- 
vastating charm. He mustn't seem 
unappreciative of the unexpected 
attractiveness of the ladies of the 
press, for they have the power to 
dispense precious publicity, but 
self-preservation demands he keep 
himself aloof. The chatterers must 
be given no cause to be jealous of 
one another on his account, yet he 
wants each one of them to leave 
with the secret belief that, but for 
the wife, things might have been 
different. 

If it’s well known the wife’s not 
in town, then he announces her 
imminent arrival at almost any mor 
ment, together with remarks on 
how terribly happy he’ll be when he 
sees her again. He's missed her so. 
If she’s in town already, then like 
a little boy he confides how ine 
separable they are. His fidelity, his 
love for the missus is the biggest 
thing in his life, he avers. 

The wives, if they could hear 
their husbands’ fervid avowals, 
might be inclined to unite with the 
chatterers in adding the impolite 
‘aw nuts.” 


Novel About Newsreel 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Following up the romances of 
newspaperdom, Robert Casey, ,of the 
Chicago ‘Daily News,’ has written 
a novel of the newsreelers. Ro- 
mance will be issued by Bobbs- Mer- 
rill late in February. 

In his preface Casey upsets prece- 
dent by admitting that ‘none of the 
characters are fictitious.’ Hero is 
‘John Charleford,’ an impression of 
Charles Ford, head of the Chicago 
‘Daily News’-Universal newsreel. 
Name for Graham MacNamee is 
‘Le Grand Macauley.’ Story is un- 
derstood to follow closely the real 
life of the newsreeler, only a mur- 
der having been slipped in to ginger 
the story. 

Story has already been submitted 
to Carl Laemmle. 





Kalmus Eastbound 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Dr. Herbert Kalmus, pres. of 
Technicolor, is headed east to at- 





tend the annual board meeting. 
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Fan Mail Reveals 


Players 


Freak Following; 5-10 Girls 
For Bennett; Ayres’ Baddies 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 


Pointing the finger to the kind of 
draw a film favorite now has, ra- 
ther than the amount of personal 
appeal, fan mail now is not con- 
gidered the popularity barometer 
as formerly. 

Type of people who write the 
stars is one thing production de- 
partments are eyeing these days, 
and seeking by that method to find 
a guide for the kind of story to 
wrap around the personality. 

Sort of pictures previously played 
in forms the basis for a lot of the 
fan missives, with Irene Dunne get- 
ting them from pioneer women due 
to ‘Cimmaron,’ and Sally Eilers and 
James Dunn from young married 
couples seeking baby-raising advice 
after ‘Bad Girl. Tom Mix hears 
from kids as expected, and same for 
Buster Keaton, Eddie Cantor and 
majority of the comics. 

Joan Crawford’s mail is from the 
type of girl she plays or those seek- 
ing info on how to get that way. 
Also gets a batch each spring from 
a guy in the Arctic who writes ’em 
all winter and sends them out when 
the ice breaks up. Vaude troup- 
ing responsible for the large num- 
ber of theatre managers who write 
Eddie Quillan, with most of them 
containing valuable pointers, Eddie’s 
dad answers all these. yeorge 
O’Brien keeps up his mail by an- 
swering all he receives, one of the 
few who retains this custom. 

Farrell’s Ladies 

Where Janet Gaynor is the target 
of shop girls’ letters, her running 
mate, Charles Farrell gets them 
from more mature and better edu- 
cated women. Ramon Novarro has 
received one letter a day for years 
from an aging music teacher and 
gets air mail special delivery mis- 
sives in bursts from pashy adoles- 
cents. 

While Helen Twelvetrees appeals 
to college boys, giris from the 5 & 
10 write Constance Bennett, being 
strong on seeking clothes infa, mix- 
ing pash and patterns in their scrib- 
blings. Warner Baxter is a fav of 
married men and Vic McLaglen 
hears a lot from former war buddies 
while Richard Arlen gets his heav- 
iest mail from military school kids. 
George Bancroft, a former seaman 
himself, appeals to the seafaring. 
Alice White is another nautical fav. 
making the mailman more round- 
shouldered with letters from Fil- 
ipino sailors, 

Hyams’ Novelists 

Anita Paige is the target of vil- 
lage belle type, Ronald Colman of 
sophisticated younglings; Carole 
Lombard of finishing school studes, 
and Leila Hyams gets her mail from 
boys who write pages and pages. 

Foreign mail, full of laughs with 
its quaint expressions, has, along 
with all other studio p. o. traffic, 
slumped. But Chevalier is aces 
With the Japanese; Genevieve Tobin 
in England, Canada and Australia; 
Richard Dix is an American Indian 
favorite; Dolores Del Rio goes well 
even with the Scandinavians; Ivan 
Lebedeff gets requests for his phone 
number, and Mexican and South 
American theatregoers go for Sylvia 
Sidney. 

Davies As Cleaner 

In addition to straight mail, the 
queerest requests fans can think 
of come to the stars. One woman 
sent Marion Davies a dirty dress 
and wanted it cleaned and returned 
Pronto. Another wanted to adopt 
Joel McCrea, Plenty sought auto- 
Braphed copies of the books Elissa 
Landi has written. Bill Boyd, a 
honey with middle-aged widows, 
had a letter from one who en- 
Closed $5 with a request for his 
latest photog, autographed. 

Majority of Lew Ayres’ mail is 
from curb walkers. He arouses 
the maternal in them. 

Plenty of gifts for the stars from 
rnd a ere. Joan Bennett, un- 
re! oe sister, gets plenty of mail 
ee oe and during her recent 
water Petia a bottle of holy 
Daria rom a nun in New York. 
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Wynne-Jones’ 3 Operations 


yeneva, N, Y., Jan. 11. 

Frederick Wynne - Jones, Ufa 
chief in the United States, under- 
went a second operation for gall- 
stones here Tuesday (5), with a 
third operation considered likely as 
soon as his condition makes it pos- 
sible. 

Mr. Wynne-Jones is doing very 
well with a good chance of recover- 
ing, although his physicians con- 
sidered his case as quite serious at 
the outset. 


CLARA AND REX SPURN 
RINGLING CIRCUS OFFER 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

The Ringling circus offer to Clara 
Bow and Rex Bell is off. It was the 
circus people’s idea to carry the pair 
with the show next season, using 
them briefly in the entree and as a 
concert attraction following the 
regular performance, the same as 
done with Tom Mix. 

Miss Bow turned the offer flat, 
announcing she will make her come- 
back through the films when and if 
Sam Rork obtains what she con- 
siders a suitable story. Contract 
with Rork still holds. 


Crowley, FWC’s Detective, 
Shot Dead by Bandits 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Detective Lieut, Hugh Crowley, 
35, in charge of all theatre openings 
and Fox West Coast boxoffice pick- 
ups, was instantly shot and killed 
this morning (Monday) when enter- 
ing the Westwood theatre where 
two bandits were attempting to 
open the safe. Thieves got nothing 
and escaped after the murder in a 
stolen car, 

Crowley was popular in the pic- 
ture colony and a constant guest at 
social functions. 


, 














7 7 
‘Society Girl’—Fox 

‘Society Girl,’ which moved to the 
Times Square from the Booth yes- 
terday (11) has been bought by 
Fox for talkerizing. Play hadn't 
run three weeks and was slated to 
fold at the Booth Saturday (9) but 
the producers decided to carry on in 
view of the prospective film sale. 
Plays must run three weeks to be 
eligible for picture purchase, ac- 
cording to the Dramatists Guild 
contract. 

Play is by John Larkin and Chas. 
Beahan and was produced by Thal 
Productions, formed by William 
Brandt and A. C. Blumenthal. 





CONCHITA IN SHOW 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Conchita Montenegro flew east 
Friday (8) for New York and a spot 
in the new Ziegfeld show at $650 
weekly. Slated to arrive in New 
York today (11) with her sister, 
Justa. 

Fox studio failed to give her the 
next option boost called for by con- 
tract, but offered to continue at the 
$500 weekly she was receiving. 





Ramon Novarro, Japanese desk 
sets and Czecho-Slovakian table 
clothes to Janet Gaynor, French 
miniatures of herself to Greta 
Garbo and woven wire belts from 
convicts to Joan Crawford are other 
things donated to the stars. Doro- 
thy Jordan gets hand-worked hand- 
kerchiefs on her birthday. 

Saving Stamps 

Foreign stamps received on fan 
mail goes mainly to crippled chil- 
dren's hospitals for the juvenile col- 
lectors. 

Stars’ secs and studios that han- 
dle fan mail themselves agree that 
while the volume of gaga corre- 
spondence has fallen off, the quality 
and intelligence has increased con- 
siderably. 

But there’s still one young film 
hero, getting $1,700 a week, who 
pockets the quarters sent for pic- 
adoring 


tures of himself from, his 
mail and then throws everything 
else awa 


Gilbert’s Gratis Offer 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

John Gilbert is so anxious to play 
the baron in ‘Grand Hotel’ that he 
has offered to work gratis for that 
film. But Metro has definitely as- 
signed the part to John Barrymore. 

Gilbert’s idea is that playing 
again with Garbo would help re- 
establish him considerably. 


Radio Personnel 
Future Rests on 
Brown-Marcus 


eh ee 








Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

The status of a large group of 
Radio-Pathe employees will remain 
a matter of guesswork until the 
arrival here of Hiram S. Brown who 
with Lee Marcus is expected to 
straighten out all matters concern- 
ing jobs, titles of jobs, etc. 

Secret list of 50 names has been 
drawn up and will be shown to 
either Marcus or Brown or both for 
checking. Presence of the list is 
known to only a few but it is re- 
ported to contain mostly important 
names. 

Further shaking up of the busi- 
ness end let out Lou Ransome, as- 
sistant to C. D. White, besides 
White and Max Ree, head of the 
wardrobe, costume and art depart- 
ment, 

M. J. Abbott, whose title is un- 
known but who ‘s reporting on all 
departments directly to Brown, is 
one of the mystery figures on the 
lot. He appeared when Selznick re- 
turned from New York two months 
ago. 

Heads of Pathe departments were 
ail made assistant department heads 
to Radio after the move. Now it is 
believed the heads and assistants 
are being sized up with the man 
most economically inclined to be re- 
tained. Construction, property and 
transportation are among the de- 
partments in which this situation 
exists. Dave Garber, who has been 
cleaning up details at Pathe, moves 
to Radio this week as assistant in 
the construction department. 

Title of Charlie Sullivan, who has 
assumed some of J. I. Schnitzer's 
duties, will be settled by Brown or 
Marcus. 

Among additional Radio let-outs 
last week was Harry Takiff, as- 
sistant to Joseph Schnitzer. Others 
departing or departed are H. K. 
Batchelder, head of the transporta- 
tion department; George Sawley, 
head of the property room, and 
Dave Garber, head of the Pathe 
construction department, who was 
to move to Radio yesterday (Mon- 
day). 

All but Takiff are former Pathe 
men. 





Metro’s Garbo Sub 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Metro is grooming an ace-in-the- 
hole if the studio fails to get to- 
gether with Greta Garbo on terms 
when the Swedish star’s contract 
winds up in April. 

The sub who is being readied is 
Margarette Knapp, German actress 
who appeared in Metro versions and 
will now be given domestic parts. 
Miss Knapp is the continental type. 


WB WANTS TO BUY OFF 
DANIELS, BUTTERWORTH 


Burbank, Jan. 11. 

Settlement of contracts of Bebe 
Daniels and Charles Butterworth in 
negotiation at Warners. Studio is 
desirous of terminating the Daniels 
agreement which calls for one or 
two more pictures. Actress’ last 
was ‘Honor of the Family.’ She is 
currently in ‘Last of Mrs. Cheney’ 
(play) at the El Capitan. 

Difficulty of finding parts for 
Butterworth is mutually unsatisfac- 
tory. 








Extras Bullish 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

New year started on the up-grade 
extras, the average of 645 
working daily last week being the 
best in six weeks. Tuesday the 
total was 756, with 265 of them in 
the Davies picture, ‘Polly of the Cir- 
cus,’ at Metro. Day previous the 
same set used 285. 

Next top of the week was the 
ballroom for ‘Wanted—A Million- 
aire,’ at Fox, which had 177 dress 
people busy. 

About 28 features were in pro- 
duction last week, improvement 
from the 26 of New Year's week. 
This week starts out with 24, and 
possibly nine more to start. 


IN QUANDARY ON SARI 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Sari Maritza, Paramount’s femme 
import, arrived here today. Studio 
is in a quandary as to her first pro- 
duction, deeming her a bit of the 
Clara Bow and Marlene Dietrich. 
No matter which phase is em- 


for 








phasized, she will be plugged heav- 
ily as a find. 





Coast Believes Sheehan Out as Wurtzel 
Defines Program and Leaves for East 





Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Sol Wurtzel left for the east Sat- 
urday (9) to confer with Fox ex- 
ecutives. Although, himself, un- 
aware of the purpose of the mision 
general belief here is that he will 
handle future Fox production in co- 
operation with D. E. McIntire, local 
representative of Chase. The con- 
fusion over the status of Winnie 
Sheehan has at least come to a 
head in local circles and there is a 
distinct feeling that the former Fox 
production chief is out although 


there is nothing official to verify 
this local belief. 
Wurtzel, before leaving, stated 


that Sheehan would not return to 
the studio for three months. Latter 
has been recuperating from a ner- 
vous breakdown at a sanatarium 
near San Francisco where he is now 
located. Sheehan's collapse is au- 
thentic and is construed here as 
having been brought on by the strip- 
ping from him of his studio author- 
ity. 

McIntire and Wurtzel have laid 
out the new Fox production pro- 
gram which while still indefinite as 
to the number of pictures, must in- 
clude four Gaynor-Farrells and two 
Will Rogers, 

Sheehan's absence the past month 





is thought to have further jeopard 





ized his importance as evidenced} 


by the program being laid out minus 
his presence. Also deemed signifi- 
cant is Sheehan’s not having seen 
J. R. Grainger while the sales head 
was here. Local impression is that 
the studio exec deliberately dodged 
Grainger, and this is being pointed 
to in some quarters as Sheehan's 
unwillingness to co-operate with 
the latter. 

While not possessed of the ab- 
solute powers formerly invested in 
Sheehan, the bankers have appar- 
ently concurred that Wurtzel can 
handle matters at least until such 
time as they choose to name a new 
studio head, if any. 

A local rumor naming Sheehan as 
a prospective Paramount executive 
is given no credence. 

J. R. Grainger left here for New 
York Wednesday (6), going by way 
of New Orleans. 

Edwin Loeb, of Loeb, Walker and 
Loeb, attorneys for Sheehan, wired 
Fox heads in the east over the 
weekend requesting the three months 
leave of abserce. The request car- 
ried the leave to be without pay. 

Reply reported was that Fox 
would consider it at 50% of salary 
but not without pay. 

Buddy :DeSylva is accompanying 
Wurtzel to New York, 

Denials that Sheehan is out were 
officially made in New York 


Film Studios Chiseling Salaries 
Of Legits to Near-Standardization; 
Meaning About $250 Per for Ist Timer 


A near standardization of salaries 


for newly contracted legit talent 
seems to have been accomplished by 
some film producers. Amounts being 
all 


in the same neighborhood and about 


presently paid legit recruits are 


50% below the salary the same tal- 
ent might have collected a year ago. 
Except wherein name players or 
directors have been engaged, recent 
contracts all run to about $250 
weekly for the short three or six- 
month optional term. Two legit 
stagers taken by Paramount re- 
cently and an actor for a Warner 
talker are all quoted at this fig- 
ure, while other deals on the fire 
are likewise said to carry no more 
than this to start. 

In legit circles the outlawing of 
the gravy that once could be had 
has occasioned some talk, but talk 
only. Principally it appears to be 
understood that the salaries now 
represent value received by the 
buyers. 

It is also a legit comment that the 
same anxiety running in the stage 
field to land a picture engagement 
has not been lessened by the film 
house cleaning. This is because 
Hollywood success will still pay 
more than on Broadway, as well as 
the equally important item that the 
legit is about singing its swan song 
already as far as this season is con- 
cerned. 

Agents are doing inost of the 
complaining, saying that at $250 
there’s nothing in it for them. 


After 200,000 Feet 
Eisenstein Retaking 
On His Mexican Saga 








Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Serge Eisenstein has exposed 
200,000 feet of negative and is still 
filming more stuff for his saga of 
Mexican life, according to meager 
reports of the Soviet director’s ac- 
tivities reaching Hollywood. Pres- 
ent footage are retakes beirnig made 
ing Yucatan, previous jungle scenes 
made there having been ruined by 
the heat. 

Eisenstein and his company were 
due .back here Jan. 1, but delays 
caused by tropical illness, floods 
and the accidental killing of one of 
the leads will keep them in Mexico 
until late in February. Boy who 
shot his sister during a rehearsal 
is out on bail and working. 

Picture will be silent. 





MISS GAHAGAN’S BUILDUP 


Hollywood, Jan. 11, 
Helen Gahagan, who hit the 
Coast via legit in ‘Tonight or 
Never,’ is on at Radio for a term. 
Actress is due to be built-up with 
a dramatic production. She is cur- 
— playing the RKO Palace, New 
ork. 














Bills Peececscococce seeeeee 42 
Burlesque Routes. ..eseece 63 
Chatter seer eee ee eeeeeeae 46-49 
Editorial Seeeeeeeeeeeses 51 
| Exploitations ........see 17 
| Film House Reviews..e«. 39 
Foreign Film News...cee 11 
Foreign Show News...ee 55 
| Inside—Legit eee eeeeesee 51 
|] Inside—Music ....ccccee 60 
Inside—Pictures cesccces 51 
Inside—Vaude eeeeeseece 38 
Legitimate cvcccscccce B2-56 
Legit Reviews. coeceséaessc 54 
Letter LAgt.i ce peebadaoes 63 
Literati eee eee eeeeseee 57 
Music ere ee eee eeeeeeaeeaee 61 
New Acts..... sadowseces 40 
News from the Dailies.. 44 
|] Obituary .eccccescccccee 63 
2 “SOE scdcciocceneaes 63 
|} Pictures escocccesces 2°80 
Picture ReviewS..ceccecce 15 
MM Acecesede ken coccoes 08-59 
tadio Reports..ceccccecces 60 
Talking Shorts..ccccccce 5 
Times SQUAE. .cccccscce 43-45 
Vaudeville ossccoeon Sertae 
Vaude riouse Reviews... 40 
Women’s Page.....cec.e ° 50 





























iS LaEE EN SIGS ANDES TACT p= Sapeaiine Sameagh ese 








AO MBM, 


5A pila tt 8 MN Cia 











4 VARIETY 
=— 


~-- 


be 





Senne ann 





PEIECTURES 








Producers Virtually Invoke 





Baseball's Waiver System 
To Contract Talent Bidding 


+ 


Declaration of an armistice on 
talent wars, under the Hays Pro- 
duction Code and that purchase of 
plays and stories should come un- 
der the same system, was voted by 
the Hollywood production board last 
Friday night (8). It is immediately 
effective regarding star contract re- 
lations. 

In all matters of the Code system 
of arbitration, the New York Hays 
directorate has the final word. In 
the event that Edward Loeb, Coast 
lawyer appointed as a referee, has 
his ruling on contract matters ap- 
pealed, these will first be taken to 
the producer jury on the Coast. 
Should any case be further appealed 
the matter will then rest with the 
decision of the entire New York 
directorate. 

Howard Hughes is the only pro- 
ducer so far to have invoked the 
decision of the New York director- 
ate. 

After Coast Agents 

Behind the inauguration of the 
arbitration system is an economic 
move to establish salaries and 
prices nearer to a standard than 
they have even been. Agents who 
boost prices are also promised a 
reduction to a minimum by the new 
inter-dealing. 

In the matter of contract players 
the producer action requires that 


contract people shall not be ap- 
proached until within 30 days of 
the expiration of their term, and 


that the holder of the contract shall 
be given first opportunity to renew. 
The scheme resembles organized 
baseball's waiver system. 


Sheehan’s Click with 4 
In a Row Now Perplexes 
The Chase Banking Bunch 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Winnie Sheehan, as a production 
man, is believed to have the Chase 
crowd perplexed in New York. After 
most of the noise about alleged in- 
efficiency has quieted, the banking 
crew is confronted with the fact 
that Sheehan is directly responsible 
for the few money pi:tures Fox has 
had recently. 

‘Delicious’ and ‘Daddy Long 
Legs’ were personally supervised by 
the man who, upset in health, is 
still resting in a sanitarium near 
San Francisco while the Fox pro- 
gram preparation and studio over- 
hauling go on without him. 

‘Bad Girl,’ it is also admitted at 
the studio, was a Sheehan product 
in which Edwin Burke, who wrote 





the screen play and dialog, and 
Frank Borzage, the director, were 
at all times in contact with the 


production head. 

The forthcoming ‘Dance Team,’ 
yet to prove itself through release 
but generally regarded out here as 
showing much promise, is another 
Sheehan-supervised work. 

A further instance of Sheehan's 
apparent show knowledge, which 
doesn’t harmonize with the recent 
accusations as to his ability, is the 
case of ‘Man Who Came Back.’ 
This was made because Sheehan 
wanted it, although almost evervone 
on the lot, including those involved 
in the production, were certain he 
had picked a lemon. 

Stepping into actual Fox produc- 
tion through D. E. MclIntire, its 
Coast rezresentative, Chase nat- 
urally met a flock of reports, pro 
and con, from the studio crowd 
about its production head. That 
Sheehan picke@ certain pictures for 
additional. personal attention and 
saw them through to boxoffice suc- 
cess came to light of necessity. 





BAYNES IS DROPPED 
BY THE HAYS OFFICE 


Second member reported to have 
been dropped from the Hays or- 
ganization is Captain Baynes, fol- 
lowing Cecil B. DeMille. 

Baynes retained his membership 
through newsreel activities. <A 
month ago the sheriff took what 
remained of Baynes’ newsreel after 
he had attempted exploiting it 
through the Allied Exhibitors’ As- 
sociation, 








PHILA. COMMUTER 


Bernhard of WB Won't Leave Home 
Town—Two Trips Daily 





Less than a month in the saddle, 
Joe Bernhard, new theatre chief for 
the Warners, is on the round mak- 
ing the first of a series of surveys 
to acquaint himself with the details 
of the WB box office status. 

First trip is scheduled for 10 days, 
taking in Pittsburgh, Cleveland and 
Philadelphia. Bernhard will then 
return and, after remaining at the 
home office for about a week, will 
start on the second swing. 

When set 


in his New York office, 
Bernhard commutes from and to 
Philadelphia daily. It's his home 


town and he won't move. 


C.0.D. STORIES 
LOSE FAVOR 
ON COAST 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Universal has 
adopted the C.O.D. plan, 
name authors receive a payment on 








Though recently 


whereby 


prospective yarns as soon as their 
contracts are signed, the plan is 
frowned upon by most of the stu- 
dios. On several occasions the stu- 
dios have taken the short end of the 
bargain. Most of the writers who 
received the deal in the past were 
names without motion picture ex- 
perience, 

The studios claim that most of the 
contracted stories didn’t come 
through or did not live up to ex- 
pectations. Scriveners, on the oth- 
er hand, say that the. studios 
wouldn't get together with them on 
their ideas and left them to flounder 
in trying to obtain some concep- 
tion of picture technique. 


Eastern Deals 


In most cases where writers were 
engaged €.0.D., deal was made 
through the eastern offices of the 
picture companies. Paramount and 
Metro have tried it several times 
through their eastern story depart- 
ments. Metro has traveled further 
than the others, by signing four 
English writers in the past year. 
Three of the four didn’t pan out. 
The C.O.D. plan has been pretty 
general at Par’s Long Island studio. 

At the Coast lots, 95% of the 
scenarizing is hack work, most of 
the writing being done by staff 
writers on adaptations from plays, 
novels or manufactured stories from 
ideas submitted and okayed. 

At Par’s eastern studio, three of 
the advance getters who came 
through are Maxwell Anderson, Don 
Henderson Clarke and Gene Fowler. 
But it is claimed that more than 25 
have received the first payment and 
when their contracts were up had 
turned in nothing that came near 
the screen, 

Additions to the Universal idea 
payroll include: Paul Perez, Nor- 
man Springer and Phil Witman, 
Jack Natteford, William Robson 
and Jack Cunningham. Other new 
acquisitions are Elinore Dolkart, 
tussian; Lieut.-Comm. Frank Weed, 
for an airmail serial; Edwin Knopf 
to script ‘Adventure Lady’ from the 
‘Liberty’ story; F. Hugh Herbert, to 
adapt ‘Old Dark House,’ J. P. 
Priestly thriller, and Garrett Fort 
for ‘Invisible Man.’ 





Proposed City Tax in 
Chi of 10% for Jobless 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 

New amusement tax bill provid- 
ing for a city levy of 10% on all 
theatres and places of amusement. 
other than athletics, has been put 
to the state legislature, 

Ordinance was drafted by the city 
law department at the request of 
Ald. John S. Clark, chairman of the 
council finance committee. It's pro- 
posed that 7% of the amounts col- 
lected through this issue go towards 
the unemployment f:ind 














NAN BLAKSTONE 


Acclaimed by press and public 

the smartest and most sophisticated 

nite club entertainer in America. 
Sailing Jan. 12 on the Olympic to 


be Feature Attraction at the ex- 
clusive Monseigneur Club in Lon- 
don. 


Exclusive Songs and Material by 
Mac Gordon and Harry Kevel. 
Opening Jan, 20. 

Personal Manager JACK BER- 
TELL, 1619 Broadway. 





LEANING BACKWARDS? 
French OK ‘Prestige’ Scenes to 
Which Haysites Objected 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Objection from the Hays office on 
certain scenes in Pathe’s ‘Prestige’ 
(Ann Harding), dealing with treat- 
ment of prisoners in French Indo- 
China, was pooh-poohed by a dele- 
gation from the local French consul 
and colony who were shown the pic- 
ture at a special preview at Radio 
siudio. 

Henri Didot, consul, and about 25 
locally important Frenchmen, gave 
the scenes showing cruelty meted to 
captives in the French possession a 
clean bill as far as display before 
lrench audiences is concerned. 

Paron Valentinn Mandelstamm, a 
studio contact with the French gov- 
ernment, instigated the special pre- 
view. Hays office said this picture 
wouldn’t get by in France, although 
the prison scenes were admitted to 
be authentic, 

It brought out an unusual situa- 
tion in which the Producers’ Asso- 
ciation had gone further in censor- 
ship than the people before whom 
the picture will be shown. 


M-G-M DROPS 200 MORE; 
PRODUCTION LETDOWN 


Culver City, Jan. 11. 

Another 200 employes left the 
Metro payroll during the past week, 
mainly from mechanical and tech- 
nical crews. It’s due to production 
letdown which has only two com- 
panies working and another pair 
going the retake route. 

Latter are ‘Cardboard Lover’ and 
‘Beast of the City,’ with ‘Beast’ be- 
ing sapoliced for some rough 
language. 


NEB SMALL TOWNER IN 
U.S. COURT ZONE FIGH! 


Sioux City, Jan. 11. 

A suit brought in federal court 
by W. N. Youngclaus, owner of the 
Capitol theatre, Madison, Neb., 
against motion picture producers, is 
attracting much attention because 
of its far reaching possibilities, 

Youngelaus charges producers 
with conspiracy to so control dis- 
tribution of films in Iowa and Ne- 
braska that exhibitors in smaller 
towns are unable to obtain features 
before they are shown in larger 
towns. 

The suit is the outgrowth of pro- 
tection and zoning in 1930 of areas 
where pictures are shown. Because 
of this protection, Youngcelaus 
states, he could not show films he 
had contracted for until they had 
exhibited in Norfolk, 13 miles from 
Madison. 

The Allied Theatre Owners of 
Iowa and Nebraska, of which 
Youngclaus is a member, is raising 
funds for a ‘war chest’ to prose- 
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Shorts for Graduation to Features 





PROTEST HUGHES’ CLAIM 


Creditor of Multicolor, 
Too, Citing His Investment 


Hollywood, Jan. 11, 

The 75 creditors of Multicolor, at 
a meeting here last week, proposed 
to take over the accounts and notes 
receivable of the firm, listed crt 
$220,000, in full satisfaction of their 
claims totaling $150,000. 

Stumbling block was the listing 
by Howard Hughes of himself as a 
creditor to the extent of $1,750,000, 
his investment in the company. 
Others have objected to this and 
have given Multicolor until tomor- 
row (12) to accept their settlement 
and ignore the Hughes claim. 


ADMISSION TAX 


LIKELY; SEEK 
A Toc TOP 


Waasningtion, Jan. 11, 

With the hearing before the 
House Ways and Means committee 
on luxury taxes due the end of this 
week, there is a distinct feeling here 
that amusements are not going to 
escape. This includes. of course, all 
types of theatres, with baseball and 
other forms of entertainment also 
expected to bear the extra weight. 

Film representatives present are 
reported convinced that the best 
they can do now is battle to estab- 
lish the exemption price as high as 
possible. They will probably plead 
that the tax be placed on tickets 
scaling at 75 cents and above. 

Among the film theatre men here, 
and actively concerned in the tax 
matters, are J. J. Strickland, from 
Texas; Ed Kukendall, president of 
the Mississippi exhibs, and Charlie 
Pettijohn of the Hays office. 


Reporting that both Democrats 
and Republicans want to tax all ad- 
missions over 25 cents, overseers of 
the industry in New York are still 
hopeful that the government may be 
pursuaded against imposing any tax 
on the box office. Campaign is be- 
ing planned for three speakers to 
represent the industry at the Wash- 
ington hearings, 

Fear is expressed by the indus- 
try’s self-appointed spokesmen that 
others, especially indie exhib lead- 
ers, Will be present at the first hear- 
ing and will attempt to interpose 
long-winded observations. 

It is pointed out that at the most 
probably not more than three-quar- 
ters of an hour will be allowed the 
industry to state its anti-tax plea. 


Four Clean-Up Films 
Discount Depression 


The new year started off with 
four cleanup releases current in 
New York. Two are in second run 
around the metropolis. 

The RKO metropolitan chain was 
showing ‘Frankenstein’ (U) which 
did sensational business from the 
start in the neighborhooders, click- 
ing for the best gross in a year at 
the 86th Street for example. 

Fox's ‘Delicious’ turned in $205,- 
000 at the Roxy on its two weeks 
and the third big grosser is ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) which did stand up 
trade at the Capitol, New York, and 
brought a new record there. ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par) is the fourth doing 
unusually well at the Rivoli here 
and out of town. 








Pathe Lot on Block 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Radio-Pathe is offering the Pathe 
studio, in Culver City, to several 
real estate companies. 
Proposal pf Radio officials to Phil 
Goldstone, that he take the plant 
over as a rental studio, fell through. 


ARTHUR'S TRIP DEFERRED 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Harry Arthur's trip east has beei 
delayed. He was due to reach New 
York Jan. 14. 
Now the date is indef, 


, Selznick, 


7 ——______. 


Short subject producers wil] have 
to change their production methods 
for the benefit of feature fiim 


pros 
ducers. Where 


now most of the 
short builders are interested on) in 
making program fillers, they will 
have to work more along the lineg 
of building actors and names as in 
pre-talker days. 
Such is the belief of a number 
of film executives at present ag 
quoted by one who prefers to re. 


main anonymous. 

This exec points out that in the 
silent days comedy producers fed 
talent constantly to the bigger pro- 
ducers a number of the biggest 
stars having come out of the short 
subjects. Among who came 
up to feature fame after shorts are 
Harold Lioyd, Gloria 
Bebe Daniels, 


those 


Swanson, 


Charles Chaplin, 


Louise Fazenda and any number of 
others. ‘Today there are practical. 
ly no such names being built. 

This exec claims only names In 


shorts that now mean anything are 
Laurel and Hardy and Slim Sum- 
merville, latter having reached 
shorts from features, 

Neglecting People 

Short producers are today mak-« 
ing acts instead of building people, 
Quite a number of names in shorts, 
he admits, draw, but these are gen- 
erally stage names recruited for one 
or two shorts. 

One of the things this has caused 
he stated, is the talent shortage 
in Hollywood which accounts for 
the constant drain on legit players. 
Previously one and two-reel makers 
served as a talent sluice into film- 
dom, 

Where in the szient days, he con- 
tinues, actors showing some talent 
were signed by comedy producers, 
for terms, and their personalities 
built up at the same time they 
were being taught film acting, talent 
for shorts at present is generally 
recruited with the one short in 
mind, meaning that the talent very 
seldom gets a real schooling or 
chance to make good. 


Radio Cost Sheets 
Axe White and Ree 
From the ‘Back Lot’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

The axe for ©. D. White, Radio 
studio manager, and Max Ree, art 
director, is in line with the eastern 
executives’ cleaning out of the 
‘back lot’ situation at Radio. Front 
office personnel is now pretty well 
set and has been okayed under 
David O. Selznick’s direction with 
minor exceptions. 

Understood that when the affili- 
ated RKO-Pathe production execue 
tives moved over from Pathe to 





Radio, they were amazed at the 
staggering cost sheets.on Radio 
production. Followed the home- 
office curtailment order. 
Brown Replacing 
Temporary incumbents of these 
berths will not be sanctioned until 


the advent of Hiram S. Brown, who 
will remain indef on the Coast, ac- 
cording to present intentions. Lee 
Marcus just arrived to officiate 18 


liaison between distribution and 
production. 

With Joe Schnitzer temporarily, 
at least, retaining his prexy title 


with Radio, status of his nephew, 
Pandro Berman, may be reinstated. 
Latter was let out by Selznick, but 
when Berman refused to stay fired, 
Selnick had Hiram Brown contirm 
the dismissal by phone. With his 
uncle back in the firm, Berman may 
stick. 

During Schnitzer’s stay here on 
the production end Berman was 
elevated to an associate producer, 
but later was made an assistant to 
with the latter relieving 
Berman of this assignment. 


H. 0. AS SALES STRING 


Radio Offers Negri Film ta Roxy 
Theatre on 2 Wk. Condition 





Radio VPictures_has offered the 
Roxy the Pola Negri subject, ‘The 
Woman Commands,’ but only on 





condition that the film go in tor 
two weeks. 

If the cathedral passes up the 
tender, film is to go into a lesit 


house on a $2 run basis, says Radio. 
Picture cost $400,000 to make. 
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Chicago Finally Moves to End 
‘Pinkie Ziegler’s Tyranny; Ask 
Cermak for Board of Relief 





Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Film industry locally is finally 
shaping plans to protect itself from 
the despotic and thoughtless deci- 
gions of the censor board, ruled by 
Mrs. Effie ‘Pinkie’ Ziegler. A direct 
plea to the mayor is being formu- 
lated. indi- 
eated he is in accord with the film 
Business in condemning the arbi- 
trary stupidity of the censors. 
Mayor has in several instances per- 


Mayor Cermak has 


gonally viewed pictures and over- 
ruled certain decisions of the Zieg- 
fer outfit. 

Idea, as originated by Henry Her- 
fel, local manager of Universal, calls 
for a committee of exchange men 
and exhibitors to discuss with the 
mayor the feasibility of establishing 
4n independent appeal board to 
which various exchanges may bring 
disputes with the censors for an 
impartial hearing. This is the great 
¢omplaint of the distributors; that 
the decisions of the Ziegler crowd 
are so one-sided. They state that 
Mrs. Ziegler will not listen to rea- 
son, and in most instances refuses 


éven to discuss the rulings of the 
éensor board. The ‘pinks’ and cuts 
are handed out with great capri- 
ciousness, and are forced upon the 
exchange men since the circum- 
stances leave them no avenue of 
appeal. 

Costly 


It is now impossible to appeal to 
the courts, as the method is too ex- 
pensive, and of more importance, 
too lengthy a process for the ex- 
changes to even attempt it. Ex- 
changes are compelled to swallow 
the most asinine decisions rather 
than face the likelihood of delaying 
the release of pictures for months. 

On the committee appointed for 
the task by the local Film Board of 
Trade are Henry Herbel, Felix 
Mendelsohn of Metro-Goldwyn, and 
Clyde Eckhardt of Fox. Represent- 
ing the exhibitors are Barney Bal- 
aban of Publix-B. & K., William 
Elson of RKO, and James Coston 
of Warners. Leo Spitz, Public-B. 
& K. attorney, is in as an advisory 
member. Appointment with Mayor 
Cermak will be held some time this 
week, 

Usual exhibitor-distributor bitk- 
ering, which has been the great ob- 
stacle in 
industry, is “even noticeable in this 
Situation, both sides refusing to 
recognize that it’s a battle in which 
both are equally concerned. While 
both sides admit that the problem 
is extremely serious, they are not 
perfectly willing to work together 
for their mutual advancement. 
Same petty attitude is again visible. 
Exchange men, in some instance, 
are yelping the censorship prob- 
lem Should be fought by the exhib- 
itors since the exhibs are local cit- 
izens, taxpayers, property holders, 
etc, and therefore carry more 
Weight with the public officials. On 
their side the exhibs say it’s strictly 
an exchange problem. 


witigation 


Unrestrained ‘Pinkie’ 

Meanwhile the ‘pinking’ and silly 
Cutting is becoming increasingly in- 
sane. More pictures are getting 
adults only’ labels than any time 
on the record of the censor board. 

Distributors are pointing out that 
though every other municipal de- 
partment is worrying about whethe: 
their next pay check is coming in, 
the censor board of eight members 


is alw ays certain of their coin. That 
Is because their salaries are paid 
for, in the final analysis, by the 
Money the exchanges hand in for 
Permits. This figures about $5,000 
annually for the average exchange. 


Appropriations 
mem! of the 


for 


censol 


the eight 
board 


ers 


and 


all moves ‘to better the 
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Tinker on Screen 





A coming Fox release will 
kid the name of Tinker as the 
head of a razor blade company. 
It’s ‘Business and Pleasure,’ 
based on the Booth Tarkington 
story and has Will Rogers as 
its star. 

Full name of the central 
character is Earl F. Tinker. 
Despite the similarity to the 
name of Fox’s new president, 
EB. R. Tinker, it won't be 
changed. Name occurs through- 
out and substitution would in- 
cur too much remaking. 














FIGURE FABIAN 
WITH SKOURAS 


Si Fabian, as a Fox operator and 
possibly working in conjunction 
with Spyros Skouras, shaped up 
Monday (11) as the most logical of 
a score of reports concerning the 
former New Jersey theatre owner. 
Fabian, personally, would not reveal 
his plans although expressing a few 
hopes. 

At the Fox home office it was 
stated that Fabian could not be ad- 


mitted into the organization as an 


executive because of legal arrange- 
ments with the trusteeship govern- 
ing Fox Metropolitan theatres. Fox 
executives expected, however, that 
Fabian’s job will be in an advisory 
capacity to this trusteeship if he 
comes over. 

In Warner quarters, recently va- 
cated by Fabian, belief was ex- 
pressed that Fabian was hooking up 
directly with the Skourases in a 
move to take over the remainder 
of the Fox eastern houses. 

Fabian’s lawyers, Beekman, Boag 
and Clark, would not issue a state- 
ment they were supposedly prepar- 
ing concerning their client’s future 
activities. 





$105,000 OVERHEAD 


Roxy Reported Having Estimated 
Wkly Cost of Radio City’s Show 


S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) is reported 
having submitted to the higher 
heads of the forthcoming Radio 


City a weekly estimate of the over- 
head for the International Music 
Hall’s stage show Roxy will direct. 
His estimate is said to be at pres- 
ent, $105,000. 

foxy asserts that with the 6,200 
capacity of the Music Hall, the 
gross receipts for a week can reach 
$200,000. 

So far in the show business as a 
regular thing, the highest overhead 
weekly cost of operatior. has been 
at the Roxy theatre, where Roxy 
handled the house with its top cost 
$95,000 for a week. At present the 
Roxy under its operation by the 
Fox theatre execs, is hooked in for 
around $63,000 a week as overhead. 

The record gross at the Roxy, 
reached under the Roxy direction, 
with ‘Cockeyed World,’ a Fox pic- 





ture, is $164,000; its record low, by 
an English made picture after Roxy 
left is $32,000. 
the necessary clerk and operators 
total as follows 
Mrs. Effie Ziegle: chargé $ 2 880.00 
& Censors at $2,460 12,300.00 
” Censors at $2,040 1.08000 
1 Senior Clerk . 2,480.00 
-~ Operators of Moving Pictu! 
M hine at $108.05 pe wee 
to Jan. 10, 1931, and thereafte 
t $110.5° per week ; ‘ 11 A264 
2’ (ys erators of Moving Picture 
Machines for vacation relief, for 
four weeks only at not to ex 
ed $110.55 per week...... 442.20 
. rt | * 
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JT UDIO SAVING 


Real Production Economy 
for Next Season—Current 
Talker Limit 319—Maybe 
Further Cut of 20% in 
New Year 


DECISIONS PENDING 


Of 361 features which they an- 


nounced in concert at the start of 
the picture year, 1931-32, producer 
members of the Hays organization 


now promise delivery of approxi- 


mately 319 features, of which 144 


have been released to date. 

That the new 1932-33 season com- 
mencing in August will witness the 
first real materialization of the in- 
dustry’s economy quantity plans is 
now indicated, rather than the im- 
mediate six months. Talk of cuts 
for the new production year have 
ranged from 10 to 20% for the Hays 
producers generally. This, at min- 
imum, would mean that producer 
announcements this spring would 
ring up a total of around 325 fea- 
tures for the new season. 

The ‘picture famine’ reports dur- 
ing the next six months right now 
is chiefly the work of the rumor 
ogre. For almost every picture that 
is being lopped off there are others, 
awaiting decision, to be added to 
schedules which are not on the cut 
list. 

In more than one company execu- 
tives, denying any intention to lop 
their own schedule, willingly gos- 
siped about the likelihood of other 
companies using a keen razor dur- 
ing the next six months. 

At the same time the round 500 
features which the industry pro- 
duces in normal times contain in- 
dependent producer cortributions of 
all kinds, thus the swelling of the 
regular aggregate. 

Next Few Weeks 


The next few weeks will be the 
deciding factor in the matter 
of further ’31-32 feature amputation, 
Fox, for instance (and there seem 
to be a lot of Foxes in the line-up) 
is awaiting Jimmie Grainger’s re- 
turn from Hollywood. At the time 
of this compilation, Fox steadfastly 
adhered to 48, which it announced 
and now promises. So far Fox has 
delivered 20, 

Unless something further is heard 
from Jack Warner the brothers may 
deliver the 70 they announced. 
Warners,.was one of the com- 
paniest which several others be- 
lieved would do the most shearing 
of its current schedule. To date 
the Warners have delivered 20. In 
the home office it was admitted 
there may be some more confer- 
ences which will alter the prospects 
of delivering five and six features 
a month from now until August. 

Several months ago _ exhibitors 
heard that Metro would release only 
42 of the 48 announced. At its 
headquarters 49 are now prom- 
ised with the statement that several 
more are under consideration for 
‘31-32. Metro also has in re-issue 
included in the check-up fig- 
‘Hur’ and ‘Parade.’ 

Radio Pictures announced 36, but 
from the present perspective 27 will 


(not 


ures) 





probably be delivered. Of this 
number 17 have already been re- 
leased. Pathe announced 21 and 
promises 20. The 21st was made 
by Pathe but released under the 
Radio trademark, picture’ being 
|; ‘Woman Commands.’ Pathe so far 


has released under its own brand 12 
pictures. 

Universal is situated somewhat 
similarly to Metro. It announced 
26 features and then included, un- 
der rating, 14 more. U so 
far has let go of 12. The 14 addi- 
tions will probably be cut down 
because. of production setbacks (in- 
cluding Tom Mix’s illness). 

Columbia is adhering to 26 
vear through, with 13 checked 
to delivery and a promise 


lesser 


the 
off 


of about 


DUCT LIST 
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Fortune’s Pet 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 


With everybody in the in- 
dustry taking salary slashes 


from top to bottom, dame for- 
tune has picked one fair haired 
boy. 

William LeBaron starts on a 
new year of his Radio contract 
with an advance of $500 a 
week, 

Estimated that puts his wage 
at $4,000 weekly. 


M-G-M IDEA OF 
MULTI STARS 
A PROBLEM 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Broad avenue of speculation has 
been opened in Hollywood with 
Metro’s announcing the Garbo-John 
and Lionel Barrymore-Beery-Craw- 
ford-Hersholt casting in ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ 

Questions arising are what will 
Metro follow it with? . What will the 
public’s reaction be toward one and 











two star pictures after ‘Grand 
Hotel’? 
Will studios assure the success 


of certain pictures before they are 
made by casting a flock of names 
with heavy pulling power? 

Will the precedent established by 
stars playing small parts in all- 
star picture be used to hammer 
down the stars’ salaries? 

Has any one studio enough stars 
of strength to withstand small 
parts? 

Where will the stars come from 
to hold up the all-star idea after a 
half-dozen of this type of picture 
are made? 

What will happen to the individ- 
ual star’s morale? 

Will the public recoil at their 
favs playing bits? 

Usually, when a radical change is 
made in production, all studios ac- 
cept the new idea often without 
giving it a chance to prove itself. 
In the case of the multi-star idea, 
the other companies are sitting back 


awaiting the outcome of Metro's 
experiment. While it is generally 


believed that ‘Grand Hotel’ can’t be 
anything else but a sock, due to its 
super-cast, the other plants are re- 
luctant to follow the lead until they 
can determine whether or not 
Metro has fashioned itself a gigan- 
tic headache. 





Massey and U 
Paramount's deal with 
English actor and direc- 
reported cold, with Massey 
to close this week with 
instead. 
wasn't 
Allen, 1s 


taymond 
Massey, 
tor, is 
expected 
Universal 
Massey 
Adrienne 
there. 


Wife, 
Par out 


desirous. 


with 





two a month from until Au- 
gust. 

Paramount for the last few years 
expected to hold out on 
five of the number announced, This 
current season the 70 were made 
elastic, but Parites promise exhibs 
on official check-up they can count 
}upon at least 60 from this organi- 
zation. So far Paramount has en- 
| tered 32 features as released. With 
half the year ahead of it, Para- 
mount execs point out the foolish- 
ness of reports that the company 
may get down to 50, 

United Artists announced 12 and 
is releasing 13, the Griffith ‘Strug- 


now 


has been 








gle’ comprising the extra. All but 
four have been released. 


Mergerless 1932 Predicted for 
Film Firms, but Still Marriages 


Avoid Situations 


That 1932 will wind up a mergere 
less year in the film business is pree 
dicted by those holding the indus- 
try’s pulse, 

While it is frankly admitted that 
with organizations jettisoning every 
available weight there is little pos- 
sibility of one 


company assuming 


the obligations of another which a 
is 
of 


any one large company would cause 


take-over would necessitate, it 


also emphasized that the crash 


the entire business to stagger. 
the conceded fact that 
competition in the industry will 


never be minimized and that bidding 
for stars, stories and directors will 
continue as long as the business, it- 
self, company marriages of a com- 
panionate sort are being advocated 
to meet the 1932 crisis. 

During the past year when money 
was more available the brotherly 
hand was twice extended, accord- 
ing to the known record. One was 
in the instance of a large company 
president who loaned $300,000 to a 
small company president; other was 
a bit of life saving by the pro- 
ducer organization as a unit which 
gave a struggling new member a 
chance to climb on board a new and 
older tree, 

This year it is declared as frank- 
ly there will be literally no lending 
of money among picture companies 
unless things take the wholly un- 
expected turn upward. 


Despite 


Points 

Inter-co-operation whereby each 
company can live is the policy be- 
ing urged for the industry. 

Among points held up as tangible 
in this respect are: 

(1) Reduction in ’32-’33 produc- 
tion schedules will augment the 
number of exhibitor bookings for 
all producers. As an _ instance: 
where an exhibitor today is able to 
fill his dates with the pictures of 
two companies such a cut in quant- 
ity will cause him to extend his 
trade to three and four producers. 

(2) Compete, but make the com- 
petition among producers less ir- 
rational and foolish. Millions of 
dollars since the industry’s incep- 
tion, it is claimed have been thrown 
away because producers did not 
check up agent’s stories about big- 
ger offers for a star or story from 
the competitor. 

(3) Greater use of the phone and 
a more open discussion in private 
session of cach other’s problems. 


METRO TAKES BACK ITS 
FILMS FROM FOX, ST. L. 


St. Louis, Jan. 11. 

Loew's State will hereafter locally 
Play the pictures made by Metro, 
its subsidiary, 

This comes after the Fox theatre 
here has had the Metro product for 
exhibition for a long while. 

What hits the town is the move 
with Fox holding the voting stock 
control of Loew's. 

Loew's State is preparing a heavy 
exploit; tion campaign when the 
change over occurs, 











Richards Doing a Garbo 


During Talks with RKO 


FE. V. Richards is still doing a 
hideaway in New York while carry- 
ing on conferences with RKO ofe- 
ficials. The father of the south has 
been in town a few days and is ree 
ported due to remain here a couple 
of more, but he’s a hard man to 
locate. 

Despite his meetings with RKO it 
is still regarded as doubtful whethep 
Richards will join that circuit in 
any ¢apacity. 
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Circuit Will Throw Active Bridge Game 
By Locals on Screens Via New Device 





— 

Chicago, Jan. 11. 
Having watched ‘auction bridge 
eat into its attendance, the film 


turning the card 
tables to its own use. The Publix- 
Great States circuit is planning a 
special drive on the card fiends. 

being organized 


business is now 


Campaign, now 
by its press chief, Madeline Woods, 
comes as the result of an invention 
by Louis St. Pierre, manager of 
the Coronado theatre, Rockford, Il. 
Device, known as the ‘Bridgescope,’ 
permits the projection of the card 
game, play by play, to the screen. 
The cards of the four participants 
can be seen when held in the hands 
and when laid on the table. The 
lens of the scope magnifies the cards 
to such a size that when projected 
onto the sheet they are legible 
throughout the entire house. The 
players themselves are out of focus 
and remain quite small on the 
screen. 

Besides being shown the cards as 
held and played, the audience gets 
a running account of the tussle and 
the score, delivered through the 
sound horns, 


Launching Feature 


The Coronado starts the feature 
this week on Thursday (14), using 
the game as an added attraction 
and splicing it right into the pro- 
gram. Champ bridge artists of 
northern Illinois will compete and 
will receive prices. Advance in- 
terest in the wrangles has been in- 
tense, the papers throughout the 
territory giving it heavy news space. 
The Lenz-Culbertson build-up has, 
of course, helped along the fever 
especially in the smaller towns and 
in the big city neighborhoods. 
Hence, Great States’ anxiety to give 
the screen card game a try. 

Merchants are anxious to co-op- 
erate in the scheme of the free ad- 
vertising extended, and are offer- 
ing special prizes for daily and 
weekly high scorers. Some local 
papers are already printing the daily 
marks and the prizes which started 
out as mere trinkets are becoming 
increasingly valuable. These are 
for those tournaments the theatres 
have been holding for patrons. 

No overlooking the importance of 
the card game for the smaller burgs. 
Many plug ‘Come In and Play 
Bridge: Valuable Prizes,’ and are 
giving it more space than the res- 
ular feature films. Houses report 
that many patrons come in just to 
sit in and bid and don’t bother to 
see the show at all. 

The latter idea particularly ap- 
peals, the theatres find, to the great 
army of the lonely. Through these 
bridge tournaments many are find- 
ing it easy to meet people and make 
friends. 


PUBLIX ‘GOLD NIGHT’ 
MONEY GIVEAWAYS 


Dallas, Jan. 11. 
Publix trying out money give- 
aways in some of the smaller Texas 
keys. Usual tie up with merchants. 
Thursday is the ‘gold night.’ 
Stunt was tried last summer by 
various indies. The gag cooled. 

















TAB NEWSREEL READY 


Named After Louis Sobol—11 Clips 
to Ist Issue 





After two weeks of rain, a cam- 
eraman who deposited the film at 
Consolidated Lab in his own name 
and the resultant consequences, 
filmdom’s first tab newsreel is ready 
for inspection. 

Reel includes 11 clips which have 
a running time of 10 minutes. It is 
titled ‘Louis Sobol’s Screen Scoops.’ 
Frank Seltzer, former personal 
rep for William Fox, who is pro- 
moting the reel, announces negotia- 
tions for its distribution with 
Metro and Warners. RCA sound on 
film is being used. 

Reel lends itself to a novel short 
subject as well as a version of tab 
news, 








Freedman’s First in Series 
Of Cheap U Pictures 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
‘Stowaway,’ by Norman Springer, 
will be the first feature tackled by 
Samuel Freedman, formerly shorts 
director, for Universal. Freedman 
is to make a series of six produc- 
tions for U at a cost of $40,000 each. 
Universal is set on a cheap pic- 
ture policy with about 18 under 
consideration for production this 
year. Success of ‘Homicide Squad,’ 
which cost only $42,000, was the 
convincer. Henry Henigson will 
split productions with Freedman. 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Jos. Schnitzer. 
Pauline Frederick. 
Aben Kandel. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Carl Dreyer. 

Ernest Klapholz. 
Dr. Hubert Kalmus. 
Jack Schlaifer. 
Stuart Erwin. 
Edmund Lowe. 
George Brown, 





Miss McManon Stays 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Aline McMahon, legit actress, 
stays with Warners for ‘The Great 
Mouthpiece.’ 
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Wilmington Studio for 
WB Denied by H. O. 


Reports: from Wilmington, Del., 
that Warners would take over the 
abandoned Raskob estate there and 
convert it into an eastern studio 
were roundly denied at WB head- 
quarters, 

It was pointed out that with its 
holdings in Brooklyn, as well as on 
the Coast, Warners is overlanded, if 
anything. That Wilmington is too 
far from Manhattan to make it 
adaptable for production, was also 
emphasized. 


MESSAGE GOES WITH 
FOX’S ‘DANCE TEAM’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

D. E. McIntire is ordering every 
employee on the Fox lot to see 
‘Dance Team’ at the studio Wednes- 
day (13) night and hear a message 
of vital importance. 

Believed that the film will be 
presented as an example of quality 
at low cost and quick shooting. It 
only cost $160,000 and was forced to 
earry the studio overhead with only 
one other picture for a couple of 
days. 











Taussig and Markus in 
On Reproducing Device 





Two former showmen and a law- 
yer have established themselves in 
a photographic reproduction serv- 
ice after acquiring exclusive rights 
to patents tied up in litiga- 
tion for four years. They are 
Douglas Taussig, who was vice- 
president of Fox theatres at one 
time; Fally Markus, widely known 
independent vaude booker who re- 
tired two years ago, and John Slat- 
tery, who was attorney for Mike 
Glynn, Long Island theatre opera- 
tor. 

The photo service organization, 
known as Photographic Reproduc- 
tion Corp., began functioning last 
week. Taussig is president, Markus 
Vv. p. and treasurer, and Slattery 
secretary. 

Under the process to which they 
have exclusive rights it is possible 
to turn out 2,500 reproductions of 
‘still’ photographs an hour. Starting 
with three machines and other 
printing equipment, the company 
will soon install a fourth. 





100 DAY AND DATES 
Warner release plans for that 
company’s ‘Union Depot’ includes 
playing of the picture in 100 towns 
week of Jan. 22. 
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demonstrations without 
comes disheartened 
grelized non-theatrical distribution 


tage of the situation. 
Harvard has grown 





Dodging Hawaii 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 





Radio’s ‘Bird of Paradise’ unit is 
instead of 
Honolulu because of the reported 
turmoil over attacks by natives on 


locationing in Florida 


white women there. 
Troupe leaves in a fortnight. 





Harmon on Scenarios 


Sidney Harmon, 
trio of young legit producers that 


showed ‘Precedent,’ has gone with 
Columbia Pictures’ eastern scenario 
department. Harmon is assistant to 


Walter Hart. 
Shep Traube, third of the play’s 
trio, is on the loose. 





VERA LEWIS BANKRUPT 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Vera Lewis, character actress and 
wife of Ralph Lewis, also an actor, 
has filed a petition in bankruptcy. 
Assets listed at $2,600 and liabili- 
ties at $5,200, 
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ery in the schools of Cambridge. 


With a little over 
establish equipped studios and en 
gage in active production, but tha 
it will have the backing and 


in the U. S. 
Most startling of visual develop 


Germany to 
schools, 
Germany's New Channel 


invade 


box office, and with no success na 
tionally. The 


one which Ufa is furrowing deepe 

than any American company. 
Fiim relics, many reposing in it 

vaults for years, 


dubbed in via disc system, Other 
are disposed of 
form with 


English titles, 





While the American film industry 
wrangles over royalties and stages 
being le- 
gally allowed to sell product, or be- 
and dumps 
$1,000,000 worth of effort into mon- 


outside interests are taking advan- 


impatient 
with industry promises and has set 
up its own visual education machin- 


A company outside of the indus- 
try is in the process of formation. 
$1,000,000 it is 
prepared to show that it can not only 


co- 
operation of the leading educators 


ments independent of the American 
industry is that of the program by 
American 


Through Ufa Germany has long 
attempted to get into the American 


educational field is 
proving a brand new channel and 


are now being 
dusted off by the German company. 
To some, teacher talkers are being 


Ufa admits it has circularized the 
U. S. on what probably is the most 
extensive scale yet attempted in the 
current classroom trend. Its Amer- 
ican office states pamphlets con- 
cerning its sales talk and synop- 
,|sis of ‘122 Ufa super-educationals’ 
have been dispatched to 10,000 
American schools, colleges and uni- 
versities, 

The German idea of sales is 
strictly on a mail order basis. No 
salesmen are out in the field and 
yet, according to German repre- 
sentatives: ‘We have so many or- 
ders and inquiries’—and wide arms 
are extended. But Ufaites refuse 
-|to give any estimate of the num- 
t}| ber of sales so far made. 

Prices 

Two points of importance to the 
American school are not being made 
- |in the mail order campaign. They 

are: 

Ufa is asking as high as $60 a 
subject on a block booking system 
for 16 mm. size with sound on disc. 
Fox and Western Electric are ask- 
ing $35 for a similar subject, only 
up to the minute in theme and 
- | technique, and produced not later 
than 1931. 

Equally as astonishing to per- 
r|sons familiar with film prices is 
that Ufa is asking American schools 
s|to pay $110 for a silent subject in 
standard size, or a rental fee of $5 
for a single day. To those in the 
picture business it is common 


s | knowledge that professional exhibi- 
in their original 
the exception of new 


tors can book many an entire silent 
feature of seven and eight reels for 
the Same rental per day. 
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weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


printed 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Lombardo’s If 

Guy Lombardo, approached by 
Par and Metro, with each having 
an idea for a musical with band 
background, won’t come out unless 
he can double at a local nite spot. 
Only bidder, the Biltmore, not will- 
ing to pay the $5,000 weekly asked. 

Fox Drops ‘River’ 

Story difficulty sidetracked ‘River 
Front,’ skedded as William How- 
ard’s next at Fox. Studio searching 
for another story. 





Six Roach Outs 
Al Austin and Gil Pratt, recently 
promoted to direction at Roach 
studio, now out with two other di- 
rectors, Charles Rogers and George 
Whiting. Mary Kornman, who grew 
up at Roach, also out, together with 
David Rollins of the ‘Boy Friends.’ 
Fox’s Two Retakes 
Fox has ‘While Paris Sleeps’ and 
‘Almost Married’ (‘Circumstances’) 
up for retakes. 


U’s Foreigns Off 
Universal, unwilling to spend 
over $25,000 each on direct-shot 
Spanish features, called off produc- 
tion of three. Richard Harlan pre- 
paring the stories for four months, 
will now direct a domestic. 





Shannon’s Indies 
Peggy Shannon, on loan from 
Par to Tiffany for ‘Hotel Continen- 
tal,’ will next go into M. H. Hoff- 
man’s ‘Vanity Fair’ in the Becky 
Sharp part, 





Purcell’s Finale 
Last picture for Irene Purcell at 
Metro, which studio failed to pick 
up her option, will be ‘Candle- 
light.’ 





L. A.’s Final Claim 
Only claim against the Los An- 
geles theatre that Joe Leo hasn’t 
settled in Heywood-Wakefield’s $28,- 
000 for seats at $12 each. Leo has 
offered $8 per and is now setting the 
theatre’s policy. 


MCA’s Route Off 

MCA’s idea of switching the Eari 
Burtnett orchestra from the Bilt- 
more here to the Bal Tabarin, San 
Francisco, bringing Tom Gerun 
down from the northern night spot, 
is off because the Biltmore holds 
Burtnett under contract until May 15. 








Goldstone-Herman 
That Phil Goldstone is bankroll- 
ing Al Herman Productions seems 
apparent sinc: check for $550 due 
Jesse J. Goldburg from Herman as 
balance on a story was made out 
by Goldstone. Story was ‘Love- 
bound,’ written by Goldburg, an 

exec of Herman’s indie co. 





Hollywood Lure 

When Lynn Browning, fan mag 
contest winner, came here for 10 
days as a guest of the mag, she said 
no pictures for her, but back to the 
husband in Kansas City. She’s re- 
turned here again with a Sennett 
contract and without the hubby. 





Fox Buys ‘Ware’ 
Fox has purchased Kenneth M. 
Ellis’ novel, ‘Trial of Vivienne 
Ware.’ William K. Howard directs. 


Par’s Story Sleeper 
While Metro was. considering 
Cleo Lucas’ novel ‘I, Jerry, Take 
Thee, Joan,’ for Joan Crawford, 
Paramount bought it for Syivia 
Sidney and Fredric March. Dorothy 
Arzner will direct. 


Arthur, Marco Remain West 

Last minute changes has Harry 
Arthur and Mike Marco sticking 
west. Marco will not be eastbound 
for another fortnight. 


Music Office Folds 
Shapiro-Bernstein closes its Los 
Angeles offices Jan. 15. Carl La- 
mont, rep, will work out of his 
derby. 





Al Rosen, picture agent, is in the 
east trying to make a deal for sev- 
e. 1 legit plays for Coast produc- 
tion. Figures them as show windows 
for his clients. 





Stays ‘X’ Slap 

Tiffany got a temporary injunc- 
tion against Sheriff Traeger to pre- 
vent ‘X Marks Spot’ from being at- 
tached as it was about to open at 
Loew's State. Action was neces- 
sary through Charlotte Wells’ suit 
for $19,022 on assignment from 
James Cruze Productions, Inc., Ltd. 





Commish. Award Reversed 
Appellate court reversed award in 
favor of Joyce and Selznick in lat- 
ter’s $1,300 commission claim 
against Samson Raphaelson and or- 
dered the claim to go on trial on the 





issues involved. J-S figured it 


could recover summary judgment 
but the court felt there was a ques- 
tion of law involved that warranted 
a trial. 





Dobsie’s Stage Date 
Capt. Dobbsie and his Gang, ra- 
dio act, open at Loew’s State on 
Wednesday. Booking sets back 
Betty Compson’'s unit a week. 
Career Angel 

New type of screen talent scout 
is the career angel who plugs un- 
knowns for films breaks just for the 
fun of it. Usually on the fringe of 
picture society, they spot possibili- 
ties and introduce them to unsus- 
pecting producers in a manner that 


SHANEBURG RETIRES 
FROM F-WG CHAIN 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

Contract of M. B. Shaneburg to 
operate his chain of about 50 houses 
for Fox-West Coast was bought up 
last week and the Shaneburg circuit 
consolidated with the Rhodes group. 

Elmer Rhodes will operate the 
combined chains totaling 105 houses, 
Oscar Oldknow went to Kansas City 
to arrange the settlement of Shane- 
burg’s contract, returning here 
Thursday (7). 

The Shaneburg and Rhodes cir- 
cuits in the Kansas City territory 
were bought for F-WC by H. B. 
Franklin three years ago, the two 
men continuing in charge. Shane- 
burg will retire from theatre biz, it 
is reported here. 











Steffes Follows Myers as 
Allied Head; Richey In 


Stepping down from the presi- 
dency of Allied by Abram Myers 
and the filling of that job by W. A. 
Steffes, one of the leaders in the 
parent indie organization, the Moe 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, was made known last 
week, 


At the Chicago session Sidney 
Samuelson was made a vice-presi< 
dent and Herman Blum treasurer, 


The position of business manager 
will be filled at the second annual 
convention, which will be held this 
year in Detroit, belief being that 
this post will prebably be filled 
by H. M. Richey. 





Roadshowing ‘Explorers’ 


Raspin Productions (independent) 
is going ahead on road showing of 
‘Explorers of World’ out of town 
First opening is the Tremont, Bos- 
ton, Jan. 18. Raspin has the house 
for a month. 

Washington will be the succeed- 
ing stand, with Atlanta and pose 
sibly Baltimors to follow. Montreal 
is likely to be included in succeed- 
ing cities chosen for the $1.50 try. 





ROGERS HAS RAMISH 


Wealthy Californian May Again 
Back Producer’s Films 





Coast report that Charles R. 
Rogers, until recently production 
head for RKO-Pathe, will affiliate 
with Fox either as production ex- 
ecutive or supervisor, is denied at 
the Fox home office by Richard A. 
Rowland, who, the report adds, is 
instrumental in furthering a hook- 
up for Rogers. Rogers was a unit 
producer for First National when 
Rowland was that company’s pro- 
duction head. 

Rowland unofficially is said to 
have interjected himself recently 
into production matters, taking an 
interest in Fox supervisor and di- 
rector changes, with numerous neW 
megegers believed coming in. 

Rowland also denies any shakeup 
in those branches at the studio, 
stating nothing but usual routine 
changes have or will be made. 

Adolph Ramish, wealthy Cali- 
fornian, is in New York. He is re 
ported ready to back Rogers in @ 
film venture. Ramish angeled 
‘Millie’ among others of Rogers 
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Revived Sex Film Doing Turnaway 
Trade at Massey Hall, Toronto 








11. 
show busi- 


Toronto, Jan, 


One of the freaks of 
ness that make the managers of the 
deluxers tear their hair 
‘The End of the 


famous sex-propaganda film 


downtown 
is the revival of 
Road,’ 
which was made over 15 years by 


an indie producer, with E. H. Grif- 
fith directing, the 
supervision of the surgeon-general!l 
of the United States. 

Intended for distribution through- 
out the war-time training camps 
as an educational means of com- 
bating venereal diseases, the film is 
now being revived locally under the 
auspices of the government's al- 
leged Social Hygiene Council and, 
through clever exploitation, is turn- 
ing away people at every perform- 


under reputed 


ance. 

Council has taken over Massey 
Hall, city’s only concert auditorium, 
with block-long line-ups waiting to 
jam the 3,000-seater. Additional 
punch, from the publicity angle, is 
the segregating of audiences, with 
the femmes crowding in on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and the 
males on alternate days, members 
of each sex falling for additional 
fillers and the ‘Men Only’ or ‘Wo- 
men Only’ ballyhoo. 

Film took in $1,800 on the open- 
ing day for women, and $1,700 on 
the opening day for men, at 75c top. 

Advertising distinctly states film 
is a silent but mentions Clare 
Adams, the lead, as a Toronto girl 
(which she is) and also mentions 
Richard Bennett, who will prob- 
ably start looking for a curtain 
when he hears of the exploit. A 
newly-added gag is the selling of 
sex literature at the exits, the book- 
lets going at two-bits after having 
lain on the shelves of the Social 
Hygiene Council for ages, New 
booklets are now being run off the 
presses and are selling at the rate 
of about 300 copies a performance 
and rolling further currency into 
the coffers of the deliriously-excited 
Council which never before made 
money so easily. 

With Gigli booked into Massey 
Hall next week and no other date 
available for ‘The End of the Road’ 
in the near future, members of the 
Council are now dickering for the 
rental of a department store audi- 
torium for a second week’s run, 
prior to sending the film on a trans- 
Canada tour that will play one- 
nights in the sticks, where the local 
minister of health will be roped in 
to give his official O. K. 


‘Cock Air’ Cleared, but 
At Censoring Cost of 
$100,000; 2 Reels Out 


Howard Hughes is reported to 
have paid around $100,000 for a 
censor spanking personally admin- 
istered by Joseph Schenck in behalf 
of the Fays Organization. 

Now everybody’s happy. ‘Cock o’ 
the Air’ is termed a ‘great picture’ 
and is okayed for general release 
and, most of all, the solons concern- 
ed believe Hughes will be produc- 
tion-wise from now on. 

Hughes took his appeal to the 
Hays directorate, the court of last 
resort as named in the Hays pro- 
duction code. Schenck, as distribu- 
tor for Howard's pictures, refused 
to let the matter get into the dis- 
cussion stage, saying that the pic- 
ture ‘will have to be changed.’ 

Independent of Hughes, Schenck 
but Lewis Milestone on a new edit- 
ing spree, although Tom Bucking- 
ham directed ‘Air.’ When Milestone 
was through several characters were 
reported reduced to bit parts and the 


— thinner by a two-reel mar- 
gin, 








The Jury 

The revised print was then shown 
to a Hays jury of three producers 
in New York. Their verdict was one 
of approval, the cuts having been 
made alon~ the seams formerly de- 
noted by the Hays Organization on 
the coast. 
. A half hundred prints of the or- 
iginal version, already at exchanges 
throughout the country, were called 
back to New York to be cut accord- 
ing to the approved pattern. 
These changes were made in time 
mae openings in Los Angeles and 

‘cago, scheduled for last Friday, 
4 cake Place, it was reported in 
‘Sew York at the same time. 


Equalizing Time! 


Two years ago there was a 
vast difference when the aver- 
age big exec and the average 
little fellow were let out of a 
film company. Today, observa- 
tion proves, they’re on the 
same footing with the little 


fellow having the better chance 
“or the 
Plenty of money 


breaks, 
in the bank 


or cashable stoc’: gave the 
exec of past times plenty of 
time to loll around until an- 


other post with another com- 
pany was created. 


Nowadays execs in jobs, 
franker than they have ever 
been, admit in large number 
that they are dependent upon 
their weekly salary. 

Today ex-execs know they 
can’t wait around and they’re 
going in for everything from 
real estate to the drug busi- 
ness. 


Small salaried man finds the 
comedown comparatively easy, 


while the big film ex-exec 
steps into a nightmare. 
Small pay boy also has 


chance of getting at the same 
salary what two years ago paid 
four and five times as much. 











Sending on Uncensored 
News Film from China 


Photoed by Britisher 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Possibility of a howl from the 
Chinese Government is anticipated 
by the Chicago ‘Daily News’-Uni- 
versal newsreel here because of the 
clips on the Sino-Japanese wrangle 
in Manchuria. This is due to the 
refusal of the newsreel to permit 
the Chinese government to censor 
the clips and smuggling clips 
through. 

To have the newsreel bits viewed 
by the censor mob in China would 
cost $8 per 200 ft. Of more im- 
portance is the likelihood that the 
clips would be so scissored they 
would be useless. 

Instead of developing the prints 
in China, the newsreels are getting 
the undeveloped clips on the liners 
of the Canadian-Pacific line. Ac- 
cording to Charles Ford, head of 
the newsreel service, this use of 
the Canadian boats is necessary be- 
cause the American steamers, rep- 
resented by the Robert Dollar line, 
have refused to accept the celluloid 
unless passed through the Chinese 
customs, 

Arriving boats are met out at sea 
a day before they land by a sea- 
plane and rushed into Vancouver. 
Then they are pushed through both 
the Canadian and American cus- 
toms. 

Covering the war for the news- 
reel is George TT. Krainuhuvy, 
British citizen. Newsreel has found 
that in situations of this kind and 
in countries in the far east it is 
best to use British citizens on the 
jobs, since they are less likely to 
be pushed around. 


P. A. Sells His Cares 
Then He Sells Himself 


Lou Goldberg, publicity man, 
caused to be published in ‘Variety’ 
of Jan. 5 the first advertisement of 
its kind the paper ever carried. His 
announcement reproduced a group 
of notices commenting on his ex- 
cellent exploitation for Par-Publix. 
On the same day the advertisement 
came out Goldberg was engaged by 
Oscar Doob, publicity head for the 
Loew circuit, to handle a new cam- 
paign in the interests of Loew's 
State, St. Louis 








M-G SYNCS ‘INDIA’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Next version to go into French 
sync at Metro is ‘Son of India.’ Do- 


mestic version was made six months 
ago with Ramon Novarro. 

If Novarro can organize his pro- 
posed company to make Spanish 
talkers he may do ‘India’ himself 





in Spanish dialog. 


B’WAY RUN ENOUGH 


Goldwyn Not Road-showing ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ Generally 
‘Arrowsmith’ will not be road- 


shown in any of the numerous cit- 
ies, including Chicago, Philadelphia 
and Washington, suggested for it 


on top of its Gaiety, New York, 
opening. Sam Goldwyn is said to 
feel that this isn’t necessary, wit! 


the picture sufficiently establishing 
itself through the New York 
Tremont, Boston, where talker is 


run 








current, will be only other road 
show date. It leaves there Jan. 17 





Hughes Million 
Minus as New Co. 


Takes H-F Chain 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 
Wash-up of Howard Hughes as 
a chain owner, with $1,000,000 worth 
of experience is the organization of 
Westland Theatres, Inc., to operate 
what remains of the Hughes-Frank- 
lin Circuit. The new company is 
buying Southern California houses 
from H-F and will operate the re- 
mainder of the circuit for 5% of 

the gross. 
Westland 
corporation 


Theatres is a $100,000 
formed by Charles 
Koerner, Dave Bershon, and Joe 
Goldberg. Bershon, H-F film buyer, 
is president of Westland. Koerner, 
who has operated H-F the past 
month, is v.p. and general manager. 
Goldberg, formerly in the selling end 
of Columbia, is secretary-treasurer. 
$25,000 for $50,000 

Trio pays H-F $25,000 for its $50,- 
00 equity in the Mirror and Studio 
theatres (Hollywood); Leimert Park 
{to open March 1), Metro and Mel- 
(neighbs), and the house at 
Orange, Cal. With the equity they 
assume $70,000 obligations, besides 
the $50,000 needed to equip the Lei- 
mert Park. 

Houses to 


rose 


be run by Westland 
at Pomona, Oxnard and Watts, and 
the Mann circuit of 10 in 
California. Balance of 
chain of 100 
the original owners. 

Among the first of the released 
houses was the Mercy circuit in 
the northwest. Robb & Rowley get 
their chain back after some haggling 
over notes, etc. The Biliings, Mont., 
house goes back to the former part- 
ner owners and the Kansas City 
houses will be operated for H-F 
by C. A. Schultz on a sharing basis.. 


on percentage are three suburbans 


norther 
the H-F 
has been returned to 


Duddy’s Climb 


| San Francisco, Jan. 11. 
Ray Duddy, who started with 
tox West Coast as a doorman 


five vears ago, giving up a man- 
agerial berth with a local man- 
ufacturing enter 
show business, and who is now 
city manager of F-WC in Sa- 
Cal., the 
achievement. He was last 
week elected president of the 
Salinas Chamber of Commerce, 
one of the most important 
northern California’s 
world. 

the first time 
where theatre 
always held down good 
community jobs, that any one 
in show business has ‘crashed 
through to head the Chamber 
of Commerce. 


WB-RKO Together in 
Chicago for First Time 


concern to 


linas, takes bow for 


posts in 
business 
It’s 


coast, 


the 


managers 


on 


have 











Chicago, Jan. 11. 

For the first time Warner pic- 
ture will play the RKO Palace here. 
S00oking of the Joe Brown film, 
‘Local Boy Makes Good,’ and Mar- 
ilyn Miller’s ‘Her Majesty Love,’ 
gives Warners two outside first run 
outlets in the loop, the other being 
Publix. 

Uu to now Warners has shown 
no inclination to make a product 
deal with RKO in this territory. 
Present hookup may mean that 
some new understanding has been 
reached between the two compan- 
ies. 





No More Div. Mgrs. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

Division managers have been 
eliminated from the United Artists 
distribution scheme, Former divi- 
sion heads are relegated to branch- 
office managerships with the excep- 
tion of Jack Schlaifer, western dis- 
trict head. 

Schlaifer left today (11) for New 
York to become assistant to Al 
Lichtman, who will directly super- 
vise all U. A. sales. 











Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Possibilities are that ERPI and 
RCA will get together within the 
next few weeks to arrange a new 
plan and scale of royalties for their 
respective sound systems. 

Present plan calls for $500 per 
reel royalty on everything pro- 
duced. New plan will probably be 
a sliding scale according to the 
production costs of the pictures. 

Idea is not a matter of magna- 
nimity on the part of the electrics 
but an attempt to eliminate the 
bootleg sound recorders and 
ner the independent sound market. 


100 Features 

Last vear there were more than 
100 features recorded on _ bootleg 
sound. Major electrics, due to the 
$500 royalty, have been unable to 
sell their sound to anyone making 
pictures in the $15,000 budget class. 
Indie producers have been per- 
sistent in their complaint that they 
must pay the same royalty as for 
a $1,000,000 feature. Several of 
them have advanced the sliding 
scale idea but until now the elec- 
trics have taken no cognizance of 
their argument. Recently both ERPI 
and RCA have made surveys of 
indie production in an attempt to 
determine a new royalty plan. 
As yet, nothing has been said of 
how the large studios will fare if 
a revision is made, but it is under- 


cor- 





stood that on the sliding scale 
their royalty will be increased 
slightly according to the cost of 
the pictures. 


Bootleg Sound Inroads Forcing ERPI 
And RCA to Sliding Royalty Scale 


+ 





AMPA’S DOUBLE DISCOVERY 


Resolution on Advertising Scrapped 
When Topn’s Blown Off 


Two months ago the producers 
adopted and put into effect a reso- 
lution regulating contract artists’ 
hook-ups with paid newspaper and 
magazine advertising. 

Last week the Association of 
Motion Picture Advertisers in New 
York discovered stars and directors 
had been lending their names and 
pictures to promote the sale of 
commodities. 

The AMPA decided to adopt pro- 
testing resolutions and filing copies 


of the manifestos with the Hays 
office. 
When the AMPA found their 


bosses already had made the move, 
the resolution was tabled. 

J. J. Rubens’ Vacation 

Chicago, Jan. 11. 

J. J. Rubens, head of the Publix- 
Great States circuit, is Hollywood 
bound on a two or maybe, three 
months vacation, taking his family 
along. 

tubens’ coast trip started some 
rumors about his leaving the Publix 
organization, which are denied all 


around. 


Joe Brandt in Bed 


Joe Brandt is in bed 
a severe cold, 
He's 


cruise 





at home with 


just returned from a sea 





Eastern Heads Begin to Dig 
Into Chiseling Agents Who Now 


ave a New Tie-Up Formula 


+ oat 


Holly 


stand-in 


Jan. ll 


system 


wood 


Pay-off and be- 


tween agents and major studio cast- 


ing depts. is an evil which has the 


eastern and other more ethical execs 


starting to dig into the petty graft 


and double dealing. 


The 


gets of 


agents are the tar- 


the 


chisel 


ing 
contempt by be- 
it’s their skullduggery which 
paves the way for conniving 
with the studio personnel. It par- 
allels the chiseling music publisher 


execs 
cause 


this 


who seduces a prominent band- 
leader to acept a cut-in for his 
‘plug.’ Similarly it’s the 10%ers 
' who lead their studio contacts into 
these devious ways 

One form of modus operandi is a 
kick-back only for the privilege of 
turning over copies of scripts on 


forthcoming productions so that the 
agent can get a line on the parts to 


be cast. That's all the ‘in’ the agent 


wants as, having the stand-in al- 
ready to the degree that they can 
get hold of scripts, all the agents 


need to close any talent deals is to 
deliver people half way acceptable. 

Sole danger of this sort of enter- 
prise by the 10%ers is that, being 
chiselers inherently, and knowing 
that certain type people are needed, 
they boost the ante ’way out of pro- 
portion. And right now everybody 
is too concerned with economics to 
be annoyed this sort of agency 
chicancery. 


by 


‘| Hereby Employ’ 


The agents who are _ realizing 
more and more, and especially on 
advice of their counsellors, that 


their agreements with talent is open 
to question in the event of litiga- 
tion, have lately rephrased their 
agreements to read: ‘I (the player, 
director or author) hereby employ 
you,’ ete. This is a distinction from 
the former: ‘I hereby appoint you’ 
(the agent). 

Being an appointment, that made 
the agent strictly an agency prop- 
osition. But under the ‘I....employ’ 
distinction, it’s supposed to be a 
protection for the 10% agents. That 
‘employ’ establishes a master-and- 
servant relationship between the 
artist and his agent so that the 
agent cannot be discharged without 
cause. And if discharged, the fact 
it was a covenant of pseudo-em- 
ployment is supposed to be in the 
favor of the agent, since then he 
must be paid for services rendered. 

Just how the agents deduce this 
angle is paralleled to a property 
owner engaging a realty broker. 
The broker effects a deal for, say, 
$50,000. But since few realty deals 
are on a cash basis, the broker 
probably gets $10,000 cash, with in- 
stallments thereafter. The theory 
is that the realty broker then re- 
ceives his commission on the $10,- 
000 cash payment and is to receive 
percentages on the ensuing accru- 
ing installments as they are made. 
This, regardless of whether or not 
the original property owner dis- 
charges his realty broker. 

The agents similarly theorize that 
with a player’s, writer's or director's 
long term contract, as the talent is 
paid, their commish on the original 
value of the contract automatically 
accrues, regardless of whether or 
not the artist meantime contracts a 
peeve and discharges his 10%er. 

Don’t Believe So Humble 

Despite this supposed subservi- 
ence by the agent to the artist, both 
the latter and the studios do not 
believe the agents are so humble. 
Common plaint is that the 10%ers 
are trying to run the works. 

Studio executives, beset by their 
own economic and reorganization 
problems, are more than aggravated 


at the agents taking these means 
for self-protection. That chiefly 


goes for some of the ‘factory’ agents 
who have a mass and a mess of tal- 
ent, foisting some of the sluffs on 
the studios along with those in de- 
mand, 

This sort of bartering is distaste- 
ful to the studios when bidding time 
for talent comes around. When 
they want somebody they are solely 





interested in, they only want that 
player or writer or director. The 
studio doesn’t want to be annoyed 
having to take care of somebody 
else who, the studios know, are 
kicking back extra percentages to 
the agents in order to obtain this 
sort of intensive application and 


) salesmanship. 
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Films Move to Big Nabe Sites; 
Forbidden, $35,000—‘Air, $14,000 


——_—- 4 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 
Business this week is suffering 
from a shortage of flickers, forcing 
some weaker product to the screens. 
Current stanza is just a flock of 
wails at the home offices, 
While all registers are flatly off 


from the marks of the two previous 
gessions, the ace spots of the two 
big circuits will deliver the best 
pace. The Chicago will take the 
lead with ‘Forbidden,’ the first Co- 
lumbia film to show at this house. 
At the Palace the steady pace is the 
result of the vaude patronage, de- 
spite the lack of stellar stage or 
film material. On the stage is Lil- 
lian Roth, who made a personal at 
the Oriental about a year ago. Fea- 
ture is ‘Unexpected Father’ (U). 

At the other theatres there are no 
smiles. ‘Cock of the Air’ is very 
likely to pull out after one session 
at United Artists, and ’Manhattan 
Parade’ is ’way off at the Oriental, 
with Roscoe Ates in person helping 
not at all. This house is beginning 
to slide off again after having 
romped for a consistent period. 

‘X Marks Spot’ is another indie 
flicker for B. & K. currently. It is 
at the Roosevelt and indicates an 
unexciting stay. ‘Strictly Dishonor- 
able’ will leave the State-Lake after 
10 days to give way to ‘Way Back 
Home.’ Supply of punch product is 
dwindling for this spot and the re- 
turn to vaudefilm is being broached 
again. 4 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B.& K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85) — ‘Forbidden’ (Col) and 
stage show. Weep film indicates a 
comfortable $35,000; down in the 
general slide of loop grosses follow- 
ing the holidays; contrast is the ex- 
cellent biz registering at the big 
neighborhoods, where combinations 
of cinch pictures and na 1e attrac- 
tions on the stages are the current 
rule. Last week ‘Ladies of Big 
House’ (Par) held up nicely to $36,- 
400 


McVicker’s: (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85)—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
(Par). Will make it a fortnight and 
five days; buoying up closing days 
with extra advertising; for second 
week healthy at $14,200 and final 
five days likely to mean $8,500, oke 
considering the stay. ‘Emma’ (M- 
G) arrives Jan. 13. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85) — ‘Manhattan Parade’ 
(WB) and stage. Roscoe Ates in 
person not much help; house won't 
be satisfied at prospective $24,000. 
Last week ‘Delicious’ (Fox), second 
week, managed a good $30,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85)— 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and vaude. 
Habit house a likely $23,000, oke. 
Last week with ‘Men of Chance’ 
(Radio) a pleasant $23,700. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,500; 
50-75-85)—"X Marks Spot’ (Tiff). 
Becoming difficult to book this spot 
as house being hurt somewhat by 
long string of flabby product; cur- 
rently an unexciting $13,000. Last 
week ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) finished 
eight days to weak $12,100. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85)—Dishonorable’ (U). Just 12 
days and departs on Wed. (13), 
when ‘Way Back Home’ (Radio) en- 
ters, First week for ‘Dishonorable’ 
was comfortable $22,900; for extra 
five days around fair $10,000. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (50- 
75-85)—Cock of the Air’ (UA). Sec- 
ond Chester Morris film here within 
a@ month; doesn’t look like more 
than one week at $14,000. Last week 
‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) made it a 
fortnight by taking thin $11,100 on 
second week. 


Met $37,000 Tho ‘Hyde’ 
Still Dominates Boston 


Boston, Jan. 11. 
‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ at the Olympia 
and Uptown, for a second week, is 
dragging them in by the car full. 
Otherwise it’s just about normal. 
Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)—Un- 
der 18’ (WB) and unit. With Ruth 
Roland in person and ‘Cab Calloway’ 
band. Nothing special about $37,- 
000, but all right. Last week ‘La- 
dies of Big House’ (Par) $30,700. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-65)—Girl of 
Rio’ (Radio). Not so good on $13,- 
000. Last week $13,600 with ‘Dis- 
honorable’ (U). 

Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50)—‘Un- 
expected Father’ and vaude. Pleas- 
ant with $17,500. Last week $15,000 
with ‘Heaven on Earth.’ 

Scollay (Publix) (Vaudfilm)—‘La- 
dies of Big House’ (Par). Aug- 
mented by personal appearance of 
Boston’s ‘fearless’ woman reporter, 
Joan Lowell; a good$17,000. Last 
week ‘Delicious’ (Fox) $11,200. 

State (4,000; 35-50)—'Tonight or 
Never’ (UA) and vaude. Just ordi- 











‘HYDE’ $11,000 P’LAND, 
‘RIO’ FAIR ON $9,000 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 11, 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
Fox-Portland houses are using 
paid radio time locally for exploita- 
tion. Found it effective in selling 
‘Delicious’ and ‘Mata Hari’ last 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60) 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Fair for $9,000. Last week ‘Dishon- 
orable’ (U) $12,500, good. 
Paramount (FWC) (3,000; 25-60) 
‘False Madonna’ (Par) and F-M 
unit. Weak at $7,000. Last week 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) clicked well, 
$10,000. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60) ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). 
Strong at $11,000. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Delicious’ (Fox), $6,500; first 
week great at $12,500. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,000; 25-60) ‘Emma’ (M-G). Hit- 
ting fast pace at $12,000. Last week 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G), second week, 
got okay $7,500; first week was 
$12,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35) “X Marks Spot’ (Tiff). Plus 
U.S.C.-Notre Dame game film, about 
$4,000. Last week ‘Woman from 
Monte Carlo’ (FN), okay, $3,500, 


‘Age’ Dull at Fox 
Frisco at $26,000; 
‘Champ’ Town’s Best 


San Francisco, Jan. 11. 

Picture shortage is still dominat- 
ing the local rialto with Fox West 
Coast in a fair position to jockey 
attractions through holding the long 
end of film contracts. However, 
even Fox is having its headache on 
the bookings. Life saver is ‘The 
Champ,’ which continues to knock 
old man depression into the river 
while piling up January records for 
the hard-to-fill Paramount. 

At the Warfield Paul Ash and 
well produced stage shows are help- 
ing. Without the shows the War- 
field story would be entirely differ- 
ent. Golden Gate is another house 
that can thank its stage for profit- 
able biz. Current week of nine days 
looks like tops for months. 

At the U. A. and Warners the 
bookings thing is tougher than ever. 
Swanson in ‘Tonight or Never’ be- 
ing pressed into an undeserved third 
week at the U. A., while Warners is 
shooting a double attraction with 
an indie and a football feature. 

The big Fox staggers along under 
$30,000, which makes a profit im- 
possible. All in all, however, the 
situation isn’t as bad here as eilse- 
where. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65) —Reckless Age’ 
(Par) and stage show. Poor week 
anticipated at $26,000. Last week 
‘False Madonna’ (Par) $31,000, of 
which almost six grand was cred- 
ited to New Year’s Eve midnight 
show, weak. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 
65)—‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and 
vaude. Lew Ayres pulling the wom- 
en; will go nine days as house 
changes from Wednesday to Fri- 
day opening; $16,000, light. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50) 
—'Way Back Home’ (Radio). Seth 
Parker film doing very badly, $6,000. 
Last week ‘Dishonorable’ (U) $10,- 
000, disappointing. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50)— 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Best house has had in months, 
deuce week being due for $20,000. 
First week hit $32,000 mark, re- 
markable at present prices. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60)— 
‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) (3d week). 
Swanson not pulling so well as $5,- 











000 indicates, Second week was 
$7,000, which means holdover is 
forced. 


Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 25-35-50)— 
‘Good Sport’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Weak and credit going to Paul Ash 
for draw; profit at $18,000. Last 
week ‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) good on 
21,000, New Year’s helping. 

Warners § (1,365; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Co-op) and 
Tulane-U. S. C. game. Grid film 
raising house to $9,000. Last week 
‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) okay at 
$7,500, 





nary with $16,000. Last week ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) a strong $27,100. 
Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60)—‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par). On second week 
and about as strong as first stanza, 
$16,000. 
Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60)—‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par). Maybe $12,000 





this week after $13,000 last week. 


Birmingham Light, with 
‘Hari’ Only About $11,500 


Birmingham, Jan. 11, 

Two nationally outstanding films 
this week and neither will raise any 
dust, They're just not the type to 
do s. r. Oo. business here. One is 
‘Five Star Final’ and ‘Mata Hari’ 
is the other. Lesser films will do 
more business in proportion. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-46) ‘Girl of 
Rio’ (Radio). Light at $4,000. Last 
week ‘Dishonorable’ (U), so-so, 
$4,600. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40) 
‘Five Star Final’ (FN). Good pic- 
ture but business only fair, $4,500. 
Last week ‘The Cheat’ (Par), $4,- 
500; hometown liked Tallulah a bit 
better than previously. 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
60) ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). Another 
week with exception of little flurry 
for Garbo, $11,600. Last week ‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ (M-G) fairly well at 
$11,500. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40) ‘Sob 
Sister’ (Fox). May surprise at end 
of week, $3,000. Last week ‘His 
Woman’ (Par), $2,900. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 25-40) ‘Great 
Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Skyline’ (Fox). 
Unsuitable pictures at other houses 


makes this a good evening's sub- 
stitute, $950. Last week ‘Mad Pa- 
rade’ (Par) and ‘Wicked’ (Fox); 


‘0’ Reno’ Flirting with 
$16,000 in Indianapolis 


Indianapolis, Jan. 11. 

The lull after the holiday season 
is still clinging to the picture 
houses. However, grosses this week 
will not fall off enough to cause any 
great managerial worries, Last 
week the pictures felt ‘Crazy Quilt,’ 
legit, at English’s, and this week 
‘Vanities,’ for three days, is ex- 
pected to draw some picture fans. 

No date yet for the reopening of 
the Ohio, Publix. This leaves five 
downtown theatres of the first-run 
variety. 

Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) and unit. 
Expected to get under wire with 
$16,000. Last week ‘Woman from 
Monte Carlo’ (FN) failed to arouse 
natives; also $16,000; F-M units 
may be pulled out here after this 
week if policy change goes through. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
‘Around World’ (UA). Should be 
around $8,000, a bit extra for 
straight film at this house. Last 
week ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) with 
50 minutes of stage by artists from 
WKBF, in $10,060 class. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Corsair’ (UA). May climb 
to $8,000. Last week ‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G) reached $10,000. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50)—‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) 
looks to be worth $8,000. Last week 
‘Delicious’ (Fox) held over, closed a 
day early at $6,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) Vaudfilm 
(2,600; 25-35-50)—"X Marks Spot’ 
(Tiff). Around $9,000. Last week 
‘Under 18’ (WB) rallied late to 
close near $8,500, a little low, 


Cucy Holds Brisk Pace: 
‘Divers’ Strong, $22,000 


Cincinnati, Jan. 11. 

Post-holiday slump is not evi- 
dent this week, Potent product is 
stemming any diving tendencies, 

The Albee is feeling the squeeze 
of b.o. tempters elsewhere. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75) ‘Hus- 
band’s Holiday’ (Par) and vaude. 
Mediocre pull potentialities indicate 
a poor $20,000, Last week ‘Her 
Majesty Love’ (FN), and Lillian 
Roth on stage, $21,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50) “To- 
night or Never’ (UA). Unassuming 
$8,500 for Swanson attributed to 
spotting this same week with other 
powerful product. Last week ‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ (M-G) splendid, $16,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 3¢-50) ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G). Getting excellent play 
at $15,000; in for two weeks. Last 
week ‘Dishonorable’ (U), no wow, 
$9,500, 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50) ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G). Opening day set 
house record; looks big $22,000. 
Last week ‘Jekylli-Hdye’ (Par) a 
sweet $15,500. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)‘ De- 
licious’ (Fox), second run, and 
‘Working Girls’ (Par). House 
pleased with $3,500; adding Ha- 
waiian musical troupe to bill and 
believed an aid. Last week ‘Under 
18’ (WB) and ‘Safe in Hell’ (WB) 
touched $2,500. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) 
‘Big Parade’ M-G). 
on ads and lobby killing; $6,000 
highest in months. Last week 
‘Maker of Men’ (Col), $3,000, 

Family (RKO) (1,140: 15-35) 
‘Partners’ (Pathe) and ‘Forgotten 
Woman’ (Standard), split. Good 
$3,000. Last week ‘Rainbow Trail’ 
(Fox) and ‘Fanny Foley’ (Radio), 














(1,600; 30-50) 
Blowing works 
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WASH. PAYS ‘BIG HOUSE’ 
$21,000 DESPITE STORM 


Washington, Jan. 11, 

Post holiday slump looked as 
though it wouldn’t materialize as 
last week started but it came 
plus rain which made the estimates 
not so good. Current week got an 
early setback on its opening with 
the town's first real snowstorn of 
the winter and now looks as if pick- 
ings would be about fair to middling 
all around. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35- 
50) ‘Private Lives’ (M-G). Will get 
about $10,500. Last week ‘Possessed,’ 
in second week, registered $9,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35) ‘Forbidden’ 
(Col). Will hit the $18,000 mark 
although edge was taken off opening 
through storm. Last week ‘Safe in 
Hell’ (FN) came through to about 
$17,000. 

Fox (2,434; 25-35-50) ‘Stepping 
Sisters’ (Fox) and stage show. Ruth 
Etting in person; house has got to 
do it currently with added nut, but 
may not reach $20,000, light. Last 
week ‘Delicious’ (Fox), second week 
did not work out so well ending to 
about $19,000, 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75) ‘Compromised.’ Doing little, 
maybe $6,000. Last week ‘Around 
World’ (UA) about $9,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50- 
75) ‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par). 
Started like old days and will hit 
$21,000. Last week ‘Sooky’ (Par) a 
disappointment around $15,000. 

Rialto ‘Dishonorable’ (U). Hang- 
ing on for a third week and possibly 





$6,000; about same figure for last 
week, 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50) 


‘Guilty Generation’ and vaude. Will 
get about $16,000. Last week ‘Men 
of Chance’ around $20,000. 


‘Emma’ Will Lead 
Balto. on $25,000; 
‘Two Kinds’ $20,000 


Baltimore, Jan. 11. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Vaude in conjunction with screen 
fare seems to bet for a new vogue 
in this town. The stage movement 
gained ground when the defunct Hip 
was refurbished and reopened as a 
combo this fall. It went after the 
family trade and got it. 
ment is not paying suicide rates for 
film franchises and relies on the 
stage show to draw. Rumors that 
other houses may follow suit. 

Straight vaude, which the Schan- 
bergers tried to revive at Keith’s 
without success, was attempted at 
the Palace in recent weeks, but with 
even less success. That house is 
now dark. 

Big generally is good. ‘Emma,’ at 
the Stanley, looks to be "way out in 
front this week, with ‘Two Kinds of 
Women,’ at the Century, a runner- 
up. ‘Stepping Sisters,’ heavily billed 
at the New, should click. ‘Jekyll’ is 
holding over at Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA)—Two Kinds 
of Women’ (3,200; 25-60). House 
will take second place this week, 
surrendering usual lead position to 
Stanley; should run pretty good, 
however. Saz a satisfactory $20,000. 
Last week ‘The Cheat’ (Par) was 
big, with Conrad Nagel, in person, 
solid help; $27,500. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
—Emma’ (M-G) (3,600; 25-60). 
Dressler, teamed with Polly Moran, 
got $27,900 in this house in August; 
she may or may not match that, but 
at least a big $25,000. Last week 
‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) insignifi- 
cant at $18,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA)—‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G) (1,200; 25-50). Should still 
have b. 0. magnetism and cross $3,- 
800. Last week ‘Her Majesty Love’ 
(FN) was a first run, but Marilyn 
Miller failed to show any b. 0. pow- 
er; just a fair $2,900. ; 

Parkway (Loew-UA)—‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G) (1,000; 25-50). Looks like 
big biz here at class house; should 
go $5,200. Last week ‘Corsair’ (UA) 
pretty well at $4,100. 

New (Mechanic) — ‘Stepping Sis- 
ters’ (Fox) (1,800; 25-50). Ads play 
up Minna Gombel, a local; about 
$9,500, all right. ‘Delicious’ (Fox) 
last week, a holdover, got $9,000, 
making a total of $26,000 on two 
weeks, 

Hip (Rappaport) — ‘Suicide Fleet’ 
(Pathe) and vaude. (2,500; 25-50). 
House should maintain satisfactory 
pace; Sue Carol and Nick Stuart 
top stage bill; say $13,000. Last 
week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) didn’t 
get all expected, but okay at $14,000. 

Rivoli (Rome) — ‘Secret Witness’ 
(1,800; 25-40). Should come through 
with $4,500, all right. Last week 
‘Maker of Men’ (Cel) off slightly at 
$4,100. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) — ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par) (2,500; 25-50). 
Holdover and should justify at $9,- 
000. Same film last week got great 
$18,000. , 

Auditorium (Schanbergers)—'Dis- 
honorable’ (U) (1,500; 25-59). 
Around $4,000 in second week. 
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HART RUSHING 
FOR $40,000 AT 
UA-DETROIT 


Detreit, Jan. 11, 

One of those in-between weeks ig 
current, Unusual is the opposition 
offered by Publix against some og 
its own pictures. 

‘Forbidden,’ at the Michigan, ig 
suffering from the terrific biz done 
by ‘Mata Hari’ at the United Artists, 
The latter is a sock, and may reach 
the large figure of $40,000. Third 
week of vaude at the Downtown 


shows a let-up with a gross of 
$20,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Michigan—‘Forbidden’ (Col) and 
unit (4,045; 15-25-35-75). Smart 
picture and fair stage show may 
make a little money; about $30,000, 
Last week ‘Ladies of Big House” 
(Par), okay at $36,000. 

Fox—‘Good Sport’ (Fox) and 
stage show (5,100; 15-25-50). Will 
be lucky to get $24,000. Last week 


‘Delicious’ (Fox) was heavy at $42, 
800. 

Downtown ~-— ‘Dishonorable’ (U) 
and vaude (2,650; 15-25-35-75). Not 
doing as well as expected; result 
is lower gross than looked for at 
about $20,000. Last week ‘Peach 
O’Reno’ (Radio) and Bill Robinson 
in person, good for $29,000. 

Fisher — ‘False Madonna’ (Par) 
and stage show (2,300; 15-25-35-60—= 
75). Doing okay with Alice Joyce 
and Tom Moore in person; $20,000, 
Last week ‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and 
Irene Bordoni $20,800. 

United Artists — "Mata Hari® 
(M-G) (2,018; 15-25-35-60-75-90). 
Names in this one too strong to get 
an indifferent reception; doing 
smash biz for house; possibly as 
much as $40,000, a jam. Last week 
‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) very weak 
in second week $8,800. 

Paramount — ‘Jekyll and Hyde® 
(Par) (3,448; 15-25-35-60-75). Plenty 
thin in its last three days; lucky to 
get $4,500. ‘Emma’ (M-G) opens 
tomorrow (Tues.). 


‘DIVIDED’ $12,000 AT 
MOSQUE IN NEWARK 


Newark, Jan. 11, 
Nothing startling this week and 
vaude competition is being defi« 
nitely felt. Friday’s openings hur® 
by steady rain. 
Second week of ‘Frankenstein® 


will do average business, but the 
town has not recovered from that 
terrific week in which, with five 
shows daily, house at over $33,000 
broke by $4,000 its previous record, 
made on a week including New 
Year’s eve with $2 top. 
Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—‘Dishonorable’ (U) and F-M unit. 
May pull up to fair $15,000. Last 
week ‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) 
edged off to $14,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)—— 
‘Big Shot’ (Radio) and ‘His Wome 
an’ (Par). Ought to get away with 
fair $4,000. Last week ‘Guilty Gene 
eration’ (Col) and ‘Forgotten Wome 
en’ (FN) tiltted by Proctor’s overe- 
flow to a neat $6,000. 

Carlton (Ufa) (436; 35-50)—‘Kabe 
inet des Larifari’ (Tobis). Not good 
for much over $800. Last week 
‘Operaball’ (Emelke) fair enough at 
$1,200. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50)—‘Der Grosse Sehnsucht’ (Tobis). 
Long list of stars appearing in bits 
may help to $1,500. Last week ‘Die 
Lindenwirtin von Rhein’ (Elsom) 
better than expected on second week 
at $1,200. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)—Cor« 
sair’ (UA) and vaude. Weak at $14,< 
000. Last week ‘Flying High’ (M-« 
G) disappointed with same figure. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-30-35-50) 
—‘House Divided’ (U) and vaude. 
Good notices and despite gloom may 
pull up to $12,000 or better. Last 
week ‘Surrender’ (Fox) not strong 
at $11,000. 

Newark (Par-Adams) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60) — ‘Husband's Holiday’ 
(Par) and vaude. ‘Harlem Scandals’ 
on stage showing strength; maybe 
$16,000. Last week ‘Ladies of Big 
House’ (Par) best here since Par 
interested; fine $26,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Frankenstein’ (U) and vaude. 
Second week nicely profitable «at 
$16,000. Last week, helped by in- 
tensive publicity, broke all records 
at over $33,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) and ‘Sun- 
set Trail’ (Tiff) with ‘Under 18’ 
(WB) and ‘Mounted Fury’ (Sono 
Art) on split. In a groove at $4,000. 
Last week ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) and 
‘Range Feul’ (Col) with Heaven on 
Earth’ (U) and ‘Law of Tong’ (Syn- 
dicate) on split, $4,100 
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Taxi’ Plus Grid Film, Is Best 
In L. A. on $18,000-—Town Dull: 
Par-State Both Around $17,000 








Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

No b. o. fireworks anywheres in 
town this week except at the Holly- 
wood for ‘Taxi’ and the Tulane-U. 
§. C. football film. Grid picture was 
added to program two days after 
opening. 

Paramount is q. t. with ‘Reckless 
Age’; ditto Loew's State with ‘X 
Marks the Spot’, despite Lew Cody, 
Mary Nolan and Cliff Edwards in 
person, 

On the holdovers ‘Frankenstein,’ 
which batted out a nifty 25,000 at 
the Orph, will better $15,000 on the 
h. o. At the Chinese, the Grauman 
baliyhoo is carrying ‘Hell Divers’ 
along briskly to under $15,000 after 
@ second week at $22,000, indicating 
that it’s commencing to slip fast. 

This week is the finale for the 
Criterion-Egyptian day-and-dating, 
‘Delicious’ fading out to $7,000. 
‘mma’ goes into the downtown 
Crit for a run Jan. 14, and the 
Egyptian turns stage band with Al 
Kvale, some acts, and a weekly 
thange of second-run films. 

‘Cock of the Air,’ at the U. A,, 
with $9,000 is very bad and is dupli- 
cating the single stanza for ‘Ladies 
bf Big House’ last week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50), 
1ell Divers’ (M-G) and stage show 


(3d week). Commencing to ease 
with $15,000 indicated for third 
week, Did $22,000 on second, how- 
ever, generally a much _ stronger 


gait than recently at this house and 
jargely credited to Grauman’s re- 
turn with a big stage prolog. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65), 

Delicious’ (Fox) (2d-final week). 
Under $7,000 on holdover and out; 
had nice $13,000 opening week. 
‘Emma’ (M-G) starts Jan. 14, solo- 
ing here and no longer day-dating 
with the Egyptian. 
_ Egyptian (Fox) (1,800; 60-75), 
Delicious’ (Fox) (2d-final week). 
Doing $3,000 on holdover, mild, after 
fair $6,000 start. Al Kvale, m. C., 
here next week with specialty acts 
and weekly change second runs, 
ands Holiday’ (Par) leading 
ort, 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50), ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) (2d week). Strong $15,- 
000 holdover means three and may- 
be four weeks. Last week it did the 
biz of the town, $25,000. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
$0), ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) and stage 
Show. Fack to $8,000, not enough. 
Last week ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) 
$11,500. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75), ‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and stage 
show. Poor on $17,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par), 
$19,000, oke. 

RKO (2,950; 80-65), ‘House Di- 
vided’ (U) and vaude. Near $12,000 
for long nine-day week; house go- 
ing to Saturday openings Jan. 16. 
Last week ‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) 
Over $15,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1), 
‘ Marks Spot’ (Tiff) and stage 
show). Heavy stage trimmings to 
bolster this indie but poor $17,000. 
Last week ‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) 
$23,000, fair, also with extra stage 
fortifications. 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
$5-$1), ‘Cock of the Air’ (UA) (ist 
week). Mild $9,000 solo week and 
Out. Ditto take last week for single 
week of ‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par). 
: Wilshire (Fox) 2,295; 35-60), 
Sooky’ (Par). A fair $4,000. Last 
Week ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) over 
$6,000. 


Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75), 
False Madonna’ (Par), Abandons 
triple day-and-dating with the 


Downtown and Hollywood; a mild 
$8,000. Last week ‘Woman from 
Monte Carlo’ (FN) $7,500. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75), 
Sherlock Holmes’ (Co-operative) 
and vaude. Vaude credited for sus- 


pining film to moderate $11,000 
-_ week ‘Monte Carlo’ (FN) $11,- 


oollywood (WB) (2.756; 


35-75), 


Taxi’ (WB) and stage show. A 

enithy $18,000 with football film 

er Tulane-U. S. C. game and 

— into Western and Downtown 

(WE week with ‘High Pressure’ 
) here. Last week 


Cario’ about $10,000. 
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NEW HAVEN LIKES ‘HYDE’ 


$20,000 at Par.—$12,000 for Sher- 
man’s New Policy 


New Haven, Jan. 11, 

‘Mata Hari,’ due last week but 
held back apparently to allow 
‘Frankenstein’ to beat Par'’s current 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ showing, is doing 
nice trade 

Rogers Sherman has new policy 
of showing two features on Sundays 
only and runs regular feature only 
with vaude bill. ‘Manhattan Pa- 
rade,’ originally scheduled current- 
ly, was switched for Dagover film, 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 
Jekyll and Hyde’ and unit. 
to touch fine $20,000. 

Last week ‘Ladies of Big House’ 
$14,700. 

Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65)—‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G) and vaude. Looks like nice 
$16,000. Last week ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U) heavy, $20,000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 65) 
—‘Woman of Monte Caro’ (WB) and 
vaude. Headed for okay $12,000. 
Last week ‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN), 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50—‘Corsair’ 
(UA). Probably satisfactory $4,000. 
Last week ‘Our Children’ (Radio) 
fair $3,800. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—‘Rainbow 
Trail’ (Fox) and ‘Secret Witness’ 
(Radio) on way to good $4,100. Last 
week ‘Men in Her Life’ and ‘Reck- 
less Living’ moderate at $3,600, 


65)— 
Ought 





‘Lives’ Has Minn. 
To Itself—$27,000; 
‘Air’ Poor on $4,000 


Minneapolis, Jan. 11. 

It is being demonstrated again 
this week, with reverse English, 
that good pictures can do business. 
Only one natural in town and that’s 
‘Private Lives’ at the Minnesota. 
Lacking any worthwhile opposition, 
This Shearer-Montgomery feeler is 
all set for a romp. Despite cold 
weather and heavy snows seems 
certain to do $27,000. 

Last week the Loop lineup, on the 
contrary, left little to be desired 
and business was good almost all 
along the line, although adverse 
weather hurt some during the last 
few days. 

Estimates For Tnis Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75) 
‘Private Lives’ (M-G) and unit. 
Getting expected play; apparently 
not hurt by same legit show here 
recently and this picture’s pre-view 
at State midnight New Year's Eve; 
with nothing much at other houses 
has clear sailing; looks like fine 
$27,000. Last week ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’ (Par) $23,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50) ‘Girl 
From Rio’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Dolores Del Rio not boxoffice here 
any more; vaude also under par so 
will do well to reach $10,000, bad. 
Last week ‘Dishonorable’ (U) 
around $14,000, good. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50) ‘Man- 
hattan Parade’ (WB). Winnie 
Lightner no help to gate in this 
town: picture not highly regarded 
by critics or customers; may not 
top $6,000. Last week ‘Ladies of 
Big House’ (Par) $9,500, good. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50) ‘Cock 
of the Air’ (UA). Lost opening day, 
because of print’s late arrival, and 





house remained closed until 6:30 
p. m., and then opened with pre- 
vious week's picture, ‘Tonight or 
Never’. ‘Air’ panned by press and 


Miss Dove's name out of most news- 


paper ads and off canopy; will do 
well to exceed $4,000, poor. Last 
week, ‘Tonight or Never (UA), sec- 
ond week, around $8.000, good. 
Lyric (Publix) (1.300; 35) ‘Sur- 
render’ (Fox) At about $3,000. 
Last week ‘Good Sport’ (Fox) lack- 
ing in cast names; around $3,000 
bad. ; 
Astor (Publix) (900; 25) ‘Safe in 
Hell’ (FN). Miss Mackaills name 
and film’s title assets here; should 
bring around $1,2 pretty good 
Last week ‘Deadline’ (Col) and 


«it aa 
‘Snoeckled Pand (FD) split to about 


‘Monte $1.000, fair. 


Grand (Publix) (1,100; 28) ‘Pos- 


_ 4 


Dow 
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CLIQUES BOOM RKO AND PAR 





VAUDE STOCK UP 
NEAR 75 PX’ AT 11 


= — 


Amusement Shares Stage 
Run Up on Ballyhoo of 
Better Public Response to 
Quality Product — Fall 
Profits Lower 


ents 


BONDS ADVANCE 


a ee 


Stock market fooled most of ’em 
yesterday (Monday) by giving way 
early and then staging a remark- 
able demonstration of strength” in 
mid-afternoon, Most spectacular 
was the performance of RKO, which 
touched a new high mark for the 
new shares close to 7 and held most 
of its gain to the closing gong. 

Pool in Paramount marked its fa- 
vorite up to a dobule top at 1144, 
while Loew was advanced with a 
show of determination to 29%, just 
short of its peak on the bulge last 
week. At that point it seemed to 
meet offerings and backed away 
more than a point, 

Current marking up of the active 
amusements appears to be in re- 
sponse to vigorous ballyhoo of the 
high grosses scored all over the 
country by a series of mid-winter 
pictures of high quality and the 
promise that more strong releases 
are in the offing. 

Statement of Loew for its autumn 
quarter of 1931 was a mixture of 
good and bad. Net figured at $1.09 
a share, compared to $1.69 a share 
for the same quarter of 1930. This 
represents a decline of nearly 30%. 
However, there is a silver lining to 
the cloud, for the statement was 
made that five important releases 
were postponed from the quarter 
reported for, and it is declared that 
the poor showing is accounted for 
by low attendance from Sept. 1 to 
Oct. 15. Since the latter date, it is 
declared, business has been satis- 
factory and it is unofficially esti- 
mated that for the Jan.-April quar- 
ter the net will equal the same pe- 
riod of 1931. 

Yesterday’s betterment in the 
general industrial list appeared to 
have as its basis the great strength 
displayed by the railroads, effort be- 
ing made to discount a favorable 
result of the meeting of carrier 
heads and Brotherhood leaders next 
Thursday (11) when a decision is 
looked for on the move for a vol- 
untary cut in labor wages scales. 

The film stocks were helped 
greatly by surrounding strength and 
by the vigorous campaigns of pools. 
For the time being the possibilities 
of losses in foreign exchange trans- 
actions appears to be ignored. This 
item may carry greater influence in 
subsequent income statements, but 
meanwhile the downtown appeared 
to be standing aside and letting the 
cliques mark up their issues pend- 
ing a more favorable level at which 
to resume short sales. 


News and Prices 


In the face of adverse news from 
Europe, the stock market made sub- 
stantial progress last week, meas- 
ured by a net advance to the Satur- 
day close of nearly 5% points in the 
Jones industrial averages. 
Most signaficant was the fact that 
the course of prices continued to 
follow with astonishing exactness 
the pattern of January of 1931, just 
as the December chart line had 
closely paralleled that of the same 
month of the previous year. 

The week's gain was scored in 
spite of a sharp setback in the last 
hour of the Saturday short session, 
which left the average off more than 
1%, net and considerably more than 
that from the Saturday top, which 
made a peak for the movement. 

Apparently many elements eEn- 
tered into the market picture, but 
principally the infiuences were hope 
that Washington would get its re- 

(Continued on page 30) 





sessed’ (M-G) 2d Loop run. Staying 
full week instead of customary hali 
and about $1,500 indicated, good 


Last week ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) 
and ‘Frankenstcin’ (U) to around 





$1,600, 


+ 


Taxi Driving for Big $45,000: 


Hyde and Hani 


’ Holding Up as 


Rest of B'way Houses Ease Off 





Yesterday’s Prices 





Net 
Shares Open. High. Last.chge. 

700 Cons. F...... 53% 5 5% 

900 Cons. F. pf.. 10'5 9% 10% 4+ % 
3100 Eastman K... 81% 78 TH%— \K% 
1900 Fox A..ccosee 4% 8% 4% +4 % 
6200 Gen. Th.. 1 +¥%, 

400 Keith pf.. ° 20% +8% 

10400 Loew ...sccoce 2 29 + % 

200 M-G-M pf.... 2 20 «+1 

50 Ort um 12%, +51 

600 Par.-Pu 10% + %& 
1100 Pathe ...ece 1+ & 
1500 Pathe A nt On, 

39500 RCA eeetee 7% 4 14 
7200 RKO seecee 6 +2 
: Ss + % 





BONDS* 


$15000 Gen. Thicesee 5 4 & +1 
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Trans-Ln ecco 1% 


——— 


* Sales and prices to 2:10 p. m. 











‘Ladies’ and Dunn 
Vs. ‘Emma’ Means 
Over $60,000—Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 
Another ‘name’ fight this week 
between main stem’s two chief ri- 
vals, Penn and Stanley. Latter has 
James Dunn in person and ‘Ladies 


of Big House,’ while the Penn has 
Marie Dressler on its screen in 


‘Emma.’ 

Stanley should better $30,000, 
which is okay, for in addition to 
Dunn there’s Joe Penner on the 
stage, too, and he has quite a local 
following. ‘Emma’ drew mixed no- 
tices, but the Dressler name should 
have no trouble getting a minimum 
$33,500. Stage show, Benny Davis 
unit, may help some, inasmuch as 
Davis has a good selling point in 
two well known Pittsburgh young- 
sters, 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
50)—‘False Madonna’ (Par). Dull 
and with no pungent cast names 
lucky to get $3,000, not so hot, Last 
week ‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) 
something of a pleasant surprise at 
slightly under $4,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50) — ‘Delicious’ (Fox). 
Third week likely to slide to $5,000, 
winding up profitable session, Last 
week around $9,000. 

Harris (WB) (1,900; 10-20-30-40) 
—‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Only the vaude end can 
keep it close to $5,000, if that. Last 
week ‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) around 
5,300. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-85- 
60-75) —‘Emma’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Marie Dressler’s name, de- 
spite mixed notices, good for $33,- 
500, with help on stage by two local 
kids in unit. Last week ‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G) plenty, $36,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
James Dunn in person. Coin combo 
and should better $30,000, good con- 
sidering stiff competition. Last 
week ‘Under 18’ (WB) and Buddy 
togers in person around $34,000, in- 
cluding New Year's eve show at $1. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). Great no- 
tices, but ‘Frankenstein’ so recent 
may have removed the edge; should 
do $13,000 and possibility of two 
weeks. Last week ‘Manhattan Pa- 
rade’ (WB), seven days, under $10,- 
0090, 








Judgments 


._ aathgate Amus,. Corp.; Aetna Life Ins. 





f 
Unbreakable Record Co.; American 
record Corp.; $230.21. 
Max Weiser; P. Landau: $2,777.35. 
Irene B. Lee, Katherine Lee, Jane 
Iee and Jane & Katherine Lee, Inc.; 
E. J. Smith: £202.46 


Charles Kay; 50 E. 68th St. Corp.; 
5 1 


$1,753.41. 
loyalty William 
Birus; Corp. et al; 
$2,823.85. 
Judgment Canceled 
Irving Yates; LL. Maslof; $797. 


Productions and 
Shubert Theatre 


Aug 





15, 1931. 


(mmo ee 


First two weeks of 1932 seem to 
be a battle with the elements. Con- 
tinuance of nasty weather, which 
started New Year's day, stuck close 
by through all of last week and 
gave Broadway grossing possibili- 
ties a setback early this week. 
While rain got in its licks at the 
boxoffice, taking responsibility for 
a disappointing current takeoff, on 
the whole business is holding up 
fairly well. 

Capitol still has ‘Mata Hart’, 
which will do around $85,000 in its 
second week. Picture leaped to 
$110,400 on its first seven days, end- 
ing Wednesday (6). If allowing an 
eight-day week it would have been 
$123,000. It will hold a third. 

Others zooming for big business 
are the Strand, which with ‘Taxi’ 
and James Cagney strong on Broad- 
way, will go to $45,000 and the 
Rivoli. Latter will report near $37,- 
000 on its second week of ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde,’ which got off to a swell 
start of $67,100, not so far from the 
house record of ‘The Mighty,’ at 
a little over $75,000. But that was 
in the hey-hey days, 

Roxy, with a costly stage show, 
adding $18,000 to the nut, and the 
Mayfair have nothing to crow about 
currently. With ‘Stepping Sisters’ 
the Roxy will have to turn somer- 
saults to reach $60,000. Stage show 
includes such names as Schumann- 
Heink, Jim Barton, Fritz Leiber and 
Nick Lucas among others. 

Mayfair looks like $14,000, which 
is down, with ‘Girl of the Rio’. 

Among the two-a-day runs ‘Ar- 


rowsmith’ is holding up fairly at 
the Gaiety. 
‘Hell Divers’ is dropping off. 


Metro has been giving it support 
through heavy advertising. ‘Ex- 
plorers of the World’ left the Cri- 
terion Sunday (10), Picture, an in- 
dependent, stayed four weeks and is 
now looking for a pop run site on 
Broadway. ‘Man I Killed’ (Par) 
goes into the Crit Jan. 19. House 
dark until then, 

Columbia went into the Rialto 
Saturday (9) with ‘Forbidden’ and 
will have to push to beat $20,000. 
Present outlook is for two weeks at 
the most. Winter Garden ushers in 
‘Union Depot’ Thursday (14) with a 
$2 formal opening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,162; $1-$2) ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (8rd week). Not holding its 
own so well; ad support trying to 
come to rescue; departure any time. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) (2nd week). Stage 
show. Big draw in breaking house 
record at $110,400 first week, and 
will get around $85,000 for second 
stretch of seven days; holds over for 
third week, 

Criterion (886; $1-$1.50) ‘Explor- 
ers of World’ (Raspin). Wound up 
its run Sunday (10) after fair four 
weeks; independent now looking for 
pop run site; ‘Man I Killed’ (Par) 
here Jan, 19. 

Gaiety (808; $1-$2) ‘Arrowsmith’ 
(UA) (6th week). Evening busi- 
ness continues big, making up for 
the dents at matinees, 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85) 
‘Restless Age’ (Par). Stage show. 
Off to weak start, weather figur- 
ing; possibilities against bettering 
$50,000 not so forte. Last week 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par), with 
the New Year’s Eve start; $83,500, 
excellent. 

Rialto (2,000: 45-65-85), ‘Forbid- 
den’ (Col). Opened Saturday (9) 
and, if building, maybe $20,000; 
doesn’t look like more than two 
weeks unless real buildup occurs. 
Last week (7% days) ‘Tonight or 
Never’ (UA) brought in $19,700 on 
third week, fair. 

Mayfair (2.200; 35-65-85-$1), ‘Girl 
of Rio’ (Radio). At $14,000, a dis- 
appointment; first Dolores Del Rio 
item along in a good while; is based 
on ‘The Dove.’ Last week ‘Dishon- 
orable’ (U) $14,400, not good either. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1), Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par) (2d week). Hold- 
ing up splendidly with $37,000 in 
sight. Big drop from first week’s 
$67,100, but current pace is more 
than good, considering everything. 


Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50), ‘Step- 
ping Sisters’ (Fox). Stage show. 
Even with its $18,000 stage bill will 
have to struggle to reach $60,000 


Last week, 
(Fox), got 


holdover of 
satisfving 


this week, 
‘Delicious’ 
$74,000. 
Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1), ‘Tax!’ 
(Continued on page 10) 
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‘Hyde’ $20,000 as 
Philly Subsides; 
Mastbaum $45,000 


SEATTLE PAR’S 2 WITH 
PRICE CUT AT $7,000 


Seattle, Jan. 11. 
New policy craze hits town. Par- 
amount on reg two feature pro- 
gram, at cut prices, from 50c to 35c. 
Columbia -theatre has closed. 
Estimates for This Week 





Jan. 11. 
rapidly 


Philadelphia, 
Business is tapering off 
after the holiday boom. 


pected or, 


Just as é6x- 
little more 


figured. This 


perhaps, a 
rapidly than generally 
week, with no holiday influx to be 
counted upon, looks very bad in- 
deed, except in a couple of instances. 
Rainy spell is also cutting in on 
attendance. 

Stanley is doing well with ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde,’ and indications are that 
it will hit $20,000, considerably 
above this theatre’s normal weekly 
gait since the Mastbaum opened. 
The Mastbaum is expected to slide 
very definitely this week, after two 
sensational holiday weeks. Duke 
Ellington’s band and Robert Chis- 
holm top the stage bill and ‘Man- 
hattan Parade’ is the picture. If 
the week’s figure hits over $45,000 
there will be many surprised people. 


The Earle, too, is figured as due 
for the toboggan. The eight acts 


include no big names and the pic- 
ture, ‘Secret Witness,’ is not show- 
ing itself a great money getter here. 

The Fox is a question, and the 
week’s showing will depend on the 
strength of Helen Morgan's follow- 
ing here. Picture is ‘Rainbow Trail,’ 
and about $23,000 is likely. ‘Mata 
Hari,’ which got $27,500 in its sec- 


ond week at the Boyd, will drop 
below the $20,000 mark this week 
and may go as low as_ $18,000. 


Keith’s, which nose-dived to $15,500 
with the second week of ‘The 
Champ,’ should get around $18,000 
on ‘Private Lives,’ while the Stan- 
ton, with the second week of ‘Sui- 
cide Fleet,’ is not apt to see over 
$8,500. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) ‘Man- 
hattan Parade’ (WB) and stage 
show. House figured certain to take 
sharp drop; lucky if over $45,000, 





all right; Duke Ellington’s band 
and Robert Chisholm top stage bill. 
Last week ‘Dishonorable’ (U) with 
Joe Cooke, Jean Harlow and Teddy 
Joyce on stage got splendid $60,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par). Won great no- 
tices and should hit $20,000. Last 
week ‘Sooky’ (Par) about $16,000, 
fading fast. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75) ‘Private 
Lives’ (M-G). On strength of 
Shearer-Montgomery figured for 
$18,500. Last week ‘The Champ’ 
(M-G) dropped hard in_ second 
week, about $17,000. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75) ‘Rainbow 
Trail’ (Fox) and stage show. Pic- 
ture figured weak here: Helen Mor- 
gan on stage not helping and must 
sprint for $15,000. Last week ‘De- 
licious’ (Fox), $24,200 in second 
week, fine. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75) ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G). Expected to ease to 
$17,000 in third week, and perhaps 
lower than that. Got expected $23,- 
000 in second week. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65) ‘Secret Wit- 
ness’ (Col) and vaude. Not very 
promising; $17,000. ‘Guilty Genera- 
tion’ (Col) better than $20,000 last 
week. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65) ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ (Pathe). Held for second 
week with chances against it break- 
ing $9,000. About $12,000 last week. 

Karlton (1,000; 50) ‘Dishonorable’ 
(U). Looks like $4,500, which is 
good for house. Last week ‘Her Ma- 
jesty Love’ (FN), $5,000. 

Arcadia (600; 50) ‘Corsair’ (UA). 
Maybe $3,000, not so hot. Last week 
‘West of Broadway’ (M-G) only 
$2,000 in five days, bad. 


‘HARI,’ ‘FRANK’ WALLOP 
BUFFALO FOR $55,000 


Buffalo, Jan. 11, 

Business continues to move along 
briskly with Garbo in ‘Mata Hari’ 
and ‘Frankenstein’ strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and unit. Bar- 
ring slips, should reach $30,000, big. 
Last week ‘Ladies of Big House’ 
(Par) $25,000, with extra midnight 
performance. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Husband’s Holiday’ (Par) and 
vaude. Looks geared to about $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Secret Service’ 
Radio) nicely to $14,000, 

Great Lakes (Publix) (2,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘Frankenstein’ Should reach 
swell $25,000. Last week ‘Private 
Lives’ (M-G) for $18,600. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 
50)—‘Over the Hill’ (FN). 
$8,000. Last week ‘Suicide 
(Pathe), $9,400. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)—‘She 
Wolf’ (Col). Looks around $7,500. 
Last week ‘Bad Company’ $8,500. 

Court Street (Shea) (1,600; 25)— 
‘The Champ’ (M-G). Will be around 
$2,700. Last week ‘Possessed’ (M- 
G) good at over $3,000, 





25-35- 
May do 
Fleet’ 


Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 35-60) 
Emma’ (M-G). Big comings 
often here, so it’s another good 
week in sight, $20,000. Last week 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) close to $25,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60) 
‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Looks to do fair $8,000. Last week, 
‘Dishonorable’ (U) nice, $10,700. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
85-50) ‘Under 18’ (WN). Around 
$4,000. Last week, second of ‘“To- 
night or Never’ (UA), $3,000. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 


ones 


35-50) ‘Claudet’ (M-G). Held over 
for second week, and $3,800 fair. 
Last week same film $7,100, great. 


Liberty (Jensen-vonHerberg) (2,- 
000; 15-30). ‘Chinatown After Dark’ 
(Heast). Around $6,500. Last week, 


‘X Marks Spot’ (Tif), $5,000, weak. 

Paramount (Fox) (3,100; 25-35) 
‘Working Girls’ (Par) and ‘Rain- 
bow Trail’ (Fox). First double 


header and admish price cut; near 
$7,000, big, but not equar to house 
nut. Last week, second of ‘Deli- 
cious’ (Fox), $7,000, fair. 


Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; - 25-50) 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). Fine at $5,000, 
full week. Last week, ‘Flying High 
(M-G) and ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox), 
$3,200. 





Palace, Ohio, at Evens in 


Columbus Near $15,000 


Columbus, Jan. 11. 
(Drawing Population, 475,000) 
Off to a flying start, with the two 
houses showing stage stars and get- 


ting the breaks, the present week 
is on the make and set for good 
grosses, 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)— 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par), and 
vaude. Should be around $15,000; 


publicity and tieups best and biggest 
in months; Doc Rockwell on stage. 


Last week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) 
to $10,500, good enough. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘West of Broadway’ (M-G), and 
Conrad Nagel plus regular unit. 


Should equal Palace’s $15,000. Last 
week ‘Working Girls’ (Par) off to 
light $12,100. 
Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
—Tonight or Never’ (UA). Run- 
ning into too much competition; 
will have to be satisfied with $7,- 
000. Last week ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) 
mighty fine at $12,200. 
Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)— 
‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB). Weak 
at $3,000. Last week ‘Dreyfus Case’ 
(Col) failed to go over $2,600. 
Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25)— 
‘Husband’s Holiday’ (Par), Will 
get usual price trade; about $2,600. 
Last week ‘Under 18’ (WB) $3,000. 





Par Trying French Film 
In Mont’l, About $2,500 


Montreal, Jan. 11. 

(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

Stand-out shows and big names 
point to a good week. The Palace 
has a good chance to lead with ‘De- 
licious.’ 

His Majesty’s has a return visit 
of Sir Martin Harvey which will 
eall out all the social registerites. 
Nabes holding up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (75-$2.50). 
Sir Martin Harvey in repertoire. 
Bound to hit high spots and over 
$14,000 sure. Last week ‘Dumbells,’ 
despite lowering top to $1.50, 
couldn't make the grade with $8,009. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75) ‘Delicious’ 
(Fox). Gaynor and Farrell never 
miss here: $15,000 seems assured. 
Last week ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) 
pulled in some not usually addicted 
to pictures, $13,000, good. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘The 
Cheat’ (Par) and ‘Sooky’ (Par). A 
good double that may turn in $11,- 
000. Last week ‘Flying High’ (M-G) 
= ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox), about $12,- 

D0. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60) ‘Singa- 
pore’ (WB) and vaude. Will get 
around $14,000. Last week ‘Wal- 
lingford’ (M-G) topped town at 
$14,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) ‘To- 
night or Never’ (UA). Swanson 


held over and should get $10,000. 
Last week same picture collected 
$12,000, good. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40) 


‘Marius’ (Par). Trying out one pic- 
ture with appeal to French fans; 
result may be $2,500. Last week 
double with ‘Fifty Fathoms’ (Col) 
and ‘Trangression’ (Radio), aver- 
age at $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50) ‘Un Soir de Rafle’ (French). 
Maybe $1,800. Last week ‘Nitouche’ 
(French) a success at $2,500, 








Go For Mr. Hyde 





New Orleans, Jan. 11. 

Loew’s State, with ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ is drawing record 
throngs of the colored brethern. 

Negroes take no great inter- 
est in Fredric ~March’s ‘Dr. 
Jekyll,’ but find his ‘Mr. Hyde’ 
fascinating. They refer to the 
horror angle of the double role 
as ‘Dat monkey man.’ 











Foreign Films 4 
Times Weekly Weak , 
Prov. Albee, $5,000 


Providence, Jan. 11. 

Nice quantity of good pictures in 
town this week, and theatres should 
experience no difficulty in holding 
their own. ‘Emma,’ at the State, 
will lead the town. Paramount is 
running a close second with ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75)— 
‘Emma’ (M-G). Marie Dressler a 
card; opening not as big as expect- 
ed but expected to reach $20,000. 
Last week ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) $21,- 
400. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par). In the hit class; 
being talked about and should easily 
garner $12,500. Cast week ‘Ladies 
of Big House’ (Par) good at $10,900. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Good Sport’ (Fox), and ‘Stepping 
Sisters’ (Fox). Being plugged as a 
great comedy bill; moving along 
nicely, with $10,000 in prospect. Last 
week ‘Around World’ (UA) and 
‘Age for Love’ (UA) slipped to $8,- 
500. 

Albee (2,500; 15-50)—Girl of Rio’ 


(Radio). Nice ballyhoo and with 
help of foreign films at four per- 


formances, as added features, may 
see $5,000. Last week ‘Dishonorable’ 
(U) disappointing at $5,700. 

Victory (1;600; 10-35)—‘Consola- 
tion Marriage’ (Radio) and ‘The 
Last Ride.” Fair at $2,400. Last 
week ‘Men of Chance’ and ‘Freight- 
ers of Destiny’ $3,300. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—‘Law of Sea’ 
(Monogram) and vaude. Stage show 
will be responsible for any strength 
this one will show; probably $6,500, 
fair. Last week ‘Rainbow ‘Trail’ 
(Fox) okay at $7,300. 


NEW YORK 


(Continued from page 9) 


(WB). Cagney a strong Broadway 
draw and attracting the males; a 
fine $45,000 and holds over. Last 
week ‘Woman from Monte Carlo,’ 
with Lil Dagover, $28,500, all right 
with New Year's. 

Warners (1,100; 25-35-50-75), ‘Safe 
in Hell’ (FN) (2d week). Looking 
to garner around $8,000 on its sec- 
ond week here; anythiie but bad 





for second run engagement. Did 
$10,800 first week. 
Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85- 


$1), ‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) (3d 
week). In its final stretch at this 
run, $15,000. ‘Union Depot’ (WB) 
comes in Thursday night (14) with 
a $2 formal opening and ballyhoo; 
regular run at pop scales right after 
this performance. 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 50-75), 
‘Kleine Seitensprung’ (Ufa) (2d 
week). Weak at $2,500. Last week, 
same picture, got $3,500, fair. 


SMART PACE IN K. C; 
‘EMMA’ WINS $25,000 


Kansas City, Jan. 11. 

The four big first runners are 
after business with strong pictures 
this’ week, so it’s a case of the cus- 
tomers pickin’ what they want, 

Mainstreet inaugurated a new 
policy by showing its current pic- 
ture at a special midnite perform- 
ance Thursday night, making it a 
two-for-one affair for late drop-ins 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ was nicely 
publicized and is in for a fine week’s 
business. The Midland, after a good 
week with ‘Mata Hari,’ keeps going 
with ‘Emma.” 

The two Dubinsky door-todoor 
houses, Newman and Liberty, have 
‘Ladies of the Big House’ and ‘Rain- 
bow Trail.’ Both are draw titles for 
these box offices and should hold 
their own. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘Emma’ (M-G). Headed for an- 
other big gross; probably $25,000. 
Last week ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) got 
some unusual and unexpected news- 
paper breaks and hit $27,700. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Dishonorable’ (U) and vaude. 
Should be pretty good to close $19,- 


000. Last week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ 
(Radio) did not hold its fast pace, 
$18.500. 


Newman (1,890; 25-35-50—‘Ladies 
of Big House’ (Par). Keeping away 
from the prison angle in the ads, 
playing up the love interest; all 
right at $8,500. Last week ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par) had New Year's 
and big $13,000. 

Liberty (1,000; 25-f£0)—Rainbow 
Trail’ (Fox). Shoppers went for 
‘Purple Sage’ a few weeks ago, and 
as this one is advertised as a sequel 
the customers want to see ‘how it 
came out’; satisfactory at about $4,- 
500. Last week ‘Mad Genius’ (WB) 
drew all the John Barrymore fans; 
$5,500. 


PUBLIX DOESN'T THINK 
FRANKLIN WANTS OUT 


Publix is not entertaining a pro- 
posal, contrary to varying reports, 
that its partnership with H. B. 
Franklin in Los Angeles will be 
called off or that the two houses 


in that alliance will be returned 
to 100% Publix operation, Accord- 
ing to a Publix official, Franklin 


will continue to operate the two L. 
A. houses under his 50-50 deal with 
Publix. They are the Paramount 
and United Artists, downtown L. A. 

Franklin’s handling of the the- 
atres are included in the Francoast 
Theatres setup (Publix-Franklin). 
Since Franklin took hold of the 
duo, there has been some improve- 
ment shown, but both theatres are 
still in the red nearly every week. 
The L, A. operations are and have 
been for Publix one of the meanest 
headaches in the entire chain, 

Franklin is presently in New 
York contacting the home office. He 
may leave for Hollywood sometime 
this week. 

Reports were that Franklin, who 
pays half the rent, was refusing to 
put up more money of his own for 
either the Paramount or United 
Artists theatre, this in turn leading 
to supposition he wished to call op- 





eration off. 





Goldwyn Looks to 
Encouragement 


Exhibitor for 
for Better Pictures 





Not believing in economy which 
in reducing studio overhead dimin- 
ishes quality, Sam Goldwyn at- 
taches deep significance to the ex- 
hibitor and his future relations with 
producer and distributor. From the 
exhibitor, says Goldwyn, must come 
the encouragement to make salable 
and better pictures. 

In looking to the exhib for greater 
support, the Coast producer, who 
finances his own pictures and 
spends more than any other in- 
dividual on what he turns out, pre- 
dicts the exhib will have to take 
cognizance of the real relation be- 
tween pictures and theatres. ‘The 
decision of whether the picture is of 
first importance or the theatre, is 
one of the questions that the oper- 
ator, whether chain or indie, will 
have to decide,’ says Goldwyn. 

If the theatres will pay for good 
pictures, the producers will make 
good pictures,’ Goldwyn believes 
‘but that will not come when thea- 
tres, feeling a spurt of bad busi- 
ness, probably from poor product, 
immediately start to cut rentals.’ 

Goldwyn does not intend to go 








parsimonious on pictures he makes | 


for himself, ‘although I use my own 
money and have learned the value 
of a dollar,’ by cutting down nega- 
tive cost. He promises to continue 
production on the same scale as in 
the past, believing that a good pic- 
ture, which has perhaps entailed 
more than the average cost through 
scrupulous care, will outlast the 
others at the box office. 

Goldwyn spent $1,100,000 in pro- 
ducing ‘Whoopee’ with Eddie Can- 
tor, plus an additfonal $200,000 for 
prints. He has more than gotten 
that money back. He spent be- 
tween $750,000 and $1,000,000 on 
‘Palmy Days,’ which looks to hit 
$1,500,000 or better on returns, 

Theatre Behind 

While the theatres and exhibs, 
down to the tank town indies, have 
supported these and other expen- 
sively-made Goldwyn pictures, the 
producer the era ahead a 
greater necessity than ever for the 
film theatre to encourage Holly- 
wood and its film-factories, 

This is the more essential be- 
cause the major film producers are 
preparing for the future, all of them 


sees in 


‘Jekyll’ $18,000 Rivals 
Garbo’s Xmas $19,000: 





New Orleans, Jan. 11 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ proving a box 
office sensation at Loew’s State and 
only advanced holiday prices will 
prevent thriller from beating 
Garbo’s figures last week which had 


New Year’s to help. ‘Jekyll ana 
Hyde's’ heavy click is hurting ‘To. 
night or Never,’ at the Saengor 


across the street, which is away off 
for Gloria Swanson. 
showing flurry with 
Chance.’ Other quite 
competition last 
Garbo in ‘Mata Hari’ and Shearer 
in ‘Private Lives.’ Garbo beat 
Shearer’s figures, $3,000. Garbo got 
$19,000 at State, while Shearer 
grossed $16,000 at Saenger. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (3,200; 60), ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ will pass $18,000; one of 
the heavy draws of the winter and 


Orpheum 
“Men of 
negligible in 
week between 


getting heavy play from _ schools 
and college; last week Garbo in 
‘Mata Hari,’ $19,000. 


Saenger (3,600; 65) ‘Tonight or 
Never’ getting but minor attention 
and will be lucky to do $12,000: last 


week Shearer in ‘Private Lives,’ 
$16,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60), ‘Men of 
Chance’ showing nice speed and 


may pass $13,000; last week ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable’ got $12,000. 

Strand (1,800; 50), ‘Reckless Age’ 
not much for this one and may get 


$2,500; last week ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
drew $2,700. 
Tudor (800; 35), ‘Private Lives’ 


moved over from the Saenger and 
will garner $3,000; last week ‘Raine 
bow Trail’ did $2,000. 


Big Shot’ Will Draw 
$6,000 in Denver—OK 


Denver, Jan, 11. 

With the weather fine first runs 
have nothing to kick about. Even 
too nice to expect many to attend 
afternoons. 

Paramount has cut prices matie 
ness from 35 to 25 and balcony ade 
missions cut from 50 to 40 cents at 


night. May get few more people 
but no more money. Denver fans 
not particular about price but are 


about film. 
“Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—Big Shot’ (Pathe). Good at 
$6,000. Last week ‘Dishonorable’ 
(U), $6,500. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and _ “stage 
show. A fine $19,000. Last week 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) $15,000, 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-356 
50)—‘Reckless Age’ (Par). Fair for 
$8,000. Last week ‘Flying High’ (Me 
G) $10,900. 

Rialto (Huffman) (1,000; 25-35-50) 

—Ambassador Bill’ (Fox). Good 
three days at $1.500; ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U) in Sunday (10) for week and 
will do $4,500. Last week ‘X Marks 
Spot’ (Tiff) a fair $3,500. 
Tabor (Huffman) (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—Our Children’ (Radio). ‘air at 
$7,500. Last week ‘Good Sport’ 
(Fox), $7,000. 


BROOKLYN QUIET 


$40,000 for ‘Age’ at Par—‘Chance’ 
and Marx Bros., Albee, $26,000 





Brooklyn, Jan. 11. 

It’s the old alibi this week, with 
all the boys complaining about the 
weather, but there is a continued 
note of cheerfulness. However, no 
question that the continued rain is 
denting the houses. 

The Paramount is again the lead- 
er this week, but the Fox is quiet, 
with the second week of ‘Delicious.’ 
Marx Brothers at the Albee, and 
Jean Harlow, at the Met, are being 
billed exceptionally heavy over the 
screen fare, 

Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85)—‘Reckless Age’ (Par). Well re- 
ceived with Boswell Sisters on stage 
helping a _ bit; Russ Colombo’s 
birthday had a cake in the lobby 
and certainly the Garbo publicity 
did not hurt any; week will prob- 
ably end with a good $40,000. New 
Year’s week was a wow, $61,600 due 


to big draw of ‘Ladies of Big 
House’ (Par). 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65)—‘Deli- 
cious’ (Fox). Second week looks 


quiet, but may reach a fair $25,000. 
First week good on $33,500. 
Albee (3,200; 25-35-50-75) — ‘Men 
of Chance’ (Radio) and vaude. Marx 
Bros. in person undoubtedly the 
draw; looks like a good $26,009. Last 
week with ‘Dishonorable’ (U) $24-° 
200. 
‘Loew’s Metropolitan (3,500; 25- 
35-50-65) —‘Flying High’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Jean Harlow in person do- 
ing but lightly, $18,000. ‘Private 
Lives (M-G) last week, $24,500 
Strand (2,500; 25-35-50) —‘Under 
18’ (WB). Weak for $12,000. 





(Continued on page 50) 


week ‘Safe in Hell’ fine on $21,490. 
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ien Actors in Passport Tangle 


See Hope in Recent Govt Action 








Foreign talent on Broadway and 
in Hollywood, especially English, 
received new hope on the alien visit 
regulations during the week. Be- 
lief is now prevalent that alien ac- 
tors will not have to give up con- 
tracts or W ork prospects on either 
coast because their temporary pass- 
ports expire, as in the past. 

The hope is based on reports from 
the coast that Jill Esmond and Lau- 
rence Ollivier, English actors on the 
Radio Pictures lot, have been al- 
lowed to evade the issue. Couple 
were ordered to leave the country 
when their passports gave out and 
followed instructions by going to 
Canada. There they asked for, and 
received, permission to re-enter on 
the regular English quota and now 
have new Radio contracts. 

That the move was allowed by of- 
ficials in Washington is indicative 
to watchful aliens in New York that 
gimilar moves will be plentiful in 
the future. Government’s angle on 
the thing, although not publicly 
stated as such, is said to be that it’s 
okay with Washington if there hap- 
pens to be room on the particular 
quota into which the performers 
fall. 

With Canada an English domin- 
fon, the move is easy for Britishers, 
but would be more complicated for 
aliens from other countries such as 
Germany and France. 

It is not considered likely that 
Frenchmen or Germans would be 
allowed to ask to get into the quota 
from their countries from as near 
a@ point as Canada, though no de- 
cision on such a move is possible by 
the government until brought into 
the open by some one testing it. 


German Newspaperman to 
Sue French Trade Press 


Paris, Jan. 2. 

The most important members of 
the local picture trade press are be- 
ing sued for defamation of charac- 
ter by Arthur Vitner, local corre- 
spondent for the German paper, 
‘Licht Bild Buhne.’ Vitner alleges 
that either in their paper, or acting 
as members of the picture critics 
association, they impaired his local 
status. 

Vitner, who is of foreign birth, 
was for a time employed by Pathe- 
Natan, who later eased him out, fol- 
lowing which Vitner, as correspond- 
ent for the ‘Lichtbild Buhne,’ had 
a series of stories printed in Ger- 
many, which the French newspaper 
men claim were untrue and injuri- 
ous to the French picture trade. 


Band Against Amateurs 


aris, Jan. 2. 

A new association, titled Alliance 
Artistique de la Cinematographie, 
takes in as members all profes- 
sionals, and aims to prevent non- 
professionals from acting as extras 
in pictures, 

Extras contend that amateur 
talent is a curse, which deprives 
them of actual work and tends to 
deflate prices. 











Comedie Relents 


Paris, Jan. 1. 

Comedie Francaise, which up to 
date, has put everything in the way 
of its talent working for the screen, 
Now likely to relent in the case of 
the minor players. Players talent 
in many cases is paid less than 
stage hands, which explairs why it 
is very difficult for the nationa) 
theatre to attract worth while peo- 
ple any more. 

Allowing screen earnings to sup- 
Plement legit salaries would permit 


many promising youngsters to 
enter. 





All Rights but English 


Paris, Jan. 2. 
encouraged by the success of 
Marius filmization, Paramount 
ren ousht through Irving Marks 
ghts to Pagnol’s other hit, ‘To- 
for all languages except Eng- 


F Film will be done in French in 
Sinville next season, 


es 





British Trade Moves 


For Censor ‘Pink’ Idea 


11, 
Your Husband?’ 
(WB) (‘God's Gift to Women’) has 
been banned by the licensing 
thorities in Leicester, a big provin- 
cial center, following a similar move 
at Coventry. 

This makes the sixth film recently 
banned by various authorities and 
the trade is clamoring for censor- 
ship introduction of a third type of 
certificate. At present films are 
either passed with universal or 
adult certificates and with no divid- 
ing line. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Asso- 
ciation is meeting shortly to urge 
introduction of an intermediary cer- 
tificate, idea being to anticipate 
moves by reformers. 

‘A Free Soul’ (M-G-M), with 
Norma Shearer, was banned by the 
municipal censor of Coventry, mid- 
land industrial center and the same 
town that recently turned thumbs 
down on ‘Why Change Your Hus- 
band’ and ‘Stepping Out.’ 


HOW GERMANY STANDS 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Prague, Jan. 1. 
The Czechoslovak film censor pro- 
hibited nine films lately, 
‘Queen Elizabeth 
‘Berlin-Alexanderplatz,’ 


London, Jan 


‘Why Change 





among 
of Austria’ 
both 
based on the noveis of the German 
writer, Alfred Doeblin. 

Paramount weekly news picture 
of Adolf Hitler in auto wearing a 
hackenkreuz, receiving an ovation 
of his followers, was another. A 
picture of the launching of the Ger- 
man steamer ‘Hanover’ met the 
same fate, as the German national 
anthem was played. Sub-titles were 
removed from a communist film of 
a popular meeting in Tabor, ex- 
cepting the picture of two com- 
munist leaders, Hruska and Smeral. 

Ministry of Commerce has issued 
a decree ordering an entry fee of 
15 heller per metre on played sound 
films brought into the country. 

To foster the domestic film indus- 
try, the ministry of the interior has 
issued an order that picture the- 
atres are required annually to play 
at least eight programs of home- 
produced films. 


Cuban Film Shelved 


them 
and 





Havana, Jan. 6. 
Trouble between Metro-Goldwyn 
and the Cuban exhibitors ended 
when both sides met in the private 
office of Secretary of the Interior 
Dr. Zubizarreta, who stated Metro 


had agreed to shelve ‘Cuban Love 


Song.’ 
This film was claimed to. ridicule 
the Cubans and their customs. 





Protest Soviet Films 


Paris, Jan. 1. 

Paris press up in arms against the 
censor for giving too easy an okay 
to Soviet films. Press alleges that 
while any native film slamming 
politiciahs is mercilessly slashed, 
caviar product can get away with 
murder in the way of socia! radical- 
ism. 

Papers also charges that this 
Soviet propaganda coming at elec- 
tion time is backed by Moscow in- 
fluence, and contend the French 
censor should not permit it. 


First WB British Made 


London, Jan. 11. 
‘Murder on the Second Floor,’ 
Warner Brothers’ first made here, is 
completed and ready to show. 
Picture will be taken to America 


HOLLAND SNUBS U. S. FILMS 
Amsterdam, Jan. 11. 

Situation for American films here 
is not so good, with a lesser and 
lesser number being shown. 

Sudden interest in French and 
German films has been manifested 
on all sides, with these pushing the 
Americanos aside. 








. 
au- 





M-G Scanning Tests 


Hollywood, Jan. 11, 
Some 30 tests of French, German 
and Italian players, made abroad by 
George Kann in his search for dub- 
bing talent for Metro, arrived last 
week and are being scanned by the 
execs, 





More are reported on their 


way. It is Metro’s idea to form a 
stock company of some 20 or more 
players to dub foreign versions. 

Tests would seem to substantiate 
Metvo’s denial of the report that 
foreign players were averse to com- 
ing over here for dubbing only. 


FRENCH FIRM 
FAILS, OWING 
$9 900,000 


Paris, Jan. 11. 
Braunberger-Richebe, one of the 
bigger French film producers, has 
suspended, with $2,200,000 liabilities. 

Move largely prompted by 
business 


was 
the . general condition 
keeping B-R’s financial backer from 
putting up more cash, 

First case of a French film pro- 
ducer going openly broke. Several 
have been unofficially known to be 
hard up. 

Some talk of the creditors effect- 
ing a financial reorganization for 
B-R. 


French Industry on Crutches 


Afraid a panic might be precipi- 
tated due to the inability of numer- 
ous concerns to meet their obliga- 
tions, the French government is 


taking secret, but radical action to 
avert a crash and is instigating un- 
official measures to restrict imports. 
Pressure is being brought on all 
banks to prevent them from throw- 
ing into bankruptcy any concern 
which owes them money on unmet 
notes unless the Pank of France 
countenances the action. 

In this way, concerns with unmet 
obligations can avoid immediate 
bankruptcy, provided they can find 
fresh money sources to carry on. 
The Bank of France’s power in the 
matter is considerable, being the 
central rediscounting market, and 
its action is not only felt by local 
banks, but also by American banks’ 
local subsidiaries, which find them- 
selves unable to enforce freely their 
local claims. There is no question 
that but for this unofficial support 
many organizations would already 
be in bankruptcy. 

Film producers, who thus get a 
kind of reprieve for current obliga- 
tions, now find themselves con- 
fronted with the difficulty of raising 
funds from other sources to carry 
on the next season’s schedule, since 
their former sources are out. This 
means that only those producers 
who have a steady source of income, 
or who can command foreign capi- 


tal, will be able to produce next 
season, 
The other unofficial measure 


taken by the government, with a 
view to restrict imports, is that 
drafts created by foreign corpora- 
tions or representing the value of 
imports will not be rediscounted by 
the Bank of France. This means 
that film importers, whether of pic- 
tures or raw material, will have to 


finance their sales themselves 
through inability to obtain local fi- 
nancing. 


Hence a shortage of product, still 
more intense than that anticipated 
in the States, is to be expected here 
next season. 








LONDON WEEKEND OFF 





Final’ Withdraws 
London, Jan. 11. 
Weekend show biz dropped here, 
| through very bad weather keeping 
| people indoors. Picked up Satur- 
day (9) a bit, however, because of 


a large provincial influx for the 
football games. 

Theatres were standee on Sunday 
(10) nearly everywhere, though film 
houses slumped today (Mon.). Ab- 
sence of new outstanding films also 
aided the slide. 

‘Congress Dances’ (Ufa) after 
clicking nicely for six weeks at the 


Tivoli, gave way to ‘Blue Danube,’ 
new Gaumont Pritish film which 
opened well. 

‘Five Star Final’ (WB) at the 


Carlton dived to $6,100 and will be 
replaced by ‘The Cheat’ (Par) Fri- 
day (15). ‘Five Star’ was originally 
scheduled for six weeks, but 
couldn’t hold on. 


TRYING TO RELEASE 
GERMAN EXCHANGF 


Berlin, Jan. 2. 

Chamber of Commerce reports an 
actual heavy decrease of box office 
receipts of movie theatres. 

Through the German Emergency 
Decree all benefit in foreign ex- 
change has to be sold to German 
Government. Thus putting up of 
new funds for film production made 
difficult. 

At present negotiations taking 
place with Government, i. e., Office 
for foreign exchange, to have these 
funds abroad, or respective credits, 
released for the benefit of the film 
industry. These negotiations prob- 
ably not ended before end of Janu- 
ary. 


African Co. Has Studio 
Site—Plans Full Program 


Capetown, Jan, 11. 

Afritone Productions, Ltd., new 
concern, has secured a studio site 
on the Capetown house grounds for 
making talkers. Newsreels, shorts, 
and full length features are on the 
production program. Claim is that 
there is an overseas demand for Af- 
rican subjects. 

Among the directors registered 
for the company are E. Nason, H. J. 
Reider and Bernard Myers, latter 
coming from Kinemas African The- 
atres. Group has no connection with 
the Schlessinger outfit. 











Berlin Likes Marlene 


More Than ‘Dishonored’ 


Berlin, Jan. 11. 

‘Dishonored’ (Par) was shown here 
for the first time Thursday (7) with 
a splash premiere. 

Miss Dietrich’s work was gen- 
erally liked with the press raving 
about her, but picture itself is en- 
tirely too sentimental for Teutonic 
purposes. 


FOREIGN WRITERS’ STAY 


Andrez Horney, lyricist, and Leo- 
pold Marchand, writer, were all 
set to return to Paris, after com- 
pleting ‘One Hour With You,’ Chev- 
alier picture, 

Have been told to turn in their 
tickets as they are to remain for 
Chevalier’s next, ‘Love Me Tonight.’ 








CORINNE GRIFFITH IN | 
PAR BRITISH TALKER 


London, Jan. 11. 
Paul Stein is coming over here to 


produce the next Paramount Brit- 
ish talker to star Corinne Griffith. 
It marks Miss Griffith’s return to 
the screen. 

Paramount, with two stages in 
Elstree, is now scheduling 20 films 
yearly for the European market, 
easily the highest output of any 


MEETING PROMPTS RUMORS 


Berlin, Jan. 11. 


Christop Muelleneisen, Emelka’s 
new head, had a long chat with 
| Ludwig Klitzsch, Ufa chief, several 


days ago, wit 
sulting. 

Talked over the Ufa interests in 
Emelka’s theatre chain. 


h beaucoup rumors re- 


Fire Proof Film Decreed 
Paris, Jan. 11. 
French goverpment has ordered 
exclusive Ys® of non-inflammable 
film in France starting with Octo- 
ber, 1932. 





American company outside of home 
soiL 


Order came despite a request from 
| picture folks for a postponement. 


} 


; rm 
pore 
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U.S. Producers Must Revise 
Foreign Production; Spanish 
Dud; French Ist, German 2d 


+ sll 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 


Spanish speaking market as 


a poe 
made 


pictures is proving disappointing to 


producers who figured on the ad- 
vent of talkers that this tongue, due 
to its theatres, mostly in South 
America, would represent the heavy 
business outside of the English- 
speaking field. 

French market is now the fair- 
haired boy, with German _ second, 
although the latter language could 
be represented in almost three 
times as many wired houses now 
in existence in countries where 
German is spoken. 

Wrong Charts 

Charts made early in the talker 
era to represent number of the- 
atres catering to the various na- 


tionalities showed a preponderance 
for Spanish and it was these charts 
and the theatre figures that had 
the studios rushing into Spanish, to 
make them on a basis of three and 
four to one as against French or 
German. 

But the fact that more theatres 
existed in Spanish speaking terri- 
tory than French or German did not 
necessarily mean that houses would 
be wired in similar proportions, As 
a result the charts that had the pro- 
ducers on a wrong foot have had to 
be revised. 

350,000 Sp. Seats 

Currently the seating capacity of 
houses wired in Spanish territory 


is only around 350,000 against 
around 500,000 in French and l1,- 
250,000 in German. 

German territory with approxi- 


mately 1,600 wired 
appear to be the most profitable 
foreign field, but it figures second 
to French because of the amount of 
native production and stricter quota 
regulations. 

Slowness of wiring in the coun- 
tries speaking languages foreign to 
English have been a disappointment 
all round so far as American pro- 
ducers are concerned. This best 
tells the story why direct shot prod- 
uct in foreign languages is current- 
iy in’ the dog house and the only 
competition offered to native prod- 
uct from here for many months to 
come will be the superimposed or 
dubbed variety. 

Producers now admit that they 
gave concern to the foreign mar- 
ket far too soon after talkers 
brought them to an about face. 
They prove it by citing that even 
including the English speaking 
market (excluding Canada) there 
are today only around 7,000 wired 
houses in the rest of the world, as 
against more than 19,000 in the 
United States and Canada. 


MEXICO’S HEAVIER TAX 
SLUG GOES ON CINEMAS 


Mexico City, Jan. 8. 

Actors who gross 10,000 pesos 
(about $4,900) a year or less are 
elated by government’s New Year’s 
gift in form of exempting such in- 
takes from income tax. Finance 
ministry thinks all who make s0 
little do so by their personal effort 
and should be encouraged. Opined 
in show circles almost all local 
thespians get in on this gift, owing 
to depresh. 


houses would 








Modification of tax law estab- 
lishes the following levies on 
amusement companies gross reye 
enues: 

Film houses & ¢ theatres and 
similar diversions, 4%; baseball and 
football, 10%: billiards, 23°: prize, 


fights 


Lotteries 


bull and tock 
shows, 15%. 
are taxed 29°. 


and hand ball 
and raffles 


Sues and Sails 


Paris, Jan. 11. 





Jaques Feyder is en 
Hollywood, having sailed on the 
‘Paris’ Jan. 6. 

Before sailing he filed suit against 
Pathe-Natan for $46,000 on a con- 
tract breach charge. It is result 
of P-N deciding to shelve ‘1940’ be- 
fore starting production on it 


route to 





Feyder was scheduled to do the 
direction. 
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in a picture that 


you wili date in IMMEDIATELY 


when you screen it... 


i 





with 


MINNA GOMBELL - NORA LANE - EDWARD CRANDALL 
RALPH MORGAN - HARRY BERESFORD 





From Sarah Addington’s novel. Dialogue by EDWIN BURKE 


Directed by SIDNEY LANFIELD 
NCPR Fe rem 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 








Headed by Betty Compson and 
Nat Carr, “Mimics” Idea goes into 
Loew’s State, Los Angeles, this 
week, Gae Foster produced, and 
Danny Beck, Anna Chang, Steve 
Savage, Julien Hall and Gloria 
Pleasant in cast. Does it mean re- 
vival of Compton movie clubs ala 
Ruth Roland club revival? What a 
cinch for the Raynors, Hollanders, 
Stuarts and Keenes of the circuit! 


—_— 


Smart Advance Work ‘ 


George Hood of “Stars of Yester- 
day” Idea pulled a smart one when 
he sent New York Graphic shot of 
Tanguay and supporting old-timers, 
from Detroit. Getting it as Detroit 
news shot Graphic used on news, 
not theatrical page. Now Hood’s 
company is within two weeks of 
Fox Brooklyn, making the Detroit 
pic hot advance stuff. 





Those New Ideas ! 


Val and Ernie Stanton have 
joined Jack Partington’s “Lime- 
house Nights,” making the billing 
Val and Ernie Stanton, Wing Wah 
Troupe, Armando and Lita, Don 
Carroll, International Review and 
the Sunkist Beauties. What a show! 
No wonder opposish bookers yell at 
dearth of good agts with such a 
slew going into one F. & M. Idea! 





Lyda Tells Scribes 


In Hollywood interviews Para- 
mount’s Lyda Roberti tells of war 
days in Russia and circus days in 
Egypt, then of the last months of 
hunger in China before coming to 
America and getting set in show 
business by Fanchon & Marco. 





Carnival for Lehr 


Raynor Lehr, featured with F. & 
M. “Carnival’ Idea, confesses he 
was “once a producer myself.” Put 
on musical comedy stock in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, for consecutive run of 178 
weeks, which is a record in Colum- 
bus or anywhere else. Student and 
football star at Georgia Tech, then 
quarter-back on famous All-South- 
ern team, 


No Lookers Wanted 


Dynamos Glenn and Conley, Stan- 
ley Theatre, Jersey City, got okay 
from Marco on Talent Quest to be 
conducted by that theatre in con- 
junction with F. & M. No beauty 
search but honest-to-goodness act 
material. The object — winner to 
get entire F. & M. route. 


“Spotty” Is Like That 


Paul Sydell and “Spotty” joined 
Leonidoff’s “On Parade” Idea at 
Branford, Newark. “Spotty” is 
Paul's dog, of course, and sure 
proves that dog is man’s best 
friend, for he puts over a rare act, 
more than making good for his pal 
and trainer, Sydell. 








New “Gobs” Requested 


Frisco theatre fans reading that 
Pat West was returning in new 
F. & M. Idea, wrote main studios 
requesting 1932 edition of “Gobs of 
Joy.” Seems Pat’s old unit will 
never be forgotten, and studio of- 
ficials are giving the query much 
thought. Had been out four years. 





Frank Never Misses 


Frank Gaby, the swell ventrilo- 
quist, getting to be the fire horse 
of F. & M. organization. First a 
cast change puts him into “Lime- 
house Nights” at Fox, San Diego, 
and next week he'll be shifted to 
another Idea needing cast substi- 
tute. For actors do miss trains at 
rare intervals, or suffer sudden in- 
dispositions—whereupon Gaby goes 
in. 


Yeah—That Service! 


Fine booking office handling of 
New Year's special shows still get- 
ting New York comment. Hershel 
Stuart, Fox-Poli, especially vocifer- 
ous, wrote Kaye: “Every single 
manager in this division wrote in 
his thanks for the marvelous talent 
sent for the New Year’s Eve 
shows.” 


Fanchon Report Interests 


Will Hays organization, through 
Pettijohn, expressed warm interest 
in Fanchon’s European trip, par- 
ticularly in relation to foreign the- 
atre taxes, which Fanchon reported, 
closed many theatre abroad. Petti- 
john asked for and received permis- 
sion to forward this report to 
Washington 





a 












FOR THIS COMPANY ? 


Look over some of the acts 
that have been booked by 
Fanchon & Marco: 


Fifi D’Orsay Singer’s Midgets 
Ruth Etting Lupe Velez 
Horace Heidt Fred Waring 

Al Jolson Alice White 
Jeanette MacDonald Paul Whiteman 
Eddie Peabody Rube Wolf 


They can’t come too big 
for F. & M. time 
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Talking Shorts 








‘SQUARING THE TRIANGLE’ 
DONALD BRIAN and MAYO 
METHOT 
Comedy Sketch 
8 Mins. 
Strand, N. Vo 
Vitaphone No. 1158 


Mild comedy entry sending out 
an advance guard heralding its fin- 
ish. Of some interest because of 
the inclusion of Donald Brian. Lat- 
ter formerly of musical comedy and 
operetta fame, especially as con- 
cerns the haloed ‘Merry Widow.’ As 
a one-reeler it will fit where they 
toss the odd reels in haphazardly 
because, since sound, the public has 
learned to be surprised upon dis- 
covering they’re viewing a good 
short. 

This one skips quickly through the 
theme of the suspicious husband 
framing a sudden return to find 
that the guilty countenanced wife 
and the circumstantial evidence but 
leads to the presence of his mother- 
in-law. Both the former juvenile 
and Miss Methot play _ it well 
enough, neither being called upon 
for other than routine portrayals, 
with Mr. Brian still displaying that 


round,. chubby face which in con- 
tour closely resembles the Tibbett 
outlook. Sid. 





‘THE JAZZBO SINGER’ 

Monkeys 

Comedy 

9 Mins. 

Broadway, N. Y. 
Columbia 


A bunch of monks going through 
actions while humans offscreen do 
the talking for them, and in numer- 
ous dialects to increase comedy in- 
terest. Very novel short fare, 
worthy of notice. 

Story starts with a monk reading 
‘Variety’ and wanting to go in show 
business, even if it’d break his poor 
dad’s heart. He does, finally mak- 
ing a hit in a vaude house, return- 
ing home to his dying father, who 
gets well immediately when he 
hears how much his kid will be 
making under that Zieggy offer. 

It’s all quite funny and novel. 
Primates sometimes almost appear 
human. Little monkeys used here 
instead of the chimps as in the Tif- 
fany series. Char, 





-*NO HOLDS BARRED’ 
Sports Novelty 

9 Mins. 

Broadway, N. Y. 


Educational 


Interesting matter, but so much 
wrestling that it becomes monot- 
onous. Most all mat grapplers fol- 
low a basic technique anyway, most 
of the highlights coming from the 
socks that occur when combatants 
get mad at each other. Does as 
filler in B houses or down the line. 
Not for the big operations if 
strength is demanded from the 
shorts end and bookers are still 
permitted to pay customary rentals. 

Short is of the Bill Cunningham 
series with the sports writer doing 
a running dialog on bits from nu- 
merous matches photographed. Gus 
Sonnenberg is starred, one of his 
important matches being featured. 





Technically, not quite up to 
Standard. Char. 
‘CHILDREN OF THE SUN’ 

ravelog 

ins. 
Broadway, N. Y. 


Pathe 


South American coast town with 
the camera canvassing its quaint 
customs and streets. A weak link 
in the Van Buren Vagabond Series. 

Suffers mostly from uninteresting 


descriptive matter verbally de- 
livered by the usual unseen an- 
nouncer, No action in the footage. 


Simply a matter of ox carts and 
feminine head balancers with the 
oft viewed water jars. Feel is slow 
and unimportant. Sid. 





SCREEN SOUVENIRS 
No. 6 


9 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 


Paramount 


Among the more interesting of 
any series being turned out as 
Shorts because of its being based 
on fact. Can play and entertain 
anywhere, 

This reel is another to go ’way 
back to show Mack Sennett and 
Francis X. Bushman in the early 
days of film comedies and dramas. 





Also the usual giggles on the old 
Styles, Sid 
ROMANTIC JOURNEYS 

easants’ Paradise’ 

ins. 
Translux, N. Y. 

‘ Educational 

he low moving, poorky recorded 
. f . 

~ Ol German and Alps scenery 

lat is known to every constant 

Picture goer, 

Claude “lemming, the talker re- 
Porter, is injecting more of his 
physique, aiong with his voice, as 
“US Series progresses. 

"Th } . Ps P . 

‘ Che color job is none too distinct 
iN parts, 


Waly. 


‘JUNIOR’ 
NEILLY EDWARDS, JAMES Mc- 
CALLION 

Comedy Sketch 

8 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone No. 1223 
Stereotyped the 
fresh kid who maneuvers uncle into 
all sorts of falls and other forms 
of embarrassment. It will slip by 
and prove acceptable in the second 
grade spots. 

Uncle always 
it, the short 


presentment of 


gets the worst of 
winding up in a picnic 
and the stalling of the family car 
on the railroad tracks. Edwards, 
if he’s uncle, does what he can with 
it, while McCallion is given the an- 
tics to make him appear the desired 
insufferable youngster of around 12 
years. Other cast members are in- 
cidental. Short lacks the thought 
and direction to distinguish it from 
others of the type. A simple parlor 


set and the exterior provide the 
background. Sid. 


—— 


‘JAVANESE JOURNEY’ 
Travelog 

10 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 





WB 
In the usual descriptive vein and 
so familiar. Nothing to raise it 
above ordinary travelog classifica- 
tion, and as such jus: an emergency 


filler. Lacks the strength to make 
it impress at de luxe prices and 
for a house like the Strand it’s a 


chaser. 

Doesn't really belong here and an 
example of indifferent booking. On 
@ program o. four shorts, newsreel 
and feature, it would have been just 
as well to eliminate these 10 min- 
utes or substitute. 

Street scenes, dancers, etec., all si- 
lently cameraed accompanied by an 
uninteresting lecture. Meaningless 
as entertainment. Sid. 


‘STRANGE AS IT SEEMS’ 
John Hix Novelty 
7 Mins. 
Broadway, N. Y. 
Universal 


The odd and remarkable come into 
focus in the ‘Strange As It Seems’ 
series, which in this exhibit takes 
in a wide range of things, like the 


Ripley series by Warners. Done in 
color throughout, and interesting, 


okay for most any type of house or 
locality. 

Orchids taking seven years to 
blossom; raising deer in Utah; 
number of germs in a drop of 





water; Louisiana strong man, and 
imported lady bugs killing off 
others in orange groves, are the 
subjects covered. 

Accompanying dialog o. k. 

Char. 
‘CLOSE HARMONY’ 
BOSWELL SISTERS 
Musical Sketch 
9 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Well known radio trio in person 
will help to sustain interest here. 
A barn yard theme for which the 


girls’ singing inspires the chickens 
to produce more liberally, the cows 
to give milk, etc. 

Melodies and lyrics especially 
written and not particularly tune- 
ful, hence the novelty of viewing 
the girls is the main point. Nicely 
photographed and will get by. 

aid, 





Miniature Reviews 





‘This Reckless Age’ (Par). 
Fine cast headed by Frances 
Starr does well with a pleasant 
treatment of the younger gen- 
eration theme which should 
get favorable reaction from the 
youthful fans. Quality comedy- 
drama lacking only dramatic 


punch, Recommended for all 
grades of dates. 

‘Girl of the Rio’ (Radio). A 
not-so-good filming of the Be- 


lasco stage success ‘The Dove, 
with Dolores Del Rio ando Leo 
Carrillo. Fair program mater- 


ial that will, probably serve 
the lesser spots. 
‘Taxi’ (WB) Good comed 


drama in the expected Cagne: 
manner which the men will fa- 
vor more than the women. 
Compromise climax weaken 
its business prospects, but i 
will do nicely. Loretta Young 
as the girl and also featured. 
‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox). A 
two reel plot extended to full 


S 
; 
L 
¥ 


length. Not a contender for 
important playing. No cast 
strength. 

‘Forbidden’ tCol). Good 


woman's picture having an in- 
volved, somewhat prolonged 
but good story Barbara Stan- 
wyck starred, and excellent, 
with Adolphe Menjou opposite 
and a sterling performance by 
Ralph Bellamy. Will do nicely 


all around. 

‘A House Divided’ (U) Well- 
made programmer of stark 
New England fishing village 
life and what goes with it. 
Eugene O'Neill type of thing 


and is very well acted. Headed 
for verage business or better, 
depending on how sold. 

‘Nur Du’ (Tobis). Lack of 
story originally will keep this 
German musical from getting 
very far. No names to attract 
either. 

‘Mystere de 
(Haik) French 
One of the 


la Villa Rose’ 
nystery yarn. 
earliest French 
talkers but ought to draw 
Frenchmen. No good without 
a knowledge of French. 

‘Die vom Rummelplatz’ (On- 
dra-Lamac). German musical 
and bad from every stand- 
point. Hopeless for American 
audiences and even Germans 
will find it dull. 





THIS RECKLESS AGE 


Paramount production and release, di- 
rected. by-Frank Tuttle. Featured players, 
Frances Starr, ‘Buddy’ Rogers, Peggy 
Shannon and Frances Dee. Story by Lewis 
Beach; adaptation by Joseph L. Mankie- 
wicz. Cameraman, Henry Sharp. At the 
Paramount, New York, week of Jan. 7. 
Running time, 65 mins. 

Bradley Ingals...........+--..-bBuddy Rogers 
Donald Ingals.....e.e..++.-Richard Bennett 
Mary Burke.......cscseesee- Peggy Shannon 
Goliath Whitney...........Charlie Ruggles 
Lois Ingals....cccccccscsccceesFrances Dee 
Eunice Ingals...... ceccccccssmacances Starr 














A gay handling of the protracted 
} screen debate over the younger gen- 


eration, taking the opposite side 
from thé recent release ‘Are These 
Our Children?’ Treatment of the 


youngsters and their foibles is alto- 
gether genial and urbane, and the 
i flap fan reaction ought to be favor- 
able, indicating first-rate returns at 
ithe box office. 


Results of the pictures that frown 
upon the modern youth seem to 
have been better than average in 
the neighborhoods, representing the 
interest of the elders in that angle 
of the question. Here the young 


| people themselves have a chance to 
lregister their feeling toward the 
|} subject. On the face of it the new 
Paramount release ought to benefit 
substantially. 

Picture is interpreted by a bril- 
liant cast, and they do generously 
by what the script supplied the. 
That wasn’t much, to be sure, but it 
does space out an hour of thor- 
oughly engaging entertainment. 
Film is pretty completely lacking in 
anything resembling dramatic force, 
and what plot is present is largely 
synthetic, particularly in the clos- 
ing sequence, but in the place of 
drama there is an abundance of 
sentimentality in the relations of a 
sometimes rowdy, but always hon- 
est and courageous pair of ado- 
lescents toward their parents, who 
in turn deal with them with large 
and affectionate tolerance. 

It is in the sympathetically drawn 
family picture that the punch of the 
story lies. There is the mother role 
engagingly played by Frances Starr, 
jan extraordinarily sketched variety 
of the type, a mother who is borne 
along through life by an abiding 
affection for her husband and a 
splendid faith and happiness in the 
integrity of her two children, boy 





and girl. In short that screen rarity, 
a serene and contented mother. On 
that count alone the fan _ public 
owes this producer and this con- 
summate actress a debt of grati- 
tude. 

Story is expertly told within its 


modest comedy limits and the play- 
ing by the cast is flawless. There 
is an artificial twist to the final 
passages, wherein a callow youth in 
a flash of inspiration extricates his 
father from a serious predicament 
into which he has guilelessly al- 
lowed himself to fall. Story struc- 
ture is therefore weak, but the 
character building is extremely well 








Radio-Pathe Schedule 
Calls for 18 by March 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Lee Marcus and Katherine 


Brown, Radio’s eastern scenario 
head, are in town with Jos. Schnit- 
zer due Thursday (14) and Hiram 
Brown expected within the next 10 
days. They will set the combined 
Radio-Pathe program for the com- 
ing year. 

Present schedule calls for 18 to 
be put in work before March, but 
it is anticipated that revision may 
reduce these figures. 





Dubin’s Ap Op 
Minneapolis, Jan. 11. 
Dave Dubin, branch manager for 
Columbia in Chicago, is in a local 
hospital recuperating from an ap op. 
He’s expected out and back in 





Chicago in a couple of weeks. 








a 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘This Reckless Age’ (Par.). 
much of a moral to guide them and 


matrons. 





Weakly climaxed plot comes to no 
posing solution of the Youngstets- 


concentrate on excellent characterizations, sympathetic to both flaps 


im- 
not 
can 


versus-Parents problem. With 
no strong love interest, fanettes 
and 


‘Girl of the Rio’ (Radio). Lots of talk and no moventent make thi 
synthetic romance tedious. 

‘Taxi’ (WB). Swift series of hard-boiled gags put over by anothet 
tough Cagney characterization. Good mugg stuff which women do! 
appreciate. 

‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox). Three former burlesque queens now in so- 


ciety, reunited for some tasteless, v1 jlently over-played farce. Provincial 
matrons will laugh at its spotty slapstick; flaps will unanimously avoid 
it. 

‘Forbidden’ (Col). Maternal sacrifice woven into a disjointed sto oO 
a small town girl who becomes the mistress of a governor, Pror 
to be a rood womans ] ture put fa tté iz ivi a 0 j ird 
any Cinderella thet confused by this one’s jumpy cor ii and 
disappointed by drean that never come true. 

‘The Big Shot’ (Patne) Small town get-ric} suick ethod deta d 
without imaginatior I shrewdness To = st ‘wna at i 


| intrigue the ladies. 


managed, and the clear-cut sketches 
of a charming family group are de- 
lightfully developed. 

Young Rogers does one of the 
neatest, if least important, bits of 
juvenile playing of his career, while 
the two younger women of the cast, 
Peggy Shannon and Frances Dee, 
make two contrasting examples of 
the current flap type, the former a 
rather conventional figure and the 
latter a sometimes scatterbrain 
hoyden who necks with an abandon 
that is all on the surface, while in- 
wardly her heart and intentions are 
in the right places. 

Picture throughout has a capital 
atmosphere of young high spirits 
in a crowd of youngsters home from 
college for the Christmas holidays, 
shrewdly contrasted with the older 
pair represented by Miss Starr and 





Richard Bennett, who plays the 
doting father to the queen's own 


taste. 

If the story had had any dramatic 
substance it would have been a 
whale with this kind of acting and 
producing. Added to the capital 
performances turned in by the peo- 
ple named, there is a daintily writ- 
ten and suavely played polite char- 
acter bit contributed by the always 
dependable Charles Ruggles, the 
center of a fascinatingly sentimen- 
tal scene with Miss Dee, charming 
even if it is a little phony, 


There is much that is artificial 
about the whole picture, but its 
knowing emphasis upon the senti- 
mental angle carries it through. 

Rush. 

GIRL OF THE RIO 











Radio production and release, starring 
Dolores Del Rio, Leo Carrillo featured 
directed by Herbert Brenon, Adaptation 
9y Elizabeth Meehan from the Willard 

ick play, “The Dove,’ produced by David 

asco, Which turn was based on a 
|story by Gerall Beaumont. Cameraman, 
t leo Tover At the Mayfair, New York, 
Jan. 8. Running time, 70 mins. 
ee, SPP ETE Trrir er Dolores Del Rio 
Bem FOGG. 202s ccccseseve escccess Leo Carrillo 
Johnny Powell.....seeccese.-Norman Foster 
O’Grady.....csccevcere eocccesers Raiph Ince 
The Matron......- cece .Lucille Gleason 
ENG. 5 6066060068 cocccccceees FUna Murphy 
| Mike@....seeeseecee ooeecce eevee Stanley Fields 
itt) Pee ee coccccces Frank Campeau 
| it Dvccrcvcccecescee®bessens Roberta Gale 
| Best the Radio studio could do 
, | with the old Belasco hit was to 
make it into a fairly good prograin 
| subject. Artistic quality is mild, 


ult the story itself has elements of | 
| popular appeal that promise returns | * 


|frem the subsequent releases, even 
j ‘. . 

}if-the deluxe first runs turn out 
only fair. Good exploitation for the 


| Broadway release likely to help ma- 


— 


terially, and the release will demand 
energetic selling. 
One of the mistakes in the cellue 


loid transcription was a  halfe 
hearted attempt to build Dolores 
Del Rio into a star part, whereas 


the story obviously calls for the 
starring of the male lead. Leo Care 
rillo does a nice job of the former 
Holbrook stage role, even if he does 
play it down to the lower fan levels 
with a technique often too vigorous 
and lacking in finely-balanced char- 
acter comedy. 

Action is often slow-footed, ree 
sponsibility for which probably lies 
in the Radio editorial department, 
although the effort to promote Miss 
Del Rio into the spotlight may have 
been one cause. Veision is ade 
dicted to close-ups of the star which 
mean little, while playing down the 
flamboyant comedy-drama part of 
Don Jose (Carrillo) detracts from 
the audience reaction that made the 
stage play one of the events of its 


season. It was once the subject of 
a Norma Talmadge silent. 


Part is 
Even in 


an ideal one for Carrillo. 
his secondary capacity he 
takes the picture away from the 
star. Somehow on the screen the 
surprise finish does not deliver 
probably due to some failure in 
adroit manipulction of the build-up 
it received in Belasco’s hands. Any- 
how, the battle of wits between the 
boastful Don and the Girl, with her 
lover's life at stake, doesn’t inspire 
the tension it should. 

Distracting side issues are numer- 
ous. The camera technique often 
gives the studio too much latitude 
and the shrewdly-nursed simplicity 
and suspense of a stage play—made 
so by the limitations of the theatre 
—frequently are lost in transition, 
This is one of those cases. The too 
frequent switch of background is a 
little bewildering, and sloppy prepa- 
ration helps te confusion. 

For instance, there is a glimpse 
of two horsemen on a hill appa- 
rently spying on the two lovers in 
the woods. As the-horsemen dee 
part they exchange a bag of money, 
and that sequence is abruptly cut 
there. Presently there is a gam- 
bling room scene and a strange 
character goes into a dice game and 
gets shot for using trick bones. It 
isn’t until you get on the subway 
station on the way home that it oc- 
curs to you that the two horsemen 
were not spying on the lovers at 
all, but were framing a job on the 
dice game. 

That’s just one sample of bad 
preparation and handling of dra- 
matic build-up sequ2nce, and it 
must have happened in the adapta- 
tion because Belasco never commit- 
ted a technical faux pas of that 
kind. The detail mentioned is typi- 
cal of the whole treatment, the 
preparation being frequently inex- 
pert in elemental respects. 

Miss Del Rio turns in an indif- 
ferent performance, her love scenes 
being especially weak. Indeed, the 
acting cf Norman Foster as the 
American :over topped Lers for ro- 
mantic vigor, and when a juvenile 
overshadows a woman star in love 
passages something is amiss. Frank 
Campeau, Lucille Gleason and Ralph 
Ince handled subordinate roles 
neatly as always. Rush. 


TAXI 


Warner Brothers production and relea:e, 
Features James Cagney and Loretta 
Young. George E. Stone and Guy Kibbee 
underlined. Directed by Roy Del Ruth. 
No author mentioned. Adaptation and dia- 
log by Kubec Glasmon and John Bright. 
At the Strand, N. Y¥., week Jan. 6. Rune 








ning time, 70 mins. 
Matt Nolan........++.se0+..-James Cagney 
Oy ccceas eoccccccsccesesss- Loretta Young 
Skeets ....cccccccccsesss.- George E. Stone 
Marie ..... sceecceccceess-Vorothy Burgess 
EOD Melly. .ccoscestoseseesss es Guy Kibbee 
Ey. .evsvee scecccscsoccess.+- Leila Bennett 
Joe Silva... .secccccccscess+..-Matt McHugh 
An hour’s entertainment for the 


boys in the now established golden 
hearted hoodlum manner of Cagney, 
It’s doubtful if the women are going 
to like ‘Taxi’ to any great extent, 
though the picture will be given a 
lift by the exploitation squad which 
can pounce upon present or past 
taxi rate strifes to help it along in 
plentiful localities. Picture ought 
to do nicely between the hook-up 
possibilities and the male following 
its leading player has acquired. 

As a deese, does and dem, chip- 
on-the-shoulder, on-the-make ex- 
ample of young America the chare 
acter knows no better interpreta- 
tion on the screen than that which 
Cagney gives it. The populace, at 
least that portion attending the 
Strand, are now expectant of this 
player socking all and sundry in- 
cluding all the women in the cast, 
There's even a distinct tremor of 
disappointment through the house 
waen no wallop i forthcoming. 
They start to laugh when the argu- 
ments start in pure anticipation of 
the expected and desired finish. 
And Cagney probably has no more 
partial gathering than the mob 
which gathers at the Strand when- 
ever they hang out his name. The 
boys start to gather early and a 
peek at 12:30 noon will reveal a 
good sized assemblage of 90% male, 
That element which delays deliver- 
ies to see a picture, and drops over 





from Eichth avenue and west, goes 
jin a big way for the manner in 
which James handles his _ film 
yomen. They also enjoy the way 
he scraps, 2s Cagney so closely ape 
|proaches the way the average citie 
izen in moments of everyday stress 
| (Continued on page 24) 
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. Setting a 
1942 Love Pace! 
. Starting a 
1932 Thrill Race! 


minute egg 
with a heart 
of gold! 
LORETTA YOUNG 
GEO. E. STONE 


And for your farther enjoyment these superh Vusaphone Shorts feotering— 

NEELEY EDGARDS ced JAMES McCALLION to “Junior” ...E. M. NEWMAN - 

‘Travel Talks “Jevenese Journey™....DONALD BRIAN and MAYO METHOT 
fm “Squering the Triangle”. c+ 
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SCENIC WONDERS 


PAUL 


Before Your Very Eyes a 

Gallant Gentleman and 

Lover Turns Into a Mon- 
strous Fiend . . . Brute! 


Thrill., Gasp to the mest amazing 
picture of cntértainment history! 





FREDRIC MARCH 
MIRIAM HOPKINS—ROSE HOBART 
Don’t Fail to See It TODAY 
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“Mickey Cuts Up” 
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Sing, You Sinners! 
‘Because RKO Vaudévitie 
brings you the screen's 
alluring, sizzling siren 
ef song. Greet her today! 
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IN PERSO 


Direct from her Broadway 
triumphs in the “Vanities” 


NINA OLIVETTE 


And Her @ Cheerleaders 3 
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And His Comedy Company 
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By Epes W. Sargent 





Launching a Paper 

An ambitious high school in a 
small town started a class in jour- 
nalism. There was no local paper, 
for the town was too small and too 
close to a city which supplied the 
daily reading. 

The local theatre manager felt 
the lack of a daily even more than 
the journalism class for he could 
not afford to advertise in the city 
paper. So he got together with the 
school and a local printer to start 
a four-page semi-weekly for which 
the students would do the editorial 
work under the direction of the in- 
structor, who used to be a newspa- 


perman before high pressure 
wrecked his health. 
Local merchants support’ the 


school sheet where they might not 
favor either the theatre or the 
printer, and although the paper was 
not started until late in Septem- 
ber it came down to the holidays 
with a neat profit, which has been 
turned over to the school fund. 

The theatre gets a quarter page 
ad free in return for the idea, and 
also supplies some of the items for 
the picture department, which gen- 
erally runs two columns. 

Stunt is working so well an effort 
will be made to carry it through the 
summer vacation period. 


Cider for Nerves 
Cleveland. 
RKO Hipp offered free cider to all 
who felt the need for a bracer be- 
fore or after seeing ‘Frankenstein.’ 
Local concern donated the apple 
juice and gave away drinks from a 
stand erected in the lobby. 


Changing Press Books 


Both Paramount and RKO are 
issuing for their own theatres a 
campaign book on each _ picture 
which materially differs from the 
press sheets, so much so that RKO 
is asking $2 and $3 for the campaign 
sheet. 

Warners is the first to make a 
genera] issue of a similar book to 
supplant the regular press book. 





Modern Crier 


Covering all feeder towns is al- 
ways something of a problem. One 
midwesterner who draws from seven 
towns has. solved it with what he 
calls his ‘town crier.’ 

This is the familiar light truck 
with a loud speaker. Truck makes 
each town twice a week and covers 
both the residential and business 
sections. Doesn’t take long, since 
all seven spots are too small to sup- 
port a theatre. 

Auto comes to a stop about every 
400 feet, and after ringing a bell the 
speaker announces the current and 
coming attractions, interspersed 
with announcements of bargain 
sales at the various stores as a fur- 
ther temptation to housewives. 

Merchants kick in for the price of 
the gas and crier. A streamer on 
both sides annound¢es the car as the 
theatre’s ‘Town Crier.’ 


Television as Ballyhoo 


Los Angeles. 

Rialto, local downtown grind, is 
using a _ television demonstration 
this week as a ballyhoo, with trans- 
mitter in lobby and receiving ap- 
paratus in inside foyer. Cartoon 
film is the subject. 

Sam Cohn formed the Pan-Pacific 
Television society to use the long- 
distance see-hear gadget as a busi- 
ness builder. 


‘Reno’ in Seattle 


Seattle. 

Local Orpheum exploitation de- 
partment had 10 drug store windows 
featuring ‘Peach o’ Reno’ sundae, 
With photos, enlarged, showing 
Wheeler, Woolsey and Dorothy Lee, 
picture being five feet wide. Gals 
in stores also wore ribbons flashing 
picture’s name. Postcards were 
mailed to all local lawyers, due to 
legal aspects involved in story. 

Joe Cooper also got front page 
free space in the ‘Star’ with faked- 
up pix showing Wheeler and Wool- 
sey holding ‘tickle doll’ and printing 
Wire from the boys, saying they like 
the dolls. Star had campaign on 
its own for the ‘tickle dolls’ for kid 
appeal over holidays. 





Carding Favorites 


Some managers go to consider- 
able trouble to acquire and maintain 
a list of patrons’ likes and dislikes. 
Customers are urged to name their 
favorite stars; these preferences are 
listed and a special] notice is sent, 
by mail or telephone, whenever the 
favored player is to be seen in a 
picture, 

Managers who are not kidding 
themselves are frank to admit that 
this is more or less the bunk, be- 
Cause it is seldom that such a list 
holds 25% accurate within three 
months, Patrons see their once fa- 
vored Star in a poor picture or see 
Someone else in a gooe one, and 
they shift preferences. 

Two or three years ago a small 





town manager who knew about 80% 
of his patrons put the idea to a test. 
He had 34 names under one star’s 
guide card, and all were notified. A 
check showed that only three on the 
list came the two nights the picture 
was played. He made a point of 
asking the others, when they did 
‘ome, and found only two who would 
have come had not other engage- 
ments prevented. The others were 
not particularly interested, and more 
than half had switched to other 
favorites. 


Selling Legit 
Los Angeles. 

Going legit with ‘Lysistrata’ as 
the first play, Carthay Circle used 
a& number of ideas new to stage 
play exploitation. Manager Nor- 
man Sprowl and P. A. Troy Orr 
were responsible. 

They were faced with the prob- 
lem of selling the house as a legit 
theatre and peddling ‘Lysistrata’ at 
the same time, with the latter dif- 
ficult because the classic impres- 
sion had to be dispelled and par- 
ents had to be warned against 
bringing kids. 


Take to Trains 


‘Union Depot’ is on its way, 
which reminds that some years ago 
a set of highly profitable lobbies 
were worked for a railroad title, all 
suggesting the trainshed in a sta- 
tion, with the doors the entrances to 
the observation cars. 

It takes a little more building 
than the chains will approve these 
days, and perhaps more than other 
theatres can afford, but it is a com- 
paratively simple matter to effect 
some such transformation in the 
lobby even if you have to forget the 
cars and put ‘To Trains’ on the en- 
trance with the doorman in a rail- 
road uniform, or as close to it as 
you can come. 

Most railroads will loan framed 
pictures of scenes along its mileage 
and probably deadhead the boxes 
both ways if you address the gen- 
eral passenger agent. Most roads 
have cut out their handsome caien- 
dars this year, but a request with a 
simple explanation as to what is 
wanted will certainly bring some 


posters. It’s worth trying in any 
event. 
Found Relatives 
New Orleans. 
When Ted Toddy came over 


from Atlanta to plug the ‘Dreyfuss 
Case’ for the Tudor, he played in 
luck, finding some relatives of Drey- 
fuss. That let him break into the 
newspapers in a big way. 

He also arranged with a radio 
station for an adaptation of the 
story, presented by the Tudor ra- 
dio players, who are also members 
of the little theatre movement here. 





Rhymes for ‘Delicious’ 
Hazleton, Pa. 

Ben M, Cohen has them rhyming 
with an offer of prizes for the best 
list of words that fit with ‘Delici- 
ous.” But instead of offering the 
prizes himself, he sold a music 
store the idea. Shops took big space 
to advertise the contest and added a 
record of the song as a first prize. 
It only cost six tickets to land a 
12-inch ad for the picture. 


Mystery M.C. for Kids 


Fairmount, W. Va. 

A mystery m. c. is a new stunt for 
the Kiddie Club here. Doug Flem- 
ing, pro, here resting, was intro- 
duced wearing a mask, and first 10 
kids who identify him during the 
week when encountering him on 
street will be given free tickets. 


For Horror Films 


Realizing that while ethics forbid 
physicians to advertise that they 
always are glad to have their names 
mentioned, gave a good slant to a 
campaign which can be worked on 
any horror story. 

Manager visited the local physi- 
cians and arranged to have them 
see the picture, supplying passes. 
Then he announced in all his ads, 
including the newspaper work, that 
a physician would be in attendance 
at each showing. 

‘If you are nervous you need have 
no fear of attending, for Dr. Blank 
will see the performance Friday aft- 
ernoon, while Dr. Dash will attend 
that evenings,’ etc. This was the 
theatre’s copy. Real names of the 
physicians were used, of course, and 
each was picked up in bold face. 


Vote for 10 Best 
Winnipeg. 

Proving a popular idea for ex- 
ploitation is a contest by the ‘Free 
Press’ here. Prize offered for 10 
most popular pictures of last year, 
according to the popular returns. 
Same for male and female stars. 
Printed on a full page of the news- 
paper is a list of all last year’s 
pictures and the house they played 
in: also a ballot with 1€ spaces. 
It is causing much interest. 





Bright Letters 


Pienty of silver and gold letter 
signs are spoiled by using paint in- 
stead of powder. Gold and silver 
paint is a bronze powder held in 
solution in a dilute varnish. Me- 
dium coats the powder which loses 
its metallic brilliance, 

Do your lettering with varnish 
slightly thinned with turpentine: 
wait unti) the surface becomes part- 
ly dried, so that it is still sticky 
enough te hold the powder but not 
sufficiently fluid to soak through. 
When thoroughly dry, brush off the 
surplus powder. 

Working with bronze powders, 
which can be had in colors as well 
as gold and silver, smalt and flitter, 
fonts of letters can be made up for 
the preparation of signs with a 
backing of black velvet, dark blue, 
red or green. 


In Australia 
Operating in conjunction with a 
local daily, Capitol, Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, is working on a stunt to dis- 
cover a girl suitable as a talker ac- 
tress. Local girls will be asked to 
give a trial before theatre's patrons 
with patrons voting on best per 
formance. Winning girl will it 
given a free trip to England and 
placed in a studio there. Local daily 

carrying voting coupons. 





Leap Year Girl 

One of the new gags for leap year 
comes in from a town where a man- 
ager has a deal with one of the local 
belles to act as the theatre’s Leap 
Year Girl. 

Every day she calls up one of the 
local younger set and invites him to 
go to the theatre with her. She 
calls for him in a car, promoted 
from a local agency, gives him a 
pack of cigarets and treats him toa 
soda before she takes him home 





again. Then she goes over to the 
newspaper office and writes the 
story of the party, ending up with 
the announcement of the name of 
her next guest 

Figured as being good for at least 
a month. On Feb. 29, leap year day, 
there will be a big party for all of 
the previous guests. Announcement 
that the girl is turning the money 
she is paid over to some charity 
Plugs criticism. 


Hell Divers 

As a novelty for ‘Hell Divers’ try 
the diving mothballs, using copy to 
hock into the picture, explaining 
that these operate under water in- 
stead of in the air. 

Needed is merely a handful of 
mothballs, a deep jar and some soda 
water. The jar is filled with the 
soda water and the mothballs are 
tossed in. They will sink to the 
bottom and presently rise again, 
repeating this performance until the 
gas is discharged from the water. 
There is no special trick about it. 

Action is quicker in a warm win- 
dow than a cold, since heat facili- 
tates the discharge of the ens. 





Only One Six 

Working on a gambling 
manager took space to tell that all 
who could shake double six in his 
lobby would be entitled to a free 
admission. 

He not only drew a crowd, but he 
also attracted a minister who is fa- 
natical about gambling. Latter 
turned up with the chief of police 
and stalked into the lobby the open- 
ing day. The chief grabbed the dice 
and reluctantly told the manager he 
Was under arrest. But the six face 
had been ground from one of the 
dices and replaced with an ace, and 
it was not possible to shake the 
doublet, as was explained to all who 
had been trying. No case. 


title, a 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Uniontown, Pa. 

Control of the State and Penn 
theatres has passed from thei 
owner, the Penn-State Amusement 
Co., to Paramount-Publix. Lease 
calls for an annual rental of $70,000, 
it is understood, and is for a term of 
20 years. 

Penn-State’s interest in the Met- 
ropolitan theatre, Morgantown, W. 
Va., is not involved in the deal, In 
charge for Publix is C. W. Norman, 
western Pennsylvania district man- 
ager, with announcement of policy 
changes to come, 


Cleveland. 

Samuel P. Kramer, manager of 
Warner exchange here, supplanting 
Jess Fishman, Kramer formerly 
head of WB's exchange in New 
Haven. 

Leonard Schlesinger in charge of 
Warners’ local booking department, 
with Arthur Siegel and Lou Gold- 
stein new asst. bookers. Ray Brown 
former manager of WB's Ohio in 
Lima, O., promoted to district man- 
ager of Warner houses in Findlay, 
Sidney, Kenton and Lima, O. 


Lynchburg, Va. 
J. M. Goebel, manager of Lyric. 
reopening last week at Norton, Va. 





Seattle. 
Bob Bender resigned as div. mgr. 
for Fox-West Coast, in Washington 
and Oregon, Robert Frost successor. 
Bender goes into newspaper busi- 
ness as part owner of ‘Daily Empire’ 
at Juneau, Alaska, 





Royal, Ia. 
Theatre operated by local business 
men sold to J. S. Kadrie, St. Paul. 
Feature will change three times 
weekly. 


Lake City, Ia. 
L. G. Ballard, Bancroft, Neb., pur- 
chased King theatre here from R. M. 
Bernan. 





Beckley, W. Va. 
City council has authorized Sun- 
day shows. 





Morgantown, W. Va2., 
Morgan theatre, formerly Arcade, 
reopened with pictures at 15-20c at 
nights. 





Dallas. 

Tieing up with prohi groups, K. 
L. Williams, Okla. City roadshow 
promoter, and L. C. McHenry, film 
peddler, routing ‘Ten Nights in Bar- 
room’ through Texas for _ indie 
dates. 

Booking mostly nabes and smaller 
towns, with Texas, H-F ace sub- 
urban here, as starter. 


Savannah. 
Safe of the Savannah theatre 
cracked for $3,788. Theft followed 
the close of the last performance. 
Theatre operated by Fred Weis. 


Filma, fa 
Elma theatre razed by fire. 





Dallas. 

Several staff shifts in P-P’s Texas 
div., affecting Old Mill, Melba, Pal- 
ace, here, and Aztec, Texas, at San 
Antonio. 

William Lewis, Old Mill, 
Jimmy Landers, Aztec, 
Only managers affected. 

Faye Lemmon, OM p.a., to the 
Texas. Old Mill press job consol- 
idated with Melba under Besa Fair- 
trace, While Melba’s p.a., Fred Mc- 
Fadden, goes to Palace to assist 
Bab Langley. 


and 
switching. 


Seattle. 
Robert Frost has arrived to suc- 
ceed Bob Bender as northwest divi- 
sion mer. for Fox-West Coast. 
Division accounting offices here 
closed, moving back to L. A., George 
Simpson, manager, going along. 


Atlantic, Ia., Jan. 11. 
The Iowa and Strand, Finkelstein 
chain, to be managed by H. D. 
Fuller. Succeeds M. L. Sparr. 





Los Angeles. 

Frank Newman switched from the 
Fox, Oakland, to the new Para- 
mount, Oakland, by Fox-West Coast. 
Phil Phillips new Fox mer. 

Majestic, Corvallis, Ore., reopened 
Jan. 1 by F-WC with E. E. Marsh, 
Corvallis resident manager, hand- 
ling this one and Whiteside theatre. 





San Francisco. 

When a youthful bandit con- 
fronted her with a gat in the Fox 
theatre box office, Ann Harold, 
cashier, showed him an empty 
money bag and a few pennies, tell- 
ing him the manager had just taken 
the money. 

He left, doughless. 





San Francisco, 
Bayshore, out of town house, re- 
opened by W. F. Cooney. 


Dallas, 

Lester Gibbs, salesman for Nat. 
Screen Service branch here, robbed 
and slugged near Muskogee, Okla. 
Was taken to Oklahoma City hos- 
pital for treatment. 

After taking his cash and crack- 
ing him over the head with their 
guns, yeggs left Gibbs on the high- 
way minus his car keys. 


New York City. 
Following a disagreement with 
the operators over policy, Nat Wal- 
ler is out as manager of the Har- 
lem opera house, 


Aurora, Tl. 
Acceptance by operators of a 10% 
wage cut, affecting the Paramount 
and Tivoli theatres here, and the 
Paramount in Wheaton, made pos- 


sible reopening of the Tivoli. All 
are Publix houses, 
Paramount operators’ scale was 


$87.50 with $5 to $10 for overtime, 
while Tivoli operators received $75 
with $5 overtime. 


Well Wishing 


Mayfair, New York, claims that 
in San Bernardino, Cal., there is a 
wishing well. To exert the charm, 
the one making the wish must toss 
into its depths a pinch of sand from 
the Rio Grande. 

Reproduction of the well was built 
for the lobby and some 200,000 small 
envelopes, containing the necessary 
sand, was distributed along Broade 
way with the face of the envelope 
printed up with the legend and the 
invitation to come up to the Maye 
fair and wish. 


A Sense of Humor 


For humor there is a chance for @ 
good advance on ‘Private Lives’ by 
persuading the local paper to run a 
series of ‘private lives’ of well- 
known citizens along the lines of 
kidding and inaccurate biographies, 
Care must be taken to avoid giving 
offense, but a careful selection of 
subjects will help. 

Biographies could be _ started, 
without any prciiminary announcee 
ment, and preferably about two 
weeks before the first gun of the 
regular campaign. Save a set of the 


articles and use them for lobby 
work when the picture comes. 
Trying an Old One 
Dallas, 

To give stage shows’ return to 
Publix-Palace a boost, Marsline 
Moore did tie-u,. with ‘Dispatch,’ 
whereby gals from the ‘Marches 


Militaires’ unit diked out in their 
costumes to sell noon edition. Gag 
moss-grown, but trick is putting it 
over. 


Right Selling Angle 
Portland, Ore. 
Selling Garbo on the sex angle 
was figured a winner by Charlie 
Couche, Fox-Portland manager. exe 
ploiting ‘Mata Hari.’ Ads drew 
much adverse comment for playing 
up the exotic dancer angle instead 
of usual Garbo dramatics. 
That Couche was right and the 
critics wrong was told by grosses, 


Televised Babies 
Chicago. 

What is announced as the world’s 
first Television Baby Show is to be 
run off in connection with the radio 
show, Which starts here Jan. 18, 
Idea is backed by the Fair dept. 
stores, and is being run by Bill 
Rice. 


Reading Sundays Out, 
Topeka Turns Liberal 
With All Houses Open 


Reading, Pa,, Jan. 11. 

Sunday night vaudeville shows 
here are out. The order by the 
new administration applies thus far 
only to ‘flesh shows’, but film house 
owners expect the axe to fall on 
them also, 

Four houses here, counting the 
Strand, a big Warner Bros. neigh- 
borhood theatre, which shows 
vaudeville only on Saturday nights 
and Sunday nights, are affected, 
Heretofore various organizations 
through committees, have been col- 
lecting for their charity and relief 
funds, 10% of the receipts. 

The State is showing no pictures 
at all, and is out of luck on the 
anti-vaudeville order. During the 
Socialist administration, four years, 
theatres were given a great deal of 
latitude. Manager Ray Wolff, of 
the Park theatre, did not get the 
order to close on Sunday until late 
Friday night, Jan. 8, and he had 
already booked a show for Sunday 
night. 

A hurry-up appeal to Commis- 
sioner Giles won him an exception 
for the night of Jan. 10. 








Topeka, Kan., Jan, 11. 

Though the legal lid on Sunday 
shows in Topeka has been lifted 
and all theatres opened their doors 
Jan. 10, the Sabbath performances 
at the Fox State will continue to 
be given as benefits, the proceeds 
going to the welfare work fund of 
Kate King, who cares for families 
of prisoners in city and county 
jails. 

The Sunday benefits for this fund 
have been given at the State since 
last summer and furnished the only 
seventh day amusement in Topeka 
up till this week. Theatre men 
claim that the attendance at the 
benefit shows was one of the factors 
in obtaining the Sunday opening 
here and as Miss King has no other 
source of {1 nds for her work, this 





is to be her reward from the Foxe 


Midwest circuit. 
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Indies Welcoming Ludvigh as 
Arbitrator, but Small Field Left 








Elek John Ludvigh’s intention to 
set up an inner judiciary system for 
the industry, with himself as chief 
arbitrator, is drawing virtually 
unanimously from New York pic- 
ture interests, independent as well, 


a vote of confidence, 


There is a division in opinion as 
to how the judgeship will develop. 
That arbitrational machinery al- 


reacy exists and was comparatively 
recently amplified by imposing new 
powers in the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences is the 
voicing of one party. The Hays 
setup, this interest points out, al- 
ready takes care of the disputes (or 
most of them) which Ludvigh 
would bring to his own chambers. 
Payment 

That the only litigation to speak 
of is with the U. S. Government, 
and that it is doubtful whether the 
Government would consider arbitra- 
tion, the other points made. 
Then the question is asked: 

‘Who will pay Mr. Ludvigh as 
gudge?’ 

Independent exhibitors, according 
to one of their foremost leaders, 
upon whom the producer group as 


are 


well is dependent largely for cer- 
tain Manhattan political move- 
ments, would welcome Ludvigh as 


such a judge. 

‘We all know that he is as fair 
as he is brilliant,’ stated this leader, 
‘and we would have every confi- 
dence in his decision.’ 


DENVER ‘POST’ MAKES — 
RABID THEATRE RULES 


Denver, Jan. 11. 





‘No advance notices or Sunday 
readers unless exclusive with us.’ 
That’s the ultimatum laid down by 
the Denver ‘Post’ to Denver theatres. 
Heretofore, all first run houses have 
had notices on the Saturday dra- 
matic page in Betty Craig’s column 
on ‘Coming Events,’ advance notices 
the day prior to the opening of the 
run and Sunday readers. None of 
the first runs is getting them at 
present as they are splitting their 
advertising half and half between 
the ‘Post’ and ‘News. ‘News’ still 
gives advance and Sunday notices. 

The start is reported to have been 
when F. G. Bonfils, ‘Post’ publisher, 
reopened his Empress theatre, dark 
for several years. He installed 
sound and pictures are run in con- 
nection with a _ tab-stage show, 
changing twice weekly. Other ex- 
hibitors were wrought up about it. 

Harry Huffman, with his three 
first runs and two neighborhood 
houses started running space in the 
‘News’ equal to his ‘Post’ space. 
Soon the ‘Post’ started burying his 
ads as much as possible, and Huff- 
man let it run on thus for a while 
-—and then cut his space in the 
‘Post’ nearly 50%, and Publix cut 
its daily ad appropriation half on 
both papers, 





Wilke on House Organ 


. Paramount’s weekly house organ 
has been given a permanent title. 
From this week's issue on it will be 
known as ‘Paramount Sales News’ 
instead of miscellaneous titles writ- 
ten to accommodate special sales 
drives. 

Al Wilke, formerly in charge of 
Publicity at the Astoria, L. L, studio, 
is editor, working under Earl Win- 
Sart in the home office. 





Zimblist’s First Play 


Al Zimblist has finished his first 
Play and Warners, for whom he 
worked in the publicity department, 
is now reading it. 

Title is ‘Private Wives.’ 





MIX’S KYNE STORY 
Hollywood, Jan, 11. 
Universal has purchased Peter B. 
Kyne’s story, ‘Oh Promise Me,’ and 
will adapt for Tom Mix, 
_ U recently bought another yarn 
of the same title but shelved it, so 


the title will be tagged on the Mix 
Production, 





Berkeley’s U Numbers 
: Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Busby Berkeley has been engaged 
by Universal to stage the dance 
“scenes in ‘Night Club.’ 


BOULDER DAM STORIES 


U and Metro Both Announce Inten- 
tion—Radio Cold on Idea 


Hollywood, Jan, 11. 
Universal and Metro are announc- 
stories on the Joulder Dam 
project. Radio previously charted a 
yarn with the dam as the locale but 
went cold on the idea. 
Universal has detailed writers to 


ing 


the subject but is still a bit hazy 
on production plans Metro will 
probably be first across the line 


with a finished play, having already 
arranged to send a writer to the 
site and to Las Vegas to pick up 
atmospheric material. 

Because of Louis B. Mayer's per- 
sonal friendship with President 
Hoover, it is regarded as probable 
that the story will emphasize the 
latter’s part in finally pushing 
through the long discussed project. 


IMPERFECT EQUIPMENT 
WINS SUIT FOR EXHIB 


Minneapolis, Jan. 11. 

Exhibitors are not under obliga- 
tion to fulfill contracts for sound 
equipment which does not reproduce 
satisfactorily, according to a ver- 
dict in favor of Claude Bauers, 
Forest Lake Minn., exhibitor, sued 
by Electrophone for $1,940, alleged 
to be the balance due on sound 
equipment installed in Bauers’ the- 
atre. 

Bauers set up a counter claim of 
$1,400 which represented payments 
on the equipment. He demanded 
this amount back on the ground 
that the equipment proved unsatis- 








factory and he was compelled to 
replace it. The court ruled in his 
favor. 


S. F. Halp rn, local attorney, rep- 
resented Bauers, 





Grainger’s Return Brings 
Fox Film Date Changes 


James R. Grainger, Fox’s distri- 
bution kingpin, is due back in New 
York today (Tuesday) after going 
to the coast on a customary trip. 

Revision of Fox releases moves 
‘First Cabin’ (tentative) from May 
to Feb. 14. ‘Business and Pleasure, 
down for March 30, may be shot 
ahead to Jan. 31, the week for 
which no release is at present 
scheduled, 

Otherwise, schedule has 
Witness’ down for Feb. 7; ‘She 
Wanted A Millionaire,’ Feb. 21; 
‘Disorderly Conduct,’ Feb. 28; ‘After 
Tomorrow,’ March 6 and ‘The Gay 
Bandit,’ March 13. 

No tentative release schedule be- 
yond March 30. 


‘Silent 





Tiffany Still Holds 
Cruze’s ‘Racetrack’ 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 
James Cruze Productions, Ine., 
has failed to have ‘Racetrack’ re- 
leased from Tiffany's attachment, 
although cross suits have been 
pigeonholed in favor of arbitration. 
An order from the district court 
of appeals restraining the superior 
court of Los Angeles from giving 
Cruze back his negative was ob- 
tained by Sam Wolf, Tiffany’s at- 
torney. Argument was that after 
the court abated the suit it no 
longer had jurisdiction. 
Court’s arbitrator has 
been named, 


not yet 





Dusting Off ‘Veneer’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

‘Veneer’ is down off the Radio- 
Pathe shelf and Ralph Murphy has 
been reengaged to direct. Story 
was dusted off, after being laid 
away last month, to be used on the 
production schedule in place of 
‘State’s Attorney,’ postponed until 
February when John Barrymore, 
who will do it, gets through in Me- 
tro’s ‘Grand Hotel.’ 

‘Veneer’ starts Jan. 18 with Helen 
Twelvetrees and probably Eric 
Linden, whom Radio is eyeing for a 
buildup, opposite her, 


Irving Pichel, on loan from Par, 
has been assigned by Radio to co- 
direct with Rowland Brown on 


‘State’s Attorneys 








Another Problem 


Morgantown, W. Va., Jan. 11. 
Add problems of managers: 
When Rosita and Perez did a 

dance kere in which the lady 

touches the stage, she arose 
with dirt’ marks on her pretty 
body. 


NO PROTECTION 
FOR PAUPER 
INDIES 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 














Shoestring production system of 
having actors and other employees 
agree to wait for their money untir 
the picture is sold, is no protection 
to the indie producers using the gag. 
Employees can file wage claims and 
the labor bureau will go after their 
money for them immediately, just 
as in any case of unpaid wages. 

Waivers in which actors agree to 


a distant pay day are declared by 
Charles Lowy, labor counsel, ille- 
gal under the state law requiring 


wages paid at least semi-monthly. 
Several claims of this kind 
against quickie men are being 
pressed by the bureau, despite con- 
tracts specifying so much down and 
the most of it maybe. 





Brown's Double Shift in Radio 
Pictures Passed Up Pettijohn 





Films at Pan’s, Seattle | 


Seattle, Jan. 11. 
With Col. David Dow as manager 





Pantages opened last week to fair 
biz with outside pictures. ‘Five Year 
Plan’ in Russia now on. 

Lease runs from day 


dependent management 


In- 
help 


to day 
may 


some, 





TALKING SHORTS MADE 
AT PAR’S L. 1. STUDIOS 


All one reel subjects dealing with 
acts and two reelers pertaining to 
musical comedy bits will be made 
this spring and summer at the As- 
toria, L. I., plant by Paramount. The 


eastern studio will be kept open on 


a part time basis with the decision 
not to make any more full length 
features east still standing. 

Short subjects not relating to 


Broadway talent, such as westerns 
and slapsticks, from now on will be 
turned out on the coast, the econ- 
omy angle being the reason. 





December Production Survey 





Without going into anything like 


tion during December. 
units. Tiffany resumed production 
United Artists stayed dark and the 


12 days. 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
the July nose dive, the December 


production average of 30.4 units working daily leaves it by two points 
the low month of 1931 in Coast activity. 
July on features but averaged two comedies less. 

Warner, Metro, Fox and Paramount took care of 52% of the produc- 
Pathe, Radio and Universal averaged under two 


December wasn’t as scarce as 


only in the last fortnight of 1931. 
three biggest leasing plants—Met- 


ropolitan, Tec-Art and Educational—had only spasmodic activity. 
Indies in general had four units going all the time, an increase. Twelve 
of the 33 pictures completed in December were quickies made in four to 





Features Short 
Feature Studios 


Warner-FN .... 4.8 ee 
Metro ceccccccese 3.9 a 
Fox seeeeeeeesee 3.6 ee 
Paramount eeeee 3.5 as 
Columbia .eecosoe 2.7 pe 
Pathe eeeeeeeeeo 1.7 3 
Universal .ccccoe 1.4 3 
Radio sccsccescsa 18 ae 
TINANY isvecccae  & on 
Leasing Studios 

International ... 1.3 pe 
Educational seco os 7 
TOOsRRE 26260008 6 ee 
Carr-Monogram.,.  .5 oe 
Darmour ciccseeo se 5 
Metropolitan .ee ee 3 
Standard ...ccce 2 ee 
Comedy Studios 

Roach ceccoccccce 2a 1,1 
Sennett ..scoccce 08 7 
Working Daily.. 26.5 3.9 


(Average total units daily for 1 


COAST IN 


(12 within two weeks in making; 


Working 
Days 
Metro 


SPOOFS FCEESESSESESESEESE 38 


‘Tarzan’ 
‘Freaks’ 
‘Courage’ 
‘Arsene Luy in’ ccccccccccenecse 25 
‘City Sentinel’ eeeeeeseeeaeseee 2 
‘Her Cardboard Lover’ .eccocese 17 
Warner-FN 
‘Old Man Minick’ .....ccccces 29 
‘Fireman, f‘ave My Child’ eecee 25 
‘Alias the DOCtOP 2cccecceeomn 23 
‘Man Who Played God’ .ceccocese 21 


9 
eeeeeesesesseseeeeseeee 


eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeees 34 


Paramount 
‘Shanghai Express’ 
‘No One Man’ eee seeeeeees 33 
‘Two Kinds .f Women’ .eccceee 29 
Pathe-RKO 
‘Lady With a Past’ eeeeseeeeee 47 
Prestige’ 


eeeeeeeerees 48 





eee eee eee eeeeeeeseee 46 


Rides’ Seeeeeteeeeeee 14 


‘Montana 





DECEMBER PRODUCTION AVERAGES 


In 18 Coast Studios 
(United Artists Dark) 


-—-December 1931 Units Active— -——-—Year Averages—-—~ 


March, 38.5; April, 32.4; May, 36. 
35.9; September, 37.4; October, 39.5; November, 35; December, 30.4.) 


33 FEATURES COMPLETED ON 
DECEMBER, 1931 


five to eight weeks) 


Total 1930 1929 1928 
4.8 6.8 8.1 13.1 
3.9 5.4 5.1 5.3 
3.6 5.8 6.1 6.8 
3.5 4.5 4.0 7.4 
I per | 1.5 2.3 
2.0 2.2 1.4 2.1 
1.7 3.8 5.7 4.2 
1.5 2.9 2.0 2.3 
8 1.7 1.5 2.5 
1.3 ee se ee 
on 6 9 1.3 
6 1.3 1.9 2.3 
5 4 P 8 
5 1.0 1.2 1.2 
Bj 1.9 2.9 2.6 
. °e oe ee 
1.1 1.0 1.1 1.3 
of ot 1.0 1.0 

30.4 42.1 45.1 56.5 


931: January, 35; February, 33.5; 
7; June, 43.5; July 30.6; August, 


THE 


10 in three to four weeks; 11 in 


Working 
Days 

Fox 
Charlie Chan’s Chance’ .secoce 17 
‘Silent Witness’ 
‘First Cabin’ 


eee eeeeeeee 16 


cccsccosose 14 
Burton King 

Untitled Western ...ccccccocsceee 7 

‘Lure of the .tange’ csccscccsce § 

Human Target’ ...cccccccsccse 4 

Universal 

‘Impatient Maiden’ ....ccccccee 24 

‘Cobblestones’ Cocccsccovedeoce Ae 

Ralph Like 

‘Devil's Daughter’ «<ccosovazecs % 

‘Sally of the Subway’ ....ccose §& 

Misc. 

‘The Drifter’ (Willis Kent).... 13 

‘High Speed’ (Columbia) ...... 12 }| 

‘A Fool's Advice’ (Frank Fay) 10 }| 


eeeeeee 


‘Law and Order’ (Allied) ...... 9 i] 
‘Cannonball Express’ (Royer). §& 
‘Ghost City’ (Carr-Monogram) 7 
‘Without Honor’ (Supreme) ... 5 








. 





Hiram Brown did a double shift 
last week on Joe Schnitzer, retain- 
ing him as president of Radio Pic- 
tures after it had been understood 
between them the day before (4), 
that Schnitzer wold leave the or- 
ganization, 

Another of Brown's 
the 


send Lee Marcus to the coast Radio 


lightning 


moves at same time was to 


studio as contact between produc- 
and distribution. Marcus had 
just about time to get lunch and 
catch the choo choo after his un- 
looked-for instructions. 

While all of this was happening 
in RKO, everyone forgot Charlie 
Pettijohn. Mr. Pettijohn, the legal 
arm of the Hays office, as pre- 
viously reported in ‘Variety’ is a 
neighbor of Brown, on the 
Westchester-Biltmore lot. He had 


everything ready to move westward 


tion 


close 


for the business management of 
Radio Pictures studio. But the 
Brown switches had all happenea 
before Pettijohn was advised. 


Nothing reported so far as to the 
outcome in Charlie’s little matter 
Schnitzer, from accounts, after 
separating from Radio on a Mon- 
day early, thought it over all day, 
Joe concluded, according to report, 
an injustice had been done him, as 
president of Radio Pictures since 
its formation. Schnitzer made an- 
other call on Brown and talked sal- 
ary, it is said. When Joe left 
grown, he was still Radio Pictures’ 
president in charge of distribution. 
Brown Not Certain 
Meanwhile and with ‘Variety’ 
coming out with another’ story 
given it in the RKO office the day 
before about Frank Whitbeck being 
boss of the combined RKO and 
Radio’s press depts., Brown was re- 
ported the same day as not being so 
certain about Whitbeck’s contract. 
Brown told the newspaper boys 
calling on him that Whitbeck held 
no contract from RKO and while 
he would arrive east around Jan. 
10, Whitbeck would merely have a 
talk over the possible job. Whit- 
beck had secured a leave of absence 
from Universal on the coast for the 
eastern trip, but it now looks as if 
he'll stay west and see Brown there, 


Geo. Brown, who has been with 


“RKO publicity nearly three years 


and was ordered to the coast from 
Chicago, was let out there last week 
on a home office wire. 

Another denial of the RKO staff 
last week was that by Mark Leus- 
cher that he had had his salary cut, 
although every one else seemed to 
be aware Lueseher’s salary had 
been cut by $200 a week. It was 
also said Leuscher hereafter will 
probably be attached to the Palace 
publicity for RKO. 


AT FILM A WEEK FOX 
IN CLEAR FOR SEASON 


Fox is presently in a position to 
deliver product according to con- 
tracts, with its production a little 
ahead of schedule at the moment. 

With 28 pictures on its program 
of 48 for the season yet to be given 
notice of availability for accounts, 
if Fox releases on an average of 
one a week company will carry 
through current season nicely. On 
that basis, its last release of the 
year will be July 16, two weeks 
ahead of the start of the new sea- 
son as of Aug. 1. 

A total of 18 pictures are yet to 
be made at the studio, while out 
of the 30 already turned out or are 
in final production, 10 are yet to 
see the screens. 











‘CALAMITY’ ARLISS’ NEXT 


Hollywood, Jan, 11. 
Claire Kummer’s ‘Successful Cae 
lamity’ after having been announced 
as George Arliss’ next film, only to 
be put aside in favor of ‘Man Who 





|} Chas. Murray 


Played God,’ goes into first place 
again, 
It will be Arliss’ next, 





DILLON’S ‘COHEN-KELLYS’ 
Hollywood, Jan, 11. 
Francis Dillon assigned by 
Universal to direct Geo. Sidney and 
in ‘Cohens and Kellys 


John 


1 Holly wood.’ 
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MR.SHOWMAN? a | 


While you're so busy running to 
the bank with those high grosses 
coined from “LADIES OF THE 
BIG HOUSE” and “DR. JEKYLL 




















AND MR. HYDE”’—don't fail to 
see Variety next week—Jan. 19th. xk kK * 
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2000 Exhibs Wkly Show Films for 
Children-Agree with Community 
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The Hays Office believes that the ]as 10-lic 2d. and 3d run sound] state and that most of the ex- Three Days on ‘Forbidden’ the salary rebate proposal voted 
trend will continue similar expan- house under the Bijou Amusement | changes are in Dallas. Couple of — down by the union in December, the 
: : 9 company. ‘ivate tr ts t » fiel _ , major chains are here and there 
sion during 1932. hg truck flee - entered the field The largest advance campaign on r a ‘ se ainontontl with 
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who refused to adopt the policy 
when assured of its support by his 


drawing community. 


Intelligent People 


+ 





engaged as booking agent. 








WARNS AGAINST 


Shaving Express Costs 


Dallas, Jan, il. 
Hoping to save Texas indies 
something, H. A. Cole, Allied lead- 
er, is negotiating with American 
Express for slice in rates. Cole’s 
idea is te cut return film shipments 








Camera grinding on ‘Take Your 
Time’ for an all colored cast talker 
by Lincoln Productions, new, was 
to start yesterday (11) at the Met- 


Chains May Agree 


with Local Union 


On Limited Wage Rebate from Scale; 








Scarcity of product between that 
of Paramount and United Artists 
provided the open time for the Col 
outsider. 

On three days’ advance campaign 
a budget of $10,000 was approved 


it agreeable to sit down and talk 
turkey with the local unions, many 
of which seem to unofficially recoge- 
nize that present times almost 
makes it incumbent on them to coe 


, ee ‘ ’ > gre We > operate with theatres on contracts 
Instead of censoring pictures, or- | ropolitan studic in New Jersey. Be- ;>*tween Publix and Col, with each | i. for lower whlary levels and 
2 : ‘ ee a ae ; anditure rer: ing ri ov Sali eveis an 

ganizations like the Parert-Teach hind Lincoln are Irving Yates and tepping up the usual expenditure used working conditions 
11Zé § é it- é - : for 1 ’ . ce ease yvorkKking onaitions 

; “er . . Jimmy O'Neil, vaude agents, and | ‘°F that advance Pa xi here it is next 

ers Association in the Bronx are fants Clobtbese ——— SEES SON RS Oe ee ee 
Jé . i ( Te. 


parties to the select list of pictures 


to impossible to budge the unions, 


e |< : . 2 _ a 
r ] rial licy i is Jan. 35 Lincein wil alee make © regardless of the local situation. In 
under the special policy, it is two-reeler on the stage of the nck idatancea the chins Ge 
claimed by Haysites. They agree | Lafayette, in Harlem, Latter talk- 9 continue to meet demands or, as 
with the meas of this apg Ey er, which Harper Mitchell will occurs not infrequently, are forced 
Who WEKeSe in Commenting UPOR & direct, will be for local showing into closing houses, keeping out 
recent article in ‘Variety,’ which aa only and will be given a release - one cp - 


obviously had not been checked with 
the producer group: 

‘Let me say that the idea is no 
Quixotian attempt to revolutionize 
the motion picture industry or set 
the producers agog. 

‘Briefly, it is an attempt to utilize 
the ‘idle time’ of the neighborhood 
movie house, to give programs that 
are, primarily, entertaining, using 


Warning is being sounded by the 
Hays headquarters to exhibitors 
against high pressure novelty men 
who would capitalize on the admis- 
sion tax fears. 

First evidence of this kind of 
propaganda has broken out in New 
England in the form of a trailer 
company which is asking 2,000 ex- 


Feb. 6 at the theatre where it was 
made. Picture is being made in 
connection with an amateur affair 
Lincoln is running at the Lafayette. 

Lincoln says Bill Robinson will 
be starred in ‘Time,’ partly a musi- 
cal. After the Robinson short an- 
other, starring Eddie Hunter, may 
be done. Jack Henley, who wrote 


FROM 10c 
2D RUNS 


Minneapolis, Jan. 11. 





stage shows which cut out union 
crews, reducing admissions, etc. 

While at present the outlook is 
dim for a national rebate through 
the International Alliance, the 
chains confidently cling to the hope 
that something will be done 
in this direction. 

Since William F. Canavan hastily 
resigned as a direct aftermath of 


soon 


€ . ‘Time’ will also stare. ohn Mason A trio of Minneapolis film sales- BS Ss ape ~ age 
available screen material and choos- | hibs in that territory to pay $3.25 . a as J Mas a c " : the negative local voting on his re- 
, : “ait: : : : ‘m *“9 and Irvin Franklin are also cast. | men, who took over a St. Paul white ; al maior chai 
ing the most suitable while omitting | each for the special anti-tax ser- Eubi Blake’ hest the |elephant loop theatre, Garrick, and bate proposal, the major chains 
: ‘ “ubie slake’s - 3 : ‘ PE » Ge CK, & ie ieee 
that which is of a nature which in- | vice. — . have not exerted pressure on the 


telligent people of all stations—not 
enly -_parents—find unsuitable to a 


In advising exhibitors against fall- 
ing for this kind of salesmanship, 


music end. 
Scheme is to roadshow the pic- 





began to operate it on a shoestring, 
are swimming today on the sea of 


new William C. Elliott administra- 
tion in I. A. toward trying it again 


; ‘ej jlor rj - | prosperity. Their success has the : : 

juvenile audience. overseers request exhibs to refrain ture in colored houses, with stand- | Prosi ie “e Me ~~. |or in another manner. Some pre- 
NN : me : > ard picture houses a possibility. entire Twin City Rialto gasping|,, . thane! ines. eaten 
Not but what the children, if al- | from any anti-tax demonstration of ’ with amanemene Shae. ann Gee liminary consideration was given to 
¥ i a z . A r amazen © 5 are -] - 

lowed to choose for themselves,| any kind in their theatres until so 


often respond to appeal made to 
have them attend the latter type of 
programs. 3ut the growing inter- 
est of parents in providing suitable 
recreation for the child and in keep- 
ing him away from undesirable ma- 
terial, is a factor not to be lightly 
considered—certainly not one to be 
overlooked,’ 


608 Theatres in Film 
Board’s L. A. Territory 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

There are 608 theatres in the L. A. 
film board territory, according to 
analysis; 94 are in Arizona, 7 in 
Mexico, 9 in Nevada, and 5 in New 
Mexico coming under locai jurisdic- 
tion. Of the total, 463 are inde- 
pendent or independent-chain, and 
the remaining 145 are 
Various film companies, 

Theatres equipped for sound 
Number 476, 26 having disc appa- 
ratus only; 157 have sound-on-film 
equipment, and the remainder own 





owned by 





advised. 

The following is 
out: 

‘No bill has yet been introduced, 
and neither the Senate nor House 
Committee has formulated any bill, 


being pointed 





or any definite tax program.’ 


Harry Cohn’s Stay 


Harry Cohn, Columbia’s producer, 
is in New York, away from the 
company’s Hollywood studio, for 
about a month, 

He reached New York last week, 





Cutting Down Theatre Publicity 
Staffs Seen as Reflex from Bankers 
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FLIRTING AGAIN 

RKO and Jackie Cooper are flirt- 
ing again. Salary request is the 
same, $7,500, with negotiations this 
time between Weber-Simon and 
Jackie’s mother, Mabel Leonard. 

RKO wants the film kid for its 
middle western time, and possibly a 
week at the Palace. 





WB Borrows Ann Dvorak 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 





Banker shyness at publicity is all 
right for the money business, but 
when attempted in the picture in- 
dustry it stirs up an apathy from 
within which in turn is reflected by 
the public at the box office. This 
situation today is particularly mani- 
fest in picture companies, and the 
conservative influence of the bank- 
ers is blamed more for thinning in 
publicity ranks and the tendency to 
reduce publicist enthusiasm, through 





onstrating that, depression or no, 
there’s still money toebe made if 
you know how to get it. 

The trio are Howar. Dale, Dick 
Latshaw and M. E, Montgomery. 
Before they took over the Garrick, 
a pop price legit house in the old 
days, it had been a consistent loser. 
Much of the time during recent 
years it has been dark. 

Despite lack of capital, the Min- 
neapolis film salesmen succeeded in 
obtaining a five-year lease, as no- 
body else wanted it. They started 
immediately to run it as a 10c 2d 
and 8d run house. When they early 
managed to land such pictures as 
“Palmy Days” a comparatively 
short while after their initial loop 
releases, the shekels started to pour 
in. Programs are changed four 
times weekly. Their current profit is 
estimated to average $1,500 a week. 

With the Garrick getting such a 
play, there is much squawking on 
the part of competing loop exhib- 
itors, who have held their scale 
above a dime, It is claimed that the 
Garrick is cutting into other houses 
paying higher rentals and charging 
a higher admission, Pressure has 














reconsideration of the rebate, but 
from indications the chains thought 
it desirable and polite to permit 
Elliott to get his organization a 
little settled down. 

There is little doubt in inside 
circles that the Canavan rebate 
scheme failed because of feeling by 
locals that the period of the rebate 
would take them nearly up to Sep- 
tember, next, at which time nego- 
tiations on new contracts would be 
in order, Fear expressed was that 
chains would attempt to negotiate 
rew agreements on a basis of scales 
during the rebate stretch. 

Subsequent suggestion, which 
went no farther, was automatic ex- 
tension of all expiring contracts to 
September, 1933, by chains in con- 
sideration of a rebate that would 
extend over the coming summer. 
When and if put up to locals 
again, it is thought it will be pre- 
sented in such or a similar manner. 





Zimanitch Joins National Screen 

Resigning from Paramount Publix 
last week, Joseph Zimanitch yester- 
day (Monday) joined National 
Screen in an executive capacity. 





Warners is borrowing Ann Dvo- | knowledge of job reduction, than the | been brought on distributors to re- In charge of the music novelties 
both. There are 132 silent houses,|rak from Caddo for ‘Tinsel Girl.’ fundamentals of economy itself. fuse to sell any pictures to 10c]| department for Publix, Zimanitch 
with 113 of them closed. Sound Picture is a newspaper story, Instead of attempting to frtify | houses and Metro already is said to| formerly was assistant to Boris 
houses closed total 29, with Lee Tracy also cast. (Continued on page 50) have started such a policy. Morros, music head. 








LOEW’S STATE THEATRE, NEW YORK 


Announces 


For Next Week (Jan. 16) 
The Special Engagement of 
MISS JEAN HARLOW | 
| Following Her Sensationally Successful Date at the 





Metropolitan, Brooklyn, this week 
A Record of Tremendous Business at All Theatres 
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ERNST 
LUBITSCH 


“THE MAN I KILLED” 


A Paramount Picture 




















“THE PUBLIC ENEMY” 
“NIGHT NURSE” 

“THE STAR WITNESS’ 
“SAFE IN HELL” 

“THE HATCHET MAN” 
“SO BIG” 





Selected by ‘Variety’ as one of the 
Six Best Box Office Directors for 1931 
WILLIAM A. WELLMAN 
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Re-Elected by , 


ROBERT Z. 
LEONARD 


Directing for M-G-M 


Selected by ‘Variety’ as One of the Six Best 
Directors 


BOTH for 1930 and AGAIN for 1931 

















HURRAH! 


Thousands of handshakes, wires and phone calls for being one of 
the Six Box Office Directors of 1931. A few congratulations from 
my admirers: 


From MIRIAM RIESNER (my wife): 


Congratulations! Another year like this and the house will be paid 
for. It would be terrible if you were laid off now. 





Mimi. 





From DEAN RIESNER (my son): 


Glad to hear you are such a good director. 


Maybe now you won't 
get a cut. 


Dinky. 


From ERNIE MASON (my brother-in-law, and Manager of the 
Chuck Riesner Sporting Goods Store at 5510 Wilshire Bivd., 

Los Angeles) : 
Dear Chuck: Congratulations! The store is doing a nice business. 


Ernie Mason, Manager 


Chuck Riesner Sporting Goods Store, 
5510 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles. 








From GEORGE RIESNER (my brother, and Sales Manager of the 
Chuck Riesner Sporting Goods Store at 5510 Wilshire Blvd., 
Los Angeles): 
Glad you were picked as one of the six—it ought to do the store a lot 
of good. 


George Riesner, Sales Mgr. 
Chuck Riesner Sporting Goods Store, 
5510 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles. 





From MY DAD: 


Dear Son: Congratulations !—and I hope the store does fine, too. 
John Riesner. 





NOTE: I hate to be so modest, but I have to share my glory with IRVING 
THALBERG, BOB HOPKINS, MARIE DRESSLER, PAUL BERN, HARRY 
RAPF, POLLY MORAN, LARRY WEINGARTEN, CEDRIC GIBBONS, 
JOE COHN, DOUGLAS SHEARER, SANDY ROTH and about a hundred or 
more others too numerous to mention. I thank you! 


Chuck Riesner, 
Director at Metro-Goldwyn Mayer 


and owner of the 
Chuck Riesner Sporting Goods Store, 
5510 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles. 


P. S.: Notice to other publications: This ad is being paid for by the Chuck 
Riesner Sporting Goods Store, 5510 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles. 
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3,000 Screens May 


Shortly Turn to National Advertisers 





Griffith circuit of about 60 houses 
has just completed a deal with The- 
atre Service Corp, of New York for 
screen advertising in all of its the- 
atres. Makes about 3,000 theatres 
in 1,935 cities which T.S.C. is now 
supplying, figures including 
all the Publix houses outside of New 
York. 

Company, building slowly toward 
national control of screen advertis- 
ing, starts a more serious sales cam- 
paign this week with the addition to 
its staff of M. E. Zetterholm of Gen- 


those 


eral Motors. He becomes v.p. in 
charge of distribution for Theatre 
Service. 


Company is opening division of- 
fices this week in six cities—Boston, 
Cleveland, Atlanta, New Orleans, 
Dallas and Kansas City. 

Method used by Theatre Service, 
as explained by W. Johnson, presi- 
dent, is undisguised advertising, 
presented as far as possible in a 
showmanly, entertaining manner. 
No ad, says Johnson, is allowed to 
be more than 50 feet in length and 
no theatre is ever allowed to show 
more than six ad films for a maxi- 
mum total of 300 feet, or a bit more 
than 3 minutes. All ads made in 
Technicolor with sound on film. 
Screening for them is constantly 
being done at the T.S.C. home office 
in New Orleans or on the Coast. 

Limited Running 

Admitting immediately that trail- 

ers are ads, says Johnson, has taken 





the curse off resentment of them in 
most cities, and limiting the time 
of their running keeps customers 
from kicking, he claims. 

Mostly it’s a matter of local ad- 
vertisers for the various theatres, 
Johnson stated, attempt 
will now be made to go after na 
tional advertisers. 


although 
aitnougn 


Trailers are booked into theatres 
either on a flat monthly rental basis 
or on percentage. In the first case 
T.EC. 


monthly flat basis, whether using it 


buys the screen space on a 


or not, same as billboard space is 
rented. In the latter instance T.S.C. 
first signs with the theatres, then 
makes a deal with local advertisers, 
with the theatre getting a rake-off 
on money received from advertisers. 

Films are made up into 30 classes, 
to suit practically all possible ad- 
vertisers, with 52 issues yearly for 
each class. Entire new library is 
made up each year for each class. 

No attempt has thus far been 
made, Johnson, to contract 
these ad trailers for any New York 
houses, although most of the other 
key cities are running them. Reason 
for this is given as being that New 
York is not yet ripe for advertis- 
ing on the screen, whereas the rest 
of the country is more open minded 
on the subject. 

The matter of split weeks or three 
or more changes a week with these 
ad films is yet to be overcome by 
the company. 


says 










R.K.O. KENMORE 
THEATRE 
, Brooklyn, N. Y; , 


| Equipped throughout with 


comfortable, acoustically correct American 
Seating Company Chairs 


So your Patrons 


may enjoy the 


play or movie 


infinitely more +r, RESEAT! 


“Came the talkies” . ; ; sound repro- 

uction to synchronize with photog: 
spay. Theatres dressed up . ; . an- 
other era dawned. Beauty, harmony, 
comfort and acoustical perfection. 
Sound without reverberation, with- 
©ut echo. That is what the public 
asked of theatres. 

So, American Seating Company 
saw a modern problem. They under- 
took acoustical research. They found 
that chairs of certain types have 
Steatest sound absorption. That 





A chair of this type was installed 
in the famous Chicago Civic 
Opera House. Full upholstered 
back, spring edge seat and Mo- 
derne Standards. A triumph in 

uilding into theatre chairs 
Maximum absorption § values. 
Only one of the many American 
Seating Company types and 
styles of theatre seating. 


seats could aid the ear—as well as 
make for comfort and beauty. 

And soon the motion picture in- 
dustry found that chairs meant more 
than physical comfort—more than 
beauty to harmonize with the design 
and decorative charm of interiors. 
That to attract patrons—to keep 
them coming to the theatre, new 
sound equipment was not enough. 
New chairs were needed . . . chairs 
whose acoustical properties brought 
to their audiences the speaking or sing- 
ing voice—clearly and undistorted. 

O many, reseating--the replac- 
ing of old chairs with new—cor- 
rected sound distortions, and 
brought the bigger box office re- 
ceipts that new sound equipment 
failed to bring. 


Free... This Booklet—" Acoustics and its 
Relation to Seating” 


Our booklet, *‘Acous- 
tics and its Relation to 
Seating” will show you 
| how correct seating 
has a direct bearing on 
i| the number of people 
‘| that patronize your 
theatre regularly. Our 
Reseating Engineering 
Service is at your dis- 
posal, without obliga- 
tion. The facts are avail- 
= 5p able. Just address De- 
partment V1. 





eAcousticss 
ond its Relation to Seat ng 1! 

















American Seating Company 


Makers of Fine Seating for Churches, Schools and Theatres 





General Offices: Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Branches in All Principal Cities 





RIGHT TO PICKET UPHELD 


Injunction Modified by W. Va. Cir- 
cuit Court in Union Matter 








Charleston, W. Va., Jan. 4. 

Members of theatrical unions 
have won a fight in the Kanawha 
county circuit court for the right 
to picket the theatre district of 
Charleston. 

Circuit Judge Arthur P. Hudson 
has modified a temporary injunction 
issued on petition of T. L. Kearse, 
owner of the Kearse theatre, 
against the locals. The injunction 
enjoined members of the unions 
blockading the sidewalks at 
the Kearse theatre or from attempt- 
ing to persuade or intimidate per- 
sons not to enter the theatre 


from 





LACK OF NAMES}: 


ONE OF INDIE 
WORRIES 


Hollywood, Jan. 11 
finances for inde- 
pendent production is the indie pro- 
ducer’s major worry, but it splits 
50-50 with his trouble in casting. 
Currently there are few leading 
men available who are deemed to 
mean anything in an indie feature 


Shortage of 


Jack Mulhall, Conway Tearle, Rex 
Lease, Buster Collier and Glenn 
Tryon are susceptible to billing. 


Selection of femme names has nar- 
rowed down to Patsy Ruth Miller, 


Dorothy Sebastian, Carmel Myers, 
Mary Nolan, Aileen Pringle and 
Alice and Marceline Day. Most ofl 


them have been working steadily 
the past six months. 

Pat O’Malley, Henry B. Walthall, 
Rex Bell and Noah Peery are a few 
more names which will stand em- 
phasizing. But the general indie 
player means little. 

No Names for Bits 

Indie producers are afraid to in- 
clude one-time stars in their casts 
where the player only does a bit. 
Too many yells from the indie ex- 
changes who claim that a forme! 
name playing a bit is a red rag to 
exhibitors who feel that the name 
is included just to fool them. [Tor 
this reason, most of the supporting 
cast in indie pictures are unknowns. 
They work almost exclusively in 
quickies. 

The producers who for years have 
waited at the back door of major 
studios to grab cast off names are 
hoping that the majors will start 
pruning their contract lists, so that 
some new blood will be injected into 
the indie ranks. As it is now, most 
indie pictures, in casting, are a 
repetition of every other indie fea- 
ture. 





Publix Mulls Dropping 
Of Indianapolis Units 


Indianapolis, Jan. 11. 

A new policy in local Publix 
houses is in the making. If plans 
go through the Fanchon and Marco 
troupes will be pulled and the In- 
diana, now the home of the units, 
will go straight sound. 

If this takes place Charlie Davis’ 
band, brought pack from New York, 
will go into the Circle to put on 
stage shows of its own. Not new 
for the band as it formerly did this 
at the Ohio here (Publix) now 
closed, and at the Circle. 

Several things blocking the 
change, however. One is a squabble 
with stagehands and _ operators. 
Operators want five men at the 
Circle in event of the change. 
There are four now. The stage- 
hands want eight men, having only 
six now. The operators also want 
a new wage scale. Musicians ask 
no changes. 


Execution Played Up 


Paris, Jan. 1. 

Showmanship in capital punish- 
ment as practiced by the French 
authorities in a was 
strongly cordemned by the Paris 
press, 

A young murderer, who him- 
self had refused to sign a re- 
quest for a reprieve, was guillotined 
at 7 a. m. The time and date had 
been disclosed on the air and elec- 
tric lighting permitted tbe crowd 
to get a view of the execu- 
tion. 


recent case 


gi 0d 





Upstate Theatre Burns 
3uffalo, Jan. 11. 
Star theatre, at Oakfield, was de- 
stroyed by fire following two explo- 


sions Wednesday with loss of 
$30,000. 

Louis Wackett Niagara Falls 
operated the theatre up to about 
six weeks ago when he folded leav- 
ing the house dark to the owner, 
Samuel Baglio of Batavia. Records 


found by state troopers searching 
the premises after the fire show 
ne Saturday’s receipts to have 


been $13.55 


Omaha RKO Div. Ha. 
Omaha, Jan. 11. 
Divisional 


offices of RKO now 
ensconced here, having been 
brought down from Minneapolis. 


Morgan Ames is manager. 

Roland Douglas returns to the 
ocal Orpheum as assistant to Roy 
Pierce and Gardner Wilson on pub- 
licity now 
both 


] 


Town is divisional 


headquarters for RKO and 


Publix 





F-WC Dual Billing in 12 Coast Spots: 
M-G No Like; Chain Says Maybe 40 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

The battle between Metro and For 
W-C has the theatre circuit ignor- 
ing Metro and intensively double- 
billing in spots where considered 
worth while. About a dozen of 
these so far and Harry Arthur is 
houses for the double 
Arthur claims he 
will aggressively pursue 


plunning 40 
feature treatment 
this policy 
where opposition double billing is 
hurting. 

Metro is believed to secure 80% 
F-WC in this 
M-G told the theatre men 


of its revenue from 
territory 
that it fel 
hence it okayed double featuring by 
the indies but the studio didn't 
think Fox-West Coast should follow 
in the steps of the little fellows. 
Arthur’s reply was that for many 
years the biggest success in double 
billing was in the Loew houses in 
the east. 


t sorry for independents 





Borrows Anita Louise 

Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
borrowed Anita 
Louise from Radio for its ‘Marriage 
Interlude.’ 


Universal has 








JIMMIE GRIER 


and His Greater All Star 


COCOANUT GROVE 


ORCHESTRA 


INDEFINITELY 


Ambassador Hotel 


LOS ANGELES 





Fridays, 


Radio Broadcasts 


NIGHTLY — KFI -— 10:30 to 12:00 P. S. T. 
M. J. B. DEMI-TASSE REVUE 
NBC COAST NETWORK 


Mondays, 7:30 to 8:00 P. S. T. 
8:30 to 9:00 P. S. T. 


NEXT “LUCKY STRIKE’’ HOUR, SAT., JAN. 16th 

















Jo Yanchon and Marco 


Stan W\ ayers 
(Now un my 9 Woonth atthe Fox Debrit) 
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TAXI 


(Continued from page 15) 


would like to act that it seems to 
be one of the strongest bonds be- 
tween the actor and the witnessing 
men, 

‘Taxi’ speeds along interestigly 
until near the finish where the 
script cheats Cagney of his re- 
venge and thereby saves him from 
prison. It’s a scenario compromise 
which will leave the majority of 
fans unsatisfied. Odds are that they 
would as leave have the boy jailed 
for the sake of watching him bump 
off the heavy who killed 
brother. If not that, 
could have let the cops grab the 
murderer in time to save Cagney 
from a like crime, but not until he'd 
done a little chastising of his own. 
As it is, Cagney calls the heavy out 


his 
sat 


then they 





from hiding to come and take it— 
when in rush the cops. 

So everybody is frustrated. This 
is either the scenarist’s or the di- 
rector’s fault for after the entire 
picture has built, and well, to this 
climax, Del Ruth lets the whole 
thing down by permitting the fugi- 
tive to take an off screen fall from 
a window and thereby end matters. 
It’s like a referee suddenly and 
senselessly stopping a fight. 

That the picture loses its hold to 
such an extent in the final reel will 


keep it from coining all that it 
might have at the box offices, for 
ahead of the closing passage is a 
light story tinged with underworld 
color but well sprinkled by laughs. 
It is made enticing by the Cagney 


rough courtship of the girl, his 
readiness to battle at any provoca- 
tion and a well cameraed sequence, 
for comedy, of a dancehall contest 


with the contending couples 
throwing in most of the fancy steps. 
It’s good enough to have stood fur- 
ther elaboration though it cuts off 
with Cagney reaching the finals but 
losing. 

Foundation of the tale is the 
strife of the independent taxi owner 
whom the syndicates run off the 
most desirable corner stands. This 
leads to the girl’s father drawing a 
jail sentence when he shoots the 
truck driver he knows has purpose- 
ly smashed his cab because he de- 
fied the leader of the strong arm 
squad. She’s on her own after that, 
first battling with Cagney, then 
marrying him and finally trying to 
save him from killing this sarime 
leader. 

Weaving through the plot is 
George E. Stone and Leila Bennett, 
as friends of the lovers, with Miss 
Bennett doing an exceptionally good 
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ASK THEM! 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
ALICE WHITE - - = 


=+O+—- 


METROPOLITAN, BOSTON 
ALICE WHITE - «- = 


=+O+~- 


FISHER, DETROIT 


ALICE WHITE - «= = 


=+O+~ 


PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 
ALICE WHITE - = - 


-+Ot+~- 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


ALICE WHITE - «- - 


=+O+~ 


MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS 
ALICE WHITE - = - 


+Ot~ 


AMBASSADOR, ST. LOUIS 
ALICE WHITE - «= = 


*+Ot- 


LOEW’S CENTURY, BALTIMORE 
ALICE WHITE - « ~- 


=+O+—- 


EARLE, WASHINGTON 
ALICE WHITE - «- = 


ALICE WHITE 


Now Playing Loew’s DeLuxe Picture Houses 


in the East 


At LOEW’S OHIO, Columbus, 0., This Week (Jan. 15) 


Personal Management 
CY BARTLETT 


Business Representative 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 





$24,000 
$18,000 


$47,000 


$32,000 


$24,000 
$13,000 


$48,000 
$35,000 


$29,000 
$17,400 


$2'7,000 
$24,500 


$25,000 
$15,600 


$26,500 


$17,000 


$23,000 
$17,000 























piece of work as a dumb, prattling 
waitress, Further player support 
is unimportant although Dorothy 
Burgess convinces in doing the 
menace’s moll. 

Loretta Young does better than 
usual as the orphaned miss, At 
least there is more solidity to her 
portrayal than is generally so in her 
case, but more depth is still to be 
desired behind a beautiful face, She 
will not be helped here by Miss 
Bennett, who purposely doesn’t 
compete on appearance but regis- 
ters at almost every opportunity. 

The dialog is distinctly in the 
vernacular of the characters, Del 
Ruth has given it pace, and Cagney 
jauntily carries the major burden. 
[It’s a good performance by this ac- 
tor, who is given a moment or two 
in which to get away from the usual 
self satisfaction and he makes the 
contrast count. The director, inci- 
dentally, has also given the film a 
corking laugh start in Cagney con- 
versationally rescuing a well played 


old Hebrew from a cop, taking him 
as a fare and then getting into a 


brawl with other taxi drivers as the 
low derbied passenger cheers him 
on, Sid. 


STEPPING SISTERS 


Fox production 
Seymour Felix. 





and release, Directed by 
Adaptation and dialog by 


William Conselman from Stage play of 
same title by H. W. Comstock. Dialog 
staged by William Collier, Sr. At Roxy, 
N. ¥., week Jan, 8 Running time, 60 mins. 
Mrs. RAMSEY. ccccccccscccces Louise Dresser 
Rosie La Marr. senees .Minna Gombell 
Lady Chetworth-Lynde....Jobyna Howland 
Herbert Ramsey........Wiliam Collier, Sr. 
Warren Tremaine......... Howard Phillips 
Jack Carleton.......cees ...-Stanley Smith 
Ambassador Leonard..... Ferdinand Munier 
Bis®. TOMAIME. ccccsvecoccesess Mary Forbes 
POOTTRR. TROMIGOT so as 0sceceees jarbara Weeks 


Very few, if any, have succeeded 
in stretching a two-reel slapstick 
theme into a full-length talker with 
any degree of success. This film 
doesn’t rate at all except as a minor 
consideration, 

After floundering for an 
manages to crawl to a natural cli- 
max, after which a low comedy 
blackout is superfluously added. 
The additional footage substitutes 
cheese for pie throwing. After Wil- 
lie Collier explains that he didn't 
recognize the cheese because the 
depression has made everything 
smell just like it, Jobnya Howland, 
playing a reformed burlesque dame, 
gets it in the face. Miss Howland’s 
face in a close-up is dripping lim- 
burger as the picture fades out. It’s 
a finish that would ruin the appe- 
tite of a starving Armenian. 

They couldn’t have done worse by 
any director than in slipping him 
such a script. But Seymour Felix, 
former dance stager, has slipped in 
one swat of his own, a shoe routine 
by six line girls in a stage sequence 
is a typical Felix number. And it’s 
about the best thing in the picture. 

Louise Dresser, Minna Gombel 
and Miss Howland finally succeed 
in grabbing one audience howl, but 
it doesn’t arrive until long after the 
story has lost its punch. Miss 
Dresser is a social climber with a 
debutante daughter and just at the 
point where her burlesque past 
might get in the way; Miss How- 
land is a famous Shakespearean 
actress ‘from London,’ with the 
same past; Miss Gornbell is still 
in burlesque and not ashamed of it. 
They meet at Mrs. Ramsey’s society 
party and they’re the funniest when 
getting stewed and_ reminiscing 
alone. As the three old girls are 
trying to recall the knack of doing 
a split in walks the butler for the 
talker’s only solid giggle. 

Collier, Sr., staged the dialog, but 
is personally not of much impor- 
tance in the action. Of the three 
ex-burleycue ladies Miss Howland 
in a big, rough and richly satirical 
way, outdistances her companions 
by several Mollie Williamses. Bar- 
bara Weeks, who nullifies a natur- 
ally pretty face with a toothpaste 


hour it 


smile, and the vet juve, Stanley 
Smith, carry on the minor love 
strain. Bige. 





Die Spanische Fliege 


(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Dec. 24, 
Dellner & Somlo production and release. 
Manuscript by Siegfri Philippi, after farce 
of Arnold and Bach. Production manage- 


ment, R. Leistenschneider, Sound, Eugen 
Hrich; photography, Vopel. Directed by 
Georg Jacoby. Recorded on Tobis-Klang- 
film. Cast: Fritz Schulz, Oscar Sabo, 
Betty Bird, Ralph Arthur Roberts, Hans 
Prausewetter, Lizzi Waldmuller, Julia 
Serda, Lizzi Natzler, Paul Westermeier, 


Hermann Schaufuss, Gertrud Wolle. 
ning time 86 mins, 
lin. 


Run- 
At Gloria Palast, Ber- 


Arnold and Bach’s story was a 
hit on the stage and it would be the 
same with the picture were it not 
for the wave of slapstick comedies 
flooding the screens over here. Pic- 
ture will at the most do a fair busi- 
ness, 

Contents deals with the double 
life of a German from the provinces, 
with the usuai complications. The 
director, however, Georg Jacoby, 
has built up some funny scenes and 
situations. 

Fritz Schulz has become a fa- 
miliar figure in these comedies and 
Oscar Sabo registers, assisted by 
Paul Westermeier and Ralph Ar- 
thur Roberts. Betty Bird has 
charm and the cast is generally 
good. Sound and photography are 
standard, Magnus. 


———. 


FORBIDDEN 


Columbia production and release. ¢s 
Barbara Stanwyck and Adolphe Menjon 
Written and directed by Frank Capr 
Adaptation and dialog, Jo Swerling onan 
tography, Joseph Walker; sound, Edward 
Bernds; film editor, Maurice Wright. Proe 
duced by Harry Cohn. At Rialto, N, y 
for grind run Jan. 9 Running time, §7 
mins. ? 


Lulu..... eeeces Barbara Stanwy 
stereo eens © ale -canwy 
Bob Grover. .cesescoccesess- AdOlphe Mouton 
Al Holland....cccccceceses.- Ralph Bellamy 
Helen. ...ccsccces eeeveses. Dorothy Peterson 





A cry picture for the girls and, 
on that presumption, stands a good 
chance of going out and getting 
itself and the theatres scme coin, 

‘Forbidden’ is really a conglom. 
eration of many pictures There’s 
a little bit from numerous past fea- 
tures included, but in 
Frank Capra has woven it 
entertaining fabric 
Barbara Stanwyck. It’s the best 
film Miss Stanwyck has made for 
Columbia, and she is ably supported 
by Adolphe Menjou and Ralph Bell. 
amy. The latter gives a fine per» 
formance as one of the most reale 
istic newspapermen the screen has 
seen, 

Capra is credited with 
written this yarn, and in 
no question that he has 
liberally. -But the plot holds defi-e 
nite suspense if many complicae 
tions. It really is so involved that 
there are inconsistencies. However, 
the interest is enough to permit the 


directing 
into an 
dominated by 


having 
doing so 
borrowed 


overlooking of the adverse factors. 

The director’s real error is the 
laborious way in which he hag 
launched his theme. It's an exe 


tremely awkward introduction, and 
in taking the long way around, the 
result is that the film doesn’t start 
to move until] the third reel. But 
after that it never lets go, and builds 


so that it should draw definite and 
favorable word of mouth. 

Miss Stanwyck has at no time 
looked so well on the screen, This 


may be due to Walker’s camera 
work or, finally, Miss Stanwyck her- 
self. Her portrayal, too, is sincere 
thifughout, and if she doesn’t al- 
ways physically convince as the 
story heaps the years upon her, 
allowances should be made, as the 
camera cannot delineate too rigidly 
and retain its public, 

It’s the story of a country miss 
who becomes the mistress of a lawe- 
yer torn between his love for the 
girl and respect for a crippled but 
understanding wife. The man goes 
into politics until climbing to gov- 
ornor, always with the girl at his 
side, if in hiding, and hounded by @ 
newspaper editor who doesn’t like 
him and is also in love with Lulu 


(Miss Stanwyck). When Grover 
(Menjou) is forced to adopt the 
child of the illicit relationship 


through circumstances, Lulu enters 
his home as governess to her own 
baby, can’t stand it and leaves to 
eventually marry the editor whom 
she ‘kills when he traces the origin 
of the child and is about to expose 
Grover on the day of his gubernae 
torial victory. The governor pare 
dons the woman, and it concludes 
on a tear with his death and the 
ever faithful woman left alone 
though with neither her daughter or 
the widow having ever learned any- 
thing. 

The wasted footage is all up front 
in showing Lulu throwing off the 
small town yoke and going alone on 
a Cuban vacation, where she meets 
Grover. Miss Stanwyck makes her 
entrance here behind eyeglasses and 
a very frumpy outfit, with the next 


(Continued on page 28) 
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AKE UP 


The world was made in 7 days. Warners will 
remake the motion picture world in 7 weeks! 


You've seen better days— you'll see them 
again in 1932 if you see your Warner 
Exchange pronto and bookup..... 
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A Worner Bros. Picture. 
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A Warner Bros. Picture. 
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A First National Picture. 
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A First National Picture. 
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A Warner Bros. Picture. 
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A First Notional Picture. 
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@) A Warner Bros. Picture. 
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A Worner Bros. Picture. 


..... They're MUSIC to any Showman’s Ear! 
Ready to start playing—and paying—tomorrow! 
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UNION DEPOT 


A First National Picture. 


SETS THE PACE > 
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re ean Ss a 


“Union Depot” romantic and terribly . 
thrilling. Fairbanks, Jr., charming, lovable. | 


Thrilling. episodes—and plenty! Multitude 
of laughs, marvelous characterizations, 








‘Union Depot” is grand entertainment. 


JIMMY STARR in L. A. Herald-Express. 
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FORBIDDEN 


(Continued from page 24) 


shot revealing her as a raving 
beauty parading into the dining 
room aboard ship. Follows a lot 
more superfluous celluloid in her 
meeting with Grover and the de- 
lights of Havana. Meanwhile 
neither she nor the audience knows 
the man’s true identity, and there's 
= particular interest unti] this is 
established. With the revelation 
that he’s married it’s an immediate 
pickup for the audience though 
Capra has taken a terrible chance 
in holding vg? _this point until 
practically the rd reel. 

The three Ros inads all 
their work nicely as the story 
gresses, with Miss Stanwyck 
upon by and rising to two or three 
dramatic scenes. The picture is 
long, too long, but is replete with 
good workmanship, some 
pathos, and is an interesting tale 
well played. So if there’s any weigh- 
ing to be done the balance is in 
‘Forbidden’s’ favor. Sid. 


A HOUSE DIVIDED 


production and release. Asso- 
Paul Kohner. Directed by 
Based on magazine story, 


shade 


Universal 
ciate producer, 
William Wyler. 


*Heart and Hand,’ by Olive Edens; scenario 
by John B. Clymer and Dale Van Every. 
Dialog by John Huston. Stars Walter 


Helen Chandler and Kent Douglass 
Photography by Charles Stumar 


Huston; 
featured. 


laughs, | 





|}as the kind of mugg he’s anything 


| socks 
pro- | 
called | 





| finish with girl adrift on a 


At the Broadway, New York, week of Jan. 
9% Running time, 68 minutes. 
Seth LAW. .ccccccccccvcesese Walter Huston 
Matt Law...cecccocececess Kent Douglass 
Ruth Evams......cees eecces Helen Chandler | 
ae cccccecccocece Vivian Oakland 
Mann, YTTTLIT TTT Frank Hagney 
Rugged New England romance, 
intrigue, hatred and the trimmings, 
laid in a bleak fishing village. 


Thematically, it’s the sort of thing 
Eugene O'Neill would doubtless like 
to have tackled. Adaptors of the 
story for the screen have none the 
less turned in a workmanlike script, 
with supervisor and director fol- 
lowing through. Add the capable 
work of the three principals in the 
cast and a programmer has resulted 
that merits average grosses or bet- 
ter. 

It may not do that, but if mer- 
chandised properly, regardless of 
the situation, it will not be one of 
those exhibits that bring variation 
of performance down to new lows. 

Walter Huston can stand a lot of 
hurrah by the exploiteer. He means 


something at the box office and in 
this picture does a charmeter part 
impressively. That O'Neill touch 


also provides an angle on selling the 
picture to the public. Advertising 
ought to stress the jealousy between 
father and son over the same wom- 
an. It always attracts. 


The writers and director of ‘A 
House Divided,’ a good title for this 
story, have demonstrated they are 


familiar with seacoast life as it ex- 
ists in small fishing villages. More- 
over, treatment of the yarn from 
nearly all angles has been such ag 
to remove most all chances of quar- 
reling about illogical situations, 
though a few occur. 

Huston is astutely developed as a 
rough and ready fisherman who 











A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“STEPPING HIGH” 


Jan. 8), Valencia, Jamaica, L. 1. 


WM. and JOE 


MANDEL 


“Quiet Please’’ 


Dir. : Bernard _ Burke: cet Jack | Curtis Office 


FLO MAYO 


“Walking back from an Airplane Ride” 


MILES and KOVER 


“Adagio Exotique™ 
Dir.: Ned Dobson; Jerry Cargill Office 


LUCKY SEVEN TRIO 
EVANS—WEAVER—SAUNDERS 
“Dice Novelty’ Conceived and 
Copyrighted by Dick Saunders 


Chester Hale's ‘Stepping High’ Cirls 
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likes his liquor straight and his 
women any way they come. It’s 
never overdone but always up to 
strength, with Huston’s character- 
ization throughout a living, breath- 
ing bit of drama, plus some comedy. 

Starting out with the burial of 


his wife, who must have been 
worked to death, picture goes 
throueh a long stretch with very 


little dialog. Yet it tells its story 
and establishes cause. 


Through action mostly, Huston 
quickly comes to be regarded as the 
kind of two-fisted drinker who looks 
down on his hot-house flower son 


but proud of. So at 
him, probably to prove he 
must be yellow and can’t either 
it or hand it out, 

By usual processes and with every 
plausibility, a young woman from a 
matrimonial agency comes into the 


one point he 


take 


home of father and son to become 
wife of the former. That she is 
young and good looking makes it 


nothing if not natural that the kid 
should fall for her, much fo the dis- 
gust of the old man, who in a scrap 
over her suffers an injury crippling 
him for life. 

He’s constantly seething with the 
love affair between his wife and son 
transpiring under his own eyes, but 
when he’s about to kill his own kin, 
son and girl prepare to blow. A 
rough storm has come up, with that 
in part symbolizing the fury that’s 
raging in the Seth Law household. 
It also provides for the big scene 
boat and 
husband-father rushing to her 
prove he had guts 
As might be 


the 
rescue just to 
even though crippled. 


expected, the son-lover erases his 
yellow streak at the last hour and 
swims to the girl, the other man 


capsizing and drowning. 

In that the girl and boy puts up 
with as much as they do for so long, 
with each willing lackays for the old 


man, the story suffers its mild 
touches of inconsistency. Other- 


wise, it’s believable firm drama. 
Kent Douglass and Helen Chand- 
ler, each of whom are currently in 





New York legit, give capable sup- 
port to Huston. No one else mat- 
ters, Char. 
(‘Only You’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 

DLS production. Tobis release on this 
side. Stars Charlotte Anders and features 
Walter Janssen. Direction, Willi Wolf; 
scenario, Willi Wolf, Ladislaud Vajda and 
Hans Rameau: music, Jean Gilbert, Walter 


Kollo and Rudolf Melson. Cast includes 
Fritz Schultz, Paul Morgan, Tibor von Hal- 
may, Wilhelm Bendow and Harry Bender. 
At the Europa, N. Y., as half double fea- 





ture, on grind run beginning Jan. 8 Run- 
ning time, 80 mins. 
Another German backstage musi- 


cal, Has some good points and, at 
times, is effective, but as a whole it 
fails to stand up. Reason is lack of 
story originality. 

It's about the musical comedy 
composer who would g0 opera. 
Turns his back on his work, asso- 
ciates and sweetheart, marries a 
rich woman and gets an opera pro- 
duced. Piece flops badly, wife 
walks out on him and he goes back 
to his old life and love. 

Walter Janssen plays the com- 
poser, as he did in ‘Zwei Herzen,’ 
and Charlotte Ander does the music- 
hall star. Both are good, and Miss 





Ander is more satisfactory than in 


| previous German films. Perform- 
lance throughout impresses, with 
Fritz Schulz and Hermann Vail- 


entin rating mention. 

Production is lavish, tasteful, and 
the tunes pleasant. No real melody, 
though, Kauf. 





KADETTEN 


(‘Cadets’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Dec. 28. 


Heros Film production and Sonor-Film re- 
lease. Manuscript written by Dr. Alfred 
Schirokauer, after motives of a novel from 
Peter Murr. Direction, Georg Jacoby. 
Sound, Eugen Hirsch, Photography, Eduard 
Hoesch. Cast: Albert Bassermann, Trude 
von Molo, Johannes Riemann, Friedrich 
Kayssler, Franz Fiedler, Else Basserman, 
Paul Otto, Ellen Schwanneke, Reinhold 








sernt, Hans Zech-Ballot, Jack Mylong. 





Running time, 108 mings. At Titania Pa- 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“GET GAY”’ 


_ Gan. 8), Paradise, New York 


BERT 


FROHMAN 


“The Prince of Pep” 


Per. Man., Yates 


THE GALENOS 


“An Athletic Touchdown 


Dir : 4 ‘has. Yates 


MAUREEN RIO 


“Twisting Reveries” 
Dir.; Phil Tyrrell 


DUGAN and HADLEY 


“A Cycle of Modernistic Impressions” 
Dir.: Harry Pincus 


Chester Hale’s “Get Gay” Girls 











last, Berlin. 








The first picture made by Reichs- 
filmgesellschaft, German company 
founded by Kommerzienrat Scheer, 
Which is somehow connected with 
Heros Film. A good picture which 
will attract over here and lightly in 
America for German audiences, 

Sven von Mueller, newspaperman 
and husband of Mady 
under the pseudonym of Peter Murr, 
wrote the successful novel on which 
this film is based. It’s about a for- 
mer Prussian military 
young 


beautiful stepmother. 


the officer is found dead. 


courtroom scene climaxes. 

Main success 
mann, who plays a general. 
the young cadet, is 





at and has become more 


Christians, 


school. A 
cadet has learned that his 
superior tries to make love to his 
He goes to 
the man’s home and the next day 
The cadet 
is suspected of murder but keeps 
quiet to protect his stepmother, A 


is Albert Basser- 
His son, 
a newcomer, 
Franz Friedler, who does capably. 
Trude von Molo {s beautiful to look 
sure of 


LA CHIENNE 


(FRENCH MADE) 


Braunberger Richebe production and re- 
lease. Directed by Jean Renoir. Scenario 
from the novel by G. de la Fourchardiere. 
Running time, 80 minutes. Paris, Colisee, 
Dec. 30, 

LeBTANd. cocccccccscccccccese Michel Simon 
LAs c ccccccesesocecoccence sc cuanig Marese 
Dede. .cocsccccccccccccce.. oeorges Famant 
Adele.....ceccssecceees-Magdeleine Berubet 
VAGjudant cocccccceserscerseerers Gaillard 





If the English translation of the 
title is unfit to print, this film’s di- 
alog cannot be translated into Eng- 
lish. Okay for sophisticated audi- 
ences that look for a taste of spice 
in a ritzy spot, anil drawing 
But a few releases of that sort in 
the neighborhoods will sure detract 
the masses from helping the grosses. 


Apart from that, very cleverly 


4h arse 
Liawali. 


made and beautifully acted. Un- 
seemly title is hardly flavored 
enough to come up to the story, 


which was staged from the novel of 
the same name by Fouchardiere at 
the Renaissance, a legit stand that 
specializes in sensational plays 
The title word is meant to apply 
to a prostitute who drags down a 
man, and the story, sordid in it- 
self, is shown in every sordid de- 
tail relating to each one of the 
principals—the prostitute, her man 
and the sucker. 


It opens with the beating of a 
girl by her boy friend, who is 
shown throughout as living on her 
according to best traditions. For 
those of the fauna who do not ob- 
tain 100% dividends from their girl 
friends, film is an education en- 
abling them to perfect their tech- 
nique. As to the girl, any middle- 
aged man who has ever been taken 
by a wily female will just get a 
back stage understanding of the 
works. This plus the extra induce- 
ment of a cashier robbing the till, 
a bedroom scene, no: suggestive, 
but with the smell the only thing 
left out, a murder by stabbing done 
with sufficient delicacy to show the 
girl’s body lying on the bed and 
her blood staining the pillow, a 
courtroom scene ending in an in- 
nocent sentenced to death and the 
same innocent later being waked 
up in the death house to be led to 
the guilliotine, unquestionably con- 
stitute a pretty complete index of 
what is not for family trade. 


French trade press, in the ab- 
sence of a local Hays code, has 
lately warned picture producers 


that films counting for a draw on 
vice or spice are harmful to the 
business, and this is unquestion- 
ably one of them. Result of screen- 
ing an unsuitable story, in good 
technique, backed by fine acting, is 
doing damage. Technically the film 
is practically a photograph of the 
stage version, with hardly any out- 
door shots, but direction, photoand 
sound are good and continuity was 
planned so as to ensure fast tempo 
throughout. 


The three main characters are 
splendidly acted—the woman by 
the late Janie Marese, who died in 
a motor accident on the Riviera and 





whose filmization of the part, as 
well as that of Mile. Nitouche, in 
another production, show as a big 
loss for the French screen. Georges 
Flamant plays with the most true 
to life and realistic naturalness. He 
is anything but the handsome 
gigolo, but just a tough guy with 
a smooth manner for everybody ex- 
cept his female victim. The middle 
class sucker, who, unhappily mar- 
ried, must give vent to his senti- 
mental vein by blinding himself to 
the fact that the girl he loves is 
milking him, is done by Michel 
Simon. Other parts are mere sup- 
port and satisfactory. 

For the first time a French crim- 
inal court in action is shown as it 
is in reality, which for those look- 
ing for spice, is part of the induce- 
ment, as well as the examination 
in an investigating judge's office, 
the neighborhood of same, and the 
minutes preceding the execution. 
Nevertheless, direction has been 
r.isguided in some details, since ac- 
cused are released ‘from their hand- 
cuffs to be interrogated and men 
sentenced to death are always put 
in a straitjacket to sleep for fear 
they should commit suicide. Apart 
from these oversights, excellent di- 
rection has not missed one repellant 
detail of a disgusting story. 

Mazi. 


LA CHANCE 
(‘Luck’) 

(FRENCH MADE) 

Dec. 28. 


and re- 


Paris, 


Paramount Joinville production 


lease. Scenario from Yves Mirande. Di 
rected by Rene Guissart. Supervised by 
Yves Mirande. Sound, Western Electric. 
Running time, 75 mins. At the Paramount, 
Paris. 

VictOP.cccccccccccces eecceces Fernand Fabre 
Pania...scccece ecccccceceeseseses Marie Bell 
ASTON. ove ccccce ecccevccee Marcel Andre 
Mme. Mougeot..(..cessesss Francoise Rosay 
FUETAL ss ic ce v0 ee Pierre de Guingand 


A fair programer well acted. 

Story is that of a Russian widow, 
living in France, who is a confirmed 
gambler. While on the Riviera she 
goes broke just before her quarterly 
allowance is due. She meets two 
friends, both surgeons, and falls in 
love with one. Her being tempora- 
rily out of funds makes her look like 
an adventuress, and the second sur- 


geon attempts to break up his 
friend’s engagement. Everything 


straightens in the end. 

Apart from the b. o. value, film's 
local importance is that for the first 
time it-reveals Marie Bell's possibil- 
ities in pictures. Well known as a 
Comedie Francaise actress, her film 
work to date had always shown her 
as screening badly. This time; how- 
ever, she has been well photo- 
graphed. Her voice, which 
slight metallic ring, is exceedingly 
clear and she now is unquestionably 
one of the future screen bets. 

Male lead is done exceedingly well 
by Fernand Fabre, with the two 
main support parts nicely played by 
Francoise Rosay and Marcel Andre. 

Mazi. 


has a} 
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COQUECIGROLE 


(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Dec. 22. 
Jacques Haik production and releas e. 


rected by Berthomieu. From nove! -— 
Alfred Machard. Stars Max Dear], cast 
includes Daniele Darrieux, Raym: iA Ga ie 
Armand Bour. Running time, 90 mins. ies 


Olympia, Paris. 


éetrcmcremt 
A programmer of the better class, 
Due for local business, even in the 
sticks, on the strength of Max Deare 
ly being starred. In fact, he is overe 
played in the film. Except for hig 
own following, his many appeare 
ances become rather tiring 
Berthomieu’s 
better that the 
continuity lax, he hag 
made a fair job of the production, 
Production, apart from Dearly’s 
ary, is evidently inexpensive. 
really makes the production 
esting is Daniele a, whose 
performance in ‘Le Bal’ earmarked 
her as the forthcoming loca] juve. 


direction j much 


here and, despite 


is sometimes 


sale 
What 


inter- 


nile. Her performance in this title 
role establishes her definitely ag 
such. She is exceedingly wel] sup- 


ported by a male juvenile, Raymond 


Galle. The two form a happy com- 
bination. Balance of the cast is just 
support. 

Story, by Alfred Machard, is of a 
has-been actor who fosters an 
abandoned waif, nicknamed Coque- 
cigrole. He earns his bread and 
butter by acting as a waiter in a 
cafe where the young dishwasher, 
Tulipe, is stage struck. He takes 


him home, too, and succeeds in get- 
ting both Tulipe and Coquecigrole 


to act in a revue. Eventually Coque- 
igrole’s real father, a respectable 
official in a provincial town, has her 
kidnapped and brought to his home, 
where the rest of his family mis- 
treat her. Later he realizes the girl’s 
merits, and in a rather exaggerated 
scene orders his family away. This 
vindicates the gir] at the minute the 
old actor brings back to her her for- 
mer stage partner, Tulipe, with 
whom she was in love and marries. 

To all intents and purposes this is 
the climax, but added are sequences 
showing Max Dearly nursing the 

(Continued on page 30) 














The Greatest Combined 
Talent in Show Busi- 
ness, Bar None 


AL EVANS 


Conductor - Tenor - Arranger - Pianist 
A PERSONALITY—AN INDIVIDUAL 


LOEW’S Paradise, New York 
INDEFINITELY 
Thanks to L K. SIDNEY 





























| herself, Magnus, 











BOOKED BY 


LEW GOLDER AGENCY 


Equitable Building, Hollywood, California 


THEATRES 


EDDIE RUBIN, 


Associate 


AMES DUN 


of “BAD GIRL” and “DANCE TEAM” 


BY PERMISSION FOX FILM CORP. 


NOW PLAYING SIX WEEKS NEW YORK 
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; —and now comes 


‘THE SUPER SHOCKER! 


MURDERS :: 
RUE MORGUE 


wih SIDNEY FOX 
and BELA LUGOSI (uinccie 


Lecn Adams, Bert Roach, Brandon Hurst, 
Noble Johnson, D'Arcy Corrigan. Pro- 
duced by Carl Laemmle, Jr. Directed by 
Robert Florey. Presented by Carl Laemmle. 


OE 


ie 
by 
St 
e, 
At 














D- 








i= 


st 


A 


an 
e- 
nd 





er, 


t= 
le 
iC - 
ole 
ler 
ne, 


ise 











ed 
his 
the 
re 
ith 


Based on the story 
by EDGAR ALLAN 








; is 
ces 
the 





























| neti i San ao oe oe 





, | — Some of the Universal 


Hits Available During 
: JANUARY and FEBRUARY: 


| STRICTLY DISHONORABLE 
=e RACING YOUTH 
= LAW AND ORDER 
MICHAEL AND MARY 
THE UNEXPECTED FATHER 
HEAVEN ON EARTH 
A HOUSE DIVIDED 
NICE WOMEN 
FRANKENSTEIN 
LASCA OF THE RIO GRANDE 
RECKLESS LIVING 
SPIRIT OF NOTRE DAME 
HOMICIDE SQUAD 
EAST OF BORNEO 
WATERLOO BRIDGE 
THE MYSTERY OF LIFE 
MOTHER’S MILLIONS 
ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT 
KING OF JAZZ 
SEED 
| IRON MAN 
? DRACULA 
| COHENS & KELLYS IN AFRICA 
FREE LOVE 
| THE CAT CREEPS : 
A LADY SURRENDERS | 
THE LITTLE ACCIDENT 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 9) 


construction program going to the 
extent it would calm business fears, 
before expected bad news broke 
from Europe. To this was added 
the fact that the oversold market 
of late December and early January 
was entitled to a rebound, especially 
in view of the normal seasonal 
move-up of prices regardless of the 
business situation. 

The opening weeks of 1931 faced | 
a gloomy outlook, but nevertheless 
stock prices were marked up sharp- 
ly until late in February and there 
seemed to be no reason why the 
seasonal tide of prices should not 
repeat itself. Whether prices can 
carry through into a February top| 
again remains to be seen, but evi- 
dently there are numerous cliques 
in Wall street who think they can, 
for there are many bull pools op- 
erating, one of the most open op- 
erations of the kind being in Para- 
mount, which was run up with a 
great show of determination during 
the week for a net gain of more 
than 3%, an advance representing 
more than 50% of its recent level 
of 6%. 


News over the week-end was ad- 


verse, involving the German pro- 
nouncement that it could not pay 


reparations, and the clash between 
the bankers and numerous munici- 
palities over new financing, led by 
the especially violent dispute be- 
tween the New York administration 
and the big metropolitan banks. 
This disagreement brought on the 
threat of the mayor to offer city 
notes direct to the public in small 
denominations. The Steel tonnage 
report, showing a backlog at rec- 
ord low for 10 years was not very 
cheerful, but the scale of mill op- 
erations advanced 1% to 25%, rep- 
resenting automobile orders, which 
somewhat offset the tonnage state- 
ment, 
Par Bonds Recover 


Among the amusement _§ stocks 
gains were far more sensational in 
the equity list, but the bond sec- 
tion did much better than at any 
time lately. There was an en- 
couraging improvement in both 
Paramount liens, with a brisk de- 
mand for the 5%4’s which jumped 
more than 6 points on the heavy 
turnover of nearly $150,000. The 
older 6’s gained 3% net, but on 
relatively small dealings of $34,000. 
Volume in the Par-Publix bonds 
discounts the idea that they were 
strong-armed upward in order to 
help out the clique operation in the 
stock. Instead the behavior of the 
security suggested that it had been 
picked out for investment buying, 
beiag among a considerable num- 
ber of fixed income securities that 
had been forced down beyond all 
reason by market conditions. 

The Loew bonds recovered more 
than 3 to close at 80, this being one 
of the loans that got into the move 


late, but made up for lost time 
promptly. Volume here also was 
small. 


For the time being interest is cen- 
tered on the bond section in the be- 
lief that the recovery is bound to 
start there and not until it does can 
stocks do much in the way of sub- 
stantial gains. The Loew shares 
were especially uncertain on the re- 
covery, failing to break through 
into new high territory until the last 
minute of Saturday’s upturn, when 
it reached 30, only to back away 
from that peak to close around 284, 
which is only a point away from its 
bottom on the Oct. 5 break. 


Need for Sponsors 
Contrasting performances of Par- 
amount and Loew illustrates the 
present situation in the Street, 
where it doesn’t so much matter 


who is holdin# it and what the 
ponsors’ intentions are. Apparently 
there is no pool working in Loew. 
Rather the stock seems for the 
present to be under rather leisurely 
liquidation. It was obvious during 
several of last week’s spurts that 
Loew was being passed out under 
rest of the list. The Loew preferred 
put on a particularly poor show, los- 
ing more than 3 points net over the 
week in minor dealings. Certainly 
if the stock had bullish sponstrship 
bids would have been supplied for 
this senior issue, and its failure to 
improve was one of the surprises to 
the trade. 

Paramount reported for the fall 
quarter showing net at a figure be- 
low the average for the other nine 
months of the year. Loew followed 
with a similar showing, both income 
statements leading to the conclusion 
that the depression had had serious 
effect upon theatre attendance. 

In the case of the Paramount pool 
operations the technique appears to 
have been that the low price of the 
stock had amply discounted the au- 
tumn profit statement, and that be- 
ing bad news out of the way, an 
improvement was the logical thing 
to look for. How far the Par pool 
will be able to go in attracting a 
ollowing outside remains to be seen. 
Marking stocks up is the simplest 
thing in the world. But when they’re 
up there has to be somebody to sell 
‘em to, and in the present state of 
mind of traders that’s going to be 
quite a problem. In all probability 
the stock will gather to itself a heavy 
short interest on its way up, and 
perhaps the pool is counting on that 
to unload on. Meanwhile the clique, 
supposed to have strong Chicago 
backing, is proceeding with spectac- 
ular brass-banding. Last week’s 
turnover reached close to 125,000 
shares and the stock came to the 
Saturday close near its best and 
going strong. 


Give Shubert a Whirl 


Eastman Kodak was a sensation 
for a time, working up nearly 10 
points from its recent low, but to- 
ward the finish it looked ‘tired.’ Fox 
benefited from the fireworks in Par- 


amount, being another low-priced 
stock that invited a whirl from 
small margin players. However, 


play was scattered and there was 
no evidence of a campaign, such as 
that in Paramount. Even Shubert 
attracted some attention. Statement 
of the receiver showed the company 
operations for December out of the 
red and with a net for the month of 


$36,000, compared to a deficit of 
$136,000 for the preceding two 
months. Stock went from its low of 


14 to %, a jump of 300%, even if 
the figures are minute. 

There was a feeble effort to push 
Warners’ stock up, moderately suc- 
cessful because it met no special op- 
position. But little can be expected 
in Warners while its bonds go beg- 
ging at their present level of 29, only 
a point or two from the all-time 
low. Stock can hope for little mar- 
ket support until the company clari- 
fies its position as to banking con- 
nections, which apparently is the 
depressing influence on the bonds. 


Warner preferred paralleled the 
action of the senior Loew stock by 
losing a point in a single transaction 
at 9, only a fraction away from its 
extreme low, 8%. RKO took on a 
show of strength, moving out of its 
low at 2% for the new stock to re- 
peat its top at 4. Seems to be some 
seattered feeling in trading circles 
that the company’s economy pro- 
gram and some progress toward re- 
organizing its studio branch prom- 
ise a betterment, while there is par- 
tial change of front among show 
people on the possibilities of selling 





wheat quality a stock has, but rather 


the public the specialty type of 
show again, 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Jan. 9: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 





-—-- 1931-— Net chg 
High Lew. Sales Issue and rate, High Low Last. for wk 
9 > ee err AMON BOA. oo ccccvcesdccecess ee oe 1 bid 
15 8% 1,400 Consol. Film............ ery 8% 5 41 
187% 7% 8,000 Consol. Film pfd. (2)...seeeecee 10% 85% 1% 
185%; 73 42,000 Eastman Kodak........ eocceces  & rf: sO +1 
3N4q 2% 8,900 Fox, Class A..... eeerecsesece 41% 2% 44Q +14 
54%, 2%, «= 914,690 Gen. Elec. (1.60)....cccccccoece . & 2014 25, 41% 
1 Wy Gee Gem, Thea. BG. -Ricccccccccsce % My %% + % 
101 | aaa Tee Keith pref. (7). ..ccece otece oe as 12 bid 
63) 23% Me SOW. CO). oo ccsaccces 3s eberece 2R%% 231% 28% +4-9% 
@8 5G 700 =Do pref. (6%).....06. covccccce 64 57 62 —3 
7 2 100 Madison Sq. Garden..... escoses 90 2% 2, — %& 
27 Soars Met-G-M pref. (1.89)..... weadeoer.. Ba ‘3 19 bid ; 
75 1% RR rrr eocvcccce 6% 6 6% 
50% 5% 124,000 Paramount ........... ecccccccee§ 11% 61% 10% + 3%, 
2% 1 £00 Pathe Exchange oe bdbsecoes e a &% a% 
Ra, 1% 500 Pathe, Class A..... eeeeaes ceece 2% 2 2 + % 
27) 5 97.700 Redio Corp.......6. ° cccccece 7% 54 7% +2 
4 2% PS SePeeereee eecceccccccce 2% 4 +1% 
19h Ve -. arr ETTITiTiTTe . 5 a + % 
57! 4 80 Universal pref. (8)....0...0. 38 37 38 + \&% 
20% oY, 25,100 Warner Bros......... ee 314 2% 3% + % 
40% 8% 100 Be EE, MEEPS sis can60ccce cs 9 9 9 --1 
107% 19% 120,200 Westinghouse (2.50).... 26 19% 26 4-43, 
5% ag 100 Zenith Radio......... PPrerTTTrTyT 1 1 1 +t % 
CURB 
223 3% séeons CORMERRR Pets, 060 0ccsdccoedces te oe ee 
2214 2% COB DO V¥.8.C.cccicsices eoccscceccce 3% 3 3% + % 
RY 1 $,400 De Forest Radio. ..ccccccscccess 1% 1% 1% + % 
6% % 2,800 Fox Theatres........ ceccccccece A Wy A t % 
21% % 2,600 Gen. Thea. Eq. pf...cccccccccee th le % 

15% 1% 1,000 Technicolor .......csece teeeeece 2% 1% 25% + % 
13% 13, S.900 Trams LAR, .ceoccccove covccccccoe 1% 1% 15g + % 
BONDS 
74 2 36.000 Gen. Thea. Fq. '40...c.cccccesee 3% 3 RY + yy 
Tae 35 2,000 Keith 6's, "46......-e006 secseeee 43% 43 43% +2% 
HO% 70 16.608 Leew Ca, “41 4. .cocccsacecs eooe S81 75% 80 +3% 

i 51 1,006 Pathe 7's, °37........4. etecesece 59 59 59 

97 40 34,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, "47...e0.06 50 4414 50 +3% 
RO% 23 312,000 Par-Pub' %'5"s, °59.. 22.2.2. .006 ee 165 37% 46 +6% 
Qn reer SS a see shes veasevene , es oe 
$45 2 32,000 Warner Bros. 6's, ‘30. eee 2 27 +% 


Incorporations 





Delaware 
Wilmington, Del., Jan. 
Radio Guide, Ine., publishing. 
shares, no par. Samuel C. Wood, 
H. Jackson, William M, Stevens, 
York. 
Radio Producers Associates, Inc., gen- 


42. 
100 
David 
New 


eral broadcasting, 800 shares, no par. 
Samuel C, Wood, D. P. Mitchell, Jr., 
William M. Stevens, New York. 


National Television Corp, 1,000 shares, 
no par. Clare Nelson, John W. McKay, 
Robert Harding, Jr., New York. 

Television Products, Ine. $250,000. 
George W. Lewis, Scituate, Mass.; Mon- 
roe Kaplan, Jamaica Plains, Mass. ; 
George Rittenburge, Mattapan, Mass. 

Compania Westinghouse Electrid 
Cuba, deal in articles of all kinds. 
000, CC. S, Peabbles, L. E. Gray, 
Snow, Wilmington. 

American Broadcasting and Amuse- 
ment Corp. $2,500,000, S. L. Mackey, 
J. Skrivan, H. Kennedy, Wilmington. 

International Television Radio Corp. 
100 shares, no par. J. M. Frere, J. A. 
Frere, C. R. Murphy, Wilmington. 

Increase in Capital 

Popular Songs of the Day, 
000 to $40,000, New York 
Trust Co.). 


de 
$50, 


H. H 


Inc. $1,- 
(Corporation 


California 


Sacramento, Jan. 11. 

The Little Theatre of Beverly Hiils, 
County of Los Angeles, No capital stock. 
Golda M. Craig, Oliver Hinshell, Mrs. 
Randolph Carter, Kenneth Campbell- 
Maclvor, Robt. H. Cowing, et al. 

Hollywood Producers’ Association, Ltd., 
County of Los Angeles. (‘Lucky Day’ 
color musical production.) Capital stock 


$20,000, none subscribed. R. A. Pan- 
tages, A. L. Silber, Harold Morehouse, 
of Los Angeles; C. W. Davis, J. A. John- 
son, of San Francisco. 

Capital stock of Coral Sea Productions, 
Inc., Ltd.,. changed from $100,000 to 
$150,000. Subscribed $3. Eugene M. 


Roth, Henry A. Mayfarth, M. Weinstein. 


COQUECIGROLE 


(Continued from page 28) 


newlyweds’ child, his talking to the 
newlyweds’ bird in the cage and his 
doing many other things which no 
one sees because they’re already 
walking up the aisles. 

Film has a terrific amount of dia- 
log and seems hardly adaptable in 
any language. Only possibility 
abroad is in those houses patronized 
by the French people who may be 
attracted by Dearly’s name. Mazi. 


APRES L’AMOUR 


(‘When Love Is Over’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Dec. 18. 


Pathe Natan production and release. Di- 





rected by Leonce Perret. From play by 
Pierre Wolf and Henri Duvernois. Stars 
Gaby Morlay and Victor Francen. Fea- 
tures Jacques Varennes, Joffre, Tania 
Fedor. Sound, RCA. Running time, 95 
mins. At Marivaux, Paris, 

Another photographed play and 


doing business on the strength of 
its title. Was popular as a pre-war 
legit hit. Cast names also mean 
something here. Sentimentality, to- 
gether with a kid sob finish, puts 
the film over. A sure money maker 
for Natan. 

Technically the sound is uneven, 
with photography poor. Francen, 
as the middle-aged leading man, 
pleases French audiences consider- 
ably, with more art than natural- 
ness. Gaby Morlay, who dies before 
the end of the film, has been mis- 
east as -a young girl, but Tania 
Fedor stands out on performance. 
Other players are mere support, in- 
cluding two kids, one of whom, lit- 
tle Bara, is excellent. 

Story popularized by the play, is 
that of a wealthy and middle-aged 
historian who seduces a shop girl 
just at the time he finds that his 
wife, who has been that in name 
only for years, has permitted her 
indiscretion to put her in a delicate 
position. Only fast tempo of the 
film, but slightly unconvincing, is 
that displayed by the shop girl, who 
catches up with the wife, so that 
they both have babies at the same 
time, the shop girl then tactfully 
dying. Equally unconvincing is the 
historian substituting in his own 
home the child of his mistress for 
that of his wife, and vice versa. Six 
years later he compels his wife to 
accept his bringing back home her 
own child whom she believes to be 
that of his mistress. Distinctly for 
local consumption. Mavi. 


Mystere De La Villa Rose 


(Mystery of the Rose Villa) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Haik production. First Division release 
on this side. Features Leon Mathot. Sce- 
nario Louis d’Yvre, from an English novel 


by A. E. W. Mason; direction Louis Mer- 
canton and Rene Hervil; camera Chasil 
Emmott. At the 5th Ave. Playhouse, New 


York, on grind week Jan. 8. Running time, 
90 mins. 


Considering that this is one of the 
earliest of French talkers, it has 
stood the test of time well. Sound 
and camera work are off, but there 
is enough interest in the yarn and 
it’s telling to bring fair b.o. wher- 
ever enough Frenchmen are avail- 
able as customers. Mystery yarns, 
necessarily, cannot interest those 
without a knowledge of the lan- 
guage. 

It’s a pretty good story of the 
mystery type, and was taken from 
an English novel, although method 
of the story itself and of the detec- 


tive work involved is French. 
French school of mystery yarns 
concists of a restaging of the 


crime with the criminal, who thinks 





he’s unsuspected, present for a last 


— 


TS 








Picture Possibilities | 





A literate play that should fin 


ceptional players, 


‘NEVER NO MORW’ 


viewpoint that may be more amplified in picture form, 


‘The Devil Passes’—Favorable 
‘THE DEVIL PASSES’ (comedy drama, Arch Selwyn, Selwyn). 


d its way to the screen. Morality 
Requires exe 
Ibee, 


‘Never No More’—Unfavorable 
(Melodrama, 
An all Negro cast enacts the tragedy of having one of them burned to 


Robert Sparks, Hudson), 


death by a mob, accused of murdering a white girl. No chance for 
screen, Ibee, 
‘Wolves’—Unfavorable 
‘WOLVES’ (Drama, Maurice Schwartz, 49th St.). 
Costume piece with a French revolution background and mostly chate 
ter. No femme character. Kauf. 
‘Cold in Sables’—Unfavorable 
‘COLD IN SABLES’ (Comedy, Arthur Greville Collins, Cort): 
Very much of stage lightweight and hard to see how pictures could 
use it. Ibee, 
‘Sentinels’—Unfavorable 
‘SENTINELS’ (Drama, Batchelor, Dare and Carpenter, Biltmore). 
Mixed cast drama with a colored actress proving the lead. Doubt- 
ful if any screen material here. lbee. 
al ay 





minute denunciation and _  break- 
down. 
An old lady is killed during a 


spiritualist session and the girl 
medium has disappeared, with sus- 
picion going her way mostly. Pienty 
of false scents lead off to various 
tangents, with the real criminal 
nicely concealed till the end. 

A little talky, perhaps unavoid- 
able in this type of film. Also the 
director didn’t show much imagina- 
tion, which is directly traceable to 
the fact that talkers were a brand 
new medium when this film was 
made. Leon Mathot as the detec- 
tive is fine and convincing, with the 
rest of the cast satisfactory, though 
not doing anything special. 

Picture got a 16-week or so run 
at the Max Linder in Paris and will 
have no trouble pleasing the French 
on this side also—if they can be lo- 
cated. Kauf. 


RONNY 
(GERMAN-MADE) 


(With Songs) 
Berlin, Dec. 28. 


and release. Production 
Stapenhorst. Manuscript, Em- 
merich Pressburger and Reinhold Schuen- 
zel, Sound, Hermann Fritzaching. Pho- 
tography, Fritz Wagner. Music, Em- 
merich Kalman. Direction, Reinhold 
Schuenzel. Recorded on Tobis-Klangfilm. 
Cast Kaethe von Nagy, Willy Fritsch, 
Hans Wassmann, Otto Wallburg, Aribert 
Waescher, Wolfgang von Schwind, Olli 
Gebauer, Kurt Vespermann, William Huch, 
Willi Grill. Running time, 83 mins. At 
Gloria Palast, Berlin. 


Ufa. production 
Guenther 





‘Love Parade’ has had many Ger- 
man disciples. Here it is somewhat 
followed again. Apart from the 
light manuscript, however, quite a 
lot remains due Schuenzel’s direc- 
tion. It is in the operetta style. It’s 
chances to do nicely over here are 
good. 

There must be a protest at what 
has been done with the charming 
and gifted Kaethe von Nagy. This 
artiste is here changed into but a 
beautiful doll. To her advantage 
she wears her hair in a new style 
transforming her into a standard 
head of fashion. Willy Fritsch has 
a fine baritone voice and fits in the 
role of a prince. Magnus. 


Die Vom Rummelplatz 


(‘Those of the Side Show’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
(With Music) 


Ondra-Lamac production and Capito] Film 
release on this side. Stars Anny Ondra. 
Direction, Karl Lamac; photography, Otto 
Heller and Erich Giese; dialog, Wensel 
Wassermann; music, Jora Besar. At Fifth 
Ave. Playhouse, New York, on grind, week 
of Jan. 1. Running time, 90 mins. 

Anny Flock...... Pe eccscsosecs Anny Ondra 
Hannes..... eCoccccccccescess Seigfried Arno 
Frau Flock....eese++....Margarete Kupfer 
Herr Flock....eeeee+s+ Viktor Schwannecke 
Ss cs ccccoce ecccccccccocesces TOM Girardi 
Agent Horbes........ ée0 »»-Max Ehrlich 








Probably no use trying to figure 
out Anny Ondra or her pictures. 
Present film is her third seen on 
this side and a new low level—if 
such a thing is possible. First, 
‘Mect My Sister,’ was bad enough. 
Fraulein Ondra is one of those 
big-eyed baby-face lassies. Each 
little smile is supposed to beguile 
for weeks, and it probably takes her 
just as many weeks to plaster on 
the mascara. In 1910 American film 
fans would have believed her. 
Hardly any sense in this particu- 
lar picture. Story is banal, music 
ordinary, acting bad, sound off and 
photography atrocious. Anny comes 
back from boarding school thinking 
she’s the daughter of a prominent 
theatre director to find that father 
actually controls a sideshow theatre 
on wheels. She joins in, and with 
her great talent soon lands the en- 
tire family at the fashionable Win- 
ter Garten. 

Lots of names spread around in 
the cast in supporting roles that in- 
dicate the film cost money, but all 
wasted. Recognizable in small parts 
are Paul Morgan, Max Ehrlich, Kurt 
Gerron and Julius Falkenstein. Any 





one of them if let alone could have 
done better than the star. Kauf. 


La Bande a Bouboule 


(‘Bouboule’s Gang’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Paris, Dec. 27. 
Film-Aubert 


Gaumont-Franco production 


ind release. From scenario by Albert Willee 
metz and Rene Pujol. Directed by Leon 
Mathot, Stars Milton, singer. Music by 
Oberfeld. Photography, Rene Gaveau and 
Paul Parquel; sound, Marcel Royne Radio 
‘inema, sound: Running time, 90 mins At 
Gaumont Palace, Paris. 

., SAPPY Ore eee Lily Zevaco 
Madame Lormeret........ Germaine Charley 
Emilienne....-+.cccccseseeee+++-MOna Goya 
The Witness......+..+....-Madeleine Guitty 
TRIGUIMEIs Sac ecccccepetcecogrs Henr} Etievant 
RRAPHIONG. oc ccccccvcccsoces Raymond Guerin 





Looks like a fair success and will 
probably do better in the provinces. 
Strictly for the cheapest houses. 

Scenario is of no interest whatso- 
ever, but permits a few open-air 
shots, also an exhibition in a swim- 
ming pool with a fair amount of 
flashes at girls. Public interest will 
be in Milton, who sings innumerable 
songs with endless choruses. It 
really seems to be a Milton short in 
12 reels, 


Sound and photography good, but, 
due to the nature of the product, 
direction in itself is nonexistent. 

Mazi, 


YORK 


(GERMAN MADE) 


3erlin, Dec. 27. 
and release. Manuscript 
by Hans Mueller. Production management, 
Ernst Correll. Direction, Gustav Ucicky. 
Sound, Walter Tjaden, Music, Schmidte 
Boelcke. Photography, Carl Hoffmann, Re« 
corded on Tobis-Kiangfilm. Cast: Werner 
Krauss, Rudolf Forster, Grete Mosheim, 
Gustav Gruendgens, Lothar Muethel, Friede 
rich Kayssler, Raoul Aslan, Hans Rehmann, 
Walter Jansen, Guenther Hadank, Theodor 
Loos, Paul Otto, Otto Wallburg, Jacob 
Tiedtke. Running time, 124 mins. At Ufa 
Palast am Zoo, Berlin. 


Ufa production 


A strong picture which will do 
very well. This picture tells of ace 
tual politics in Germany, and, con- 
sidering that millions of Germans 
favor this political idea it should 
mean heavy business from propo- 
nents and opponents, 

It is not a cheap film. The best of 
everything is used. Picture is based 
on the story of General York who, 
in 1812, refused to obey his king and 
therefore was called a rebel. It is 
illogical and partly obscure at times. 
Werner Krauss is fascinating and 
impressive and will offset the dis- 
crepancies. Through the direction 
of Gustav Ucicky the remaining ac- 
tors are also impressively presented. 
Karl Hoffmann’s camera work is 
fine and the sound is first class. 
Magnus. 


, - 

Hauptmann vw’ Koepenick 
(‘Captain of Koepenick’) 
(GERMAN - MADE) 

Berlin, Dec. 27. 
Roto G. P. Film production and Suedfilm 
release. By Carl Zuckmeyer and Albrecht 
Joseph, Direction, Richard Oswald. Pro- 
duction management, Walter Zeiske; phoe 
tography, Ewald Daub; sound, Hans 
Grimm; recorded on Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast 
Max Adalbert, Dr. Ernst Dernburg, Wiili 
Schur, Paul Wagner, Hermann Vallentin, 
Emil Wabschke, Peter Wolf, Fritz Beck- 
mann, Arthur Mainzer, Heinrich Marlow, 
Heinz Sarno, Edith Karin, Gerhard Bien- 
ert, Viktor Franz, Henry Pless. Running 

time, 96 mins. At Mozartsaal, Berlin. 


The filming of the biggest stage 
hit of last season, Carl Zuckmayer’s 
‘Captain of Koepenick,’ seems a sure 
film success. It deals with the shoe- 
maker who, in a captain’s uniform, 
gains in courage and self respect 
which finally makes him do the 
trick about which all Berlin laughed. 
The cobbler, by means of the unli- 
form arrests the mayor and muni- 
cipal cashier of Koepenick, together 
with the cast. 

Oswald, in directing, has left the 
play’s dialog practically as it ws 
written for the stage. Max Adalbert 
plays the shoemaker, and excellent- 
Iy. The remaining players are the 
same as in the play. Photography 
and sound are good. 





Magnus. 
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FIRST WEEK $14,828.00 
SECOND WEEK $14,929.00 
THIRD WEEK $14,975.00 
FOURTH WEEK $17,428.00 
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Name Used Without Authority by 


RKO Men in Proposal, Says Gordon 





Max Gordon unequivocally denies 
Ss. F. Rothafel (Roxy) and James 
Turner were authorized to mention 


his name in the Roxy-Turner re- 


jected proposal to replace the RKO 
booking office with their idea of‘a 
Gordon empha- 
sizes his through being at 


present the producer of three elab- 


production dept. 
denial, 


orate legit musical comedy pro- 
ductions, all hits. 
Gordon’s name was mentioned in 


the Roxy-Turner prospectus sub- 
mitted to an RKO informal meet- 
ing as reported last week in ‘Var- 
iety.. The prospectus stated the 
proposed production dept. with 
Gordon as its head, would sup- 


plant the present RKO booking of- 
fice which has Charles Freeman in 
charge. 

It did not strike Gordon's listener 
as though he was in any way 
pleased through the misuse of his 
name. As the leading 
musical producer, Gordon does not 
relish having his name passed along 
as the applicant for the job of a 
vaude producer for RKO. In no 
way, claims Gordon, did Roxy nor 
Turner mention either’s intention to 
work out a production scheme for 
RKO with Gordon as their promo- 
tional pivot. 

Nor is Gordon any happier 
through having a scheme with his 
name heading it and connected with 
the show rejected by an 
organization of the importance of 


Broadway 


business, 


RKO. 
On next Monday (17) Gordon 
leaves New York with the Marx 


Brothers for Hollywood. The broth- 
ers will start another comedy pic- 
ture out there and Gordon, as their 
guest, will hang around as an cb- 
server. 


Kiki Roberts in Two N. E. 
Skouras Spots for $4,200 


Marion Kiki Roberts, the late 
Jack Diamond’s girl friend, has an- 
other week booked with the Skouras 
Bros. in the east. She will double 
between Bridgeport and New Haven 
all this week for $4,200 after ‘show- 
ing’ at the Academy, on 14th street, 
where she was credited with some 
business on her three days there. 

Miss Roberts was to have doubled 
between the Crotona and Park Plaza 
the current first half (12-15), but 
the New England dates were sub- 
stituted. 


Offer Mrs. Legs Diamond 
In Sketch at $1,500 


Widow of the late Jack ‘Legs’ 
Diamond, Mrs. Alice Schiffer Dia- 
mond, is being offered for vaude- 
ville and for whom they’re asking 
$1,500. Fox circuit rejected the act 
because of already having booked 
Kiki Roberts, Diamond’s gir] friend. 

Idea for Mrs. Diamond is a dram- 
atizing some of the incidents in the 
life of her late husband. 


Lita Grey and Georges 
As Combo for Loew 


Lita Grey Chaplin and Georges 
Carpentier open as a combination 
at Loew’s, Jersey City, Jan. 22. 

They'll do their own turns and 
Join in an afterpiece. Lyons & 
Lyons arranged. 

A 21-year-old vaudevillian, Mil- 
ton Berle, may be m.c. next week 
(16) at the Palace, New York. 


Brendel’s 10 Weeks 


Hollywood, Jan. 1. 
El Brendel and his wife, Flo Burt, 
start 10 weeks in Fox deluxe houses 
at St. Louis Jan. 15. 
Reported salary is $2,500 weekly, 
Which doubles Brendel’s studio en- 


velope. He plays the Roxy, N. Y., 
Feb. 1, 




















DOC HOWE BACK 
Doc Howe, general booking man- 
ager for Fanchon & Marco, arrives 
in New York from the Coast. this 
week, 
Howe will stay east for some tint 
before hitting the road again. 





» 
+ 








Beck Suit Motion Up 


Supreme Court Justice Ingraham 
reserved decision on the motion of 
the E. F. Albee Estate to 
the suit for an accounting 
on the Palace Theatre & 
Martin Beck in 
he (Beck) owns a 25% interest. 
brought the suit alleging 
misuse of funds by the former E. F. 
Albee management of the 


dismiss 
of profits 
Realty Co. 
brought by which 


3eck 


Palace, 


action being taken before Beck was| 
RKO. 


admitted into the booking office in 
an advisory capacity. His previous 
motion for permission to examine 
the Palace books was denied. 

Max Steuer represents’ Beck; 
Abeles & Green, appear for the de- 
fendents. 


CANTOR-JESSEL 
DO 344,000 IN 
CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Jan. 11. 

Cantor-Jessel vaudeville bill 

$44,000 last week at the 
Auditorium. This is the 
figure ever recorded by.a 
stage show in the city. Al Jolson 
held the previous record, $40,000. 
Latter played tu $4.40 top while the 
Cantor-Jessel scale was $2. 

Today (Monday) the same bill is 
in Columbus on a one day stand, 
also booked through the William 
Morris office. Cantor and Jessel 
open alone at the Chicago, Chicago, 
next week (15) for a combined sal- 
ary of $14,000, of which Cantor will 
get $10,000. 

Under a percentage arrangement 
the bill received $26,400 for its week 
here, Terms involved a_ $20,000 
guarantee plus transportation for 
all acts from New York, against 60% 
of the gross. 

Other acts besides the leads were 
Burns and Allen, Janet Reade, Noble 
Sissle’s colored orchestra, Miacahua, 
(wire walker) and the Three 
Rhythm Boys. Excepting Sissle and 
Miacahua, it was the line-up that 
played with Cantor and Jessel dur- 
ing their run at the Palace, New 
York, 


COMPSON’S $40,000 NET 
FOR 40 WEEKS OF F. & M. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

Betty Cormpson’s 40-in-52 week 
contract with Fanchon & Marco at 
$40,000 net is an unusual deal for 
F.&M. and generally, as it’s a con- 
tract for a lump sum covering that 
season, payable pro rata direct each 
week. This is net exclusive of r.r., 
maid and other expenses. 

Miss Compson was sold on head- 
ing an F.&M. idea by simple mathe- 
matics proving she would have so 
much net in the bank at the end of 
her tour. She opens next week at 
Loew’s State. 

Miss Compson may not play the 
Vancouver and Toronto dates un- 
less F.&M. straightens matters out 
100% that the Canadian govern- 
ment will not bother her. This dates 
back to an income tax jam when 
Miss Compson played in British 
films, but it is believed the Can- 
adian dominion may have no bear- 
ing on the British tax differences. 
If so, her contract provides some- 
body else will substitute for Miss 
Compson in those two stands. 

This sort of money on top of the 
regular F.&M. budget is in line with 
demands by some theatres for big 
names. 





The 
grossed 
Civic 
highest 











MISS GAHAGAN’S ONE WEEK 
Helen Gahagan is in vaudeville 
and at the Palace, New York, for 
only one week. Actress was last in 
‘Tonight or Never’ (legit). 
Booking arranged by Harry Romm. 


en 


REJECT WEBER-FIELDS’ $7,500 
Weber and Fields, as a reunited 

team, were submitted to RKO last 

week by Harry Room at $7,500. 
Answer was negative. 





| broadcast 





| Clark and McCulough’s 


Three Weeks at $4,000 


Clarke and McCullough’s week at 
the Roxy, New York, will be sand- 
wiched by two Warner weeks out 
of town. Charlie Yates booked the 
dates, all at $4,000. 

Comedy team open Jan. 22 at the 
Mastbaum, Philadelphia, the Roxy 
follows and then the Earle, Wash- 
ington, week of Feb. 5. 


MILES BROS.—‘SISTERS 
OF SKILLET’ FOR RKO 





Two 


air chains, 


attractions from the major 


National Broadcasting 
and Columbia, have been booked by 
NBC act 
it was set through one of the RKO 


In the case of the 


agents, Marty Forkins. It’s an ex- 
ception to the rule by which NBC 
talent is generally booked direct 
with the vaude circuit. In number 
of acts booked by RKO, CBS is still 
"way ahead of NBC. 

Attractions are the Mills Brothers 
turn CBS and East and Dumke, 
known on the air as ‘Sisters of the 
Skillet.’ East and Dumke, who 
from Chicago, have no 


|dates laid out for them yet, but are 


and 
New 


okayed by the booking office 
will probably open around 
York in two or three weeks. Team 
was in va de before going on the 
air as sustaining artists. 

Time for the Mills combo is three 
and a half weeks so far. They open 
at the New York Palace Saturday 
(16) after having already played the 
Paramount and Roxy in New York 
and the Paramount, Brooklyn. 





Lexington Revives Anti 
Sunday Show Campaign 


Lexington, Ky., Jan. 11. 

As an aftermath of the arrest and 
fining of 14 vaude performers for 
giving a Sunday show at the Ken- 
tucky (Publix), similar warrants 
were sworn out for Robert Allen and 
Danny Jacobs, managers of the Ada 
Meade theatre. Marks the county 
attorney’s continuation of his fight 
against Sunday stage shows. 

For several months the Ada 
Meade has been presenting musical 


stage shows on Sundays without 
molestation. No action was taken 


toward closing until the Kentucky 
adopted a vaude policy, something 
new at that house. Herman Bam- 
berger, manager, said no further at- 
tempt would be made to give Sun- 
day stage shows. The three-days-a- 
week vaude policy will likely now be 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday. 
Artists on the Kentucky display 


were fined $5 each and costs. The 
theatre footed the bill, amounting 
to $132. 


Jury in Fayette County court re- 
fused to bring in a verdict of guilty 
against Allen. The three warrants 
against Jacobs were dismissed by 
the court, with consent of the 
county att’y, in order that he might 
be used to testify against Allen. 

Local theatre men hail the ver- 
dict as a victory for Sunday shows 
and figure no further action against 
them. 





No Palace Topper 


With the Jack Haley- 
tubin combination out through the 


Fenny 


latter’s illness, next week’s Palace 
bill will play as booked with a sub- 
stitute headiner added. The new 
topper hasn’t been secured yet. 

Fifi Dorsay, Mills Bros. and 
George Olsen’s band comprise the 
body of the bill. It was proposed to 
include them in a possible run bill 
with Haley and Rubin, and that still 
has a chance to materialize provid- 
ing Rubin recovers in time to step 
in during the second week and that 
the show holds over. 

To fill the open week, Haley has 
had the starting date of his series 
of 12 Warner shorts moved ahead. 
He begins the end of this week at 
the Brooklyn studio. 





Kate’s Wire Charges 


If RKO agrees to pay wire 
charges for radio, Kate Smith will 
be routed out of town by RKO. 
Miss Smith is currently playing 
vaudeville for this circuit in New 
York only. 

CBS and RKO are now attempting 
to complete arrangements. 





RKO Will Give Girls a Break 
On Billing: Say Too Many Male 
Names Are Outside Its Theatres 





RKO’s Colored Fours 


With the Mills Bros. at the 
Skouras Academy, New York, RKO 
last week put through a quick 
booking to spot the Log Cabin 


Four at the Jefferson, also on 14th 


street, 


The Cabin Four has been broad- 
casting in the south and were 
booked direct by RKO. Following 


their contract with Skouras, the 
Mills Bros. also join RKO for sev- 
eral eastern dates. 


CAMEL PERIOD 
AT 312,00—-RKO 


CBS’ commercial Camel half hour 
is a possibility for RKO middle 
western vaudeville time intact at 
$12,000. The troupe comprises Mor- 
ton Downey, Tony Wons and the 
16-piece Jacques Renard orchestra. 

RKO wants the turn for all towns 
receiving the broadcast over a CBS 
network station. 

The $12,000 figure, on which nego- 
tiations are based, provides for the 
act to continue its nightly broad- 
casts by local hook-up wire charges 
being paid by the act out of its 
vaudeville salary.” 

Deal is direct between RKO and 
CBS. Former has no objection to 
the commercial air billing for the 
stage. 

Besides the $12,000 straight terms, 
an alternative percentage deal is 
being worked out for the same 
booking. 


JOE JACKSON, ADAGIO 3, 
WALK ON F-M OVER CUTS 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11, 








When Joe Jackson and Dolores, 
Douglas and Eddy refused to go on 
stage in the ‘Moptmarte’ unit at the 
Fox, St. Louis, Friday (8) after- 
noon, Fanchon & Marco ordered 
them out of the unit and told Phil 
Bloom, the F&M New York book- 
ing head, to file claims with the 
V.M.A. against the two acts for the 
full amount of their salaries due for 
the unexpired 25 weeks of their con- 
tracts. 

Jackson and the adagio trio 
claimed adjustments due on their 
salaries, with the tramp comic re- 
ported as saying he wouldn’t take 
any more cut weeks regardless of 
provisions for them in his contract. 
Acts wouldn’t wait for the adjust- 
ments to be made, taking the matter 
in their own hands and refusing to 
work although they were made up. 
They didn’t inform the unit man- 
ager of their decision until time for 
their appearances. 

Opening show was short the pair 
of acts, but a local turn was shoved 
in for the second show with two 
other acts rushed from Chicago to 
fill the gap. 


Ed Lowry’s Splits 


Commencing Jan. 22, Ed Lowry, 
m. c., will split each week between 
the Skouras Audubon and Academy 
theatre in New York. 

For the past month 
been stationary m. c. at the uptown 
Audubon, He'll play the three-day 
last halves at the 14th street Acad- 





Lowry has 


emy. The rotating will have Lowry 
working with the F. & M. units 
only. In alternate halves the two 


theatre play New York-booked 
regulation vaudeville bills. 





Carol-Stuart for RKO 


Sue Carol and her 
Stuart, will do 
They have been 
Franklin and 
week of Jan 30. 


husband, Nick 
vaude via RKO. 

booked for the 
New Yorx 
Pair are reported 


Jefferson, 


getting $1,250 a week. 
Miss Carol and Stuart were both 
formerly with ke and have been 


playing the picture houses for some 


time, 


More billing for the women who 


deserve it, and less for the men 


who don’t, with more attractivee 
ness for male customers in the lob- 
bies and on marquees in mind, will 
be instituted shortly by RKO. Those 
likely to be chiefly affected are the 
men who, RKO alleges, hog the 
billing for personal satisfaction and 
the benefit of their pals on the 47th 
street curb. 

Solo billing for the male half of 
mixed teams, when the woman is as 
important as her partner, will be 
declared out. Also to be dropped is 
the monopoly of the annunciators 
and boards by male leads in flash 
acts whose feminine members are 
equally important, and sometimes 
more so. 

RKO contends there are numerous 
unwayranted examples. of billing 
superiority by men, which is okay 
for the individuals but doesn’t help 
the boxoffice. Frequently the man 
will bill himself 100% when the 
woman, or women, in the act rate 
at least In many cases in- 
volving mixed teams, the couple 
are married with the wife either in 
accord with her husband-partner’s 
views or too timid to protest. 

N. Y. Bill Cited 

An instance of the preponderance 
of male billing on current vaude- 
ville shows happened at RKO’'s 86th 
St. in New York last week, and 
will be presented as a typical ex- 
ample at a meeting on the subjel./ 
this week. On this four-act lineup 
three parts of the billing was ex- 
clusively male. One of the acts, 
and the only one considered to rate 
the solo mention, was a single man. 
Another was a mixed team, whose 
femme member deserved at least 
half the billing, but got none, while 
the third was a dance flash com- 
prising six girls and one man. The 
man alone was exploited. 

RKO’s theory is that such a pro- 
gram as listed in front of the the- 
atre might not be so attractive to 
male customers, with the possible 
impression that it’s almost an all 
male show. 

As long as it is selling femininity 
on an equal basis with masculinity 
for entertainment, the women ought 
to be billed according to merit, 
states RKO. 


Dick Powell’s Popularity 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 

Dick Powell, m.c, at the Stanley, 
has just been handed a new six- 
month contract by WB. 

Starting at the Enright, WB nabe 
deluxer in East Liberty, in March, 
1929, Powell has been in Pittsburgh 
continuously, alternating between 
the Stanley and Enright. 


RQ oF 
60%. 











Mexican Police Band’s 
One Texas RKO Date 


RKO will play the Mexico City 
Police band in San Antonio for a 


Fitzgerald is handling. 
The Mex band comprises 96 
pieces, all brass. It’s currently 


touring on percentage dates. Fitz- 
gerald imported a Mexican orchestra 
for the same circuit a couple of 
years ago. Agent has World’s Fair 
ideas for the Mexican cops. 








$1,100 in N. J. 


RKO’'s revived vaudeville at the 
Rivoli, Rutherford, N. J., drew $1,100 
opening day (8) on three shows. 
The theatre’s average opening day 
gross with straight pictures has 
been around $400. 

Rutherford is being used as a 
break-in and showing spot for new 
acts, playing five-act bills three 
days a week. Vaude cost at show- 
ing salaries is reported to run 
around $100 a day. 


ALICE WHITE FOR LOEW 

Loew's has Alice White for 
three picture house weeks come 
mencing Jan. 15 in Columbus, O. 
All at $2,500. Miss White has 
been playing the film spots for 





Warners and Publix. 
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9-Act Bill Walks Out of Balto. 
Palace at Show Time Due to No Pay 





Baltimore, Jan. 11. 
Langdon, Lester Allen, 
Craig, Jr., and six other acts 
nine-act bill at the 
Palace theatre, walked 
before the final perform- 
ance Wednesday They figured 
it would be an entire 


Harry 
Richy 
on the second 
local indie 
evening 
(6). 


foolish to work 


week for nothing. The entire bill 
departed for New York the same 
night. 

Other turns were Violet Carlson, 
‘Melodies of Yesterday,’ Gloria Lee 
and Harris Twins, DeRex and Beck 
O’Brien and Hewitt an Six Candre- 


va Bros. 
The Palace opened Christmas Day 
with a $7,000 straight vaudeville bill 


booked from New York by Sam 
Kessler. It got by the first week 
okay with all acts, including the 


headliner, Will Osborne, paid off, ex- 
cepting Craig; latter held over for 
a second week and drew only a part 
of his first week’s salary. 

Howard C. Burkhardt was opera- 
ting the venture with William Proc- 
tor in the house as manager for the 
owners, Col. Rife and Judge 
Hecht. When a promised bond had 
not been posted by Wednesday 
night, the acts asked for a look at 
some coin. When nothing was forth- 
coming they walked. 

The stroll came just 
tain time, forcing refunds 
served seat customers already pres- 
ent. Pol cy was three a day with 
reserved seats for the last evening 
show at 75c. top. The bill would 


before cur- 
to re- 








CHORUS GIRLS 
WANTED 


52 Weeks in New York 


Beautiful young girls, ex- 
perience unnecessary, 


100 


pleasant work, good salary. 


Apply Howard Evans, Bryant 
Hall (Wednesday) and daily at 
1 p. m. for balance of the week. 





Lee 








BERT-JONAS-BILLY DIAMOND 
INDEPENDENT--RKO 


SIX FRANKLINS 


FEATURING 
ARMENTO 
WORLD'S FASTEST ACROBAT 











JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM, J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 











the 
heavy 


have cost $7,300 if paid. Under 
scale and the exceptionally 


stage nut for a town like this, the 
venture had a tough battle from 
scratch, 

The no-payoff was just another 
worry for Harry Langdon, who had 
plenty others while here. Day be- 
fore the clo.uing an alimony paper 


for $1,250 came due. 





Contemplate Suit 
York, when these strand- 
had returned from Falti- 
more, it was said they may organize 
for action against the theatre. Re- 
port was that despite the acts not 
seeing any money, ushers and stage- 
hands received their salaries. 
Kessler has correspondence from 
the theatre guaranteeing the post- 
ing of a bond, but claims he could 
get no action when it came to the 
actual bond posting. 
Craig states, ‘They 


In New 


acts 


ed 


tried to oper- 


ate on a shoe string, and I’m hold 
ing the string.’ He claims $1,700 due 
him for the first week and part ol 
the second. 


ROGERS HANDLING ALL 
PALACE ADS, PUBLICITY 


manager of the 
has been placed 
in charge of its advertising and 
publicity. He was designated for 
the added authority by Martin Beck. 

Handling of the ads is thus taken 
out of the hands of Jack Hess, while 
the publicity end is removed from 
the jurisdiction of Arnold Van Leer, 
Palace p. a. for some time. Report 
is that Beck wants to cut down the 
advertising budget on the house. 

Van Leer has now been placed 
over publicity for the Mayfair, New 
York, Radio’s show window picture 
house, and the Albee, Brooklyn. Ar- 
thur Housman, recently made Pp. a. 
at the Albee, moves into the home 
office to succeed Ralph Lund as ex- 
ploitation assistant to Hess. Lund 
was dropped Saturday (9). 

Harold Dygert, who had been han- 
dling the Mayfair along with vari- 
ous neighborhoods, will confine his 
activities to the nabes. 

Henceforth the Palace is to be 
known and plugged as the home of 
‘Premier Vaudeville of America.’ It’s 
Martin Beck’s idea and his first 
move regarding the @ce vaude stand. 

Beck ordered two large signs. 
bearing the big-time vaude conno- 
tation, to be hung under the mar- 
quee and to stay there permanently. 

Beck is said to have wanted to do 
the whole lobby over, throwing out 
all the modernistic trimmings and 
returning to the appearance the 
house’s entrance as in former days, 
but it would have cost around $15,099 
to meet his desire in the matter, 


Elmer 
Palace, 


Rogers, 
New York, 














= 

















BRYANT 7800 





Marcus Loew 
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NEW YORK CITY 


PUBLIX TESTING 


Trying Out Small Towns 
With Vaude 


North 


Minneapolis, Jan, 11. 

testing 
throughout the territory as a busi- 
ness booster. Results thus far have 
been spotty. 

The vaudeville includes small re- 
vues, mind readers and novelty acts. 
Among towns used for tryout pur- 
poses have been Rochester, St. Cloud 
and Virginia, Minn., and Eau Claire, 
Wis. 

In situations 
is indicated for 
show 


Publix is vaudeville 


where a real demand 
live talent the stage 
is expected to be continued as 
an almost steady diet. 





HOLLYWOOD'S 
2-A-DAY VAUD 
WITH HOLTZ 


—————s 


Lou Holtz will do his own book 
ing of the vaudeville shows around 
him at Warners’ Hollywood theatre 
on Broadway under a weekly 


$15,000. Of 


stasze 


budget of that figure 


Holtz will receive $6,000 for him- 
self, while also sharing 50-50 with 
the theatre after house expenses are 
paid, including rent. The terms 
will have Holtz sharing § after 
$20,000 is in. 

The straight vaude policy, open 
ing Jan. 30 at $2 top on two-a-day, 
will be in direct opposition to the 


RKO Palace. 
will go for the acts as well. 

With $15,000 to spend the 
stage show less $6,000 for himself, 
Holtz will have $9,000 a week for 
supporting acts. The $6,000 is max- 
imum for him of the first $15,000 at 
the gate. If he spends more than 
$9,000 for support, he'll have to 
cut his own salary accordingly to 
adhere to the budget. Holtz’s 50- 
50 split then becomes effective on 
everything over the first $20,000 in 
the box office. At $15,000 the Holly- 

wood bills will run about $1,000 ove. 
the average weekly Palace 
cost. 

The Warner regular vaudeville 

booking office will assist Holtz in 
the booking or perhaps most of 
booking with suggestions from the 
comedian, 
Outside of Jay Brennan, the open- 
ing bill isn’t set. The show 
include a colored orchestra in 
pit. 


The opposish 


angic 


on 


show 


ene 


may 
the 


RKO’s 7-Week Splash with Units 


Over Budget and in Succession 





F-M Edition 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 
Leon Leonidoff returned from N.Y. 
Friday (8) and will 
10bs of Joy,’ with 
Fanchon & Marco. 
at Loew’s State. 
Cast of ‘Star Night At Cocoanut 
Grove,’ starring Betty Compson, 
consists of doubles and imitators uf 
screen celebs. List is Roy 
Julian Hall, Dorothy 
Pleasant, Elca Twins, 
Anna Chang, Danny 


stage another 
Pat West, for 
Opens Feb. 10 


Bradley, 
June, 

Paul Jones, 
Beck, Lillian 


Gloria 


Price, Jeffery Gill, Earl Judson, Sam 
Cheron, Consuelo Gonzales and 


Steve Savage. 


Title of the Seymour Felix unit is 


‘Cleanup.’ Result of a Chicago 
tieup has 16 girls here from the 
windy city for the ‘Chicago World 
Fair’ unit opening Feb. 24, 


U’s Alhambra as 5th 
Vaude House in Mil. 





Chicago, Jan. 11. 
Alhambra, Universal house in 
Milwaukee, is slated to go stage 


show within three 
five 


weeks. Will make 


ace stage theatres in the beer 
burg. 

Five acts, likely to be booked 

through the Morris office here by 


Nan Elliott. 


Replace Mace-O’Shay 
Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 
Tut Mace and Ted O’Shay, who 
went Fanchon-Marco after appear- 
ing in the ‘Nine O’Clock Revue,’ 
leaving the ‘Reflections’ unit. 


are 





RKO’'s first of a series of over. 
the-budget intacts starts Jan. 23 in 
Syracuse, N. Y. It will be the spe. 
cialty unit around Benny Meroff’g 
band, scaled to $4,500 a week. Fol. 
lowing this starter, six additional 
overboard salary troupes will £0 
over the route successively, 

The unit following Meroff will be 
headlined by Nan Halperin. Others, 
playing in the order named, will 
feature Irene Rich, Lita Grey Chap« 


lin, Rae Samuels, Bill Robinson 
(all-colored unit) ané he Golden 
Revue with Milton Be: 


Marty Forkins’ Negro unit will be 
scaled higher than the others at 
$5,000 or $5,500. Cost of the re. 
mainder will range from $3,500 to 
$4,500. Standard intact salary cost 
per bill under the regular budget is, 


and has been for some time, $2,750, 
If the seven money intacts in a 
row favorably impress, a general 


increase in the intact route 
may result. While the 
are being tried, the proposed 
crease to five acts for all 
will remain in abeyance. 
overhead on a 

aimed to improve 
than the quantity. 


budgets 
bills 
in- 
intacts 
The money 
four-act basis is 
the quality more 


above 


ee DeSyiva with ‘Sonthan 

Dennis DuFor and Johnny DeSyle- 
va have joined the M. S. Bentham 
office as agents, 











BOBBY MAY 


“Doing Something New” 
With JOE HOLMES 


Edw. 8. Keller ouR-K-O 

















Holtz will make a present of him- 
self to Warners Thursday night (14) 


as m.c, at the special opening of | 
‘Union Depot,’ film, at the Winter | 
Garden, New York. At the same} 


premiere Lee Tracey, 


WB film contract last week, will 
handle a radio broadcast in the 
lobby. 

House is advertising no arrivals 
after 9 p.m. will be seated. Legit 
idea is rare in connection with a 
picture opening. Just the feature 


will be shown after which house 
mediately goes grind. 


im- 





Reading’s 4 Vaude Houses 
All Playing at 50c Top 


|, & 
situation is 
There are now four 
houses where there was 
the United Co.’s Park. 

Others are Warners’ Astor, using 
six acts; the Park, six acts: Wilmer 
& Vincent’s old Hip, now the State, 
eight acts, and WB's Strand, 
All play to a 50c top. 

Meanwhile, Rajah, Wilmer & Vin- 
cent’s 2,500-seater is closed except 
for occasional bookings. 


Reading, 
vaude 


Jan. 11. 

holding 
vaude 

only one, 


Local 
now, 


a nabe. 





HERSHFIELD’S SPLIT 
A single week, with no more ex- 
pected ,and that split between two 
Ohio towns, has been set for Harry 
Hershfield. He plays Youngstown 
and Akron for RKO week of Jan. 16. 
Hersfield is supposedly getting 


$2,500, 





Ben Alley Substitutes 
Ben Alley, CBS singer, substituted 
for the ‘Street Singer’ (Arthur 
Tracey) at the Madison, Brooklyn, 
last week, due to Tracey being ill. 








Both singers are under CBS con- 
tract. 
Tracey resumed his RKO book- 


ings Jan, 9, 


| 
| 
! 


who got a} 


dhl Gof 


R-K-O 
JACK CURTIS 
1564 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 





BOOKED a R- K- O 


REPRESENTATIVES 
EUROPEAN 


LARTIGUE & FISCHER 


39 Avend® des Champs Elysees 
PA 


LOEW-INDEPENDEN14 


AL GROSSMAN 


160 West 46th st. 
NEW YORK CITY 














(Jan. 9). 


12.35 and 


venience: 





Dear Managers of vaudeville, production, 
radio and the cinema:— 


You are cordially invited to attend my 
popular song recital at LOEW’S STATE 
THEATRE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK 


I am listing the exact time of 
my appearance on the stage for your con- 


formance; 6.35 and 9.35, night performance. 


It will give me great pleasure to have you 
among those present on this occasion. 


Cordially yours, 
EVELYN WILSON, 


3.35, afterroon per- 


Singing Comedienne 









































SHAW ana LEE 


A Bit Late But Nevertheless Sincere 


Here’s Wishing All a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year 
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WB's 110 Acts Costing $5000 Wkly; | "644 Hose | RKO-Loew After ‘Crazy’ in Tab Form; | 


2 Only Exchange, with RKO, on Proft ris tor theres ane ronson Move Publix Wks.t Shubert Dates Too 


House will play five acts each half 
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* : ; jana a new bill of six on Sundays. + er 
in Booking 19 weeks of vaudeville four under an existing contract. | This is one of the Alfred Gottes- N Sk A | RKO's objection to the stage ‘Girl 
time in the east, and using on an| Warners’ Stanley, Jersey City, and|man theatres, which in the heyday 0 ouras gency Crazy’ for its vaudeville theatres, 
"s average of 110 acts weekly for a full the Branford, Newark, play F-M)0f V vaude was handled by various oN i because it might conflict with the 
le week each, besides the talent it} Units, but the Warner office em-|ookers. Jack Lindner is supplying Spyros Skouras denies any inten-| Radio picture of the same name and 
al engages for Hollywood talker pro- bellishes with two or three extra | the shows, Rs ih eth BROUTAS UCHies i ny wa n | theme, may be laid aside for Cin- 
0 duction, Warner Bros. New York| 4¢ts booked through its own office. | — tion of breaking away from Fan-| vinnati only. A deal is on for the 
| by artist bureau is now showing a com- When the Hollywood on Broad-! chon & Marco and setting up his| week of Feb. 6 at the Palace there 
Y:) ’ fortable profit on commission in- way opens at the end of this month ; an ig Kystiabr ae: picture house sal- 
8, come in addition to paying for it | with Lou Holtz headlining a straight INDIES LEANING } ial eal poe ,| ary of $8,000, 
li own maintenance. vaudeville bill in direct competi- ‘ Pt | The musical is currently at the 
te Excepting RKO, no other circuit- tion with the RKO Palace, it will | — a d wag eoerse pe ad rye ot | Tivoli, Chicago, with the Paradise 
n owned booking office is at present| Place WB on a par with the latter] n ae re rs a og - ty : peg and Uptown theatres there to fol- 
n showing a profit. The majority are | as far as cost of bills in a Broadway cr =e aa ee ee ers indled | pow B. & K. managed to cut down 

money losers on the books. Loew’'s| Showcase is concerned saints _— the $2,400 stage hands’ bill, after the 
t) vaudeville exchange, once a highly Excepting that Warners’ entir¢ dz ; Oriental showing, by eliminating 
tt profitable affair, is now reported to}.Stage time is confined to the east, iW * re O one scene and : girl number. It re- 
- look toward the circuit treasury for| it’s booking and routing doesn't Independent exhibitors are begin- | on x0 ver x Summer |duces the backstage overhead to ‘ 
° support as commissions on its greatly vary greatly from the RKO style.|ning to demand name attractions | Scale Unless Film Force —. negate ee or, aan t 
st reduced stage time have lowered| Individual salaries for acts are) ith the thought of aking - stew | curred during the musical; me ‘ 
S, accordingly. about equal on both circuits with! a . : a d ris mal ang ; ABE | Loew's eastern vaudeville thea- | the Oriental brought its cost to al- H 
0. Fanchon & Marco’s booking ad- the same standard turns and names | 8"0¥' gh drawing [on a or | tres are exceeding summer budgets | most $10,000, $7,500 of which went ; 
a junct is a money-maker, but despite used. poe Ke to ae bag makin this winter only Jin the event of} to the show on that engagement. : ! 
il the close Fox circuit affiliation is prserryeesy Bae ae rig! , ‘6 ahaa - | name bookings. T nde r this syste m | After the tentative incinnati H 
Ss considered more or less independent Ml oe bes yet * vod 4 gree ta Loew s, in its vaudeville booking, is booking, Crazy’ has a Ww eek oPees ; 
is in booking and operation. Davis Troupe Sent Into | om Sarg, ree a 5: a “a , on | guided more rigidly by the pic ture | then | plays three more weeks tor 
l= Warners’ exchange operates on >: = ie ol pin ast wees = Ww - | than any of the other stage playing | Publix = ae ATOR = 
i's the customary 5% commission basis Pitt Over Regular Unit 4 3 SP pte te Mi cricice a - alta. Re ese ae. Sa a i vind =< % he 
y for all bookings. Headed by Walter Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. | This thought alone will do more| symmer scaled stage shows o ra nine three more days at the &h 2 
= Meyers its booking staff is com- Benny Davis and troupe, playing; to restore grade A vaude to the] chiefly when the picture isn’t | bert, New Haven. 
6 posed of Harold Kemp and Steve for Loew and currently at the Penn pve class independent theatres in| strong. When the film is more or Loew’s is also negotiating for the 

Trilling. The one assistant booker hi [the east and elsewhere than any | Jess dependable, the stage gets by | outfit for its eastern picture houses 

in the office is Harry Mayer. were brought here in preference to! other line of reasoning, it is be- as cheaply as possible. , in the spring, with price reported 

For the vaudeville and picture ane regularly scheduled Dag eisai \lieved. Exhibs have many doubtful The over-the-budget amount, | as the chief difficulty at this time, 

le house acts booked through its New] U0". Songwriter and his ‘Broad- | pictures to play out under contracts | which the vaudeville department is Jack Curtis is doing the RKO 
m York exchange Warners is estimatea| W@Y Stars of the Future’ were origi-| ana from experience so far in the | entitled to spend isn’t limited, but | dickering for Cincinnati. Lyons & 

to be spending in the neighborhood | ?@!ly_ booked several weeks ago, but| weak sister era, they have come|depends on the names’ individual Lyons is agenting for the producer, 
= of $50,000 a week in salaries. That} ® delay babes ase d due to the|to recognize the big difference in| salaries. On nameless shows, the Gregory Ratoff, on the other dates. 

would bring the weekly office in-}| ™USicians’ strike. grosses that exist between good pic- | summer budgets are strictly fol- ———__—_——— 


- - 7. Tt © ewe . . . . 
come on variety bookings alone to Move is an unusual procedure|tures and those that are just av- | lowed. 


$2,500, with that more than cov-| With Davis moving from here to} erage af below. ~ 2-DAY FRISCO LAYOFF 





| 
| 


ering the overhead. New York for a return week at the | A. Schwartz chain in Brook- San Francisco, Jan. 11. 
v, ; ’ >; . “co 2 . M 2 —_ 7 ° a2 ~ ‘ 
20 Weeks Soon goal Two | A ae kids Ml lyn Pose Long Island, and Sol Brill, 3d Try at Modern RKO is sending its Golden Gate 
the Davis act may have had some-| w} nas State ‘ . |i Pr 
sas - - : some 10 pre ally has State sland (re i ) Oakle 
Addition of the Queens, Wilming-| thing to a ith the : et o practically ha iten I 1« Providence, Jan. 11. here and Orphe um, Jakland, from 
8 1ing to do with the local booking|t 9 himse lf, are among eastern Wednesday to Friday openings 
ton, Del., on Jan. 18 as a six-day] switch | ; Modern theatre again went vaud- ee ad 72 
split week with five-act bill i] 3 | indies starting to test the name act. | mi saturday (9). ‘This is the thira| Gives the eight-act bills a two- 
) > 7e-ac ) a £ ae — | >a 2 279 . 4 3 A Pa Act vj-« iS 4s . Ad et . ‘ 
I : » ae | Brill’s St. George house on S&S. I. day layoff before opening. 


attomnt 
avrcompr. 


a change to full week by Jamaica lswung in Joe Cook Saturday (9) 
= ~ = ~ soc < © ’ 4 
: 7 A group of Providence men are 


L. IL, now a split, will increase the McKEESPORT’S WB VAUDE |for a week, and the Schwartz Cen- 


Current week stretched to nine 
days to allow the change, 


i 









































Warner vaude time to 20 weeks. McKeesport, Pa., Jan. 11. | tury circuit booked Clark and Mc- behind — new attempt. Pe 
in all but three theatres where} The Memorial (WB) inaugurates |Cullough for a half week in Free- ‘th Wei 
W B stage shows are played the cir-|a vyaudfilm policy tomorrow (12). | port opening the same date. Others NEW ACTS Dempsey wit — 
cuit does its own booking. The} Warner office in New York will|are to follow. Brill also recently | Lately in the legit-indie agency 
Earle, Philadelphia, using eight acts| book. |played Clark and McCullough, who| Buddy Doyle and Harry Akst. | field as an associate of Herbert 
a on full week, plays four Warner- House will play five acts on a|have Loew and Warner de luxers to | Burt Payne, Cliff Blanchard and| Hoey, Paul Dempsey has joined the 
booked acts, RKO booking the other | split. | follow the Freeport date, | Bunny (3). bons ee is 
| ; 
’ ie y 
| 
3 
~ 
if Entertainment’s what you want, see-- 
and his 
7 
with 
Miss Puff Walton 
7 A 
9 9 8 
4 and 
7 
| FOR NEXT WEEK (Jan. 15-22 | 
' HELD OVER 7 = . 
: : 
i i P Bidg., N York | 
Direction--JACK CURTIS, Palace g., New Yor 
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foi Bookers 
Swinging Over 


To Intact Idea 





Because it is considered more 
economical, independent bookers are 
beginning to lean decisively to 
vaude road shows which travel in- 
tact. Belief is strong in the indie 
field that this system will become 
more noticeable this season. 


Jack Linder follows A, & B. Dow 
on the unit idea. Through an ar- 
rangement with an indie combine in 
Connecticut, known as Better In- 
dependent Theatres, Inc., Linder 
starts with two weeks. Unique fea- 
ture of this booking deal, calling 
for five-act shows to play one day 
stands, is that each unit will play 
two different houses in all seven 
towns. 

Dates are.New Haven, Hartford, 
Bridgeport, Meriden, Norwich and 
East Haven, in each of which Bet- 
ter Independent Theatres has a 
couple of houses to accommodate 
a day of stage shows. First show 
opened at the Strand, New Haven, 
last Wednesday (6) the starting 
point for all these troupes. 

Dow's five act combos play up- 
state towns, including a half dozen 
Fox-controlled houses as well as 
Schine Bros.’ theatres, and in Ohio. 

Another indie booking a couple of 
weeks of upstate houses, including 
several in the Smalley chain, is 





Two WB Houses 





Charleston, W. Va., Jan. 11. 


Virginia after several years’ 
sence. 


stage units, 
Capitol is the only theatre of any 


lead. Capitol plays Metro pictures. 





Young Dunn on Opposish 


That James Dunn may make a 


for Skouras, 
direct opposition to the RKO Ford- 
ham. 


Dunn gave as his reason for turn- 


the theatre is too close to the Ford- 
ham. 
the other uptown Skouras houses. 





Stanley Wolf. Latter takes a four 
act outfit as far north as the Ca- 
nadian border. 

Arthur Fisher has so far not at- 
tempted to work out an intact route 
embracing his houses. Fisher shoots 
for the larger indie houses, no mat- 
ter where located, seldom bother- 


week, 


STAGE SHOWS DOING WELL 


Charleston, W. Va. Sees Them in 


Stage shows have returned to the 
theatres in the capital city of West 
ab- 


Warners’ Virginia and Rialto have 


renewed the demand with regular 


size downtown not yet following the 


few personal appearances for RKO 
before returning to the Fox studios 
is indicated by his refusal to play 
the Valentine theatre, in the Bronx, 
because Valentine ts 


ing down the Valentine date that 


Otherwise, Dunn played all 


ing with anything less than a half 














RKO VAUDEVILLE 
(Week Jan. 16) 


INTACT %5 
RKO, Toledo, Ohio 


RKO Juggling Unit 


Dates—Trenton as 


New Break-In Spot 


RKO’'s intact unit time in New 
York will undergo some changes at 
the end of this month. On Jan, 23 
the Chester, New York, withdraws 
from the route to play spot-booked 
six act shows. 

When Trenton, N. J., opens with 
vaudeville in February, it will be- 
come the break-in date for the four- 
acters. The intacts’ starting time 
in the east will then comprise 
Trenton, Paterson, and the Ken- 
more and Madison in Brooklyn. 
Until Trenton joins, Paterson will 
be the opening first half with the 
two New York houses following. 
The Madison will replace the 
Chester as the last New York date, 
Syracuse, N. Y., remaining the first 
road stand, 


KORAN’S ‘SPOOK’ SHOWS 


Mystic Doing Two Extra Perform- 
ances on Percentage for RKO 














In playing Manhattan neighbor- 
hoods, Koran, mentalist, will do two 
extra shows. One will be a morn- 
ing matinee and the other a ‘spook 
show,’ after the last night perform- 
ance at each theatre. Booked on 
straight salary for the customary 
three shows in neighborhoods, Kor- 
an will share under a percentage 
arrangement on the two added per- 
formances. 

Mind-reader goes into the Ford- 
ham Jan. 23 and into Yonkers Feb. 
6, only dates arranged so far. Kor- 
an will remain a full week in each 
house. 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 178 
(Week Jan. 16) 105th St., Cleveland, Ohie 





HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 


om with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


HOWARD --FINE--HOWARD 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 


with 
JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blondell & Mack) _ 
THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas. H. Allen—M. S. Bentham) 


ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 














CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGEL—ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Oz) 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
Marie Patri—At the Piano 


(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


The Colonel of American Nuts 
with Myrtle Lansing 


(Personal Mgr., Jesse H. Martin) 

















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 81 
(Jan. 16) Paterson—Chester, New York 


JOY FINLEY, Reveals Rhythm 
Tin Pan Alley’s ANN ROTH 


Pep Rep 
Dance Princess MARY DUNCKLEY 


WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 


Benny’s Bad Boy and 


“RED” PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 











The Three Playboys 


DENNY LYNCH 
MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 
The Ultimate in Harmony 


BENNY 
MEROFF 


and His Famous Orchestra 
Personal Mgr. George Woods 
(Dir. Bili McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) 




















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 
(Week fan. 16) RKO, Milwaukee, Wis. 


BOB STICKNEY 


With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender’’ 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 


THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 177 
(Week jan. 16) Columbus, Ohio 


THE ORANTOS 


“Heads Up” 
World’s-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


MARTHA MORTON 


The Darling of the 4 Mortons 


and EDDIE PARKS 


The Slick Soap Salesman 
(Direction of Thos. J. Fitzpatrick) 


An Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


























. With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley 
(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) (Direction of Weber-Simon) and Bud Williamson 
(Dir. Jess Freeman—Chas, Morrison) 
oo — -—~ - ee ane —-—--- = —s ——~ ~~ _-- 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 80 
(Week Jan. 16), RKO, Syracuse, New York 


EBONY FOLLIES 
“A Musical Comedy Romance 
from Alabam’ ” 
(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


WILL and GLADYS AHERN 


with Brether Den 
“Arizona’s Fun Spinners” 
(Direction of Milton Lewis) 











Vaudeville’s Popular 


HEALY and CROSS 


“The Stage Satesmen of Songs” 
(Direction of Charles H. Allen) 


ARTHURand MORTON 
HAVEL 


“Hot Water”’—By H. C. Greene 





— 


—— 


—— ee 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 





Ls 


to each other. 


ulars out of theatre’, one said. 


hadn’t been near the house since, 


awhile’, 


‘Variety’ said. 


Jimmie Schnozzle Durante states that Irma Dane may 
vaude flat, as ‘Variety’ stated, but he had nothing to do with it, nor 
did he send for either Miss Dane or her mother, 


If the New York Palace takes any stock in audience comment it shoulda 
have had an usher planted in front of four elderly women in the fourth 
row at the opening matinee this week. The ‘girls’ were back in the 
house after a long absence and were complaining bitterly over that fact 


No, they didn’t like the long run bills. ‘Why it keeps so many reg. 
‘And it’s not fair to the other actors 
who want to play here’, cackled another. 
-had viewed the Cantor-Jessel combination twice during their stay, but 
The fourth leaned across two seats to 
inform that, ‘I saw the show three times, but you get sick of it after 


The third mentioned that she 


All to much agitated munching of candy. 





have left 


Mrs. Jerry Dane, as 


Schnoz observes that Miss Dane may have screen ambitions, or pose 
sibilities but it’s a secret to him and, besides, he has his hands full withe 
out worrying about screen spots for others. 

Sounds like the vaude Miss Dane was publicity minded in tieing 
her name with Schnozzola, and maybe Mrs. Schnoz asked how come? 





Show Strands as Mgr. 
Scarborough Vanishes 


Atlantic City, Jan. 11. 
The chorus, principals and or- 
chestra of the Palace theatre, all 
hailing from New York, were left 
stranded here last week when the 
owner of the theatre locked up the 
building after the manager, Harry 
Scarborough, had vanished, 
Unable to locate him, his em- 
ployees appealed to the courts here 
in an effort to collect enough to 
carry them back to Manhattan, and 
pay overdue board bills which have 
caused the holding up of their 
trunks. 
Scarborough started his theatrical 
venture at the Palace last Novem- 
ber and after a month of poor busi- 
ness his employes took charge of the 
box office giving the manager 15% 
to keep the house open and dividing 
the balance among themselves, 


Fleeson’s Femme Trio 


Neville Fleeson, whose past pari- 
ners have included most of the 
femme stage singles of importance. 
is now rehearsing an act with three 
women, 

Girls are Helene Denizon ,Gloria 
Grafton and Marion Kingston (Vest- 
off). 








‘System’ Renamed 

After 30 years as ‘System,’ the 
McGraw-Hill mag undergoes a 
change in title this month to ‘Man- 
agement Methods.’ No change in 
operation, Arthur H, Little contin- 
uing as editor, and Irving Fellner 
as publishing director. 





Schwartz Trying Vaude 
In Freeport Once More 


The Schwartz-Century circuit, on 
Long Island, which once provided 
considerable independent time for 
vaude acts, is threatening to return 
to that policy. The Grove, Freeport, 
will be an important test spot. It 
has its first show.in this week and 
will adhere to four acts on a split 
week basis. 

Schwartz attempted to reach a 
deal with the unions to enable him 
to restore vaude last summer. The 
vaude possibilities of Schwartz's 
circuit are for six weeks or better. 

Arthur Fisher is booking the Freee 
port house. The same booker is also 
now booking the Capito] at Bayside, 
This spot is not controlled by 
Schwartz. tayside will use three 
acts Saturdays and Sundays. 














SPECIAL OFFER 


for a Limited Time 


FINE ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
With Ideas for Publicity and Lobby Use 


200 so $50-00 


8x10 
Glossy or Dull Finish 






C 


212 West 48th St. 
NEW YORK 


Tel. CHickering 4-3960 


es ————— 


























RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 73 
(Week Jan. 16) RKO, Minneapolis, Minn, 





“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 





HOPE VERNON 


“= <“<Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend cf Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 


Marty May 


Jean Carroll 











Beautiful Sailorettes 
(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 


and a supporting cast, 
composed of a shipload of Anatole's 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT %6 
(Week Jan. 16) RKO, Dayton, Ohio 





VERNON RATHBURN 


“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-0O-TETTE 
(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) _ 


EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 








“Tripping the Gay Fantastic” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


THE DANCING ADAMS 





DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


MAKER OF FINE CIGAR ASHES 
SINCE 1889 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 

















Dear “Variety”:— 


business he entered. 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 179 
(Week Jan. 16), RKO, Rochester, New York 


THE AVALONS 
A Thrili a Second 
(Dir. of Billy Jackson & Jeff Davis) 


HAL NIEMAN 


“The Vugabond Rover” 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


and CARMEN 
in 
“Wait and See” 
(Dir. of Jeff Davis & Billy Jackson) 


CLARA BARRY 


AND 


ORVAL WHITLEGE 


“He Doesn’t Know the Music and 
She Doesn’t Know the Words” 


(Dir. of Thomas J. Fitzpatrick) 























the foregoing. 





ness in spite of the times. 


if given the opportunity to 











Direct a Motion Picture. 














CHARLES MORRISON 
AGENCY 


1560 Broadway, New York 


Pursuant to our recent conversation, and at your sugges- 
tion, | am writing you this letter about N. T. G. 


| want it known that N.T.G. is the most amazing per- 
sonality and the outstanding showman of the day. 


He has reached the top in whatever branch of show- 


Starting as press agent for Marcus Loew, 16 years ago, 
at the time of his retirement, he was one of the highest 
paid and the foremost press agent of the time, 


Upon assuming charge of the W.H.N. radio station for 
Loew he leaped to the heights of popularity both as an 
announcer and for his rendition of poems. A 
gold medals and a silver cup, won in contests, can prove 


He was the first m.c. appearing at the opening of the 
Loew theatres all over the country. 


He became the leading producer of cabaret revues and 
had five running at one time in Broadway night clubs. He 
opened the Hollywood Restaurant as his own in association 
with Joe Moss and J. Amron, and it quickly became the 
greatest cafe restaurant in the world, doing a terrific busi- 


A master picker of beautiful girls, his selections are 
always sought by Mr. Ziegfeld and Mr. Carroll. 


| feel assured that he wilt do as well now, as in the past, 


Produce a Broadway Revue, 
Produce a Unit for a Circuit, 
Announce Radio Programs, 


1! am his personal manager. 
Sincerely, 


Jan. 11, 1932 


diamond, 16 


CHARLIE. 
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Tuesday, January 12, 1932 
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FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 
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finish, with the Roxyettes on the 
ROXY Sate. ih the, Rorzetten ca the] PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 
New York, Jan. 8. on the — = .-— — of the New York, Jan. 8. 
Oth anniversary of] Principals on e fourth and top : 

Upon the - t ee ee y ae platform. The costuming is the fea- An indifferent show “~ aetuse i | 
Fanchon & Marco, th y UUS|ture of the number, with little else | Presentation purposes, with evi- | 
week houses probably the most ex- of note going on, but the dressing |dences of after-thought patching 

ensive variety bill on record for|'!S striking enough to put the num-| after it had been laid out. Ruth St. 
sandira’ supporting the screen ber over. Denis probably was the. center a EMBASSY | TRANSLUX 

.Y i oe . 1e s y in i iginal design, bu F P ; ; 
feature, ‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox). The large pit orchestra looked the Sites ix tae bane ia rather Nine subjects on the program this Women in the audience fre- 


In salaries alone this stage bill 
stands at $18,000. A lot of money, 
and a lot of it is wasted. 

Due to the size of this playhouse 


and the limitations it imposes on 





neat in white Eton jackets and blue 
trousers, with blue and white the 
color scheme for the entire over- 
ture. Waring conducts from a sep- 
arate platform at front center and 
from the balcony he appeared to be 
nearly a block away from the apron. 


all acts, several of the most costly | Facing him is the trick voice drum- 


current items fail to deliver in pro- 
portion to their cost. Fritz Leiber, 
in a Shakespearean reading that 
goes astray in this big place, was a 
total loss. Nick Lucas and James 
Barton succeeded in reaching hardly 
half of their normal effectiveness. 

Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Heink 
didn’t fall short of expectations, be- 
cause her style is suitable here. Nor 
did the DeMarcos, for they’re strictly 
4 sight dance team, and one can al- 
ways see even if one cannot hear at 
the Roxy. 

But the bill's biggest item, and 
bound to have more bearing on this 
theatre’s policy in the future than 
the other names, here for the one 
week only, is Fred Waring’s Penn- 
sylvanians, in the pit with addi- 
tional musicians as a 50-piece jazz 
symphony. It radically changes the 
musical policy at the Roxy, but the 
Waring band is as proficient in its 
own way as the former bunch was 
in the classical manner. 

On the opening day it looked like 
going to extremes for novelty. Per- 
haps that might turn the trick. The 
question remaining is whether the 
new style, which is up against the 
necessity of creating a new audi- 
ence for the Roxy, can draw in 
competition with the old method. 
And that can be answered by busi- 
ness only. 

The entertainment is divided into 
seven sections, each introduced 
through a mike by an offstage an- 


nouncer. The various sections are 
billed on the program as ‘Dance,’ 


‘Drama,’ ‘Radio,’ ‘Vaudeville,’ ‘Opera,’ 
‘Musical Comedy,’ and ‘Revue.’ 
Vaudeville was out at the Friday 
evening show, probably for running 
time. It was to have been inter- 
preted by the Stevens Bros. 


Waring and the pit crew open the 
show and build into a _ precision 
routine by the Roxyettes, with this 
remarkable 32-girl line in striking 
silver costumes before the black 
drapes. 

Drama’s standard bearer is Fritz 
Leiber, whose name value is ques- 
tionable in a pop-priced theatre. 
It looked as though nothing on the 
part of the producer or actor could 
have made up for the natural han- 
dicap. Behind a scrim on which a 
floating cloud effect is flashed, 
Leiber is on an elevated platform 
against a jet-black background. He 
quotes Shakespeare’s soliloquy from 
‘Hamlet’ just as he would in a small 
legit house. As Leiber has had no 
trouble with the same material in 
the legits in the past, it was the 
theatre rather than the actor. His 
words were seldom distinguishable. 
He had as little chance of landing 
here with his quiet recitation as a 
mugging comedian would have in 
the Yale bowl. 

Patricia Bowman and the house 
ballet corps in an unusually fast- 
tempoed number for them were 
grouped with the Nick Lucas 
‘Radio’ item, coming on at the fin- 
ish of the singer’s solo routine. 
Lucas’ voice was carried well 
enough by the house amplification 
System, but he missed the intimacy 
of the smaller houses. And Lucas 
is a polite singer whose effective- 
ness diminishes with distance. 

With Vaudeville out, ‘Opera,’ per- 
sonified by Mme. Schwuinaann-Heink, 
moved up a niche. The 70-year-old 
beloved contralto, whose pipes re- 
main surprisingly sturdy, drew a 
large entrance hand and with each 
of three numbers the applause vol- 
ume increased. When they drew 
the traveler over her piano set 
Mme. Schumann-Heink came out 
before the drop on a heavy recall 
and in response she shook her 
hands over her head like a boxer. 


With Jim Barton following, the 
show switched completely in na- 
ture, for the Mme. was classy 
enough, but classier still compared 
to Barton’s stew bit which he uses 
as the body of the act. Instead of 
his familiar one drunk character, 
Barton is nor- doing three stews at 
once, each about 33% of the origi- 
nal, which makes it even. The or- 
chestra played ‘Anabelle Lee’ as en- 
trance music, but Barton refrained 
from singing it. He opened with a 
pop for two choruses and after the 
stew stuff went into his eccentric 
buck on the mat. 

The DeMarcos, a class dance 
team whose work isn’t hampered as 
long as an audience can see their 
feet, have the big bare stage to 
themselves for au opening waltz. 
Tony DeMarco then continues alone 
While his partner changes, and 


| 


| 





When she returns he still dances to | 


finish back in harness. It means 


about five solid minutes of hoofing | 


by DeMarco Without a _ breather. 
This draws the shew’s finale. 
Four stages, each elevated above 
the other, are used for the flash 


mer who injects some comedy in 
the harmony moments. 

Herbert’s ‘Sweet Mystery of Life’ 
serves as the first of two selections, 
played in various tempos and 
rhythms. In coming weeks it might 
be more advisable for Waring to 
cut his numbers shorter, since the 
verse and chorus of popular and 
light opera. compositions are not 
heavy enough to support numerous 
reprises, no matter how variated 
the arrangements might be. 

The stage is used during the lat- 
ter part of the overture for a part 
cooch and part acrobatic dance by 
Evelyn Nair, who was flatteringly 
accompanied by the orchestra and 
a girl trio in vocal harmony. Latter 
group’s billing is ‘The Girl Friends.’ 
They've been with the Waring band 
for a couple of years, but this is 
the first time this reviewer has seen 
them on the stage. At the Palace 
they remained offstage, and that 
might be best at the Roxy also, for 
their soft and extremely close har- 
mony is vague when delivered out 
of sight. Here they walked into the 
scene while something else was £0- 


ing on and tended to break the 
stride. 
The large band, only part of 


which is Waring’s own, worked 
beautifully as a unit, denoting thor- 
ough rehearsing. No other modern 
orchestra of such size has been seen 
on Broadway, while musically there 
is nothing else for comparison, 

At the Friday night show the 
loges were pretty light. As that sec- 
tion is always a good gauge at the 
Roxy, a frail biz week was indi- 
cated. The talker isn’t attractive, 
while the heavy name show ob- 
viously wasn’t banging the till hard 
either. 

Next week Reri, the South Seas 
grinder, and James Dunn on the 
stage. Bige. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Hollywood, Jan. 8. 
As indicated some weeks past, 
Harold B. Franklin, in experiment- 
ing with various types of stage 
shows at the Paramount, has grav- 


itated naturally back to the primary 
stage band idea as first worked in 
picture houses—a stage band with 
specialty acts and a _ personality 
leader-m, c., minus extravagant 
production effects. This policy, sim- 
ple and popular in appeal, will mean 
more to a theatre of the Paramount 
type than any replica of Roxy fan- 
fare, although, as almost always, it 
must have the pictures. 


With Harry Barris, late of the 
defunct Rhythm Boys Trio and cur- 
rently a Cocoanut Grove soloist, the 
Par has a personality upon which 
to hang its hat. There was a warm 
reception for the show as an entity 
because of this intimate aspect, 
though the business wasn’t there 
because the feature ‘Reckless Age’ 
(Par) meant nothing. Barris is on 
the second week of a fortnight 
booking, drawing applause upon 
entrance, 

Acts on and off before the 15- 
piece stage band are the Linden 
Brothers, doing an overly sophisti- 
cated pansy song bit and therefore 
potions laughs only on gestures; 

eatrice Kay, who makes figure 8’s 
with her hips while husking blues 
and consequently is a natural for 


numbers like ‘I’m Good for Nothing” 


but Love’; Rutledge and Taylor, 
colored buck and wing boys who 
lost much because they gagged 
slowly so they could rest between 
three consecutive dance numbers 
instead of appearing twice, and 
Max Lerner, who croons pleasantly 
through a megaphone from a band 
chair. 

Ballet of 24 girls is only basically 
trained in a stair-ladder routine 
worked on 12 of the props, but the 
flash is there. They were again a 
nice sight interval in a boy and 
girl number, the skirted girls weav- 
ing a toe unison through the tap 
work of the dozen in gray full dress 
suits. 

Barris hurried through one song 
in the spasmodic style suited to 
him. and was again well received 
in a radio burlesque worked with 
the entire band for a rib on current 
ether programs. Barris capped this 
with a rowdy impression of Aimee 
McPherson which may not live fo 


long. The same for his three raps 
at Hoover, which, while roundly 
applauded, seemed out of place. 


Newsreel, Talkertoon and Boswell 
short on the screen. 


Sisters 


The current procedure of throw- | 
ing the stage allowance into talent 
and cutting out production seems 
suited to the Paramount. Bang. 


mild. As a counter attraction 
against the staggering array of 
names at the Roxy the current week 
and the smash ‘Mata Hari’ at the 
Capitol, the Par layout isn’t such a 


lure, especially on the stage show 
side. Picture, ‘This Reckless Age’ 
(Par), doesn’t make much of a 


splash on the marquee, but provides 
solid entertainment once they get in. 
Leo Carrillo was the scheduled 
stage name, but cancelled when 
called west for a picture. 

Value of the St. Denis name for 
Broadway cinema exploitation is 
debatable. Girl who 
classic dancing on the map has for 
a long time figured principally in 
the ‘salon’ field and is alien to the 
film public. As for dancing, her 
nautch gir] ballets with all the spice 
the name connotes mean nothing to 
the deluxe theatre followers, edu- 
cated to the nth degree by hair- 
raising adagio pairs and groups and 
the last word in dancing in all de- 
partments. 

For straightaway showman effect, 
probably any group of the dance- 
school girls could have carried the 
same stage weight as the St. Denis 
ballet of 12, while the solo perform- 
ance of Miss St. Denis herself, once 
in one of those manipulations of silk 
draperies lighted from below, and 
again as the finale in an Oriental 
temple dance, was mild indeed to 
students of the modern intricacies 
of stepping, amounting in all to a 
brightly-colored stage spectacle, 


Another after thought seems to be 
the presence of Joe Wilton and Rex 
Weber, who have a minor spot on 
the lobby billing, but no place at all 
in the mimeographed programs 
handed to the reviewers. They are 
well down in the bill, a position 
they are entirely able to support, 
but immediately preceding Bing 
Crosby, the freak singing of Weber 
makes something of a conflict. A 
capital turn of its kind, with a wal- 
lop finish in Weber’s ventriloquial 
trick falsetto, doubling with Wilton 
in a manner that leaves the audi- 
ence uncertain which one is war- 
bling. 

Crosby is again hooked in for ap- 
pearance with a turn that has ap- 
peared earlier, this time working 
with Frances Faye, returning as his 
accompanist after opening the show 
solo. Having clicked on her own, 
Miss Faye’s second appearance is 
worked asa build-up for Crosby. He 
uses a bit of comedy repartee for a 
change of pace from straight croon- 
ing, but his cold entrance and his 
finish, which amounts to an m. ec. 
announcement of the St. Denis in- 
terlude, do little to help him. The 
crooner hasn’t been well handled 
throughout his stay at the Para- 
mount, but he seems to have made 
friends among the regulars. 


Other turn in the bill and, with 
Wilton and Weber its saving grace 
(it is to be noted that both are 
straight specialties), was Michon 
Bros., who demonstrate anew that 
nobody shculd be allowed to do bur- 
lesque acrobatics except adept acro- 
bats who could work straight and 
be a wow without benefit of laughs. 
That comedian who takes the com- 
plicated falls through and into the 
spring-board rigging is a prince of 
knockabouts, 

Show has an excellent opening, an 
arresting arrangement surrounding 
Miss Faye’s pianolog and blues 
singing routine. At the rise of the 
drop Miss Faye is disclosed at the 
piano, only in silhouette with a 
backstage light throwing a mam- 
moth shadow against a scrim be- 
tween the performer and audience. 
Stage itself is taken up with the St. 
Denis girls, 12 in number, in futur- 
istic jazz costumes, black and white, 
with skirts cut away in front and 
the last possible degree of decolle- 
tage in the back. Dance is a sort of 
glorified jazz-voodoo-spiritual idea 
carried out in pantomime to the at- 
mospheric accompaniment of Miss 
Faye’s hot piano playing. 

Rubinoff, sticking to the pit as 
has been the rule lately, goes Span- 
ish for the agreeable overture, while 
the Jesse Crawford organ item is 
again fortified with Mrs. Jesse, back 
after her Christmas vacation, and 
officiating at the twin console, pair 
being at opposite ends of the pit. 
The innovation of the stage con- 
soles has been abandoned. The 
Crawford contribution is a collec- 
tion of popular Walter Donaldson 
pop hits, Rish. 


BOULEVARD, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 6. 
for this naborhood audi- 
and they showed it the open- 
jing hight, is the five acts and Rube 
;|Wolf and his band. Fox-West 
i\Coast increased the nut consider- 
lably for this split week show in an 
leffort to have the Boulevard come 
jback out of its two-year doldrums, 
Looks like the new policy will work 
out. Adimission is 50 cents. 

Presence of Wolf helped things 
along. M.e. who did a lot in build- 





A treat 
ence 








helped put} 


week have to do with war, politics 
and the international situation. The 
Japanese - American relation is 
strongly insinuated in a collection 
of navy maneuvers scare-headed in 
silent title, ‘Fleet Mobilizes for War 
Game in Pacific. 





The navy subject is one of the] 
best edited so far projected in} 
either Broadway newsreel house. A} 
number of familiar clips are given | 
a continuity that moves smoothly | 
into a gripping climax when the] 
fleet reaches the point where shells 


explode Air and underwater ma- 
neuvers, in fact all of the details} 


that go with a battle on the seas, 
are incorporated. 

William Randolph Hearst this 
week started using the Embassy 


screen for spread of his editorials. 
Obviously nervous, Hearst warned 
against the bankers, spoke of ‘Loot 
for Europe,’ urged the American 
public to exercise care in their se- 
lection of a new president, and con- 
cluded with his trademark, ‘Amer- 
ica First.’ There was mild and 
scattered applause at the finis. 

Gandhi and China are so plentiful 
in the newsreel libraries that no 
matter what happens the reels can 
silent-title morgue stuff up to cur- 
rent news dateline. 

The Embassy's chatter 
goes a bit too far, however, 
fans who have fairly good 
ries. He describes what 
was Gandhi’s home now as his 
prison cell. Last summer, incident- 
ally, Gandhi talked in this clip and 
Fox boasted about it being the first 
newsreel interview with Mahatma. 
This time the sound track is muted 
for the present pipe yarn. Tacked 
on to the old Gandhi material are 
similarly antiquated scenes of Brit- 
ish soldiers clubbing natives. Here 
the ‘reporter’ talks about India’s 
new year. 

Embassy has a real lead-off this 
week which is a bonafide scoop as 
well. The farm house where two 
men killed themselves after shoot- 
ing down six Missouri cops is 
shown. This is followed by an in- 
terview with one of the officers who 
survived a minor injury. The finale, 
however, is as tragic a contribution 
as could be added to any newsreel 
program. It is an interview with 
the dead murderers’ mother, who 
says on film she was glad the boys 
took their own lives, 

The F-H boys hunt out Joie Ray, 
ex-sprinter, in a Newark dancehall 
endurance contest. Unless the fans 


reporter 
with 
memo- 
last July 


remember Joie none will ever 
identify him in this subject. Clip, 
however, is providing plenty of 


laughs, other contestants drooping 
over each other. 


General Fetchet, retiring from the 
air service, delivers a stirring warn- 
ing on the inadequacy of this coun- 
try’s air strength. All reels covered 
it. Similar all-round coverage for 
Schmeling’s return; Hoover New 
Year’s callers; Londos; Mummers’ 
Parade in Philadelphia; Cat Club 
Winners; Lake Placid; Babe Ruth. 

Fox has interviews with an Eng- 


ifor the 


quently took to audible comment 
when a representative of Commis- 
sioner Mulrooney in explaining the 
bomb-in-the-mail system warns 
folks in general to be careful about 
opening unexpected packages. 
Where the Embassy resorts to the 


| talking reporter on the Einstein re- 
iturn assignment, 


} 


Paramount had a 
sound truck on the job and got the 
wizard to say something in German. 
The same reel in a companion clip 
scored a beat on the latest visit of 
Dr. Lorenz. Pathe goes in heaviest 
Gandhi subject currently. 
Touching it off with British troops 
leaving for India, an interview with 
the writer, Patricia Kendall, is used 
to introduce a review of old clips. 

The Luxer also has a marathon 
dance. A couple lingers long enough 
to be married. Universal adds sev- 
eral to its scoop collection. These 
include the Mussolini funeral and 
Culver City motorbike race catas- 
trophe. Other interesting Universal 
subjects not included in the other 
reels are German demonstrating his 
death ray in Chicago, Rio de Ja- 
neiro’s new statue. A real U nove 
elty is the clip on a scrubwoman 
rowing 2,000 miles down the Mis- 
sissippi with the hope that when 
she gets in New Orleans the sun 
will relieve the ache in her back. 

Paramonnt gets the first views of 
Britain’s mother ship for planes, 
The subject is given several human 
interest angles through conversa- 
tion between a plane pilot and the 
ship’s commander. The Sino-Japa- 
nese situation in the newsreels al- 
ways looks about the same, although 
Paramount avers the latest is about 
Shanghai and the Japs in Chinchow, 
Pathe scoops on the first fivee 
alarm fire to be seen at either thea- 
tre in months. It’s in Boston. Pos- 
sibly the reels have figured fires 
passe or too difficult for camera 
coverage. on 

Magazine subjects include the 
wind-up of Captain Bartlett's trip 
to Greenland on his little ‘Morris- 
sey’ and another of the Romantic 
Journey shorts. Bartlett’s series is 
well worth duplication, although the 
next time Pathe should permit the 
average episode to run about twice 
as long. 

The annual rose show at Pasa- 
dena is included in the program, 
Pathe also has some plane views 
of the Mississippi flood. Embassy 
had similar ones last week. 

Waly. 





lish editor and a French statesman. 

Some of the wise boys are finding 
plenty of guffaws in the Mummers’ 
presentation, an all-men in women’s 
clothes proposition. The Cat show, 
as well, gets a laugh from a lady 
with a foreign accent who finally 
hides behind her cat for words. 

Indoor tennis lends itself better to 
camera work (for angles) than the 
natural. Tilden and Hunter and 
two other boys prove this at their 
Garden practice. 

More German wine drinking, an- 
other Havana rumba, St. Moritz and 
Oxford hockey included in the re- 
mainder of the bill. Waly. 





ing up this house when it first 
opened six years ago connected 
everything up nicely, besides con- 
tributing a cornet solo, blackout and 
comic dance with Helen Warner, 
who would be underestimated at 200 
pounds. 

Wolf worked best with the acts. 
Individual bits of the orchestra 
didn’t click and naturally slowed up 
Wolf. Both gags and  0»players 
seemed amateurish, even for a na- 
borhooder. 


Acts in order include Ada Broad- 


bent, toe dancer, who had two 
spots; Willard and Loretta Hall, 


comedy-song duo; Paul and Nino 
Ghezzi, hand balancers; Miss War- 
ner, singer, and Niles Marsh, female 
impersonator. Acts open Wednes- 
day and play through Saturday. 
Rest of week dance routines of 
Fanchon & Marco Ideas break in 
here. 

Audience liked everything, but 
went strongest for the Ghezzis and 
Marsh. As an encore, the former 
do a black-bottom on their hands. 
Marsh tips his sex on entering by 
clearing his throat in bass. 

Miss Broadbent didn’t impress; 
the Halls were liked although Hall’s 
gags were dull and Miss Warner 
worked out her share of laughs, 
mostly through aid of Wolf. 


Orchestra introduction took 15 
minutes, and vaudeville 45. Real 
elegance for the actors who only do 
one show a day, except for an add- 
ed Wednesday mat and three shows 
on Saturday. 

Fair house Wednesday night, 
which used to mean just another 
empty house for the Boulevard, in- 
dicates biz is on the up. 
the second vaude bill, and the third 
week of the stage policy. 

‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe), Mickey 
Mouse and newsreel upheld the film 





end, 


This was | 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Jan. 9, 
The pocketbooks out this way 
couldn’t have been so flattened by 
Christmas and New Year's, accord- 


ing to the business being done on 
‘Delicious’ (Fox), with the Farrell- 
Garnor team. Exhibit is in its sece 
ond week here and up to Saturday 
afternoon had outdone the previous 
Saturday’s intake. It’s going some 
anyway the observer figures it. 


Added to other box office deter- 
rants the average showman is be- 
ginning to get used to is the crazy 
weather abounding at this time of 
the year. Just when it appeared 
Saturday might clear up, another 
dose of drizzly rain-came along. If 
continuing much farther this week, 
it’ll doubtless get in some bad licks 
for the box office. -° 
The downtown de luxer out here 
in the shadow of the Manhattan 
bridge is getting to be a hangout 
for kids. Last week it played, on 
the house’s check, to 17,000, and 
Saturday with folks stood up at 2 
o’clock, found them representiwg 
about 50% of the payees, 

Fanchon & Marco layout along 
with ‘Delicious’ and the rest of the 
show’s trimmings provides stable 
entertainment for the masses. Kids 
seemed to feel pretty much at home, 
forgetting their worries about re- 
sumption of school, and went loud- 
ly for the O'Donnell and Blair slap- 
stick act familiar to many vaude 
fans. Team shows to even better 
advantage in a presentation than in 
vaude since their material is con- 
densed down to its most essential 
elements, with things happening so 
fast it acted as a continuous howl 
for the youngies. One kid was ene 
ijoying it so much some people 
(Continued on page 41) 
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HARRY GREEN 
Monologist 

12 Mins.; Ons 
Palace (St. V.) 


Since Harry Green did as well a: 
he did at the opening Palace shov 
after going in on less than a day’ 
notice, it's a cinch he can do a lo 
better with more time to prepar 
Vaudeville can us: Green for hi 
picture name besides his ability, 
and maybe Green could use som: 
vaudeville playing unless he’s look- 
ing for a show only, with a filn 
return not barred either. 

Green’s Palace routine comprises 
a few dialect stories, a dialect imi- 
tation of Calloway singing ‘Min- 
nie’ and a repeat of the comic’s tor- 
eador number from a Par musical 
talker. No mention of film stuff un- 
til the toreador, which closed. For 
this Green was aided by Lester Al- 
len, on the bill earlier, and back in 
Green's act for a gag senorita im- 
personation. 

It looked easy for Green to work 
and get by as he did at the first 
matinee. He has a world of person- 
ality for the stage, while his vaude- 
ville past gives him the necessary 
background and experience for stage 
playing. Bige. 





WHITING and BURT 
Songs 

15 Mins.; One 

RKO Hillistreet, L. A. 

George Whiting and Sadie Burt 
are making a vaude comeback. Both 
have been resting here for months, 
with Whiting occasionally essaying 
writing or publishing a song. 

On personality it’s the same team 
as years yo, with Sadie Burt just 
as cute a trick as ever before. Nor 
has their work radically departed 
from their past proved successes of 
pleasant memory. 


That they should fare so mildly 


wyroves lots of things about vaude 


and its present-day class of audi- 
ences. Either the parade has passed 
the vaudevillians by or the public 
taste is different. In Whiting and 
Burt's case it’s the latter, for they 
are too astute a pair of troupers 
not to keep pace. The very class 
and air of their songalogs, all spe- 
cially restricted stuff, evidences that 
from the barrier, It’s not like some 
of these outmoded hoofers or come- 
dians who forget that the dawn-of- 
1932 customers already think back 
to 1931 as ancient history. 


Here are Whiting and Burt who 
have a nifty sense of vaude values 
—a team that rates in the vet class 
without being a.k. or by any means 
ready for a Fanchon & Marco ‘Stars 
of Yesterday’ Idea—and yet who al- 
most lay an egg. 


They have a rather smart opening 
number to set their motifs of duets 
portraying Love a la Chinatown, 
Love a la Mexico and Love a la 
Holiywood, as the placards on the 
easel announce later on. 


The chink stuff rings in their old 
standby, ‘Chinese Blues,’ still an 
okay lyric. Their Mex number with 
the ‘best caballero in all Mexico’ is 
very a la ‘The Dove’ and in suit- 
able dress, and the Hollywood duet 
is a bit perkier. In the latter, per- 
haps, Miss Burt was unwise in her 
sartorial exterior. 

For a routine finale encore Whit- 
ing announces that he and Miss 
Burt had an argument last night 
over the next number, which he 
thinks is something they won't like, 
but here goes anyway. It’s a bridal 
number, and unfortunately he’s al- 
most 100% right. It was too quiet 
a get-off. That spiel might be the 
McCoy, as this is strictly a break- 
in for the team, 

That Whiting and Burt will not 
find their level is almost beyond be- 
lief, as their native shrewdness of 
vaude values alone nullifies any 
such negative thought. Perhaps 
Whiting, who showed he could 
write lyrics with the sensational 
‘My Blue Heaven,’ will have to dig 
into the trunk or the skull for new 
ideas. However, az iz it's weak. 

Abel. 


Lester ALLEN and Peggy HOOVER 
Songs and Dances 

16 Mins.; One 

Palace (St. V.) 

In Peggy Hoover, who formerly 
did an act’ with her husband, 
“Buddy Doyle, Lester Allen has his 

most proficient vaudeville partner 
to date. Miss Hoover, a perfect 
dancing ingenue type, is talented in 
more than one way, which makes 
her eligible for musicals. In the 
meanwhile, in vaudeville with Allen, 
she has her share of the billing. 

Routine isn’t very different from 
the Allen-Breen turn, After the in- 
troduction and the double in little 
girls’ outfits, they separate for their 
own specialties. Miss Hoover does 
a buck and a sort of essence with 
twirls as her two numbers, while 
Allen again uses his song in the 
stream line tuxedo and big shoes, 
later returning for his acrobatic 
with taps. 

Two such capable people cannot 
but combine successfully. Bige. 


a 


HELEN GAHAGAN (1) 


Sie 
Mins.; One 
Palace (St. V.) 


With an important legit rep and 
he billing of ‘David Belasco’s Be- 
loved Star’ behind her, and a nine- 
fminute routine of four songs as an 
lact, Helen Gahagan is not for vaude- 
ville. The Palace, where she is 
playing this week, is the only house 
suitable for her, even if she deliv- 
ered a better turn than she showed 
Saturday. 

Bad advice or none at all as to 

vaudeville decorum was behind Miss 
Gahagan’s embarrassing flop at the 
opening Palace performance. She 
was extremely nervous. Her four 
numbers were crosses between pops 
and classics, mostly lyrical ditties 
with vague meanings. The Palace 
audience failed to get the signifi- 
cance of any. 
Another legit habit that hurt was 
the tendency to walk off cold with 
her pianist after the first pair of 
numbers, with the obvious intention 
of making the return look like 
something extra. The applause 
didn’t warrant more, but Miss Ga- 
hagan of course couldn’t withdraw 
at that point. The same thing hap- 
pened after the third number, 
whereupon she came back for a 
fourth, 


It’s as much the fault of the book- 
ing office as the act’s. They must 
have been desperate for a name to 
take the turn in the shape it was in 
Saturday afternoon. Miss Gahagan 
is not familiar to vaudeville play- 
ing, nor is singing her forte. These 
two facts alone should have de- 
manded caution and careful prepa- 
ration. After the matinee it was 
said Miss Gahagan’s turn would be 
changed for the night show; but it 
was too late to revise the matinee 
impression. 

In a flowing white satin gown 
Miss Gahagan looked like an am- 
bitious lady giving a song recital in 
her own drawing room, and she 
worked that way also. 

_Giuseppi Bamboscheck at the 
piano and just accompanying. 
Bige. 





CARNEY and WINTON 
Xylophonists 

6 Mins.; One 

RKO Hillstreet, L. A, 

Male team at double xylos ham- 
mering out their pops in fair if un- 
distinguished manner. They finale 
with a xylo dance. 

Costuming lacks class. They wear 
silk shirts and tan trousers, no 
jackets or anything, and look very 
acro in their get-up. 

Deuced acceptably. Locally booked. 

Abel, 
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B. B. B. 

Talk, Songs 

7 Mins.; One 
Pantages, L. A. 

Shouting down the boisterous re- 
velers in his cellar cafe for the 
many months preceding its final 
visitation by the _ sheriff, Bobby 
Burns Berman became accepted in 
Hollywood as a pleasant guy with 
a rough form of talent. But before 
the cellar closed—and perhaps also 
an explanation for its closing — 
B. B. B. hopped into the coast pro- 
duction of ‘Girl Crazy’ as head 
comic and _ surprised even his 
enemies with an innate talent at 
reading lines and a distorted sense 
of mimicry which showed up much 
better on the stage than it had in 
the smoky aura of cellar life. 

This talent B. B. B. has trans- 
ported to his special seven minutes 
in the F. & M. ‘Limehouse Nights,’ 
unit at the Pantages, but he is not 
the same comic he was in the mu- 
sical because there are no lines to 
guide him and he doesn’t want to 
offend nice people with stuff that 
goes great for a night mob. 

B. B.’s mimicry of stage and 
picture celebrities is unique because 
it is a gross caricature of the orig- 
inal, and on this he could hang a 
sturdy vaudeville or picture house 
act. He does none of them in his 
present turn, relying on an open- 
ing song and a medley burlesque of 
national and local radio programs. 
The burlesque, with more national 
scope and removal of a few dull 
lines, could also step into big-time 
com pany. 

In summary, B. B. B. has the 
ability for big league comedy troup- 
ing. He can wait until the right 
breaks give him an opportunity to 
prove this or he can bring it about 
himself by giving most diligent 
study to the art of stage comedy. 

Few comedians of his type are 
being developed. Bang. 





RED CORCORAN 
Comedy, Banjo 
10 Mins.; One 
Hollywood, Hollywood 

How and why they didn’t curb 
Coreoran on material and running 
time is a reflection on whoever is 
responsible for the pacing of these 
dull stage-band shows at Warner's 





Hollywood. His stuff was stale, 
dull and witless, which made an al- 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 
Current week was supposed to be 
a sort of lull before the scheduled 
Jack Haley-Benny Rubin bill which 


was to have followed for a possible 
run. That being the case, the book- 
ing office's assignment for this week 
was just a satisfactory on€é-week 
layout. But up to Friday morning 
the card was still without a topper. 
They finally secured Harry Green 
on last-minute notice, and it looked 
like the Palace might glide by with- 
out much trouble while priming it- 
self for the big one. 

On Friday evening Benny Rubin 
was rushed to the hospital with an 
appendix that yelled for a Dr. Amey 
removal. So on top of the neces- 
sity of sliding by this week, it looks 
like the Palace will have to slide 
by as best it can next week, too 
with the Haley-Rubin combination 
not available. 


All of which sent Arthur Willi, 
the Paiace booker, home to bed Sat- 
urday morning. He was suffering 
from booking office influenza, a pe- 
culiar occupational illness headlined 
by a headache. This forced Charlie 
Freeman to catch the Saturday 
matinee in Willi’s place. Freeman 
stuck to the finish, and then it was 
his turn to go to bed. 

The two topliners, Helen Gahaga 

and Harry Green (both New Acts), 
didn’t deliver as topliners should, 
Green probably through lack of 
preparation and Miss Gahagan be- 
cause of bad advice. 
For its chief effectiveness the 
show must depend on standard 
vaudevillians, since the outsiders 
hardly stand up. It let Block and 
Sully, No. 3, and Buck and Bubbles, 
No. 8, in for the best returns, al- 
though the goings on up ahead 
weren't at all helpful to the former. 
Programmed to close the nine-act 
bill, Maurice Colleano and his fam- 
ily opened instead, switching spots 
with the Lee Twins, an Irving Yates 
flash. The psychology behind open- 
ing with Colleano instead of Carl- 
ton Emmy’s dog act, which deuced, 
was not clear. The tumbling turn 
with its interpolated specialties pro- 
gresses slowly toward Maurice's 
punches, with the No. 2 spot much 
more suitable on a bill like this. 
The Emmy turn has the pace that's 
needed, but not present in the open- 
ing spot. 

Block and Sully had to struggle at 
first in their position, but they made 
the grade after awhile, and had an 
easy time thereafter. When the 
Boasberg talk found its stride the 
couple earned their usual laugh re- 
turns, while the finish dance got 
them off strong. Bill remained all- 
vaudeville through Barto and Mann 
in the next spot. Colleano’s tum- 
bling, especially his double somer- 
sault from the ground, which drew 
its customary gasp, took some of the 
edge of Dewey Barto’s flips at first, 
but not for long. This near-midget 
succeeded in breaking through the 
ice along with his elongated part- 
ner. Show needed vaudeville at 
that point, and they supplied it. 


First part’s closing spot was Miss 
Gahagan’s, a disappointment on top 
of perceptible nervousness at the 
opening performance. The inter- 
mish wait and newsreel widened the 
already gap between the two halves, 
and that was what Lester Allen and 
Peggy Hoover (New Acts) walked 
into. Again experience in variety 
matters asserted itself, for once this 
new team got a grip on their audi- 
ence they held it. 


Harry Green told a few Hebe 
stories in his own likable manner, 


then did a song in dialect. An imi- 
tation of Calloway’s ‘Minnie the 
Moocher’ and funny. He brought 


Allen on again for foiling in a bur- 
lesque female inpersonation during 
hig repeat of the toreador number 
he played in ‘Paramount on Parade.’ 


Another Green-Allen bit came 
later in the running with a spot 
under the cioser. It was announced 
by Miss Gahagan, who had consid- 
erable trouble talking over Buck 
and Bubbles’ applause, as a con- 
densed version of Drinkwater’s 





ready over-long running time seem 
worse, 

He’s a good example of the gen- 
eral mediocrity of talent obtaining 
at this house, holding the dubious 
distinction of establishing a new 
low par. 

Corcoran once before was around 
with a partner trying for the F. & 
M. grade at a show house many 
months ago. He seemed to evidence 
better possibilities with the pard 
than is now displayed on his own- 
some, Abel. 


CORTELLO’S HOLLYWOOD 
STARS 

Acrobatic, Dogs, Comedy 

10 Mins.; Three 

RKO Hillstreet, L. A. 

Locally booked act to augment 
the regular RKO unit. Opened here 
and did nicely with Cortello start- 
ing off with some snappy contortive 
acro work, although his penchant 
for over-gesturing and raucous an- 
nouncement became tiresome as the 
canine stuff thereafter progressed. 

A few clever dogs in the turn, do- 





ing dance and comedy stuff, Girl as- 
sistant helps. Abdel. 





‘Abraham Lincoln.’ 
Allen as the Emancipator and 
Green as General Grant, besides 
Bubbles as a Chinaman, produced 
a laugh, but not many other laughs 
followed, A dead finish made it a 
washout. The apparent purpose 
was to tag it with an an wer in 
Yiddish by the blackface Chink, but 
they gave Bubbles a weak line that 
few in the audience got. 


By the time the Lee Sisters ar- 
rived they were face to face with 
an audience that apparently realized 
things hadn’t turned out so well, 
with no chance for a recovery at 
that late point. However, the flash, 
Which contains a soprano and an 
acrobatic line of girls besides the 
nice-looking twins, held them pretty 
well. 


First sight of 


The Palace won't see a lot of 
business this week, but that won't 
hurt so much, because a lot wasn’t 
expected. But next week! Bige. 


ACADEMY 


The fixed policy of this down- 
towner under operation 
will be Tuesday and Friday changes, 
with Fanchon & Marco show plus 
acts (two currently) the long half, 
and regular six acts Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. That 
Academy the jump on 


Skouras 


gives the 
RKO by a day on its changes, with 
a fresh show 24 hours before the 
Jefferson, hardly a block away on 
East 14th street, twice weekly. 

Currently the Skourases have a 
show in the Academy that should 
sell itself. In addition to a surefire, 
fiashy F. & M. Idea, ‘Hacienda,’ the 
Four Mills Bros. and Jim Toney are 
in the vaude. 

Mills are making their first ap- 
pearance in this neck of town, and 
though their following isn't the big- 
gest on the radio, the air quartet 
ought to do some pulling. RKO has 
them booked for a few weeks start- 
ing Saturday (16) at the Palace, 
and is enough sold on their draw to 
play another ether quartet, ‘Log 
Cabin Four,’ this first half at the 
Jeff. Latter not well known around 
New York. 

The colored harmony crooners are 
spotted immediately following the 
unit, which precedes the vaudeville 
now rather than tailing it as when 
Fox was in operating control. 
They're announced through ampli- 
fication as presented by NBC, and 
launch into 13 minutes of novelty 


singing and instrumental hodge- 
podge, doing five numbers, Out- 


standing by far is ‘Minnie the 


Moocher.’ 


Mills boys group’ themselves 
closely around a mike, with their 
work amplified, a manner of pres- 
entation pop with similar attrac- 
tions. Though far from a stento- 
rian hit down here, air act scored 
nicely Friday evening. 


Jim Toney, with old brown derby, 
a lot of astutely-sold talk, some 
clowning and a glim-getter assist- 
ant, Gertrude Green, followed the 
Mills. Toney’s act is the type that 
has no trouble with 14th street 
audiences. 


F. & M.’s ‘Hacienda’ is strictly 
Hispanic in color, but emphatically 
anything else in entertainment ex- 
cept for Adriana, who disports her- 
self as -a mistress of ceremonies. 
She’s billed as ‘The Sweetheart of 
Mexico.’ A looker, wearing a lot of 
personality and striking up an ami- 
ability from the outset, Adriana 
isn't at all hard to take. 


Opening with a song, she does a 
Spanish dance, returning at a later 
point to do another number, a little 
more Mexican. Neither will crowd 
the Hoctors into the background, 
but they serve their purpose. 


Doyle and Donnelly are where No. 
2 would be in the presentation, with 
some talk and a song that makes 
the hurdles okay. A little of their 
material bears the marks of age, 
but it’s all sold well. 


Another comedy act follows. This 
is Sue Russell and Hinky and Dinky. 
It’s a trio with a Mutt and Jeff male 
team and a girl of medium height. 
Theirs is a goulash of clowning, 
acrobatics, dancing, talk and sing- 
ing, with Miss Russell on the vocal 
assignment. Her one number, 
straight, isn’t so hot, but in bur- 
lesquing a snooty prima and com- 
icking up a classical dance number, 
she spells success. 


The trio do a funny adagio, in- 
terspersed by a barrel roll, for the 
run-away. Audience Friday night 
seemed to like this act second best, 
giving first preference to the Jug- 
gling Jewels. This is a quintet of 
girls who should make most male 
jugglers blush with the dexterous 
manner in which they swing Indian 
clubs around. Some of the combi- 
nations on exchanges are unusually 
clever. They were the right pick as 
the closer. 


Idea is set in an elaborate gar- 
den at the side of a Spanish ha- 
cienda that has that Calif. atmos- 
phere all over it. Musicians are as 
Mexes, but get no spot to them- 
selves, Lou McDermott, former 
Publix producer, staged ‘Hacienda’ 
with an eye both to flash and en- 
tertainment value, 


Picture, ‘Her Majesty, Love’ (FN). 
Fox-Movietone News and overture. 
Char, 
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PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Jan, 9, 

Can it be that RKO’'s material 
censorship is taken lightly, or do 
acts like Chas. ‘Slim’ Timblin and 
0 omen conveniently forget 
about it when the et aw 
the east? th way trom 

Undoubtedly RKO doesn't expect 
perfect adherence to the ‘Don't’ 
code, but when an act takes ads 
vantage of a situation, like Timblin 
did at the Palace Saturday after. 
noon, and even with plenty dirt 
fails to register, there can be no 
alibi. Jerome didn’t go that far, 
though maybe the example set by 
the blackface comic ahead of him 
had something to do with it. But 
still Jerome gave ample hints ag 
to his adeptness along the blue 
border. 

Of the two turns, Jerome, with 
his partner, Gloria Gray, clipped off 
the best results, from an audience 
viewpoint. Following a chilled show 
that caught Lillian Roth, headliner, 
in a draft, the next to shut wise 
cracks of Jerome and Gray managed 
to break the ice. 

Miss Roth has acquired a more 
steady poise, it seems, but doubt- 
ful if her more rigid manner has 
the advantage over her former and 
more self-like expression that car- 
ried with it a lot more spontaneity 
and warmth. For her value at the 
box office Miss Roth must be re- 
corded as a trifle belated, if her 
latent screen acitivities are to be 
taken in account. Yet she is not 
just anotther picture girl, for Lil- 
lian and her sister, Ann, have been 
giving vaude the once-over since 
they were knee high, So it’s to be 
expected that Lillian will give a 
good account of herself, barring 
such accidents as this particular bill 
and the cold reception it was ace 
corded at the opening show. 

Timblin’s futile effort in the No. 2 
spot is a point in consideration not 
only for him but other standard acts 
that go along year in and out with 
no other change than a possible 
quip or piece of business here and 
there. But not enough to make any 
difference. Timblin is still doirg 
his colored preacher, stopping at 
nothing to get a laugh and probably 
surprised when he doesn’t get it. 

Same goes for Jerome and Gray, 
who possibly have the edge on Tim- 
blin in antiquity of material. Je- 
rome has always been a local gag- 
ster and when in Rome he does as 
the Romans do. They did snicker 
and even laughed out ioud a couple 
of times so everything was jake. 

Nina Olivette, reliably clever, 
closed the show with a line of eight 
boys in support, Miss Olivette is 
doing a production idea, but evi- 
dently finding it a bit difficult in 
creating her own comedy situations, 
For one thing, this nimble-legged 
comedienne should have a good foil; 
another comic preferably, or at least 
a strong straight man, She has 
neither in her present act and is 
compelled to do it alone. Still a 
good flash for any major house. 

On the front end the Harris 
brothers, twins, with Loretta Allen, 
appeared a bit too slow in their 
adagio routines. Their opening in 
‘one’ helped to retard the act and 
might be eliminated conveniently. 
This turn was on a local cafe floor 
recently, where at closer view it 
seemed much faster. It may be that 
all it needs is more stage experi- 
ence. 

Danny Russo is temporarily back 
in his old groove in the pit. He's 
pinch hitting for Sammy Haas, re- 
cuperating from _ iljness. Screen 
portion topped by ‘Unexpected 
Father’ (U), with usual newsreels 
and trailers rounding it out. Biz 
not particularly bouncing Saturday 
mat, but satisfactory with five 
shows to be accounted for that day. 

Span. 


STATE 


State leans heavy on the stage 
side this week. Longer bill than 
usual, running 97 minutes at the 
second show Saturday. Judging 
from usual standards, the layout is 
just a bit above ordinary, with two 
comedy acts standing out. Because 
of Par's ‘Sooky,’ current this week, 
there will be plenty youngsters in 
attendance, and the layout is one 
that will appeal to the kids, due to 
the comedy by Shaw and Lee and 
Sam Marks. Saturday matinee was 
capacity with kids in abundance. 

Falls, Reading and Boyce open 
with dances and hand-to-hand 
work. Two boys and a girl. After 
some tap and eccentric dances by 
all three and then the two boys, lat- 
ter go into some acrobatics, the best 
part of the act. 

Dop Galvin, Spanish youth, plays 
a troubadour with a guitar and 
songs. He was evidently undeter- 
mined whether to use a Spanish ac- 
cent or not. He did during his first 
song number, but forgot it during 
the remainder of the act. Has 4 
nice voice and some personality. A 
little chatter helps. Banjo instru- 
mentation rounded out. 

Joe Marks is back on the main 
stem with his familiar and noisy 
turn. For adults, it’s too much 
nothing. But good for the kids 
even those who won't know what 
it's all about. As usual, his pianc 
comedy bit is the highlight, wt' 


(Continued on page 41) 
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STATE 
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Marks getting in his afterpiece of 
comedy songs and dances 

Evelyn Wilson is a good-looking 
girl, nicely gowned and with a smart 
delivery. Some time ago she useda 
stew number only. Now that fin- 
jshes her turn and is the cream of 
the act. Her previous numbers, all 
pops, are pleasantly done. Miss 
Wilson possesses a catchy voice as 
well as delivery. Her one fault, 
though, lies in her dialect recita- 


tions in one song number. Both 
dialects are overdone, 
Shaw and Lee were a cinch. 


Straight-faced patter, which starts 
the turn, gets the most results. 
Comedy antics following are weaker, 
one reason being that some of the 
bits are carried too long and gradu- 
ally lose value. 

Six Candreva Brothers, closing, 
were a septet trumpet turn some 
time ago. Now they have one 
tooter less. Act has some good 
backdrops which promote. ‘Sextet 
from Lucia,’ which they play with 
accompaniment by the pit orchestra, 
finished. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 7. 

If this Warner house makes any 
money this week it can thank vaude- 
ville. 

It’s the first week of Warners’ 
latest policy in its three L. A. 
houses. Downtown will show indie 
features and second-run Warner 
product following the Hollywood, 
which will be the ace house. The 
Western will offer the same policy 
as the Downtown minus a stage 
show, although possibly stage shows 
will go into the latter house shortly. 

Downtown feature is ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ Fatal Hour,’ produced by 
Twickenham in England and re- 
leased by First Division here. 

This week should prove to War- 
ners if vaude pulls, It’s a tough 
assignment for any vaude bill to 
overcome the feature when the 
vaude is budgeted at $1,000, but per- 
haps it’s a break for vaude. Up 
until now, Warners has not been 
completely sold on vaude. If the 
Downtown breaks even this week, 
vaude may spread out to the other 
Warner coast houses. Jack Warner 
is sitting in the big seat watching 
the results. The coast houses are 
his special pride. 

Foster’s Animals open. Satisfac- 
tory dumb act—a mixture of good 
performing dogs and monks well 
handled by a man and woman. 

Storey and Clark have Miss Clark, 
blues singer, handling the vocal end 
and Storey at the piano. Girl sings 
three special numbers to good re- 
sults. Storey’s specialty is a xylo- 
phone solo which drags a good 
deuce spot act into the smally class. 
Otherwise it would fit on any com- 
bination bill. 

Russian Revue followed. Seven- 
teen men and women do the usual 
Russe stuff from panto dancing 
through hocking, mugging, folk 
singing and dancing. Balalaika or- 
chestra plunks out two numbers 
with plenty of yelling. <A _ hefty 
prima sings one number and throws 
pretzels out into the audience. On 
this budget and with 17 people in 
the act, she probably threw away 
two of the act’s meals, Flash was 
mildly received. 

Redmond and Wells, next-to-clos- 
ing, are typical of former standard 
acts which have become enamored 
of California’s sunshine. Act has 
played locally half a dozen times in 
the past 18 months. There’s not a 
change in word or gesture since it 
worked for Keith’s. Redmond is a 
g00d putty-nose comic and a class 
eccentric dancer. New material 
would get him away from Calif and 
land him in an RKO unit. Miss 
Wells is still doing the gypsy and 
singing. 

Don, Arthur and Eddy, adagio, 
close with some fast body throw- 
ing. Oke in this spot and gave the 
show a fast finish, 

Universal news and a Thelma 
White-Fanny Watson comedy round 
out the bill. Business fair Thurs- 
day night. call. 


86TH STREET 


New policy of six-act bills opened 
here Saturday (8) with nice results 
on both sides of the footlights. 
Downstairs sector capacity, which 
is almost astonishing here on Sat- 
urday afternoon, only other time in 
past six months that this was true 
being a weck ago with ‘Franken- 
Stein’ on the screen. Maybe the two 
added acts are going to mean happy 
days in Yorkville. B. O. results of 
the layout are especially gratifying 
in view of the fact that Loew’s next 
block has ‘Private Lives’ (Metro) 
as pretty tough competition. 

Vaude Jayout is a highly inter- 
esting one, suggesting an experi- 
ment on the part of RKO, Instead 
of booking in six regular acts, as 
is RKO's avowed intention, there is 
a four-act unit show just back 
from the road, plus two spot booked 
acts. Units are generally broken up 
aS s00n as they complete their tour, 
but holding them together here 
may signify a change of policy for 
the future, 

e, all works out quite well on this 

‘ill, despite that the show is a lit- 
po too long, taking up a bit more 
han an hour and a half. With a 








couple of shows under their belts 
the acts should have the thing 
speeded up nicely. 

Ruth Roye, one of the added 
Starters, is headlined, although 
Harry Stuart does most of the work 
and it’s practically his show. 
Stuart, whose regular vaude billing 
is Stuart and Lash, does an m. c. 
for the bill and has the audience 
eating out of his hand most of the 
time. He’s one of those lads that 
can do almost everything, seeming- 
ly, and all quite well. 

Stuart is in the pit leading the 
band for the opening. with Georgie 
Taps back of the apron. With Taps 


are the Carolina Strutters and 
Rhythm Corps, eight girls who do 
a neat military drum corps busi- 


ness plus a couple of regular Tine 
routines. Taps is one of the clev- 
erest tootsie manipulators in the 
business and had no trouble start- 
ing the show off with a bang. 
Stuart’s clowning in the pit helping 
nicely, 

Bobby May is sandwiched in next 
with a fine juggling act. Doesn't 
quite jibe that his comic also 
works from the pit, but probably 
was changed after the first show. 

John Steel brings the unit back 
again and is decidedly the weakest 
member of the cast. Only fair when 
he’s singing a couple of songs in 
the routine manner with a pianist, 
but not later when he goes dra- 
matic for the next act, ‘Harlema- 
nia,’ which was the afterpiece of 
the unit show. 

In this Steel is supposed to be 
a colored preacher in a Harlem hot 
dive trying to sing the inmates to 
give up sin. It’s an effective piece 
with Loretta Fisher doing the danc- 
ing and being shot for a climax. 
tuth Roye in her usual routine got 
a reception on entrance and all but 
stopped the show after five songs. 
Evidently known in Yorkville. 

Stuart and Lash follow with their 
regular comedy routine aided by 
Ida Shibley, a looker who knows 
how to dance. For a finish the Car- 
Olina Strutters are back as a gir: 
band—and they can really handle 
their instruments—with Stuart lead- 
ing and clowning. Puts a nice clos- 
ing touch to the whole show, al- 
though cutting out one number here 
would help somewhat. 

‘Blond Crazy’ (WB) on the white 
sheet, organ and overture, serve as 
fillers. Kauf. 


RKO HILLSTREET, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 7. 

Sluggish show. Regular RKO in- 
tact plays in the stilted manner 
common to dance routines which 
are so familiar through long runs 
that they became sloppy and slov- 
enly. As a result the girls in the 
Harry Delmar revue amble through 
their terp paces in totally unin- 
spired manner, almost shrieking 
across the foots that it’s all becom- 
ing so boresome. 

Locals not so hot either. That 
takes in Whiting and Burt (New 
Acts), marking a vaude comeback, 
breaking in here prior to making 
the big trek east. Difto the other 
two local, Cortello’s Hollywood 
Stars and Carney and Winton in 
ace-deuce, not bad, and both under 
New Acts, 

Then Whiting-Burt in the trey 
with the Harry Delmar Revue in- 
troducing a flock of specialists of 
which Lita Wales proves the most 
apt. 

Charles Kemper, rotund come- 
dian, has possibilities, but his style 
is very Columbia wheel with that 
lisping biz which is a suggestion 
of early Bertlahr. Some of the chat- 
ter is earlier Joemiller, but he man- 
ages to register even with the fa- 
miliars, 

Miss Wales’ songalog with Bob 
Hamilton at the ivories has too 
much of the omnipotent Delmar 
hanging around to interrupt. She’s 
a coming soubret. Some of the biz 
with the Al Smith-Pres. Hoover 
and light wines, beer and whisky 
placards seems to have escaped the 
New York eagle eye. 

A sample of the chatter is ‘just 
a good-natured Slav’ and ‘state of 
excitement,’ but at least the peas- 
ants went for it more than for the 
brighter lyricisms by Whiting and 
3urt, so how’ve you been? Olive 
McClure comes on late with her 
snappy chain dance, registering on 
the contortive business. 

This bill plays nine days this 
week, closing Friday (15). Saturday 
inaugurates a new opening sched- 
ule for the house, with acts laying 
off here only two days before hop- 
ping to Salt Lake. The other days 
are 1. o. in Frisco preceding the lo- 
eal stand. 

‘House Divided’ (U) on screen. 

Abel. 











Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Jan. 9. 

With ‘Harlem Scandals’ taking a 
large spot on the bill, the show is 
cut to four acts, but probably no 
one notices it. All the acts are 
good and were finely received. 

Arthur Bard and Co. opens with 
a girl singing briefly and dancing. 
Bard does some easy comedy and 
then juggles hoops. Girl changes to 
a flash of sparkles and they close 
with a dance. 

Harry Foster Welch in naval 
uniform smashes with imitations of 





(Continued on page 62) 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 39) 


near by tried to pipe him down a 
little, 

Unit is ‘Dream House.’ Complete- 
ly staged by Lou McDermott, who 
knows his stuff and seldom permits 
anything to go out of his workroom 
unless it at least has good looks. 
Several sets, including two differ- 
ent kinds of houses, indicate there 
has been more than the usual at- 
tention on production. 

“his one has a particularly strik- 
ing opening scene lending it an ap- 
atmosphere. It’s an old- 
fashioned house, fronted by a large 
tree in its yard and a stone fence 
On the latter, which is 
enough to allow a foothold, the Sun- 
kist ensemble does an_ effective 
dance routine, 

The girls open with Frank Mas- 
ters and Louise Glenn, who stick 
together considerably as a team, al- 
though former’s partner is Don 
Gauthier. The mixed twain appear 
in dance routines together and sin- 
gly as the unit gets under way, Miss 
Glenn finally bowing out to permit 
Gauthier his opportunity. 


Some of the material in the hands 
of Gauthier and Masters, latter 
playing straight, isn't so forte, but 
Gauthier’s singing (without the 
kidding) cinches things. Consider- 
able time is consumed in clowning 
around on lead-up to a comedy 
number ending with a crying bit, 
with this tending to put the reins 
on the act’s pace. It might be show- 
manship to boil the Masters-Gau- 


nealine 
peaing 


thier interlude down 4a trifle. 
Rocks at the seaside with the 
dance girls as nymphs clustered 


about it, and Miss Glenn, on a 
bench, awakening after they go into 
action, make a pretty setting for 
the ballet. Miss Glenn does a pleas- 
ing toe number, brief, with the girls 
backing her. It further carries out 
the ‘dream’ idea, winding up to the 
tune of ‘Two Hearts.’ 

O’Donnell and Blair follow, with 
Peg-Leg Zates, colored wooden- 
legged hoofer, taking the applause 
honors Saturday in what would be 
the next to closing spot on the show. 
Peg-Leg did three numbers, each 
stronger than the other. 

For the finale, McDermott has 
provided the front of a Colonia! 
house. In all respects the show is 
anybody’s entertainment, with only 
a few slow moments occurring in it. 

Around stage show and film, a 
novelty orchestra overture with 
Willye Stahl conducting, and Fox- 
Movietone News. Char. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 6. 


With Ginger Rogers and Roscoe 
Ates, on top of the regular F.&M. 
unit, at Loew’s State last week to 
bolster ‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox), 
only getting $23,000 over a holiday 
week, the current regular stage and 
screen attractions will need more 
than Lew Cody, Mary Nolan and 
‘Ukulele Ike’ Cliff Edwards, who 
are on the rostrum, It looked tough 
from the start. 

Tiffany’s ‘X Marks the Spot’ is 
the feature, a departure for the 
State booking an outside indie, 
hence the inclusion of Cody and 
Nolan, plus Edwards, for some real 
talent. Busby Berkeley’s maiden 
Idea production for F.&M., ‘Chains,’ 
was also ballyhooed and proved 
disappointing. Real outstander on 
the opening night’s personal appear- 
ances by thg ‘Spot’ cast was Clar- 
ence Muse, colored songwriter-ac- 
tor-singer, killing ’em with ‘Sleepy 
Time Down South,’ which he wrote. 
Otherwise it was one of the dullest 
shows at this house in months. 


Tiff’s low rental permits a per- 
centage split for Cody in person. 
Mary Nolan in person at $500 is 
just a walk-on bit, having chiefly 
to do with a dull speech by Cody 
to offset the widely publicized at- 
tachment and creditors’ suits now 
p.nding here against the actress. 
This is made use of in a bit with 
the orchestra and others walking on 
with attachment writs. To circum- 
vent authentic box-office attach- 
ment, Miss Nolan’s $500 was paid 
her in advance to a third person. 


Cliff Edwards is in at his Metro 
picture salary of around $1,500, do- 
ing the uke stuff effectively, al- 
though in his instrumental races 
with the Sam Jack Kaufman pit 
orchestra, the band won. Latter 
never seemed able to keep pace. Ed- 
wards pulled a bad ’un by reciting 
three lines of a familiar four-line 
doggerel with a snappy last line, 
which, while not voiced, is quite 
well known. Edwards doesn’t have 
to and shouldn’t pull that in a pic- 
ture house, 

Sam Jack Kaufman, the m. ec. in 
the pit, must be as ridiculous to his 
real musicians in the pit as he is to 
the customers with his ostentatious 
gesticulations with the baton, hair- 
mop and physical gyrations. An an- 
tiquated m. c. basically, his style of 
working went out of date with early 
Paul Ash. State must be hungry for 





somebody at the baton, but still 
needs an m. Cc. 
Zerkeley’s ‘Chains’ idea, conced- 


ing its general disjoinder owing to 
the added features and also the 
opening nite’s personal appear- 





ances, is a dud. It’s not only disap- 





terraced | 


pointing for a Berkeley, who is bal- 
lyhooed as the dance stager of 
‘Whoopee,’ ‘Palmy Days’ and ‘Flying 
High,’ but uninspired generally, As 
the title indicates, once is enough 
for the chains motif. After a while 
the clanking links become a head- 
ache, 

Specialists are Paul and Neno 
Ghezzi, Georgine and Henry, Karels 


and Kay and Dell O'Dell, but it’s 
difficult to identify ’em. They all 


run to adagio. Unit will need build- 
ing up before going out. 

The anticipated snap, dash and 
verve of a Berkeley dance routine 


is absent save for occasional 
| snatches. This must have been a 
| quickie by the producer. Cody as 
im. ec. needs an act, He also needs 


advice to sluff those terrible 
of his, 


pomes 


Looks tough even for the added 
names to overcome everything on 
the week, Abel. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Jan. 8. 

Though Balaban & Katz has 
picked the week of Jan. 29 to cele- 
brate its 15th anniversary, the 
Columbia film mob is having its 
jubilee this week, because for the 
first time in B. & K. history a Co- 
lumbia feature is playing the Chi- 
cago, the ace picture spot oof town. 
It’s the Barbara Stanwyck tear-en- 
ticer, ‘Forbidden,’ which from early 
indications will bring a pleasant 
session, 

B. & K. at present is relying 
heavily on its deluxe stages. More 
big names around at heavy mazuma 
than possibly ever before. Roscoe 
Ates, Dennis King, Walter O’Keefe, 
Cab Calloway, Ted Lewis, Eddie 
Cantor, George Jessel are the be- 
ginnings of a strong surge for big 
monikers behind the _  footlights. 
Legit musicals such as ‘Girl Crazy’ 
in tab versions are being hungrily 
sought after by B. & K. ‘Crazy’ is 
now on a tour of the outlying de- 
luxers. And B. & K. is trying to 
negotiate with several musicals now 
in town. They have tried to get the 
colored show, Lew Leslie’s ‘Rhap- 
sody in Black,’ but this deal is not 
likely to go through because of the 
many obstacles of the Shuberts, the 
performers and even the producer. 

As a result of these special book- 
ings the Fanchon & Marco shows, 
slated to come into the Chicago each 
week, are being shoved about some- 
what, occassionally going into the 
Oriental. 

Current F. & M. at the Chicago is 
the ‘Back Stage’ Idea, featuring the 
crooning versifier, Bob Hall. Hall, 
who hasn’t been around town for 
some time, boosted Hoover, light 
wines and beer, pretzels, the Can- 
tor-Jessel show and the sudden 
snow, and hurried backstage to read 
up on some more current events. 

Other oustander in the unit was 
Constance Evans, who has _ been 
handed the ‘believe-it-or-not’ by 
Bob Ripley for her high-kicking rec- 
ord of 58—or was it 158 ?—leg tosses. 
She proceeded to repeat her per- 
formance of long-run kicking in this 
show. It’s a nifty bit of work and 
bound to impress any audience. 
Impressive because not only as en- 
durance acrobatics, but also as 
graceful throughout as a dance. 


Webster and Marino, burlesque 
adagio pair, muffed on their laughs 
because this type of burlesque has 
become as common as street cars, 
but they did get by on straight 
hand-to-hand bits. Harney and 
Connors are another team which 
didn’t get the laughs they angled 
for with their roughhouse comedy, 
but got their only results en their 
hoofing. Vina Zolle, soloist, war- 
bled backgrounds for a couple of 
chorus routines, doing her duty asa 
serviceable though not inspiring 
vocalist. 

House staff of musicians added 
much to the show. Leopold Spitalny 
led pitmen through a long tour of 
pop songs, and then gave way to 
the organist, Stuart Barrie, who 
gave ’em the classics and operatics 
by way of the air pumps. Gold, 


DENVER 


Denver, Jan. 8. 

Compared to past Fanchon and 
Marco Ideas, the ‘Aloha’ stage show 
is a bit of a let-down. Without a 
line of girls the presentation is flat. 
A foursome of aerialists, the Kadex 
Four, entertain mildly with their 
whirling novelties. Consists mostly 
of rigid trapeze making complete 
circles. 

The Briants’ pantomime is over- 
time to take up time usually used by 
routines. It’s slow motion, with one 
of the pair playing the dummy, 
leaning forward and back, with the 
other catching him just in time and 
trying to sit him on a chair—but 
never quite succeeding. 

Gaylene and Du Rayne are a pair 
of contortionists, bending and 
dancing cleverly and entertainingly. 


The youngsters always get a kick 
out of a dog act, such as Al Gor- 
don’s. Consists mostly of dog re- 


fusing to do act—and then all at 
once doing it, depending on comedy. 
tvan and Noblette have chatter 
cleverly presented. 


orchestra was music of ‘Auld Lang 
Syne’ type from different nations— 
Italian, Hungarian, Irish, Ameri- 





can, etc, 


The overture by Fred Schmitt and | 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Jan. 8. 


Featuring of a concert violinist 
and the Gaudsmith Bros. act in the 


current stage presentation at the 
Imperial theatre might suggest 


hodge-podge entertainment, but so 
evenly-paced is the offering and so 
handsome in mounting and costum- 
ing that lack of name-draw is over- 
looked. Management apparently 
counting on the Bankhead build-up 
to drag in the femmes and further 
pleasing them by giving the stage 
bill one of those mythical-kingdom 
backgrounds and loading up with 
uniforms and settings. 

Presentation 


eorgeous 


opens in two with 


Emma Woodland and Roy Smoot in 
a crimson heart-shaped cut-out 
framed in black, going into ‘Tw 
Hearts That Beat in Waltz Time 
Pair are the only weak spot on the 
bill and drew murmurs at the open- 
ing show with weak warbling that 
barely got past the first ten rows 
although the girl later redeeme 
herself in a vocal accompaniment 
to the Karekjarto encore. Even the 


sliding-platform finale failed to 
click, despite tricky mounting. 

on as drop rises on 
which represents an 
village scene. Girls in 
peasant costume offer usual line 
work, all brisk and lively. Rena 
and tathbun trail in two with 
knockabout pair all over the stage 
and each other in a combo of acro- 
batic and eccentric dancing which 
is heavy on falls and mix-ups and 
long on comedy value. Pair scored 

Traveller parts again on anothe 
flash set, this time a banquet hall 
with ballet grouped around tables 
and very decorative in helmets, 
scarlet tunics, white tights and 
Wellington knee-boots. Duci de 
Karekjarto, concert violinist, on for 
a classic number. 

Roy Smoot trails with 
ing song that is delivered with 
gusto. Not even a gorgeous uni- 
form could offset the wooden de- 
livery of a number that required 
dramatic tempo and lusty mas- 
culinity. Ballet out from the tables 
and into line-up kicks, then split- 
ting into three for goose-step drills 
and formations that are all neatly 
worked out. Gaudsmith Brothers 
co-feature of the bill, on next with 
poodles and score with comedy 
mutts. Ballet back for finale and 
beautifully costumed in pale-green 
gowns and silver wigs. 

Feature film is ‘The Cheat,’ with 
Tallulah Bankhead; pit band over- 
ture, Kay Stokes at the organ, a 
Cantor short and newsreel fill. 


STANLEY, PITTSB’G 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 8. 
Resumption of stage shows here 
Xmas day after 14-week musicians’ 
strike finds Stanley slapping names 


Ballet eases 
full-stage set 
Austrian 


a drink- 


right and left at the customers. 
First it was Jean Harlow, then 
‘Buddy’ Rogers and now James 


Dunn, and all of them are ringing 
a merry tune at the b.o. with house 
holding its own and at the same 
time staving off stiff picture com- 
petition from rival Penn a block 
away. 

Current lay-out is a good example 
of what Stanley is doing. Not con- 
tent with Dunn, they’ve brought in 
Joe Penner in addition and any- 
body that knows Pittsburgh like- 
wise knows what this means. Pen- 
ner has a great local following. He 
gets here on an average of once 
every couple of months, never 
misses, and this week is no excep- 
tion. 


Then there’s also Dick Powell, the 
m.c., and Powell, too, has his fol- 
lowing, one that’s still building, de- 
spite the fact that he’s been in 
Pittsburgh now almost three years 
A good-looking chap with a lot o: 
charm and a much better tha: 
average singing voice, the flaps go 
for him. 

Tne talent also includes Vera 
Marsh, the Condos Brothers, the 
Tiffany Twins and a line of Danny 
Dare girls. Penner and Miss Marsh 
have a comedy dance number they 
did in the ill-fated ‘East Wind’ and 
it’s over big. It’s Miss Marsh's sec- 
ond week here and she’s a cute 
trick. Condos boys take too long, 
their style of dancing being too fa- 
miliar these days, while Tiffany 
Girls get off to a flying start with 
a wriggle, but spoil it with an en- 
core in which they imitate the Con- 
dos routines. 

Productions at Stanley now being 
done by Jerry Mayhall, who is turn- 
ing in a nice job. -He does every- 
thing from building the shows to 
designing the settings, getting flash, 
and attractiveness into his back- 
ground and speed in his shows 
Mayhall came here a few years ago 
as pianist with Phil Spitalny’s or- 
ganization and has remained since 
then, as arranger, general handy- 
man and now to his present posi- 
tion, and he has learned plenty. 


ernie Armstroneg’s organlog this 
week a clever novelty, with soloist 
garbed in infant wear and organ 


coming up covered to represent a 
bassinet. Dave Broudy deserts the 
classics in his overture and goes in 
for the hot-cha-cha stuff, with au- 
dience apparently caring a lot more 
for this type of music from the pit. 

Picture, ‘Ladies of the Big House’ 
(Par), and standees during first 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (JAN. 16) 


THIS WEEK (JAN. 9) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Ind.cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 
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NEW YORK CITY| Bill Robinson 
Palace 16) Royal 
Bobby May ist half (16-19) 
Geo Olsen Orch Marie Nostrum 
Mills Bros J & K Spangler 
Al Segal Frank Melino Co 
Lillian Shade Neil Golden Orch 

(Three to fill) (One to fill) 
(9) 2a half (20-22) 
Lee 2- Nelson Bros 
Carlton Emmy Kay Hamilton 
Block & Sully Greene & Forte 
TAKIN’ THE 
from 
JACK POWELL 
Steered Successfully 
By LEDDY & SMITH 
Barto & Mann Gerrardo & Nadine 


Helen Gahagan 
Lester Allen 
Harry Green 
Buck & Bubbles 
Colleano Fam 
Chester 

ist half (16-19) 
Chevalier Bros 
Bellett Co 
Faber & Lord 
Log Cabin 4 
Vie Oliver 
4 Ortons 

2d half (20-22) 
Hilton & Farron 
Benny Meroff Bd 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
4 Sullys 
Frank Melino 
Powers & Wallace 
Nell Kelly 
Sylvia & Clements 
Jim McWilliams 

Coliseum 

ist half (16-19) 
Jack Gwynne Co 
Jordan & Woods 
Blanche Calloway 
(One to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
Belle Baker 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Tyrell Co 
Stone & Lee 





Richy Craig Jr 


Bill Teelack Co 
2d half (13-15) 
Mildred Maurice Co 
Gresham & Biake 

Fred Pisano 
Log Cabin 4 
Hickey Bros 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (16) 
Geo Tapps Co 
John Steele 
Harlemania 
Stewart & Lash 
(One to fill) 
Denny White Co 
Hunter & Percival 
Ann Greenway 
4 Marx Bros 
Flushing 
ist half (16-19) 
Rita Royce 
Frances White 
Richy Craig Jr 
Frank Richardson 
(One to fill) 
2d half (20-22) 
Jordan & Woods 
(Others to fill) 
(9) 


George Tapps Co 

Bobby May 

John Steele 

Harlemania 

Stewart & Lash 

Kenmore 

ist half (16-19) 

Ruby Norton 











OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadwa 
This Week: Jack Crosby, 


y 
Violet Barney 








Georgie Stone 
86th St. 

ist half (16-19) 
Nan Halperin 
Street Singer 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
Audrey Wyckoff 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
8 Bracellos 
Sybilla Bowhan 
Lyons & Snyder 
Gus Shy Co 
Gioom Chasers 
Porcelain Romance 


ordham 
Ist half (16-19) 
Russian Revels 
Neal Sis 
Rath Bros 
Johnny Perkins 
2d half (20-22) 
Rita Royce 
Ann Greenway 
Sis of the Skillet 
(One to fill) 
2a half (13-15) 
Chevalier Bros 
Chester Fredericks 
Street Singer 
Bob Hope Co 
Franklin 
ist half (16-19) 
Gifford & Pearl 
Joe Termini 
In Wrong 
Richard E Keane 


Earl Sande 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
Daro & Costa Co 
Street Singer 
(Two nd ae 


4 Ortons 

Moss & Frye 

Bill Telaak 

Dance Aristocrats 
adison 


ist half (16-19) 
Daro & Costa Co 
M Montgomery 
Bill Telaak 
Kate Smith 

2d half (20-22) 
4 Ortons 
Lamb Ballett Co 
Moss & Frye 
Kate Smith 

(9) 

Kenny & Casey 
Hector & Pals 
W &G Ahern 
A & M Havel 
3 Aces 

AKRON 

Paiace 

ist half (16-19) 
Betty J Cooper 
Morton & Parks 
Harry Hershfield 
Poodles Hannaford 

2d half (20-22) 
Wan Wan San 





Neville Fleeson 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 





Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyle Norman 
Harry 3urns 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (16) 
Russian Ci 
Frankie Finn 
Hugh Skelly 
J Randall Co 
Puck & White 
(9) 
James Evans 
Paul Mall 
B & J Brown 
Ben Meroft Bd 


BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (16) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Mills & Robinson 
Heidt Bd 
(9) 
Kitayamas 
Furman Sh'k’y 
Harry Savoy 
Nayon Pearce & V 
Watson Sis 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
Ist half (16-19) 
Gilbert Bros 
Shermay & 
Bob Fisher 
Bernivici Co 
2d half (20-22) 
Bobby & King 
Fulton & Parker 
G & M Eline 
Gaston Palmer 
Billie Gerber Co 
(9) 
Joe Peanuts 
Frank Salerno 
Talent & Merit 


& L 


Vaye 





Fulton & Parker 


G & M Eline 
Gerbet Cu 

2d half (20-22) 
Traver & Gray 
Ashley Page 
Dalton & Craig 
Rose’s Midgets 

2d half (13-15) 
Gilbert Bros 
Shermay & Vaye 
Bob Fisher 


Bernfvici Co 
DETROIT 
Hollywood 

Ist half (16-19) 
Donovan Girls & B 
Lytell & Fant 

2d half (20 
(To fill) 

2d half (13-15) 

Bob Dupont 

Bell Waters & §S 
Keith’s (16) 

Bernice & Emily 


99° 


Fred Sanborne 
Irene Rich Co 
Eddie Stanley 
Pepito 
(9) 

Liazeed Arabs 
Geraldine & Joe 
Daphne Pollard 


Sid Marion 
Lew Pollock Co 


FORT WAYNE 


Keith's 
Ist half (16-19) 
Pipifax 


Cddie White 
Lander Bros 
Enrico T’dore & N 
(One to fill) 








IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS 
BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 
Dir., WM. DIAMOND 
JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 








Seiler & Wills 
Webb & Lane 
CHICAGO 
Palace (16) 
Nelson Fam 
Carl Freed Co 
Dorothy Stone 
Pat Rooney & P Jr 
Harry Rose 
(9) 
Harris 2 & Loretto 
Slim Timblin Co 
Lillian Roth 
Jerome & Grey 
Olivette Co 
Kedzie 
2d half (14-16) 
Chong Lee Olo 
Sweet & Proctor 
Spanish Fantasy 
Geo Broadhigst 
Mary Palmer Co 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (16) 
Maidie & Ray 
Benny Ross 
Paul Whiteman 
(Two to fill) 


(9) 
Nelson Fam 
Carl Freed Co 
Dorothy Stone 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Harry Rose 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (16) 
Harris 2 & Loretto 
Slim Timblin 
Lillian Roth 
Jerome & Grey 
Olivette Co 





(9) 
Bernice & Emily 


GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith’s (16) 
Bal Accordion 6 
Gracie Barrie 
Wilbert Co 
Geraldine & Joe 
W West & McGinty 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Keith’s (16) 
A &G Falls 
Carlena Diamond 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Olsen & Johnson 
9) 
Billy Stenard 
McGarry & D'’n Sis 
Lytell & Fant 
Irene Rich Co 
Archer & Jackson 
R Wilbert Co 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (16) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
(9 


) 
Aussie & Czech 
Flo Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Edward's Co 
LINCOLN 
Lyrie (16) 
Madeline Patrice 
(Others to fill) 
9 


( 
Sandy Derson Co 
Jean Bedini Co 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (16) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 








Touring 


CHRISTENSEN 


BROS. and CO. 
RKO Circuit 
Direction—Roger Murrel Agency 








Fred Sanborne 
Helen Kane 
Eddie Stanley 
Pepito 
105th St. (16) 
Chappelle & Carlt’n 
Krugle & Robles 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 
(9) 
3 Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 
COLUMBUS 
Keith’s (16) 
3 Orantos 
Irvin O’Dunn 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 
9) 
V Rathburn Co 
Edith Bow 











Belle Baker 
2d half (20-22) 
Larry Rich Unit 
2d half (13-15) 
Monroe Adams Sis 
Kreems Rio & K 
Chas Wilson 
Fine Feathers 
J C Flippen 
Kate Smith 


Hippodrome (16) 
Great Johnson 
fmowe Leonard & K 
Dave Harris Co 
Florrie LaVere 
Frank Hunter & P 
Alexander & Santos 
Stupnagle & B 
Les Danwills 

9) 

Ebony Follies 
Dixon & Pal 
Dainty Marie 
Hill & Hoffman 
Russian Revels 
Harry Langdon 
Bonhaire Tr 
Marg'rite & Farnell 

Jefferson 

ist half (16-19) 
Larry Rich Unit 

2a half (20-22) 
Fine Feathers 
Crowell & Alien 
Powers & Wallace 
Embassy Rev 


Eddie Hanley Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (13-15) 
W'n H'rim’n & R 4 
Mills & Robinson 
Bernice Claire 
W West & McGinty 
ALBANY 
Palace 
ist half (16-19) 
Whiteside A & B 
Alf Latell 
Helen Kane 
Collins & Peterson 
2d half (20-22) 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Neil Golden Orch 
(Two to fill) 
9) 


(9 
Thurston 
ATLANTA 
Keith’s (16) 
Christensens 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Co 
(9) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (16) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 





Weist & Stanton 
(9) 


od 


Anatole’s Affairs 
(9) 


Dr Rockwell 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (16) 

Don Valerio 

Will Aubrey 

Seed & Austin 

Gracella & Th'dore 
9 


(9) 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy's Co 
Lewis & Ames 
DAVENPORT 
Keith’s 
Ist half (16-19) 
Joe Peanuts 
Frank Salerno 
Talent & Merit 
Seiler & Wills 
Webb & Lane 
2d half (20-22) 
Gilbert Bros 
Shermay & Vaye 
Bob Fisher 
Bernivici Co 
2d half (13-15) 
Forbes Bros 
Frances Kennedy 
Blackstone 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (16) 
V Rathburn Co 


Edith Bow 
Dr Rockwell 
(9) 


Mangean Co 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 

DES MOINES 

Keith's 

Ist half (16-19) 
Bobby & King 
Gaston Palmer 





Anger & Fair 
(9) 


Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 


LOUISVILLE 
Keith’s (16) 
Togo & C Blossom 
Annie Judy & Zeke 

Karren Co 
Lee Morse 
3 Swifts 

(9) 
A&G Falls 
Carlena Diamond 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Olsen & Johnson 


MADISON 
Keith’s 
ist half (16-19) 
Trado 2 
Arnaut Bros 
Joe Herbert Co 
2d half (20-24) 
Pipifax 
Fred Craig Jr 
Summers Hunt 
Enrico T’dore & N 
2d half (13-15) 
Karoli Bros 
George McLellan 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Peter Higgins 
Sidney Page Co 
MILWAUKEE 
Keith’s (16) 
Bob Stickney 
Cole Bros 
Maker & Redford 
Singer's Midgets 
9 


3) 
F’rt'n’llo & Crillino 
Hope Vernon 
Lander Bros 
Marty May 
Friedland’s Co 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (16) 
F’rt'n'Ho & Cirillino 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Friedland’s Ce 
(9) 
4 Stars 
Charles Melson 
Teck Murdock Co 
Lee Lee L & L 
NASHVILLE 
Keith’s (16) 
Paul Remos 
Swanee & Daly 
Meyers Lubow & R 
(9) 


Leo Prince 

Edith Karren Co 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
>} Swifts 





NEWARK 
Keith’s (16) 
‘Hot from Harlem’ 

(9) 


5 Elgins 
Frankie Finn 
Mills Kirk & M 
Nan Halperin 
Devito & Denny 


NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (16) 

Ann Pritchard 

Art Henry 

C & Pressier 

Toto 

(9) 

Christensens 

Ray Hughes & P 

Bernard & Henrie 

Joe Laurie Co 





Cc & J Preisser 
Toto 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (16) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 

9) 


( 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Orch 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s (16) 

Thurston 

2d half (13-15) 
5 Shots 
Reynolds & White 
Gloria Foy 





“HECTOR” 


AND PALS 
A DOGGY IDEA 


“Let That Airedale Out” 





OAKLAND 
Keith’s (16) 
Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Orch 
(9) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 








SEATTLE 
Keith’s *16) 
Yoki Japs 
5 Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 

9) 

Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 





JACK SIDNEY — 


Featured in F.. & M. 


“Manhattan Idea” 





OMAHA 
Keith’s (16) 
Kluting’s Ent’t'rs 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy 


Cohen 


(9) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (16-19) 
Benny Merofft Bd 
2d half (20-22) 
Downey & Claridge 
5 Hot Shots 
Frank Melino Co 
Edwards Co 
Collins & Peterson 
2d half (13-15) 
Jeanne Linton Rev 
Hilton & Garon 
Shade & Siegal 





SIOUX CITY 
Keith’s 
Ist half (16-19) 
Traver & Gray 
Ashley Page 
Dalton & Craig 
Rose's Midgets 
SOUTH BEND 
Keith’s 
ist half (16-19) 
May Usher 
Norman Thomas 6& 
Archer & Jackson 
Harriman Reeves 4 
SPRINGE’LD, ILL. 
Keith's 
ist half (16-19) 
Frances Kennedy 
Blackstone 
ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (15) 
Van Horn & I 
Hal Sherman 
Rae Samuels 
Dave Apollon 





“Well 


Week of Dec. 31 


ROBINSON & DeWITT 
staged act, better than some so-called 
headliners.’’"—Tacoma ‘‘Times.”’ 


» Portland, Ore. 








Robt E Keane 
Maurice Colleano 
Roger Ball 
PHILADELPHIA 
Keith’s (16) 
Marion Sunshine 
Harry J Conley 
Paul Mall 
Porcelain Romance 
9 





N Arnaut Co 


(8) 
Maidie & Ray 
Benny Ross 
Paul Whiteman 
ST. PAUL 
Keith’s (16) 
4 Stars 
Charles Melson 
Murdock Co 
Lee Lee L & L 
(9) 





New York 
Bill McCaffery 
226 W. 47th St. 

LA. 4-9756 


AL BOASBERG 


Les Angeles 
Bren-Orsatti 
8464 Sunset Bivd. 
Crestview 3714 








Lewis & Moore 
Britt Wood 
Harrison & Elmo 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (16) 
Chas Carrer 
Foy Foy & F 
Irene Vermillion 
Jack ~—— 


) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems Fitz & M Co 
Ledova 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (16) 
6 Avalons 
Dave Mallen 
Dew’ lf M’tc’t & F 


Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (16) 
W & G Ahearn 
Healy & Cross 
A & M Havel 
Ebony Follies 
(9) 
6 Avalons 
Dave Mallen 
Dew'lf M’tc’f & F 
Hal Neiman 
Donatella Bros Co 
Barry & Whitledge 
TACOMA 


Keith’s (16) 





Hal Neiman 


Vardell Bros 








BLACK 


Dir.: Wm. Diamond, 


STONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 


James Plunkett Office 








Donatella Bros Co 
Barry & Whitledge 
(9) 


5 Lelands 
Irvin O’Dunn 
Chappelle & Carlt’n 
Krugle & Robles 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
eith’s 


ist half (16-19) 
Karoli Bros 
George McLellan 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Peter Higgins 
Sidney Page Co 

SACRAMENTO 

Plaza (16) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems Fitz & M Co 
Ledova 


Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
(9) 
Chas Carrer 
Foy Foy & F 
Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLallen 
TOLEDO 
Rivoli (16) 
Mangean Co 
Fred Keating 
Milton Douglas Co 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 


(9) 
Bob Stickeney 
Cole Bros 
Maker & Redford 
Singer’s Midgets 


TORONTO 
Hippodrome (16) 
Kitayamas 


Furman Sh’k’y & L 





(9) 
Robinson & DeWitt 


Harry Savoy 





K.-A. Georgia, Atlanta, 
Time Feb. 5th, RKO 
Louis, Mo. 


JEROME MANN 


Completing RKO Intact Route Week Jan. 


16. 
Ga. Open Bill Howard 
St. Louis Theatre, St. 











Ada Brown 

Ferry Corwey 

Pop Cameron 

SALT LAKE CITY 
Plaza (16) 

Lido Ladies 

Coscia & Verdi 

Kitty Doner 

Billy Glason 

(9 


) 
Kluting’s Ent't’rs 
Forum Boys 


Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 
SAN ANTONIO 

Keith’s (16) 

Earl Jack & Betty 

Fields & Bell 

Roxy's Gang 

Lewis & Ames 





Nayon Pearce & V 
Watson Sis 
(9) 
Deteregoes 
Lubin Lowry & A 
Ilse Marvenga 
York & King 
Zelda Bros 
TROY 
Keith's 
Ist haif (16-19) 
5 Shots 
Reynolds & White 
Marg’rite & Farnell 
Gloria Foy Co 
2d halt 
Alf Latell 
Frankie Richardson 
Whiteside A & B 
(One to fill) 
2d half (13-15) 
Les Danwills 





(9) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 


Mardo & Bennett 





Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (8) 
‘Variations’ 
Bing Crosby 
Ruth St Denis Co 
Michon Bros 
Frances Faye 
‘Reckless Age’ 
Roxy (8) 
Fred Waring Orch 
Stuart Churchill 
Evelyn Nair 
Fritz Leiber 
Nick Lucas 
Patricia Bowman 
‘ ing Sis’ 
Paramount 
Boswell Sis 
Rio Bros 
Russ Columbo 
Adler & Bradford 
‘Reckless Age’ 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (15) 
F Masters Bd 
Eddie Cantor 
George Jessel 
Janet Reade 
Loop End (9) 
Burke & Bell 
Clark & Smith 
Wylie & Young 
BS Hall & Co 
Dress Rehearsal 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (9) 
‘Black & White’ 
Geo D Washington 
‘Mata Hari’ 


{8) 





DETROIT 
Fisher (9) 
Alice Joyce 
Tom Moore 
Ritz Bros 
May Usher 
Murand & Girton 
‘False Madonna’ 
Michigan (9) 
Jans & Whalen 
Brooke Johns Co 
‘Forbidden’ 
MILWAUKEE 
Majestic (8) 
Frazier Bros 
Meyers & Nolan 
Barbier Sims Co 
Seror Bros & Sis 
DeBell & Ruf 
(One to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (9) 
Rodrigo & Lila 
Royal Balalaika 
‘Women Go on 
Grand (9) 
Minnevitch Co 
‘West of Broadway’ 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (9) 
jen Blue 
Peggy O'Neil 
Windsor 3 
Mary Lynn 
Lahr, Frank 
La Toure 3 
Kaye Smith 
Chauncey Winston 
Edna Russell 
‘Law of the 


Or 


For’ 


& M 


Sea’ 








Loew 





Boulevard 
Ist half (16-19) 
Clinton & Rooney 
Johnny Hyman 
Gordon & Lane 
Vanessi Co 
(One to fill) 


NEW YORK o? 


Gould Co 


Roy & Romero Rev 


Metropolitan (15) 
Jones Co 

Ford & Whitey 
Russell Orch 
(Two to fill) 





“HARRY SAVOY 


FANCY FOOLIN’ 


Dir.: 


LEDDY & SMITH 








2nd half (20-22) 
Rogan & Trigger 
Gildea Co 
Milo 
Bryant-Rains & 
Capitol (8) 
‘Frolics of 1932’ 
Jimmy Savo 
Joyce Coles 
Nicholas Daks 
Carlos Peterson 
Pasquali Bros 
Hale Girls 
‘Mata Hari’ 
Orpheum 
Ist half (16-19) 
Roger Williams 
Bacon Co 
Olsen & B’gham Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (20-22 
Hector Co 
Gallagher & Shean 
Miss Patricola 
4 Carlton Bros 
King Co 
Paradise (15) 
J & K Lee 
Pasquali Bros 
Daks-Cole & P'n 
State (15) 
Yacopi Tr 
Sully & Thomas 
Jean Harlow 
N T Granlund 
(Two to fill) 
BROOKLYN 


Bay Ridge 
Ist half (16-19) 
Maximo 
Sepia Neph 
Christy Co 
W’'ms & Rogers Rv 





(One to fill) 


Pitkin 
lst half (16-19) 
Cannon & Lee 
Holt & Turi 
Gordon Co 
4 Cariton Bros 
Je'ne & Lynton Rv 
2nd half (20-22 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Bergman Co 
Gordon & Lane 
N Arnaut & Bros 
(One to fill) 
Valencia (15) 
Bert Frohman 
Galenos 
Dugan & Hadley 
Maureen Rio 
ASTORIA, L. I, 
Triboro 
Ist half (16-19) 
Osaka Boys 
Petit & Douglas 
tallagher & Shean 
Mary Haynes Co 
Bryant-Rains & Y’ 
2nd half (20-22) 
Stetson 
Weich & Hills 
Vanessi Co 
(Two to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Century (16) 
H'lywood Colleg’ns 
Ida Shibley 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (16) 
Vox & Walters 
Joe Browning 
Friscoe Co 
(Two to fill) 
CLEVELAND 
State (16) 
Billy House 








May Joyce Co 
Julies Howard Co 
Fields-Smith & F's 
Chaney & Fox Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (16) 
Carlion & Ballew 
C Ayers-Rene Co 
Kerns Sis 
Don Howard 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (16) 
Ross & Edwards 
Rodion Dancers 
Sanami & Michi 
3 Kitaros 
SYRACUSE 
State (16) 
Great Nicola 


WASHINGTON — 
Loew’s (16) 
Gordon-Reed & kK’ 
Fred Lightner Co 

Jos Blank Co 


YONKERS 
Loew's 

ist half (16-19) 
Stetson 
Jerome & Marsh 
Gould Co 
Carpentier Co 
2nd half (20-22) 
Maximo 


B'nie’s Sepia Neph 
Harlan Christy Co 
Mary Haynes Co 





W'ms & Rogers Ry 





Fanchon 


& Marco 





NEW YORK 


Josephine 

















CARNEY 


& JEAN 


ZIPPIN ALONG 


For LEDDY & SMITH 











2nd half (20-22) 
Rubio Sis 
Johnny Hyman 
Rome & Gaut 
V Bacon Co 
(One to fill) 
46th St. 

ist half (16-19) 
Stoutenberg Co 
Hector Co 
Rome & Gaut 
Karavaeff Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Osaka Boys 
Nelson & Claxton 
Gordon Co 
Joe Termini 
The Sheriff 

Gates Ave. 
ist half (16-19) 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Hall & Essley 
Olyn Landick 
Lewis & Moore Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Cannon & Lee 
Roger Williams 





Stoutenberg Co 


3 Jacks 
Lea Penman 
Terry Green 
Tho Coppe 
Conrad Nagel 
Joan Marsh 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (16) 
Ted Claire 
Jerry Co 
Burns & Kissen 


Alice White 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (16) 
W & J Mandel 
Flo Mayo 
Lucky 7 3 
Mills & Kover 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (16) 
E & J Rooney 
Kaye & Sayre 
Wilson Co 
Karl Dane Co 
Kitchen Pirates 
NEW ARK 
State (16) 
Falls-Reading & B’ 





James Hall 
Dave Harris Co 
VANCOUVER 
Keith’s (16) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 
(9) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
WASHINGTON 
Keith's (16) 
Case Bros & Marie 
Joe Marks 
Charles King 
Diamond Co 
Koran 


Sis 
Cook 
Belle Bennett Co 
Johnny Perkins 
WINNIPEG 
Capitol (16) 
Deno. & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
9) 








Van Cello & Mary 


Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 
YONKERS 
Keith’s 
ist half (16-19) 
Nelson Bros 
Miss Juliet 
Fine Feathers 
Frank Conville 
Edwards Co 
2d half (20-22) 
Alendorf 
Log Cabin 4 
J & K Spangler 
(Two to fill) 
2d haif (13-15) 
Larry Rich Co 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith's 
Ist half (16-19) 
Wan Wan San 
Neville Fleeson Co 
Eddie Hanley Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (20-22 
Betty Cooper 
Morton & Parks 
Harry Hershfield 
Poodles Hannaford 
2a half (13-15) 
Heidt Bad 














Audubon (15) Gathalots 
‘Hacienda’ Olga & Lester 
Sue Russell Herculean 
Hinky & Dinky LaMarr Bros 
Doyle & Donnelly Mavis & Ted 
» Gems Marian & Kathryne 
Adriana DETROIT 
6 Gordonians Fox (15) 
BROOKLYN ‘Greetings 
Fox (15) Del Chain 
‘Hot Java’ Lamberti 
IN SILK 
ROUTED FOR FANCHON & MARCO 
Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 
Caligary Bros J & H Griffith 
Armanda Chirot Buster & Brown 
Noree Dorothy Thieme 
} Samuels Bros Collenette Ens 
Vincent Yerro FORT WORTH 
Sunkist Ens Worth (17-19) « 
ATLANTA ‘R’psody in R’thm’ 
Fox (15) Betty Fraser 
‘Tomorrow's Stars’ Anthony & Rogers 
Bernie & Walker Johnny Bryant 
Mary Miles Crawford & Caskey 
Wanda Allen Sunkist Ens 
Zelma HARTFORD 
Fern Date Capitol (15) 


Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo Kadomatsu 
Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Welch 
Theal Nelson 
Rudy Kaye 
BILLINGS 
Fox (19) 
‘A Lake & Hol’ood 
Relations’ 
A Petley & Co 
Nash & Fately 
Libonati Trio 
Gautier & Co 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (15) 
‘Stars of Y’t’y’ 
Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 
Brown & Jordan 
Ward-& Kelly 
Rice & Caddy 
Cho Cho 


Freddie Ward 


‘Modern Minstrels’ 
Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 
3 Page Boys 
Harry Von Fossen 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (14-20) 
‘Reflections’ 
Marietta 
Claudie Coleman 
G’'man, Hess, Valle 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ens 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Indiana (15) 
‘Montmartre’ 
Joe Jackson 
Dolores, D'las & E’ 
Julian & Marjorie 
Dave Robel 
James DeLucca 











“THE INTERNATIONAL JESTERS” 


CLIFFORD and MARION 


Week Jan. 15, Ambassador, St. Louis 








Harrison Co 
Alexander & Eve’yn 
BRIDGEPORT 
Fox Poli (15) 

‘About Town’ 
T & A Waldman 
Max Co 
Ben Dova 
Paul Olsen 
Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (15) 
‘Gay Vienna’ 
Duci de Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Torney Ens 
BUTTE 
Fox (14-17) 
‘A Lake & Hol’ood 
Relations’ 
A Petley & Co 
Nash & Fately 
Libonati Trio 
Gautier & Co 
CHICAGO 
Oriental (15) 
‘Fine Feathers’ 
Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Ross Wyse 
Emilie & Romaine 
Sunkist Ens 
Chicago (15) 
‘Fine Feathers’ 


DeValery Ens 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (15) 
‘Dream House’ 
O'Donnell-Blair Ce 
Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 


LOS ANGELES 
Loew’s State 
(13-20) 
‘Mimics’ 
Betty Compson 
Anna Chang 
Danny Beck 
Steve Savage 
Julien Hall 
Gloria Pleasant 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (15) 
‘Aloha’ 
Ryan & Noblette 
Briants 
Gordon's Dogs 
4 Kadex 
Gaylene & DyR'ne 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (15) 
‘Carnival’ 
Raynor Lehr 
Teddy The Bear 
Andresens 
Cropley & Violet 
Torney Ens 











TOILE 





Are 


race 


TRIES 


Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 


SHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 





Try My Quince Lotion, $1.00 








Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emile & Romaine 
Arthur LaFleur 
Sunkist Ens 


Paradise (15) 
‘Tintypes’ 
Eddie Lambert 
Aaron Sis 
Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
Tivoli (15) 
‘Parasols’ I 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Capt Mauss 
Mignone 
Boyce Combe 
Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (15) 
‘Stage Door’ 
Bob Hall : 
Webster & Mar:no 
Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 
DALLAS - 
Palace (15) 
‘Art Gallery’ 
Felovis 
Eddie Cole 
Bob, Andy & T’ 


(Continued 


MOBILE 
Saenger 
ist half (17-19) 
‘8 Big Figures’ 
5 Jansleys 
Foley & LaTure 
Harold Stanton 
Lou Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 
NEWARK 
Branford (15) 
‘Circus Days’ 
3ee Starr 
Nelson's Co 
St Leon Co 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Sayton Co 
NEW HAVEN 
Palace (15) 
‘All at Sea’ 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 
June Worth 
Gregory & Raymon 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (14) 
‘Sketches’ 
Allan & Canfield 
Franklyn D'Amore 
Limberlegs Edw'ds 
Duke Art 





Mildred Perlee 
on page 62) 
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~ Western Galoots’ New Show Biz 


a 


Singing Songs on the Prairie to Barbecue) 
Accompaniment by Campfire 
—_—_—_—_- + 


Palm Springs, Cal., Jan. 11. 

Winter resorts bordering on the 
desert retreats are witnessing a new 
kind of’ show business—it might be 
ealled a Prairie Show Biz. 


It takes the effete desert resort 


vacationers out a bit beyond the 


literally onto trails and des- 
erts, where galoots with the mon- 
ickers of Powder River do 
stuff around campfires and under- 
neath the stars. 

Powder River, or his prototype at 
any of the desert resorts, does his 
cowboy doggerels with a ‘Singing a 
Song to the Stars’ motif, while his 
buddies do their culinary stuff bar- 
becueing steaks over charcoal in 
the open. 

It’s something different for the 
hotel trade, which is steered into 
these shindigs by the hostelry. It 
takes place usually around midnight 
after they’ve climbed out of their 
boiled shirts into chaps and spurs, 
following a guide over unsuspected 
trails into the desert. However, just 
so as not to keep the pansy car- 
riage trade away, these trails aren’t 
s0 unsuspected when one follows 
another route by motor and gets 
there much quicker and more com- 
fortably. 

The cowboy warblers’ act smells 
and listens like the McCoy. They 
self-accompany to guitar and man- 
dolin, singing innocuous cowboy 
songs, and keeping the attendants 
around the campfire interested with 
the barbecued steaks in the offing. 

NO mundane commercialism about 
it. Not right out loud at least, 
there in the Wide Open Space in 
God’s Own Country under that 
Blanket of Stars. The Prairie Show 
Biz tariff shows up much more dis- 
creetly on the hotel bill later on. 


SAN QUENTIN INMATES 
SEE DOUBLE FREE SHOW 


San Francisco, Jan. 11. 

An annual show of years’ stand- 
ing, was staged for the 18th time 
at San Quentin Prison New Year’s 
Day by Harry Ettling. 

For nearly 20 years, Ettling, local 
I. A. T. S. E. member, has been 
rounding up vaude acts and taking 
them to Quentin for the benefit of 
several thousand convicts. This 
year he had 32 acts and two bands. 

Two shows are staged, one for 
men, other for women. No women 
Performers appear before the male 
convicts, but both men and women 
appear before fem inmates. Cons 
are always on good behavior around 
the holidays because recalcitrants 
are not allowed a peep at Ettling’s 
Follies, 

Ettling probably has more friends 
behind the bars than any other man 
in show biz. Several years ago 
they bought him a watch and chain 
and a leather traveling set. This 
year each of the women made him 
a handkerchief. 

Clara Philips, hammer murderess 
and the prison’s leading inmate 
actress, made him a dozen pillows 
in appreciation of his efforts in 


pale, 








helping her stage ‘On With the 
Show’ for women inmates. on 
Christmas, 


This is last year for women in 
San Quentin as they are being 
moved to Tehachapi. Next year 
Ettling will pack a gang of enter- 
tainers in planes and drop into 
Tehachapi for a special pre-New 
Year’s show for the girls. 





Carnera Stays French 

MP Paris, Jan. 1. 

Primo Carnera, born Italian and 
naturalized French, attempted to 
regain Italian nationality. 

This he has not yet been able to 
do, resulting in the international 
box ng federation sti}l considering 
him as French, 


their 





Ooh, Sheriff! 





Dallas, Jan. 11. 

When couple of ambitious 
cops raided the town’s new night 
joint, Saltillo, they were sort 
of embarrassed to discover the 
sheriff among the customers. 
Sheriff did some quick ex- 
plaining—something about ob- 


serving—but the papers had 
plenty to say. At that Saltillo 
got the break; sheriff and 
squad boys saw nothing and 


let it go at that. 
Place recently opened in 
slum section by Dave Crowder. 


$14 ROUND TRIP N. Y. TO 
CHICAGO TO BEAT BUS 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 

All railroads between here and 
New York are expected to follow the 
Lackawanna and Nickle Plate 
which have announced a round trip 
excursion to New York Jan. 16 for 
$14. That low rate takes in both 
ways, and compares to a regular 
tariff of $32 one way. 

Railroad men here are toying with 
the idea of establishing a weekly 
excursion to New York at these low 
rates, figuring one such _ train 
weekly would effectively meet the 
competition of the buses. Such an 
excursion leaving every Saturday it 
is estimated would get all the 
people who prefer to travel by train 
but take the buses because of the 
saving. 

There may be practical obstacles 
to the excursion arrangement or 
classifaction. Lackawanna and 
Nickle Plate excursions figure $8 
to Buffalo and return, $6 to New 
York and return to Buffalo. Pull- 
mans can be had at regular sleeping 
car rates. A change of trains at 
Buffalo makes the hop somewhat 
inconvenient. But on the pleasure 
end which is the prime purpose of 
excursions, there is time in Buffalo 
to see Niagara Falls if desired. 

Bus fare to New York is $18 one 
way, sometimes more, 














French Dad Passes Up 


Beaut Contest Winner 


Paris, Jin. 1. 

A Riviera lawyer, father of Mlle. 
Lyne Gaisson de Souza, just elected 
Miss France for 1932, strongly ob- 
jects to the publicity given him on 
the occasion, which he considers un- 
dignified, 

Beauty contests, he says, are just 
promoting immorality. The girl's 
mother divorced the lawyer 15 years 
ago, and neither she nor her daugh- 
ter have had anything to do with 
him since. 


Guilds Getting Closer 


The Catholic Actors’ Guild (legit), 
and the Catholic Motion Picture 
Guild, have taken the first step to- 
ward bringing the two in closer 





contact. This arrives through an 
arrangement for interchange on 
views, news, etc., through respec- 


tive bulletins of the two organiza- 
tions. 

Heretofore both guilds have kept 
pretty much to their own fields. 








Foy Split F baal 


Chicago Jan. 11. 

It’s all over between the Eddie 
Foys, Jr. Judge Joseph Sabbath 
sealed the divorce decree after hav- 
ing the matter under advisement 
for several weeks. 

Hitch was about Mrs. 
dence status. Former Barbara New- 
berry, although born here, has been 
living in New York the past two 





years. 


| 30 


Foy's resi- |} 


SHOW BIZ IDEAS 
P.G.A. 0 oAVIUUR 


with Theatrical Exploita- 
tion—Golf Equipment 
Merchants Put Up Prizes 


When Chambers of Com- 
merce Run Out 


JONES’ LOSS HURTS 


Professional golf has now taken 


its place in the show world, but is 


stili attempting to maintain its 
standing as a bluebood among 
sports. 


Campaign of ballyhooing, remind- 
ing of the circus or theatre; 24- 
sheeting and publicity that puts to 
shame the modern theatre press 
agents, are now the accepted ad- 
juncts of sending across the royal 
and ancient game. Pro golfers, and 
those back of the game commer- 
cially, talk now in terms of grosses. 


Of chief concern are the galleries to 
be attracted to the ballyhooed tour- 
naments. 

A year ago the Professional Golf 
Ass’n was talked out of circusing the 
winter tourneys, but now seems well 
into the idea because of present 
conditions. 

Just where golf fits today as an 
attraction is seen in the current 
barnstorming tour under auspices of 
the P. G. A., which is adopting the 
methods of the amusement world. 
Little time is wasted between play- 
ing dates and they’re carrying along 
30 names, some international, to 
draw. Heretofore the spotting of 
tourneys was haphazard, with no 
attempt to fix dates for the benefit 
of full casts. But this has been 
given more careful consideration the 
past few years. 

Net Drops $32,000 

The P. G. A. started to awaken 
to the show uspect of golf Jast win- 
ter, and particularly the summer, 
which without Bobby Jones got 
$32,000 less than the previous year. 

Necessity of drawing fans to the 
tourneys is one requisite behind 
which is the resultant selling of 
equipment and all the merchandise 
accessories to the game. 

Faced with loss of the Jones name 
value, the P. G. A. was confronted 
with a further dampener for its ar- 
ranged winter barnstormiry tour 
when allied promoters in some of 
the spots (mostly chambers of com- 
merce) backed down, saying they 
wouldn’t dare use cash for prizes 
for these civic tourneys while the 
towns were experiencing difficulty 
in raising funds for the unemployed. 

Manufacturers’ Angle 


But the tour as arranged is 
nevertheless going through on 


schedule, with the P. G. A. doing the 
promoting under cover and putting 
up the cash prizes from funds do- 
nated by the equipment manufac- 
turers who in reality are the real 
profiters from the exploited trip. 
In the spots the association is in 
on the gate, and similarly in these 
places billboards are being used to 
pul] the gallery. 

Golf as a show, however, is the 
single entertainment befoure audi- 
ences in which the players are paid 
only when they deliver. Ostensibly 











‘Name’ Golfers Routed | 


the barnstormers pay thelr own —s Where golf as a show has a few 
ponses and — on the tour to wy notches on theatre business is in 
for the prize neve eateid 7" Lari pein ps the newspaper offices. Promoters of 
tournaments, although this year the | olf ae eutettniament benst that 
outstanding tands played have cut a Ae ate st 
; ~.., | Where a theatre can get one line of 
down the awards, due to present \free copy a golf. tourney can obtain 
economic conditions. le, column. 
Caliente’s $15,000 It’s still apparently the royal and 
The Agua Caliente open, the |ancient blueblood game to the news- 
choice date of the entire winter) papers. But to the promoters it’s 
route, has oly $15,000 offered this |just business. Explaining, perhaps, 
year for the winners, as against | why the equipment manufacturers 
$25,000 last year, with the top prize |help finance golf on tour while still 
$3,500, agaiust $10,000 last year.|conscious that under the present 
|Los Angeles sliced off $2,500, with | Status of the ga $15,000,000 worth 
some of the other spots also run- of golf equipment is sold annually. 
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Coverage 


Cincinnati, Jan. 11 

An at _iibe 
whose other weakness is race 
horses, breezed into a bean- 
ery here, tossed a quarter at 
the counter man and ordered: 

‘Egg on a bun and cup of 
java; if coming, a piece of ap- 
ple pie.’ 


SWISS WINTER RESORT 
GYPS PUT IT ON THICK 


Jan, 1. 
names of 


rty performer, 











Paris, 
Publicity 
celebs recently 


accruing fror 
guests has resulted 
in the management of a St. Moritz 
(Switzerland) palace the 
gyp to truly Alpine heights unpre- 
cedented on the Continent. Draw 
of the joint is a reasonable pri-e for 
‘pension,’ equivalent to American 


raising 


plan, but when the bill comes the 
extras are figured at staggering 


prices. 

A Hollywood girl sent two Christ- 
mas cables to Hollywood, for which 
the Western Union charges $2.50, 
and found them on her hotel bill 
for $6. Also aftrr same girl had 
instructed the hotel] to get her train 
reservations previous to sailing back 
home she found she had been over- 
charged three ways by the porter. 
Same hotel porter stands in with 
the horse sleirhs at the door. One 
sleigh driver asked $7 for a six 
minutes’ drive, and promptly climbed 
down to $5, while sleighs which are 
not standing in front of the hotel 
can be had for $1 for the same trip. 
Even the ice rink next to the hotel 
is hot, with $1.20 for treading on it, 
and everything else for using it 
extra, 

A cup of tea varies from 50 cents 
to 75 cents, but for alcoholic drinks 
the place is a real bootlegger’s 
dream. One American who had a 
suite ordered a bottle of brandy and 
found it on his bill for $25—same 
bottle outside was priced at $4. 
One American patron having been 
thoughtful enough to ask what the 
check was for a whiskey and sdda, 
which was going on his bill for $4, 
told them what he thought of it, and 
management climbed Cown to $1.40. 





HOWARD'S 5 STITCHES 


Harry Howard's car was standing 
at 47th and Madison last week 
when a taxicab rammed it. The 
hospital cutters stitched the comic’s 
head five times. 

When Howard emerged from 
the wreckage with the blood stream- 
ing down his face the cab driver 
yelled, ‘What the h——’s the idea.’ 





ning tourneys launching similar 
comparative reductions, 

One ballyhoo phase of the tour 
is inclusion of the three Japanes, 
professionals and the French open 
champion, Aubrey Boomer. They 
are believed in for p.a. purposes. 
The Nipponese swingers have done 
their share for the gate on the 
Coast, as both at ’Frisco and Pasa- 
dena the Japenese residents turned 
out to give their countrymen a hand. 
More than 200 Orientals followed 
the matches at Pasadena and a 


bigger detachment of that national- 
ity is expected in Los Angeles this 
week. 





|Masician Revives Reichenbach Gag 
When Newsmen Say It Can't Be Done 


Jan. 11. 
Harry Reich 
his famous 
recently, 
that 
even his best stunt would be spotted 
down by any metroe- 
ed today. Nicola, 
Loew's State, 


Cleveland 
When the 
bach’s autobiog about 


ballyhoo tricks came out 


local newspapermen declared 


and turned 


politan city ma- 
ace 
it could he 


Rialto its 


gician, playing 


cepted the dare to prove 


done and gave the local 


biggest laugh of the year. 
Magician put on a revamped ver- 
sion of Reichenbach’'s the 
lion-in-the-hotel gag that put “Ree 
turn of Tarzan” across some years 
ago. By substituting a baby ele- 
phant the stunt made the hard- 
boiled city ed of the town’s most 
conservative rag send re- 
porter to cover it. 
Phones for Hay 

Nicola took a room in one of the 
best hotels and then called down for 
a chicken sandwich and a giass of 
milk. And, as an afterthought, a 
bale of hay. Room service boy 
yelled for assistant manager. 

Both hot-footed to Nicola’s room 
and asked him who the hay was for, 


clas sic, 


his ace 


‘It’s for Babe, my disappearing 
elephant, who won't eat anything 
else,’ cracked the magician who 


showed them the pachyderm lounge 
ing in the bathroom tub. ‘The ane- 
imal room at the theatre was too 


drafty, so I brought him up the back 
elevator and stairs,’ informed Ni- 
cola.’ 

Hotel manager hysterically or- 
dered Nicola to immediately stage 
his elephant disappearing act, but 


latter refused to do his tricks with- 
out an audience. A crew of pore 
ters helped to make the animal 


vanish, but not before half of the 
hotel was disrupted. 
Although everybody concerned 


claimed they weren’t fooled by the 
gag, the town’s wags are springing 
plenty of new nifties about sucke 
ers. 


LAEMMLE HELPS BRING 
GERMAN ATHLETES HERE 


Berlin, Jan. 2. 

Carl Laemmle made a gift of $2,- 
500, at the request of the German 
Olympic Committee, to enable Gere 
man sportsmen to take part at the 
Olympic Games in Los Angeles next 
summer, The contribution is for 
the trip and expenses there. 

Laemmle further undertook to 
found a committee together with 
Dr. Struwe, head of German Con- 
sulate at Los Angeles, te enable 
participation of Germans in the 
Olympiade, 





Savage Beasts Muzzled, 
Gloved for Gag Battle 


Mexico City, Jan. 8. 

Humanitarians were shocked by 
notices on billboards announcing a 
fight between a lion and a bear to 
be staged in the local bull fight 
ring, with special prices for chil- 
dren. 

Police and promoters of 
were flooded with letters 
phone calls from humanitariamé‘ 
protesting against the exhibition. 
Cops and sponsors told protestors 
there was nothing to worry about, 
as beasts would fight with muze 
zles and boxing gloves. 

Stunt clicked. Capacity 
ance. Animals were supplied 
Frank Beas, owne® of the 
Model Circus. 


show 
and tele- 


attende- 
by 
Beas 


Too Many Lees 


Fairmont, W. Va. 

iMrs. Douglas Fleme- 
this professional 
as changed it te 


Lee 


ho has had 


Dorothy 
ing is We 
name for years, h 
Dorothy Van Wie 





Yan Wie is a family name. 
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Tuesday, January 12, 1939 








News From the Dailies 





This department contains rewri 





lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. t 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


tten theatrical news items as pub- 


Variety takes no credit 








East 


Estella Collins, show girl, tried 
one of those loco weed cigarets 
After 12 hours in Bellevue she was 
able to return home. Booked as ‘un- 
known poisoning,’ though the fags, 
long popular in the south and west, 
are getting more common in New 
York. 





N. Y. papers carrying large ads of 
‘Ee. A. Williams Studio,’ Hollywood, 
offering $750 for the best name for 
Helen Mann. An extra $250 if the 
name is shot in before Jan. 10, 
though the contest is open until 
May. 





Conchita Supervia, Spanish 
prano, here to sing with Chi op. 

terlin-Moss-Hart musical to be 
called ‘Crying Out Loud’ until they 
can think of something else. 


so- 


Alfred Hamhurst, who sued estatf 
of late Harry Payne Whitney for 
$44,000, which he asserted Whitney 
promised to pay him for a _ song, 
failed to produce his promised wit- 
ness to the contract and case dis- 
missed, 


Elsie Janis denies that she is en- 
gaged, but leaves the inference she 
may be married presently. 


Otto Kruger, who closed in ‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ in Cleveland (2), will 
probably head road cast of ‘Coun- 
sellor at Law,’ which starts to hike 
presently. 





Radio adopts the trailer idea from 
picture houses. Winds up one 
‘“Seriod with a brief announcement 
of the next. 





Paderewski arrived Wed. on the 
Olympic for concert tour. Will also 
play benefits for unemployed musi- 
cians. 


Sunday pictures win at Sea Cliff, 
L. IL., by vote of 518 to 135. Frank 
A. Ludlam wanted to build a the- 
atre there, but not if Sunday was 
barred; so the town took a vote. 


June O'Dea, dancer in ‘Of Thee I 
Sing,” to be married to Vernon 
Gomez, of Yankee ball team, when 
he goes to Florida for spring train- 
ing. Hitch rumored for some time. 





That Beth Irving-Elizabeth Wen- 
del imbroglio in the courts again. 
Last Tuesday the Supreme Court 
dismissed Miss Irving’s suit for 
damages for false arrest when she 
did not appear. 
new starts, the only pending case is 
that of Mrs. Wendel against Miss 
Irving involving charges of assault. 





Paul Robeson back from Europe 


to start a concert tour at Town Hall 

Jan. 22. Has been touring England 

in concert following ‘Hairy Ape.’ 
Charles 


K. Gordon, 


with a mad on. 


Joie Ray, former champ distance 
runner, is one of the contestants in 
Been 


a marathon dance in Newark. 
at it since Oct. 22, and says he is iz 
earnest about the $1,000 prize. 


Mrs. Louise 


Unless something 


author of 
‘Papavert,’ on his way back to Paris 


Electra,’ and Mary Thayer is doing 
| the same for Mary Areboz, the 
| Hazel. 

— 
Theatre Guild has taken ‘The 

| Pure in Heart’ by John Howard 

Lawson, author of ‘Processional.’ 


Kenneth Collins, Macy’s star ad 
copy man, tells AMPA they use too 
many words in their film ads. Said 
‘words,’ not ‘adjectives.’ 





Peggy Hopkins Joyce may wed 
John L. De Ruyter, Jr., just as soon 
as his present wife shucks him. She 
is not involved in the intended di- 


vorce action. Going to Florida 
meanwhile. 

Thos. Bell, unemployed, but of- 
fered a job as barkeep in a soft 


speaker, visits N. Y. Federal court 
in a vain effort to get assurance of 
immunity if he takes the only job. 


Mrs. Morris Gest loses her suit for 
$10,000 of the balance of $20,000 
paid the estate of her father, the 
late David Belasco, for the picture 
rights to ‘Tonight or Never,’ $40,000 
having been paid before his death. 
It was her contention that this half 
was due the trust fund to a niece, 
Esther Martin, who died before Bel- 
asco, but the court ruled that the 
money should be paid to Benj. 
Roeder, trustee of the literary fund 
established by the will. 


Louise Groody reported to the po- 
lice that last Wed. (6), two youths, 
representing themselves as grocery 
boys, seeking to make a delivery, 
sought to force their way into the 
apt. 





Jeritza, Kreisler and Rachmanin- 
off transfer their bookings to NBC 
artist’s bureau. Applies to plat- 
form and stage engagements only, 
as they are opposed to radio per- 
formances. 





In an interview in the ‘Times,’ 
last week, David Warfield expressed 
the belief that the stage was about 
to do a comeback and had suffered 


no permanent injury from the 
talkers. 
Peggy Wood and John Sheehan 


asking Equity to collect from Ray 
Goetz on $6,000 salary claims. Miss 
Wood was to have been the star 
of ‘Star Dust’ and Sheehan was re- 
tained to spruce up the book. 





Verree Teasdale crashing the 
columns on the pronunciation of 
her name. Stress is on the final 


syllable, she explains. 





Milton Aborn planning a juvenile 
cast for ‘Pinafore’ to fill in mats at 





the Erlanger. Plenty of the stars 
of the last stage generation got 
their start in juve ‘Pinafore’ casts, 
which were all the rage 50 years 
ago. Aborn wants to see if he can 
repeat, 








Jed Harris has title of ‘The Mur- 


der of Roger Ackroyd whittled 
down to ‘Alibi,’ which will be the 
title, unless trouble comes from 


fact there is a picture of that name. 
: Now in rehearsal with Chas. Laugh- 
ton. 








Dinehart is suing]. Pauline Starke due to hit B'way 
Alan Dinehart, now in Hollywood,|im ‘Zombie,’ thriller by Kenneth 
in the N. Y. courts for divorce. She | Webb. 
asked that the actor be barred from aoteeat 
defending the suit since he had Two detective squads, armed with 
failed to pay the counsel fees| riot guns and tear bombs, put down 
granted by court order and was re-|a little argument in a theatre at 295 
miss in his alimony. Judge held| Bowery last Thursday. Argument 
that every person has the constitu- |started between two Chinese fac- 
tional right to defend himself injtions over clips in the newsreel 
court, whereon Dinehart’s counsel 


stated that Dinehart had given her 
Park, 


a valuable home in 
Queens, and 


Floral 


had contributed ali 


mony, though the recent Fox cut of 


20° had diminished his resources. 


Philadelphia Jack O’Brien denies 


that he is going to give a violi 
concert. His manager insists that 
he will. ,way is figuring it a 


pretty press stunt. 


“% Katherine O'Neill, of ‘Cynara,’ wa 
in an Irish beauty contest just be 


fore she came over here to stay. Pola Span, 


Has just been notified that she wa 
selected as ‘Miss Ireland’ over 13 
contenders. 


Jean Harlow better and back 
her vaude dates. 





larry Wagstaff Gribble rehears 
ing “Trick for Trick’ for 
Newman, 


Washington making a 
acainst risque magazines. 
pinch 131 
indecent publications, 
Adels is 
Grady in 


iar 


Alice 


to 


Robert V. 


drive 
Police 
dealers handling alleged 


understudying 
‘Mourning Becomes 


showing the war in Manchuria. 


' No 
one seriously hurt, but black 


eyes 


a-plenty and some of the audience 

-jlost their guns when the cops 
frisked ‘em. 

Bloomingdale's dept. store gave 


a fashion show at the Ziegfeld the- 
njatre Sunday (10). Got the Ziegfeld 
girls for models. 





Theatre tuild practically de- 
cided on ‘Moon in the Yellow River’ 
s| for its next production. 


stenog in an atty’s. 
s| office, has applied to the Dept. of 
0} Labor for permit to bring her hus- 
band back from Germany. Hus- 
band is Peter Schmidt, dancer, or- 





dered deported under the labor 
laws. 
- Nellie Jasinlaitits, in ballet of 


Met op, faints on stage at Sat. mat, 
but Max Lorenz kept right on sing- 
ing and few noticed incident. 


completed and is ready for produc- 
tion by Crosby Gaige. 





‘Anatomist,’ vivisection play now 
running in London, to be done here 
by Wm. Harris, Jr., when he can 
find a suitable actor for the doctor. 





Public library displaying work of 
Marco Montedoro, costume designer. 
To continue through Jan, 


Lawrence Roskam has obtained 
a divorce from Coletta Ryan be- 
cause she left him to go into ‘Here 
Goes the Bride.’ She filed appli- 
cation for divorce Nov. 13, but let 
it ride when the show slumped, so 
toskam beat her to it. Michigan 
decree. 


Lydia Lindgreen, 
unsuccessfully sued Otto Kahn for 
breach of contract, in the news 
again. Her husband, Raoul Querze, 
3razilian tenor, was due in court 
yesterday (Mon.), to answer a dis- 
orderly conduct charge for kicking 
in his own front door at 3 a. m. 
when denied admission. Two de- 
tectives waiting inside called a po- 
liceman who refused to interfere 
other than to give the summons. 
He admits he wants a divorce but 
she will consent only to a separa- 
tion. 


who recently 


Max Schmelling denies in two 
languages that he is engaged to 
marry Anny Ondra, German film 
star. 


William A. Brady enjoined Phile- 
lah Rice from giving his one-man 
version of ‘Man of the Hour’ at the 
Belmont, tice substituted his own 
version of ‘Great Expectations.’ 
Brady took action as holder of the 
copyright. 





Jersey City police follow Wash- 
ington and bar ‘Ballyhoo,’ ‘Hooey’ 
and ‘Slapstick’ from all stands. 





Nancy Hoyt, novelist, writes the 
finish of her second romance when 
she files a divorce libel against 
Edward D. Curtis ,of Boston, whom 
she married in 1927. 


Midnite mats of ‘Lancashire Lass’ 
at the President switched to after- 
noons, Late midnight business not 
profitable. 


Supreme court reserved decision 
in the plea of Mrs. Anne Youmans 
for a separation when her husband, 
Vincent Youmans, failed to appear. 
Mrs. Youmans went to Reno to get 
a divorce at her husband's urge, 
but had twins, instead. When he 
failed to appear there she dropped 
the suit. 


Internal Revenue 
that where tickets are sold in two 
parts, as for ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra,’ tax shall be paid on the 
total sum, though the halves may 
be within the tax exemption. Means 
that the O'Neill play will cost $6.60 
instead of $3 twice. 


officials decide 





‘Jewel Robbery’ shunted from the 
Times Sq. to the Booth. Opens to- 
morrow (Wed.), 





Cruising yacht ‘Polaris,’ stocked 
for a 100-day tour, provided with 
55,000 bottles of wine, 5,000 of 
spirits and uncounted bottles of 
beer. Load staggered eyen the cus- 
toms men, who knew that the pas- 
senger list was limited to 125. 





Senator Couzens offers a_ reso- 
lution calling for an inquiry into 
radio advertising. 





Just one suit after another! 
Lately George Edw. Jordan, hus- 
band of Evangeline Adams, seeress- 
astrologer, was sued by Leo Chenko 
for alienation. Now the Magnetik 
Mfg. Co. is suing for infringement 
of a calendar of lucky and unlucky 
days which they claim they patent- 
ed in Feb., while Miss Adams pat- 
ented practically the same device in 
Aug. Backed by her reputation, she 
is selling it for $1 a copy and 
hurting the disposal of Magnetik’s 
dime version, 





Frank Sadker, who has led the 
orchestras at various RKO theatres, 
held in $1,500 bail for the grand 
jury on a charge of bigamy. He 
was arrested on the complaint of 
his second wife, professionally 
known as Jean Rose, dancer. His 
first wife, Mrs. Jean Harris Sadker. 
said he left her five years ago, when 
he met Miss Rosen, 

The ashes of Johnny Baker. fos- 
ter son of Buffalo Bill, who died 
last April, were interred in Mt. 
Hope cemetery, Rochester, Jan. 7. 


near the graves of Col. Cody's three 
children. 








Equity decides to wastebasket all 


unsigned letters, whether they 
praise or pan. ' 

Margie Bruttonasco, dance hall 
hostess, was killed in her Harlem 


flat Monday (4) by McKenzie Coll, a 
Negro boxer, with whom she had 
been living until three months ago. 
Her refusal to resume the relation- 





M. Cohan 
No details announced. 


George 
new play. 





Channing Pollock's next play will 
not he ‘Wake Up America,’ but ‘The 
Police Inspector, which has 











at work on a 


been |! 


ship led him to kill her. Afterward 
he took poison. but not 
to cause his death. He is a prisoner 
} in the Bread Street hospital 

Wagon’ gives a 
matinee this afternoon (12) 


} 
| ‘Band 


speci 1] 


for the 








sufficient | 


$10,000 for her attorneys. 

Leaving the Santa Monica hos- 
pital for Palm Springs, following an 
;operation, Pola Negri was served 
i With papers in a $100,000 counter- 
claim by her former husband, Serge } 
M'divani. This came after Miss 


| fight, Jack Dempsey denied he was 


benefit of the Actors’ Fund, which 
abandoned its own benefit this sea- 
son. 





Julia Mooney, who when she reg- 
istered at the Van Cortlandt hotel 
said she was an entertainer at Hol- 
lywood Gardens, jumped or fell 
from the window of her third floor 
room last week. She broke her 
right ankle and b.’“ wrists. Her 
father, who lives in Mt. Kisko, de- 
nied she was a restaurant enter- 
tainer, but a Broadway actress, She 
first gave her name as Sadie Rooney 
and then changed that to Barbara 
Lee. The restaurant people denied 
that she was employed there. 

Howard Dietz won the title in the 
ping pong tournament staged in the 
Algonquin last week. He defeated 
timan Najuch, who had to beat Bill 


Tilden to get into the finals. Talks 
of going professional. 
Fuller Mellish threw a party to 


celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
his first stage appearance. Guests 
attended ‘Cynara,’ in which his 
daughter appears. 





Eight Ubangi women arrived Fri- 
day and were installed in a Harlem 
apt to rest up before going on to 
Hollywood. Star has an eight-inch 
disc in her lower lip. 





Terrier used in ‘Social Register’ 
expecting a family and will be re- 
tired from cast. New pooch will be 
sought at S. P. C. A. 


June Blossom, social registerite 
who was on and off stage a year or 
so ago, to return in ‘Zoom,’ playing 
second lead, 

Five o’Clock club, West 54th st., 
gets a call from six cops after the 
theatre Friday night. Pinched six 
employes but turned loose some 250 
fashionable patrons. Raid made by 
city police under federal warrant, 
which is something new in raids. 


Charlotte Poillon in again. Suing 
Dudley Field Malone for $5,000, al- 
leging that she warned him of a 
blackmail _ suit. Suit in White 
Plains with Malone asking for a 
switch to N. Y. That will be de- 
cided today (12). 


Mary Garden, who Sateveposted a 
few weeks ago that she was washed 
up on public singing, signs a three- 
year contract with CBS and then 
beats it for Paris to sing at the 
Opera Comique. 


Judge Tra E. Robinson 
Radio Commission. 


out of 


‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ slated to 


quit at the Shubert next Sat. (16), 
will linger on, 
‘Mrs. Moonlight’ went under a 


cloud in Boston, Sat. (9). 


Nan Blackstone, night club en- 
tertainer, reported engaged to Mar- 
tin Goldring, New Orleans million- 
aire, Won't say she is or isn’t. 


Amos ’n’ Andy broadcast on the 
late western time halted Democratic 
spiel last Friday. Other commer- 
cians abandoned their time, but the 
people wanted the blackface chatter 
more than the oratory. 





Coast 





Damage suit for $11,113 filed by 
Peter C. Fowler, house painter, 
against Helen Twelvetress following 
an auto collision several months ago. 


Jack Mulhall reported his car 
crash with that of W. G. Richards 
in Hollywood. Alleges Richards at 
first said he was uninjured and later 
claimed he had been hurt. 


After 12 years of court battling, 
Gertrude Van Loan awarded divorce 
from H. H. Van Loan in Los An- 
geles with property settlement. Mrs. 
Van Loan gets $500 cash and $10,000 
in small sums. 


Said to have driven into a milk 
wagon at 60 miles an hour while in- 
toxicated, Kenneth Harlan was ar- 
rested on drunk driving charges. 
After a night in Los Angeles city 
jail he was released, with trial set 
for a week later. Arrested with him 
was William Breen, husband of 
Alice Lake. Also in the car was 
Patty Dobbs. Driver of the milk 
wagon, which, together with Har- 
lan’s car was demolished, was unin- 
jured, but horse had to be shot. 


Hunter, 





Madeline 
beauty 
Los 


actress and 
contest winner, granted a 
Angeles divorce from George 
W. Honts on cruelty charges. 
Coming to referee a Los Angeles 
engaged to a Utah heiress or that he 
was reconciled with Estelle Taylor. 
Latter, according to property settle- 
ment, gets their $100,000 Hollywood 
home, $30,000 in cash, three cars and 





= 


Negri’s suit on an $80,000 n 
= he signed while they 
ried. 


ote she 
were mare 





Walter Grabowski, Los Angeles 
hair dealer, filed suit for divorce 
against Janina Smolinska, ‘Miss 
Poland’ of 1928, charging physical 
and mental cruelty. Wife again 
faces deportation charges, since she 
promised immigration authorities 
last August, when she married Gra. 
bowski to dodge similar charges 
that she’d return to Poland and re. 
enter as the wife of a U. S. citizen, 





Cecil B. DeMille Picture Corp. ape 
pealed $35,000 damage award given 
Jetta Goudal for alleged 


breach of 
contract. 


Hearing of the Duncan Sisters 
bankruptcy plea before Federal Ref. 
eree Rupert Turnbull ordered de-« 
layed a week while S. H. Duncan, 
their father, produced the girls’ ac- 
count books, recording their earn. 


ings of $1,000,000 in two years and 
present debts of $400,000, 


Mrs. Dorothy B. Burke, estranged 
wife of Johnny Burke, comedian, 
arrested on drunk driving charges 


in Beverly Hills after her car 
crashed into another, 
Abe Gore, former circuit owner, 


was sentenced to 30 days for reck- 
less driving, and put on $500 bail 
pending appeal, 
Mildred Marsh 
Mae Marsh, given divorce from 
Ygnacio Forster, son of pioneer 
family, ond $100 monthly alimony, 


Forster, sister of 





Daisy De Voe, former secretary of 
Clara Bow, released on $2,500 bail 
after serving eight months of her 
18-month term. 


Patents on a screen 
granted to Donald Hetrick. 

Ann Dempster was arrested and 
released in bail on a bad check 
charge for $435 issued May 26 to 
Jose Arias, Mexican orchestra 
leader. 


invention 


Bert Wheeler (Bernice 
Speer) will sue the film comedian 
for divorce. They have a three- 
year-old daughter, Patricia. Couple 
married four years ago. 


Mrs. 


Hal Roach studios reports net 
profits for 57 weeks ending Aug. 29, 
1931, at $91,750, an increase of 


$29,974. 


Duncan Renaldo received his final 
decree of divorce from Mrs. Suzette 
Duncan, 


Billie Dove now licensed airplané 
pilot. 

Mrs. Victoria Mix, second wife of 
Tom Mix, obtained a final decree of 
divorce. She has custody of their 
daughter. 


William Le Baron leaves for New 
York soon to enter the publishing 
business. 





Mary Nolan, actress, and her hus- 
band, W. T. McCrery, were given 
opportunity to pay $1,300 in wage 
claims. Their trial is continued 
until Feb. 4. 





Because his business is in New 
York and her career keeps her in 
Hollywood, Lily Damita and Sid 
Smith state they have made no 
wedding plans. 


Una Merkel, actress, and Ronald 
Burla, aeronautic engineer, back in 
Hollywood after their Tia Juana 
marriage Jan. 1. 





Rex Lease and Esther Muir will 
marry in April, pending Lease’s 
final divorce. 





Mrs. William Desmond, wife of 
film actor, found in a Glendale san- 
atorium after a week’s disappear- 
ance, 








Claudia Dell, sued for $95 by 
Rosalind Shepard, p.a., settled for 
$50. 

Kenneth Harlan charged with 


drunk driving. 


Mrs. Phyllis Brock will receive $15 
weekly alimony from Louis Brock, 
RKO shorts’ producer. 


Janina Smolinski, 
sued for divorce by 
owski. 


Polish actress, 
Walter Grab- 


Hearing in bankruptcy action of 
Vivian and Rosetta Duncan put 
over to Jan. 20, 


Clair Clairbert, grand opera sing- 
er, sued the L. A. and Frisco Opera 
Co., for $6,000 for unused service. 





Mrs. 





Mildred Marsh Forster, sis- 
ter of Mae Marsh, divorcing Ynacie 
Forster. 

Cc. B. DeMille to undergo opera- 
tion for minor injury to hand. 

Busby Terkeley, dance directer 
received an alimony respite when 
Judge Valentine ruled that $1 
weekly alimony to his former act- 
ress-wife, Esther Muir, was to 


(Continued on page 49) 
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>) SHOW SPLITS 
FOR RENO IN 1931 


Reno, Jan. 11, 

Twenty screen and stage ro- 
mances ended in the Reno divorce 
eourt during 1931. 

In several instances new mammas 
er papas were waiting right around 
the corner with a marriage license 
to welcome the freed one, 

Among those who either 
divorce or were divorced were Es- 
telle Taylor from Jack Dempsey; 
Louise Marie Bell from Louis Monta 
Bell; Catherine Willard from Ralph 
Bellamy; O. B. Winter from Pauline 
Lord; Grace M. Tibbett from Law- 
rence Tibbett; Aurelie Helen Strong 
from Kenneth Strong; George Hill 
from Frances Marion; June Pa- 
tricia Tripp from Lord Invercylde; 
Mrs. Huston from Walter Huston; 





got a 


Patti Harrold from Alfred L 
Meeker; Kenneth Harlon from 
Doris Harlan; Jeanne H. Gattis- 
McCormick from John E. McCor- 
mick; Helen Hoag Rogers from 
Rowland Rogers; Marion L. Field 
from Norman R. Field; Germaine 
W. Hershfield from Ben C. Hersh- 
field; Amata Grassi Chamberlain 
from Chester Lord Chamberlain, 


Mildred Santry Fells from John. R. 
Fells; Mildred Zukor-Loew from 
Arthur M. Loew, and Florence Rice 
Smith from Sidney Smith. 


DUNCANS’ LIABILITIES 
ADVANCE TO $451,000 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 





Duncan Sisters’ debts and assets4 


which have taken three weeks to 
figure out since filing of bankruptcy 
petitions, show approximately $451,- 
000 in liabilities and $31,000 in as- 
sets. 

Vivian and Rosetta don’t know 
what other debts they may have. 
They believe books or records ex- 
ist but say they are not sure who 
has them. Chief asset is $22,500 
the Duncans say the government 
owes them discounted by $13,000 
the government claims they still 
owe. They have a $2,000 certifi- 
cate in the People’s National Bank 
of White Plains, and Rosetta may 
have some stock in the Malibu Land 
Co., but is not sure. Latter has a 
$1,250 diamond watch, held by Jo- 
seph McCloskey for a $700 bill for 
a new strap. Rosetta values her 
wardrobe at $1,500; Vivian at $750. 

‘Topsy-Eva’ Net 

Also, they say, they have never 
had proper accounting from Feature 
Productions, Inc., on their 25% net 
of ‘Topsy and Eva.’ 

Main liabilities are the $250,000 
Management suit of G. C. Reid !n 
Los Angeles and an $88,000 manage- 
ment claim of S. S. McClelland of 
Detroit. Next is a $28,000 mortgayze 
on the White Plains house. 
owe H. Doherty, New York, $20,000, 


Sisters 





. 
Selling by Gagging 
Winnipeg, Jan. 11. 
Some time ago a couple of 
depression-victim actors de- 
cided to try selling. They got 
a job. selling the _ picture 
services that go in shop win- 
dows; people passing by, at- 
tracted by the picture, stop 
also to note the goods in win- 
dow. 
One actor would enter the 
store and try to inierest the 





proprietor. ‘See,’ he would say, 
placing the photo in the win- 
‘how it attracts custom- 
The other would 
stroll assume 
interest in 

3usiness 


dow, 
ers.’ actor 
along and 
the 


was 


then 
picture, 
good, 


Variety Club Affair at 
Columbus Big—Maybe 
Club Expanding Soon 


Columbus, Jan. 11. 
Club of Columbus, the- 
newsmen’s organization, 
entertained Johnny Harris and his 
gang from the Pittsburgh parent 
organization here Saturday (9) at 
a giant midnite festival and ban- 
quet at the Deshler Wallick hotel. 
Star guests of the evening were 
Governor George White, Mayor 
Henry Worley, censor chief B. O. 
Skinner, Conrad Nagel and Dr. 
Rockwell. 

Event was biggest thing of its 
type ever attempted here. Layout 
was formal, with the hotel bringing 
out its solid gold service for the 
gang as a mark of respect. 

Organization growing with leaps 
and bounds with attendant pub- 
licity top for any local group. 
Chances for branch organizations 
in other good theatre cities seri- 
ously taken up by the membership 
at several sessions, with outlook 
bright. 
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Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


makes the exec think he’s doing the 
discovering. Scouts can be com- 
pared to art patrons who bankroll 
prospects for prestige. 


Bankhead’s ‘Thunder’ 


‘Thunder Below,’ Thomas Rourke’s 
novel, will be Tallulah Bandhead's 
first for Par on the Coast. Richard 
Wallace will direct. 


Whitbeck Waits for Brown 


Frank Whitbeck, slated to go east 
for Radio in the N. Y. press de- 
partment Jan. 15 will await arrival 
of Hiram Brown here before mak- 
ing final decision. Deal was prac- 
tically set but Whitbeck now wants 
to talk contract. 


166mm. Grid Bally 
A 16mm. play-by-play film of the 
USC-Tulane game is being used as 
an outdoor plug for ‘Lysistrata’ at 








and Edwin J. Benyon, New York, 
313,000. 
Just Debts 

Wm. Morris agency claims $9,875, 
and L. E. Behymer, coast impres- 
ario, $1,600. They owe Harry Deff 
$1,000 for a sketch; Alles Printing 
Co., Los Angeles, $744 for posters; 
Catherine Cushing, $400 royalty; 
Magnew Lake, $370, music arrang- 
ing; John Holland, $300, dance les- 
sons. They owe $2,100 to Milton 
Bernard, New York attorneys, and 
$2,509 to other legal firms, Amostly 
on the Coast. 

Sisters owe $2,794 for auto repairs, 
and Rosetta owes a $950 balance on 
a car she was buying in New Ro- 
chelle. Other joint obligations come 
to $3,050. 

Individually, Vivian and Rosetta 
Owe $6,850 for medical attention in 
various parts of the world. Clothes 
not yet paid for come to $2,277. 
Vivian has $3,086 more on her own 
account, and Rosetta $2,006, includ- 
ing a $500 telephone bill in New 
York. 


George Monroe Ill 


Atlantic City, Jan. 11. 

George Monroe, musical comedy 
comedian, is reported seriously ill at 
the Atlantie Shores hospital in 
Somers Point, N. J. He is 70 years 
old and has been in poor health for 
Several months. 

Monroe has been a resident of 
Somers Point for the Jast 11 years, 
and had been active in politics, 
serving one councilmanie term. His 


last Broadway appearance was in 


the * ¢ : 5 —— - 
he ‘Passing Show’ in 1915. 


the Carthay Circle. William Arms 
lof American Broadcasting Co. made 
ithe film and screens it on a bally- 
i}hoo bus. 





Wing Slides Out 
Ward Wing is out at Metro as di- 
rector, He was on shorts, then 
tests. 


Legit Testees 
Warners considering parts for two 
legit players. Ian Keith may ger 
a lead with Kay Francis; Christian 
Rub got a test on general principles. 


Indie Feature Delayed 
Waiting for story okay from Lon- 
don set Larry Darmour’s next fea- 


ture back a little further. Two 
more Mickey McGuires go in be- 
fore ‘Street of Shadow.’ 

Eleanor O'’Reily has joined the 
Lyons & Lyons office. Had been 
operating an agency with Jessie 


Wadsworth. 





Par-DeMille? 
Paramount warming up to C. B. 
DeMille again. Conferences with 
B. P. Schulberg suggest his return 
to the old home lot. 





U’s German Footage 
Universal purchased 
and Flames.’ German-made feature 
brought back by Paul Kohner, and 
will refilm it here, using the exterior 


‘basis for a new story. Luls Trenker 
lone of the leads, will be imported. 
Eddie Cahn directs starting Jan. 20. 
Arnold Fanck, who directed ‘Moun- 
jtains,’ may come over here for one 
at J. 
Saie’s $70,000 . 
Two more features at a salary of 
e " if - rp 
}$35,000 each for Chie Sale at WE. 





| presh, 


| 


| 


war scenes from the original as the | 


| thew 
‘Mountains } 


20 Dec. Days of Rain 


* * . 
Put Crimp in Frisco 
San Francisco, Jan. 11. 
Approximately 20 days of rain 
during December slashed theatre 
and store biz to an appreciable de- 
gree and the folding of many shops 


Paris Freak Night Spots Evict 
Hoboes From Their Squalid Dens 





is expected, 

Merchants counted on the holiday 
season as a shot in the arm for 
drooping grosses, but four straight 
days of rain Christmas Week kept 
many customers home. Period of 
retrenchment, emphasizing the de- 
is now On more than éver. 





NOTHING BUT TROUBLE 
FOR CAUTIOUS ARCHER 


7 


Hollywood, Jan il. 


almost severed at the wrist. 


Jack Archer, coast rep for Don- | 
aldson, stayed home New Year's | 
Eve for fear of accidents. Result | 
is he's still home, with one iii, 

' 


While Bob Crosby was calling on 
the Archers, Jack went next door to 
scatter some New Year wishes. His 
wife’s screaming brought him back 
on the run, to learn that a burglar 
had just marched her and Crosby 
around the house, 

Just then the burglar opened the 
door, a drunk with revoiver in hand. 
Jack swung at him, but the drunk 
collapsed, and Archer’s hand went 
through the glass door. 

Emergency dressing of the hand 
was later redone to make sure the 
music man would not be perma- 
nently crippled. His heart stopped 
beating during the second dressing. 





The Bowery 


(Continued from page 1) 


of coffee and a sinker in the Broad- 
way sector. 

Yet the proud white collarites, 
waiting for hours to get their small 
tankard of tepid java, will fight 


Coach Goes Prima 


Son Francisco, Jan. 11. 
prima 
be- 


the air 


Getting’ a stroke of 


donna-ism a few hours 


for his was due on 
ina 
Hioward Jones l Ss. Cc. foot 
NBC 


a lot of headaches last 





work interview, 


coast net 
1] COmt h ,uavVe execs 
week, 

Jones and Bernie Bierman 
Tulane coach, were duesto be 
Angeles by 


interviewed in Los 





Lloyd Yoder, NBC publicity 
director, stationed here NBC 
finally sold Jones the idea of 


plenty California hospitality to 
Southern 
through an air chat. 
When Yoder started 
questions at Jones, the 
answers he could get 
monosyllable grunts and vague 
predictions, 


| 
his opponents | 
firing | 
best | 


were 











'6 Months’ Pledge Taken 


By Will Morrissey Who 
Talks Too Much Stewed 


Will 
last week for 


did the different 


Will Morrissey 
He took 
pledge, for a six-month stretch. 

The gala 
Malachy’s 


street 


Morrissey 
as a 
the 


citizen or comedian. 


affair happened at St. 
West 47th 


have printed 


Church on 
where they 


pledge forms for 
rissey. 


guys like Mor- 
After an ex-souse signs he 
is permitted to take the card away 
with him for exhibition 
amongst non-believers. 
Some men take the pledge every 
time they up, but it’s not a 


purposes 


sober 





shy of the Bowery until the last. 
Such is the reputation of the hobo 
boulevard that the white coliar 
has to be pretty frayed before the 


unfortunates will step out of the 
precincts of bright lights into the 
haunts of forgotten men. Resuit 


is that the Bowery is taking care 
of fewer men than in years, tho 
that may sound unbelieveable. 

Nobody can say what cost in self- 
respect the white collarites pay 
when finally they drift into the 
Bowery missions that have been 
taking care of the unfortunates for 
years and know that a down-ani- 
outer needs nourishment for the 
soul as well as the stomach. 

Building Up Morale 

A lot of the advice given to in- 
dividuals in the Bowery mission and 
outposts of poverty may not be so 
practical for men with empty poc- 
kets, but it does sometimes have 
an invigorating effect on morale. 

Men with no friends, money, or 
job, respond to the friendliness of 
sympathetic inquiry into their cir- 
cumstances. What the Bowery is 
applying is nothing more nor less 
than the technique of modern 
psychoanalysis. Dr. Carleton Simon 
dean of the Bowery soul-peepers, 
gives as much as a fuil hour to an 
individula interview with these men. 
That's on the first visit. Later the 
chats have to be briefer. 

Those in charge of the Bowery 
refuges are wise to the bums and 
waste as little time as possible on 
these congenital neer-do-wells. They 


quickly recognize the non-pan- 
handlers. But it’s still the Bowery 
to the uptowners and a class dis- 


tinction that only abject destitution 
can break down, For many of these 
white collarites have themselves 
been panhandled in more prosperols 
days by those with whom they must 
rub shoulders if they seek the route 
to the notorious street of hopeless 
men, 

Last Friday night when the usual 
cireling lines were slowly moving 
in Times Square — When shiver- 
ing, eoatless men were drinking 
coffee from the back of trucks 








in the sleet—the boys downtown 
were indoors, 

Sitting in the ’confessional’ and 
listening to the stories of three 
men; one of whom had earned as 
ihigcn 2s $300 a week and had studied 
for the clergy; another who had 
served with the British army, and 
i third who had seen service with 


ithe U.S. at 


Chateau Thierry. One 


common occurrence with Morrissey. 
It’s his first pledge. He is thinking 


of it that way now, also trying 
to figure how long is six months 
ahead when you are looking six 
months ahead, Quite awhile, Will 
states, 

This pledge thing finally got to 
Morrissey when he heard about 
talking off side to friends, when 
stewed. One day last week when 


informed that the night before he 
had spoken to a prospective angel 
for a new Morrisey show as though 
he never wanted to see him again, 
Morrissey reflected. And further 
being informed he never would 
again see the bankroll fellow, Will 
had to find a way out, to protect 
the next chump with dough. 

That explains Morrissey's 
pledge. 


first 


Dry Agent Sloughed 


Tacoma, Wash., Jan. 11. 

John Stickles, former undercover 
man for prohi agents received a 
jolt of four years at McNeil Island 
hoosegow and Graham Johnson 
former regular prohi agent, was 
given three years at the same hotel 
by Federal Judge Cushman. 

Both men were found guilty of 
assisting in the operation of a $50,- 
000 still near here. Users of their 
stuff hoped they would be given life. 





speediest and most certain measure 
to divert the near derelict from for- 
ever being lost. 


The first two men did not drink, 
one even refraining from tobacco. 
The third lad, who had been over 


the top, did both and was the only 
retaining a broad grin through 
the private cross-examinaiton. 

rhe second man was jike a mil- 
lion others. He from London 
after the war only to find that there 
was little or no work, good times 
or bad, for a spindler in this coun- 
try. So he turned bussboy until 
a month when he lost his job 
and had to take to the subway and 


one 


came 


ago 


the Times Square breadlines. 
The Irishman was the most in- 
teresting and forceful of the three 


who, incidentally, were conceded by 
the manager of the haven to be the 


most intelligent that have come to 
his attention in some time. On one 
phase he had this to say, ‘No, I 


lon't go to a 
and keep warm. 


theatre just to sleep 
When I want to de 





sitting would convince any normal] 
ind intelligent man that the work of 


he analyst in the Bowery is the 


that I go to Union There 
I read 


thing. 


Cooper 


and it doesn’t cost me any- 


+ 


| sembled 


;}quented of 


Jan. 1. 
and an 


Paris, 
Modernization of Paris 


increasing number of night clubs in 





cellars, are driving the homeless 
and destitute out of their accus- 
tomed habits, and they can he seen 
in increasing numbers on the 
streets, or, during the cold days, 


sages. 


The picture house of Les Miracles 


as well as the building of aft- 
ernoon daily L,/Intransigeant are 
erected on what was once a vacant 


piece of Miracles 


Court, 


ground, styled 
where Paris 
under. the 


beggars as- 
authority of a 
kind of king, and lived according 
to their own laws with practically 
no interference from the police. 

Having been chased long ago from 
that spot, they had mostly fre- 
late the Place Maubert 
on the Left Bank, in the neighbor- 
hoods of which there are plenty of 
dumps where daylight never 
tered and men slept in squalor. The 
health departmert, having ordered 
the wreckers to start work on the 
blind alleys composing this part 
of the city, the homeless have been 
driven further out, and are haunt- 
ing abandoned houses somewhere in 
the neighborhood of the Cite Uni- 
versitaire, the new studenc quarter. 
They have turned into a new kind 
of Cour des Miracles a blind alley 
of the vicinity, and live in a kind of 
little republic. 
Those with a feeling of independ- 
ence use to sleep in abandoned cel- 
lars of disused houses, a great many 
of which can be found in the Mont- 
parnasse quarter, but these cellars 
are increasingly turned into night 
clubs. Latest addition is Les 
Clochards, with Lucienae Boyer as 
main talent. ~*lace is so named be- 
cause opening it meant turning out 
of the cellar a great many of the 
homeless habitues, ‘clochard’ being 
the French equivalent of ‘hobo.’ 
Though vagrancy is a supposed 
misdeameanor, the police are very 
lenient, especially due to slump and 
season. 


en- 





Wm. Gilcher a Meanie, 
Says Wife’s Split Suit 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 


Wife of William Henry Gilcher, 
musical contractor and former mus- 
ical director at First National 
studio, is off him for extreme cruel- 
ty. 

Edythe Gilcher charges that her 
husband told her she was too dumb 
to go any place except the kitchen, 
and that her only amusement was a 
picture show once in several weeks. 
Also he stamped on her foot, 
choked her, called her bad names, 
and accused her of having a lover. 

Divorce suit filed for the wife by 
Att'y Sam Wolf also names the Se- 
curity First National Bank to fore- 
stall Gilcher’s possible withdrawal 
of an account said to be over $5,000, 
Other community property includes 
notes for $14,750. 

Mrs. Gilcher says her 
can earn $800 a month. 


husband 





MARRIAGES 


Una Merkel, film actress, to Ronal 


L; Burla, non-pro, in Tia Juana, 
Mex., Jan. 1. 

Genevieve Silverman to Jack 
Stewart, in Hollywood, Jan. 1. 


Bridegroom is a radio singer. 

Faith Cole McLean to Lt. J. L. 
Moody, U. 8S. Marine Corps, at 
Shanghai, China, Jan. 5. Mrs. Moody 
is the former wife of Douglas Mc- 


Lean, picture star. 
Rosemary Ames to Berit Alexan- 
der Meyer in London Jan. 6. Miss 


Ames is an American actress. groom 
a London theatrical producer. 

Claire Barbara Anderson of South 
Manchester, Conn., to Harry New- 
combe, last September. Groom is 
a radio announcer. 

Mike Garrity, assis‘ant manager 
Orpheum, Francisco, married 
Esther Aga, non-pro, in that city. 

Donna Earl of ‘Grand Hotel’ toa 
Fred Calvin, p.a. for Belasco & Cur- 


San 


ran, Jan. 9%, in Los Angeles, 


BIRTHS» 

















| Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ogden Stew- 


art, sof lan. 5, in New York, 
Mr and Airs. Irving Shifrin, son, 
‘Dec. 26. Father is a p.a. with RKO, 
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Miami 
By Beach Comber 


Some of the cheaper night clubs 
now proclaim no couvert charge. 
Substituting a minimum fee for ale 
and so forth. 


Harold Bell Wright and the Mrs. 
took a motor trip through the Ever- 
glades and then continued on to Ja- 
maica and Cuba. 


Harry Santley, son of the musical 
comedy producer, is having a time 
of it on the beach. Joe, his dad, 
may come down later, 


Winston Churchill and a party of 
five will drop in at the Roney Plaza 
to obtain a sunburn and Winston 
will do some lecturing. 


Mr. and Mrs. Otis Wiese are at 
the Nunnally Johnsons. Otis is the 
26-year-old editor of ‘McCall’s’ mag- 
azine. He’s getting the usual sun- 
tan. 


Although the girls on the beaches 
look more nude than ever this win- 
ter, it’s really nothing more than an 
illusion. There just isn’t anything 
more to take off. 


Mickey Walker and Max Schmel- 
ing have wired some of their Miami 
Beach pals to line up training quar- 
ters, so it looks as though the Feb- 
ruary fight may be set. 

Tamara, featured singer at the 
Club Lido, ran into one of her pals. 
Mildred Brown, now Mrs. Laurence 
Schwab, team it all over the beach 
and look more alike than 80% of the 
sister acts. 


New Year’s Eve was big in the 


supper clubs. Several reported 
business above last year. Lido is 
doing a nice business so Frank 


Garlasco may have been right about 
opening earlier. 


Frank Ford is on hand for the 
opening of the Embassy club Jan. 12 
with Rex Reynolds along to help. 
Chick Endor and Charley Farrell 
are featured in the floor show with 
Henry King’s band. 


Cinderella ballroom’s second an- 
nual marathon dance is beginning 
to pack ’em. Last winter’s try was 
a@ wow and when this year’s started 

en bout 20 professionals were in the 
60 couples making the whirl. 


Frank Bruen’s Tropical Park isn’t 
turning into a gold mine. Public 
here is very much sold on Joe Wid- 
ener’s palace to the thoroughbred 
out at Hialeah and the winter rac- 
ing season opens when Widener 
takes the latch off his front gate 
and not before. 


Annual war on gambling has 
started and all of the county, state 
and city officials have penned im- 
portant statements announcing their 
earnest and complete ‘co-operation’ 
to stamp out the evil, etc. They 
still forget to add with whom they 
are going to co-operate. 


Eddie O’Hare here arranging for 
the opening of the Miami Beach 
Kennel club later in the month. In- 
ternational Greyhound ass’n will try 
out an innovation this winter, 
starting the hounds from a harness 
rather than a box. The dogs will 
be in sight all the time this way. 

James Buchanan and Charley 
Cheeley, Paramount newsreel men, 
scooped the world when they got 
John D. Rockefeller to make his 
first talk for the camera in more 
than two years. John D. wished 
the world well and predicted the re- 
turn of prosperity. Then, as the 
boys cut off the sound, John D. 
reached into his pocket for his usual 
dimes—but his pocket was empty. 

The week’s big laugh: the elite 
around Coral Gables donned red 
coats and snappy breeches, clam- 
bered aboard horses and rode to an 
appointed spot for a fox hunt. 
After a thorough census it was dis- 
covered that the fox was there and 
all the hunters, plus one throaty 
bugler, but nary a hound. As fox 
hunting etiquette demands that the 
hounds lead the chase, the elite 
Sadly released the fox and post- 
poned the hunt, 


New England 


Charlie Starrett hails from Athol, 
Mass. 

‘Merchant of Venice’ barred as 
study subject in Manchester, N. H., 
public schools, 

Million-dollar fire in Dover, N. H., 
damaged the Strand theatre as well 
as other buildings. 

Muriel Searle, of Laconia, N. H., 
said by friends to be a dead ringer 
ed Rudy Vallee. She’s a musicker, 
00. 





Mass., theatre man- 
agers mustn't distribute circulars 
from house to house, town fathers 
so rule. 

Fire destroyed a four-story block, 
including the Johnson Opera house, 
at Gardiner, Me. The second mys- 
terious fire there within a week. 

Canobie Lake Park, Salem, N. H., 
recently sold for a small fraction of 
its cost, reopens next summer. Pat- 
rick J. Holland, of Lawrence, Mass., 
the purchaser, 

Lynn police squad rounds up all 
unsold copies of a Broadway mag 
after a howl by a sanctimonious 
dealer. Ban reported in other Mas- 

sachusetts cities, too. 

Manchester, N. H., managers, re- 
cently given the right to present 
Sunday shows, wen their fight fora 





lower Sunday license fee. Fee is 
now a half cent per seat instead of 
one cent. 

Alexander Kirkland has a snuff- 
box presented to his grandfather, 
the late Admiral Kirkland, when the 
latter represented the U. S. at the 
opening of the Kiel canal. Lid is 
set with 28 diamonds. Special act 
of Congress was passed to allow 
the Admiral to accept the gift. 





Reno 





Heaviest December snow in years. 
Three suicides here during past 
month attributed to losses in gam- 
bling games. 

Jack Dempsey opens training 
quarters and boxes daily before 
crowd that jams gym. 

William Woodburn, former U. 8S. 
attorney, directing plans for Demp- 
sey’s ‘comeback’ fight here. 

Just 4,248 divorce decrees granted 
in 1931 and 5,224 marriage licenses 
issued breaks all previous records. 
J. C. Durham, county commission- 
er, heads business men’s committee 
to promote Dempsey-Carnera fight. 
Governor Balzar preparing copy 
for book defending Nevada's ultra- 
liberal laws and customs. He will 
publish it himself with financial aid 
of friends. 

Mary C. Poindexter, daughter of 
Hayward Upchurch, former theatri- 
cal man of North Carolina, obtained 
divorce from Henry B. Poindexter 
North Carolina aviator. 

Paulette Goddard James, former 
‘Follies’ girl and once winner of a 
Florida bathing beauty contest, filed 
divorce suit against Edward W. 
James, Southern lumber magnate. 
Tahoe Tavern, famous Lake 
Tahoe resort that went broke last 
fall, has been leased and will be 
opened late in January for winter 


sports season. Bondholders now 
run it. 
Edyth Totten, New York play- 


wright, expects to file divorce suit 
in féw days. She is writing new 
play while here entitled ‘Thornback,’ 
meaning an unmarried woman 
over 30. 





Easton, Pa. 


Eight film houses now open here 
with about 8,000 seats. 

Slot machines must go, says the 
new sheriff, Charles Unangst. 
Colonial and Lyric, Allentown 
waging vaude battle and using a 
lot of space in papers. 

New Year’s Eve celebration in 
Lehigh Valley about the same as 
last year. All reservations in hotels 
taken. 

New 4d. a., Herbert F. Laub, also 
promises clean up. War on road- 
houses and racketeers, Entire new 
county detective force appointed. 
City got enough publicity in the 
international bomb plot. Reporters 
from all New York, Philadelphia 
and other met papers flocked here, 
as well as newsreel cameramen, 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 











Sam Seplowin married on New 
Year's Eve. 

Al Goodman now known as two- 
punch Goodman. 

Bill Raynor has a nice new shiny 
car. No dents yet. 

Dave Rubinoff was in town to see 
his mother and brother. 

Bud Harris threw a Xmas party 
for the Publix managers. 

Roy Kalver flew to Milwaukee. 
Marty Rose kept him company. 

Leonard Shecter~returns from a 
six-week visit with relatives in 
England, 

Chick Johnson expects to become 
a proud parent this month for the 
second time. 

Local millionaires threw parties 
like the old days when the ‘Follies’ 
were in town. 

Bernie Sobel arranged a broad- 
cast for the ‘Follies’ company here, 
and then got nervish while speak- 
ing. 

Nate Platt got some cigars from 
one of the boys. Almost threw it in 
the alley as it was in a nickle-type 
box. 

Panhandlers have been working 
the local theatres with any name on 
the bill due for the tear-jerking 
routine, 

Evelyn Cleunes, beauty of the 
Film Bldg., gave up voice training 
because she wasn't chesty enough 
for a prima, 

Virginia Allen, one of the Fox 
dancing teachers here, waited till 


after Xmas, then relaxed with 
bronchitis in the hosp. 
Bill Blakely, ass’t mgr. of the 


Downtown, has had his confidence 
restored by the vaude policy. He's 
getting married in Feb. 

Jack Pearl was the guest of Henry 
Ford, who had his chauffeur deliver 
Pearl to one of the local synagogues. 
Ford saw the ‘Follies,’ the first show 
he’s seen here in four years, 





HATTER 





Jules Kendler in town last week. 
Leon Leonidoff in town for a brief 
stay. 

Ben Bernie entertaining his son, 
Jason. 

Al Ritz, of the brothers, ran into 
the flu here. 

Ruby (Jolson) Keeler 
for the holidays. 

Texas Guinan will probably blow 
out any day now. 
Al Steffes and 
friends once more. 
Charlie Hogan again being pushed 
around by a tailor. 

Here it’s 1932 and Jack Waldron 
is still doing a single. 

Stone and Lee jumped to New 
York on an RKC call. 

Raccoon coat is now carrying 
Nettie Lozowick around. 

Rhoades Newbell steps in as the 
new p.a. for Kennaway. 

Will Horowitz parades cafes as if 
he were the head waiter. 

Jack Horwits’ debut on the air 
started something around town. 
Harry Beaumont may join War- 
ner theatres in a managerial post. 
Jolson brought the College Inn a 
new high for its theatrical nights. 
Charlie Daniels, of Villa Moret, 
hopped in from Hollywood for a few 
days. 

Johnny Joseph enrolled as a com- 
muter to St. Louis and points all 
around. 

Eddie Lambert jumped from Hol- 
lywood to join the F-M unit at the 
Chicago. 

‘Doc’ Ingraham has been invited 
back to the Stadium, but he is 
shaking his head at the offer. 

Now the rumor is that the 
Aschers are negotiating for the loop 
Garrick for a grind vaude policy. 
Nate Blumberg whisked through. 
Now even cafeterias around town 
are getting perfumed pineapples. 
Bill Pine and Louie Lipstone went 
to Cleveland to talk it over with 
Cantor and Jessel about the Chicago 
date. 

Flock of sickness on the row last 
week. Laid up Max Balaban, Dave 
Dubin, Felix Mendelsohn and Henry 
Herbel. 

Dorothy Gulman now publicity 
director for the Morrison hotel, hav- 
ing left Frank Bering and his Sher- 
man house. 

Sam Bramson celebrated New 
Year’s dawn by smacking another 
car. He wasn’t scratched, but Ella 
Gordon has a couple of souvenirs, 


was here 


Sol Meltzer are 





‘San Francisco 





Jackie Cooper vacationed here 
last week. 

Eddie Janis here and then briefly 
to the northwest. 

Bob Harvey, FWC publicity chief 
here, at home ill. 

Joe E. Brown here for rehearsals 
of ‘Square Crook.’ 

Mary Wigman goes into the Tiv- 
oli Opera house Jan. 30. 

Fred Johnson, drama ed of ‘Call- 
Bulletin,’ married two years. 

Edith Bristol, former picture ed of 
‘Call-Bulletin,’ now a feature writer. 

Belmont dog track biz is up again 
with the closing of the Tanforan 
saucer. 

Bandits stuck up Russell Fillmore 
of ‘Topsy and Eva’ troupe for $38 
and a watch. 

Sherman Little, prof. manager of 
Sherman, Clay Co., suffering with a 
flock of boils. 

Bill Wren, city ed Hearst’s ‘Ex- 
aminer,’ remarried to his former 
wife, Helen Rolph Wren, in Los 
Angeles. 

Annual local dog show set for 
Jan. 30 under direction of Irving 
Ackerman, Ackerman’s hobby is 
still dogs. 

Bill McStay, now press chief for 
the Dollar Line, is giving advice to 
organizations interested in minstrel 
shows. No cost, 

Faith McLean, divorced wife of 
Douglas McLean, reported married 
to Lieut. J. L. Moody in Shanghai. 
Moody is brother-in-law to Helen 
Wills Moody. 

Dick Spier, of Paramount, now 
known as Herr. Result of lawsuit 
launched against him by a_ book 
concern in Germany. Spier is owner 
of fine first edition library. 

Annual Chinese-Japanese football 
game scheduled for this month 
called off because of Manchurian 
trouble. Affair usually forces series 
of polite apologies anyway. 





Tacoma 





Nearby resorts fared badly New 
Year’s Eve. 

Pi.no salesmen now selling wash- 
ing machires, 

Two for one ticket sales at week- 


ly fights not helping much, but 
bringing the femes. 
Local radio station sold New 


Years greetings. to business men. A 
good spiel was promised. 


Local sheriff doesn’t like local 





Federals. Won't let them use his 





jail for prisoners. Local city police 
not so particular. 

‘Shopping News,’ local burnup for 
Gaily press, carries mostly its own 
ads. Caused glee among pavement 
pounders for regular dailies. 

Edith Ransome, famed for her 
‘Tondejeyo’ in ‘White Cargo,’ ac- 
cused of stealing $185 from baris- 
ter’s desk. Better known here by 
sensational suits she has filed. 

Large hotel called off New Year's 
celebration and canceled 300 res- 
ervations. Feared liquor might 
might cause placing Yale on front 
door. Speaks did big counter busi- 
ness and pocket peddlers of small 
bottles reported action. 


Fort Wayne 


By Robert Baral 





Old Fort Players organize. 

Relatives are entertaining Fannie 
Brice. 

Pro basketball again holding at- 
tention here. 

Bill Hall moves his airport over 
to municipal field. 

Dick Morenus to Chicago for new 
radio publicity work. 

Sunny Schick getting a work-out 
attending conventions. 

Louis Pike now doing organ pro- 
grams at New Maumee theatre. 

Nickel Plate moves Chicago of- 
fices to city with some new execu- 
tives. 


Gus Horstmeyer, ‘Journal-Ga- 
zette’ foreman, raving for more 
passes. 


Julian Falk now opens and closes 
the Paramount — made chief of 
service. 

M. Marcus in town for a few days 
with the new Mrs., and receiving 
congratulations, 

Mallers Brothers remodeling old 
Capitol theatre, adding another 
neighborhood to their chain. 

Bernard Sobel stopped off here 
for a short visit with relatives. 
Heading for Chicago and ‘Follies.’ 





Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 


Carl Biron back in harness. 


Gayety using newspaper ads 
again. 

Max B. Slott now Warner district 
manager. 


The Ship, Bluemound roadhouse, 
damaged by fire. 

Ralph Thayer made manager for 
Warners in Kenosha, 

‘Green Pastures’ will try the Da- 
vidson for two weeks. 

Chas. Loewenberg has succeeded 
Howard Herzog as Fox mgr. 

John Meara and Jimmy McCoy 
partners in new publicity offices. 

Chas. Fox, theatrical manager, 
seeking pardon from Leavenworth. 

Six-day bike riders trained in 
Gimbel windows. And drew plenty 
of eyes. 

Dennis O’Connor, clerk of mar- 
riage license bureau, reports less 
permits taken out in ’31 than at any 
time since 1918. 

Stench bombings continue in non- 
union houses. For good measure 
somebody uncorked a bottle in a 
theatre where no dispute was in 
progress. 





Providence 


Bill Lovett around. 

Lea Duhamel recuperating. 

Fred Lovett now in Woonsocket. 

Jack Hobby back at the Victory. 

Bomb outrages have quieted 
down, 

Dancehall racket very much in 
the red. 

Maurice 
State organ. 

Dick Farrell can’t keep away from 
Providence. 

Bill Deubach is that way about 
his automobile radio. 

Billy McDermott still insisting he 
is a good ad writer. 

Majestic continues with its dou- 
ble features, Barney Fay asserting 
it’s best way to pile grosses. 


Galveston 


By George A. Seel 


continues at Loew’s 








Here Rogers playing Winter Gar- 
den, Beaumont. 

Mill McFarland’s orch at Forrest 
club, Beaumont. 

Booster’s club will book a carnival 
for Mardi Gras celebration Feb. 6-9. 

Robert E. Lee and his Confeder- 
ates at the Edson hotel, Beaumont. 

Sam Maceo opened Hollywood 
briefly for New Year’s with Wesley 
Barry's orchestra, 

German battleship, first German 
warship to visit Texas since before 
the war, will also Mardi Gras, 

seach will inaugurate Easter Sun- 
day Sunday, March 27 this year, in- 
stead of mid-April as formerly. 

Harley Sadler, tent theatre under 
Shriner auspices, present Jan. 18. 
They cleaned up town last year, 

Jake Schwarz books Los Angeles 
Night Hawks for his M. and M. 
night club in Houston. Jack Elliott 
m. ¢. 


Cleveland a 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Cafe Budapest folds. 

Cal De Voll has a new chune, 
Pinky Hunter laid up by laringytis, 
More legit weeks dark than open, 


Paul Herman's Cadets move j 
Green Parrott. _ 


Closing of three dept. stores let 
1,000 clerks out. 

Jack Spectar, in State’s band, now 
tooting lullabies. 

Burns and Allen 
Paramount shorts. 

Cops frown on heavy cooching in 
Cameo’s burlesk circuses, 

Inez Wallace revives series of 
yarns on old time film stars. 

Lynn Estwood rehearsed here be« 
fore opening in Detroit stock. 

Jerry O’Connell stays away from 
gin parties to save his nerves. 

Al Gregg hired to help Harry 
Keller plug Cantor-Jessel here. 

Angela Vacca, of Plaza Club, 
razzed for smashing her taxi-car. 

Jan Carlson held over another 
five weeks by Shadyside Gardens. 

James Hall, film actor, politely 
ignored by scribes while at Palace, 

Husk O’Hare sends out as many 
ballyhoo telegrams as Jimmy Wal- 
ker. 

Not an 


will do more 


original publicity gag 


thought up by local boys this sea- 
son. 

James Smith, Dr. Rockwell's 
secretary, married to Buffalo none 
pro. 

Midnight screenings keeping the 
cricks and managers from getting 
sleep. 


Livingston Lanning now scribe 
bling copy for Palace besides mans 


aging. 

Mickey McCaffery’s daughter is 
named after Helen Kane, her god- 
mother, 


Why doesn’t Franky Hines make 
his ‘personals’ on newspaper row 
any more? 

Are Warner’s going to do some- 
thing about the theatre option on 
old Higbee store? 

Ted Black and Isham Jones alter- 
nating bands at Golden Pheasant 
for rest of season. 

They say that Robert S. Stephan, 
radio crick, even tries to sing a la 
Crosby in his sleep. 

Milton Bryer, formerly at Cameo, 


new manager of Windameer, Suc-« 
ceeds Frank Greenwald. 
Bradley Players booked into 


Loew’s Granada and Alhambra, so 
Sam Bradley got a haircut. 

James H. Rogers, Peedee’s music 
critic, off for rest in California. 
Herbert Elwell pinch-hitting. 

Andy Mayo, in Horace Heidt's 
band, sealed to Florence Platt, dan- 
cer, with Heidt best-manning. 

‘Nobody’s Business,’ sketch by 
Harry Marshall, lawyer, put on in 
Loew's nabes by stock troupe. 

Mary Wigman’s dance _ recital 
drew SRO to Severence Hall, but 
nobody could compre her stuff. 

Doc. Rockwell talked 10 minutes 
long distance to Syracuse U medie¢ 
cal studes before discovering it was 
a gag. 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ here two 
days, due back at Public Music 
Hall after Chicago run, Booked by 
couple of local lawyers. 


Kansas City 


Will R. Hughes 





Frank Dean appointed receiver for 
the Hotel President. 

Reported that spring racing meet 
opens May 11 or 18. 

Gertrude Hayes is new member of 
the Gayety stock burlesque. 

Johnny Johnson’s band in the 
Plantation Grill, Hotel Muehlebach, 
for a week. 

Gardner Wilson has been trans- 
ferred to Omaha to look after the 
Orpheum’s publicity. 

‘Ace’ and Jane, the ‘Easy Aces,’ 
took time between broadcasts in 
Chicago to visit the home town. 

Warners has had four city mane 
agers here in the last few weeks. 
Bill Warner is the last, and expected 
to stay. 

Seth Parker and crew will play a 
return date here, a mat only, Jan. 
17. Prices lower than for the first 
engagement. 

"va Lang, who made her debut 
with a Woodward stock troupe here 
in 1904, returns to the stage after a 
long retirement, and again with 
Woodward. 


Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 





WCSH receiving annual panning. 
Scott Kolk recently here vacae 
tioning. 
‘Student 
from start. . 
Mae Edwards Players back again 
at the Jefferson. 
P. J. Storey re-elected head of 
Portland Musicians’ association. , 
Pedita Huston, former ‘Express 
critic, doing publicity for Playhouse. 
Florence Abrams in auto mix-up 
on way from Portland to Hollywood. 
Playhouse stock reopened. Neil 
suckley and Paula McLean new 
leads, 
Doris Smith, cashier Colonial thes 
atre, Hallowell, wed to Boston en- 
gineer, 


Prince’ audiences poor 
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Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Claire Madjette at Eddie Klein's 
Tavern. 

Herzl] Amdur back home after 
Fanchon-Marco tour. 

Stanley is to have permanent 
chorus of 16 next week. 

Sammy Walsh off for the big town 
to m.c. at the Strollers club. 

Aileen Dennison, <he blues singer, 
and her appendix have parted. 

Jim Sharkey’s first New Year's 
Eve on the wagon. Doctor's orders. 


Mrs. Jerome Katz, directing ‘Y’ 
Children’s theatre, a niece of Al 
Woods. 

Allen Scott lecturing before clubs 
three and four times a day on 
‘Electra.’ 

Lynn Morrow latest radio ed to 
go on the air interviewing men- 


about-town. 

Jackie Heller and Sunny O'Dea, 
both locals, with the Benny Davis 
act at the Penn. 

Ace Berry, former div. mgr. here 
for Stanley-Warner, now running 
the Aris in Erie. 

Don Stitt has quit banjoing to be- 
come a manager for one of those 
WB touring units. 


Marion Zallou, with ‘Smiling 
Through,’ loca] stock favorite more 
than 25 years ago. 

Town looking forward to Mayor 
Kline’s trial Jan. 19 on charges of 
misdemeanor in office. 

Oscar Levant’s marriage in N.Y. 


to Barbara Mae Smith no surprise 
to pianist's friends here. 
Bob Alton east again for Skouras, 


leaving Jerry Mayhall in full charge 
of local WB production. 

Maybe George Kaufman got som¢ 
ideas when he had a political job in 
the Comptroller's office here. 


Anne Ford ciaims that line from 
Chi in ‘Variety’ last year about her 
writing a book was just a ~"g. 

Miss Clark (Barnett and Clark) 
giving Buddy Rogers dancing les- 
sons back stage between shows. 

Vera Marsh, held over at the 
Stanley, marks an ‘East Wind’ re- 
union with Joe Penner also on the 
bill. 

Bugs Baer, Russ Westover, Milt 


Gross and Duke Ellington in town 
for Hearst-WCAE dedication pro- 
gram. 

Bill Lewis, veteran drama de- 


fender, sat through ‘Strange Inter- 
lude’ for the fourth time the other 


night. 

Buddy and Francis Murphy, 
brothers, have deserted the film 
houses for KDI°A’s sustaining or- 
chestra. 


Ray Sprigle, city ed ‘Post-Gazette’ 
and Justice of Peace in Moon town- 
ship, sez he'll marry all newspaper 
men free of charge. 

Boys threw a bachelor dinner for 
Johnny Harris. He leaves for the 
Coast to marry Lucille Williams, 
screen actress, Jan. 23. 

Bobby Gillette severed his part- 
nership with Imogene Coca just be- 
fore opening here at the Show Boat 
cafe. Now working with Shirley 
Richards, 

Jimmy Dunn, here this week, has 
a warm spot in his heart for Pitts- 
burgh. He won $300 in a crap game 
when ‘Sweet Adeline’ was in town 
last year. 

Dick Powell's name listed at NBC 
and CBS as possible network talent. 

Not a cover charge nite spot in 
town save the William Penn's Pi- 
rate Hall. 





Boston 


By Len Libbey 





Taxi rate strife broadening. 

Joe Rines goes into the Met pit 
Jan. 15, conducting. 

Bootleggers advertising 
Xmas Clearance Sale.’ 

Local gang war expected again as 
result of two killings. 

Billy Payne, of the Seaglades, goes 
into the Keith-Boston. 

Humboldt theatre, as an indie, 
tries triple feature program. 

Kay Corbett, local dancing teach- 
er, sailed for the West Indies. 

Abe Savrann, syndicate cartoon- 
fst, honeymooning. Bride is a local 


‘After 


girl. 

Hotel restaurants suspect that 
patrons are carrying their own 
lunches. 


Georges Carpentier given a press 
luncheon by Mgr. Victor Morris of 
the Orpheum. 

Al Duffy, formerly local rep of 
the Shuberts, now publicity man for 
‘Cloudy With Showers.’ 

Alyce Siemens, night club enter- 
tainer, doing ‘Girl About Town’ col- 
umn for the ‘American.’ 

Lawrence Tibbett, in concert, had 
a big gathering of women, most of 
whom waited at the stage door. 

One local shop, on a good week- 
end, gets rid of 75 cases of bay 
rum, the newest depression drink, 

Lovis Weir scored a novelty for 
New England by personally manu- 
facturing a freak “aby console for 
the State. 

Lew Conrad having a glorious 
broadcasting brawl with vice-presi- 
dent No. 15 about plugging pub- 
lished numbers, 

Joe Toye, feature editorial writer 
of the Boston ‘Traveler,’ doing a 
little traveling. Taking Mrs. Toye 
to South America. 

Death of Owen Kenny last week 
removed from New England on: of 


the few remaining and badly needed 
fearless referees in the boxing game. 

Two burlesque houses, the old 
Howard and Waldron’s’ Casino, 
within a minute's walk of each 
other, both have midnight shows 
Fridays. 

Truman Carew expelled and fined 
$5,000 by th. A.F.M. for chiseling 
from his orchéstra members, 12 of 
them being fined $1,000 for having 
paid ‘tribute.’ 


‘Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Show biz in fine comeback. 

Lots of free radio plugs for Min- 
neapolis Symphony concerts. 

Don Fuller, formerly with Fox at 
Janesville, Wis., visiting friends 
here. 

WCCO dramatic stock carrying 
the flesh-and-blood drama to small 
towns. 

Cliff Perry, Minnesota 
ganist, pacing floor nightly. 
baby cries. 

John Branton, of Publix, and Al 


relief or- 
The 


Shean on Sunday hunting trip in 
north woods. 
W. W. Wittig, retired theatre 


magnate, taking life easy at winter 
country home. 

‘Cock o’ the Air’ (UA) announced 
as having world premiere at Pan- 
tages currently. 

Eugene Ormandy, back from New 
York holiday, conducting Minn. 
Symphony again. 

Harold Kaplan, Minnesota man- 
ager, sold 100% on January and 
February bookings. 

University of Minnesota basket- 
ball games drawing from 6,000 to 
9,000 at $1.50 a throw. 

Father of Martha Ostenso, author 
of “Wild Geese,” dies from injuries 
sustained in auto accident. 

About 50% less booze consumed 
during this year’s New Year than 
a year ago, say bootlegzgers. 

Big welcome dinner for Bernie 
Bierman, new Minnesota grid coach, 
upon his arrival from Tulane this 
month. 

Dan Moriarity wants change of 
venue for hearing of appeal from 
decision closing his roadhouse as 
nuisance. 

‘Journal’ tying up with Publix and 
RKO on contest to select year’s 10 
best pictures. Theatre chains do- 
nate prizes. 

‘Journal’ boasting of highest 
score received in Bryn Mawr col- 
lege newspaper research for social- 
ethical values and clean advertising. 

Dorothy Hathaway Callinagh, for- 
mer ‘Follies’ dancer, quitting Minne- 
sota music bovcth to rejoin her 
hubby, Eddie, Wisconsin theatre 
press agent, Milwaukee. 


~ Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 








Fred Toy done in oils. 

Chinese dine and dancery first. 

Ned Hastings booking Alms grill. 

Cliff Boyd checked as Chow Club 
prexy. 

Stanley Jacques tosses voice for 
laughs. 

Ed Byron and his missus differ 
in palm readings. 

Sam Wilson one of town’s ace 
collectors of erotica. 

Bill Danziger has switched from 
stocks to life insurance. 

Harry Michaelson becomes dis- 
trict manager for RKO-Pathe. 

Shubert observed Christmas week 
by serving patrons ‘Girl Crazy.’ 

Jack Hersh and Esther Coving- 
ton doing piano act on WFBE. 

Roy Haines made district man- 
ager for WB headquarters here. 

Jack Tiernan, Lyric usher since 
27, rises to ass’t mgr. of Strand. 

Hal Saunders exits as Albee lead- 
er. Stick passes to Charles Stone. 

Authorities no longer insistent 
that girls on legit stages hose their 
limbs, 

Roy H. Beattie became mer. of 
Andalus when Tom Davis leaped to 
Texas. 

Theatre boys and film salesmen 
gaming on weekly takes of first- 
run houses. 

Alexander McQueen compiling a 
local ether sheet while temporarily 
absent from mike. 

erlanger-Grand deopened Sunday 
(10) with ‘Chocolate Soldier.’ Book- 
ings for several weeks to follow. 

Sinton’s nite club, reopened dur- 
ing holidays, striving for solid oper- 
ation with music by Max Fisher. 

Cincy distinctions: High cab fare, 
reduced prices for upstairs sittings 
in cinemas, smoking permitted only 
in burlesque theatre. 

Movers broke only one record in 
shifting WFBE from Parkview to 
Sinton. Change in studio locale 
bringing ‘voice of Post’ to sets 
which never heard it before. 

Arthur Casey Productions’ second 
repertory offering at Cox is ‘A Mod- 
ern Virgin.’ On for two weeks. 
Cast includes Dortha Duckworth, 
Larry Fletcher, Freddie Sherman. 
Russell Hicks, Helen Wallace, Carl 
Brickert, May B. Hurst, Ethel Jack- 





son and George Taylor. 





CHATTER 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 





Local flatfeet to have ball, Feb. 24. 

Gene Brassil coming right along. 

Champ Schmeling in town last 
week. 

Cab Calloway will ‘Ho-de-ho’ at 
Par Jan. 15. 

Janet Cooper, soloist with Civic 
Orch Jan. 17. 

Albie Booth is picking up at Gay- 
lord Sanitorium. 

J. Douglas Mugford, 
atist, spoke here. 

Toughest job Frank O’Connell can 
imagine is loafing. 

When Bill Barry says, 
he means ‘outside.’ 

Betty Friedman has encamped in 
the old Rapp room. 


Did the Dale Sisters enjoy their 
chicken at Barney’s? 

Little theatre behind a showing of 
Powell, the magician, 

Why that mysterious trip to N. Y. 
by Kearney Walton? 

Local three sheets empty 
booking agent’s promise. 

Beatrice Weller, crayon artist, in 
Branford for illustrated talk. 

Those flash nite spots have 
crawled in again after holidays. 

Hasn't Pete Conte any socks? He 
wears those spats continuously. 

‘Deep Down in Your Heart,’ 
Barney Rapp and Gus Meyers, 

Don Cavallaro shook Murray’s 
Patio for Roger Sherman orch. 

Billy Phelps never removes his 
hat till he reaches his aisle seat. 

Is Jack Markel aways as good- 
natured as he was New Year's? 

Leave it to Al Ocamp to crash 
a dance with ‘Peaches’ Browning. 

Gilbert Parks, ad dir. for Mac- 
Fadden, addressed local Ad Club. 

Ike lost most of his Shubert crew 
when Roger Sherman went vaude. 
Eve Ross says her nine-year-old 
offspring still believes in St. Nick. 

Col. N. G. Osborn, ed. ‘Journal- 
Courier,’ celebrates golden wedding 
anni. 

How would the Silver City mayor 
get along without Charlie McBride’s 
help? 

Yale’s University theatre not 
making much noise publicly this 
season. 

John Jay Whitehead, ed ‘Putnam 
Patriot,’ died in Raleigh, N. C., 
Dec. 30. 

College reopening will bring usual 
stude practical jokes back to the 
theatres, 

No Santa for Sol Spinelli and 
Jimmie Odrich—dropped from Par 
stage band. ~ 

The Pardoll-Matthews suspense 
has reached the palpitating tele- 
gram stage. 

Queenie Smith due in ‘Little 
Racketeer,’ at Shubert, for three 
days, Jan, 14. 

Pete Loro’s teacher did such a 
good job they canned him from 
stage band and kept Pete. 

Sale of Columbia Phonograph, in 
Bridgeport, to Grigsby-Grunow of 
Chi means extra jobs for somebody. 

New stunt in exploitation links 
news ads of southern cruises with 
apparel stores selling what to wear 
while yachting, 


Long Island 


By Joe Wagner 


the dram- 


‘outside’ 


as a 


by 








Slot machine raids. 

WLBX got a temp license. 

Bill Nitschke has a protege in 
Astoria. 

Ping pong at the West Side Ten- 
nis club. 

Hollis is darn proud of Doris 
Carson, 

Victory, Bayside, now has Satur- 
day vaude. 

John T. Flynn, the graft nemesis, 
still likes Bayside. 

Charles Grutzner, Jr., doing fea- 
tures on the ‘Star.’ 

The Four Fords’ eatery in Forest 
Hills doing nicely. 

John G. Heinz just knows what 
Forest Hills wants. 

Robert Hawkins new head man at 
the RKO, Flushing. 

Harold McMahon now 
something about football. 

E. A. Mason is the bridge expert 
for the Forest Hills ‘Post.’ 

Helen Keller is happy again. 
Great Dane, Helga, is 1 - 7k. 

The Long Island Railroad has a 
poet laureate—Si Tanhauser. 

Jerry Breckenridge is the new cub 
on the North Shore ‘Journal.’ 

Dick Lee, of the ‘Record,’ spends 
much of his time in Brooklyn. 

Albert Howson in charge of the 
musicales at the Seminole club. 

William Scully, Irving Maas and 
John Jenks all like Forest Hills. 

Patchogue has adopted Herman 
Poli, pit leader at the Patchogue. 

William Hofmann, publisher of 
the ‘Press,’ feted his entire staff. 

Richard J. Ryan was in charge 
of the opening of the new Taft in 
Flushing. 

Adolph A. Weinman, Forest Hills 


knows 


Her 





sculptor, elected a member of the 





American Academy of Arts and 
Letters 

Norman Collyer, Par exec, ex- 
plains to neighbors why studios pay 
big money. 

Dale Carnegie told all his Forest 
Hills neighbors about his latest 
book on Lincoln. 

Cold weather has driven all the 
artists the city from the 
islands in Jamaica Bay. 


ack to 





Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 





Good meals in good joints for two 
bits. 

Cops worried over influx of gang- 
sters. 

Hope Emerson, 
‘Smiling Faces,’ 

Free haircuts 
every Wed. nite. 

Marriage licenses for '31 ’way off. 
Divorces increased. 

Winter’s first big snow boon to 
b, o. and merchants. 

Ed Pierce and Jack Roth told to 
be wary, it’s leap year. 

Shrine auditorium sold 
‘Crazy Quilt’ at $3 top. 

Mr. and Mrs. A, H. Blank to Hot 
Springs for two weeks, 

Al Morey, :n.c. at Paramount, de- 
veloping social] inclinations. 

Wm, Gillette in ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
for one performance Jan. 18. 

3arry Burke back from New 
York managers’ meeting. Spent the 
holidays in Dallas. 

Students of Methodist college, 
Indianola, circulating petition to 
lift ban on dancing. 

Town's class  bootlegger gets 
$2,000 fine and two years. His wife 
gets one year, one day. 

Ex-theatre men organizing com- 
mercial band to compete with 
American Legion band. 

Leota Lane’s pa and ma say it’s 
all wrong about her secret marriage 
to Crane Wilbur. Think if there is 
a hubby it would be Major Hawkins, 
backer of her picture, ‘The Red 


. Columbus 


By ‘Valt Harvest 


local gal, into 


for unemployed 


out for 








Russ Bovim heavier. 

Billy James voted best story teller 
in town. 

Beer flats drop prices to two bits 
for full quart. 

Doc Colley even working nights 
on that column. 

Bob Joseph moves. Mutual agree- 
ment, he admits. 

If Hinky Harmon’s clothes get any 
snappier he'll explode. 

Ken Tooill rejoins the theatre 
crowd at several] night events. 

Variety club gang putting on one- 
big-night a week for members only. 

Harrold Eckert ballyhoos barker 
idea, even going in for that on sta- 
tionery. 

Dorothy Sarber’s publicity tieups, 
as organist at the Grand, have the 
town gasping. 

Knickerbocker,. «.owntown grind, 
puts on amateur nites three times 
a week to standees. 

Suzanne Caubaye draws heavy 
comments on wardrobe, including 
the lightest of flimsies, 

Bill Walsh books Chevalier into 
Memorial hall, just when they 
thought the old stock beating had 
Walsh licked. 

The old Southern theatre, play- 
ing second runs, hits top money 
with standees every Sunday. They 
laughed when they reopened it. 


Portland, Ore. 


Ben Erway is new leading man 
with Dufwin stock. 

Joe Tenner and band for a run at 
the Music Box. Band policy new at 
that house. 

Pop Cameron, vaude veteran, met 
on old playmate in Tusko, the burg’s 
useless elephant. 

Heilig (now dark) had two-day 
booking of Yushny’s Russian ‘Blue 
Bird’ revue at $2.50 top. Clicked for 
nice business. 

Walter Seigfried and Louis B. 
Christ doing fairly with their new 
stock troupe at the Dufwin. Nite 
top is six bits, a new low for the 


fan ok 


Artie Fox moved to Sioux City. 

Three act vaude bill started new 
year at the Stuart. 

Lincoln theatre may open after 
six months’ disuse. 

Skip Dean is trying a comeback 
with his own show. 

Art Babich in the Stuart pit with 
a 12-piece orchestra, 

Maxie Schmelling sneers at 50% 
for an exhibition here. 

Construction on KFAB’s new 25,- 
000 watt station begins soon. 

Nick Paper's $3,000,000 suit for 
violation of Sherman Anti-Trust 

















still in the courts. 


Washington 


They gave a party for Ted 
here, 


Mrs. Kate Brooks takes oy 
ciety desk at the ‘Post.’ o 


The Harry Repleys stage an 
New-Year’s party at the Sherehent 
Oe Ma nang Little theatre on 

Yinth street, caugh . 
oe , ght fire, Nobody 

Congressman Royal Johns 
the First Nighters Club ate it 
Belasco. 2 

Stoddard Taylor sees 
weeks at the Relasco start 
the face, 

vpn Doyle goes into her SeCe 
ond year as mistress of cer r 
at the Earle. —— 

Belle Baker riled Andy Kelly for 
a song at the Earle that wouldn't 
be permitted, he said, over NBC. 

Frank P. Morse opens new Offices 
for Charles D, Barney Co. and gets 
out a newspaper, ‘The Barney New. 
field.’ 

Kemper Cowing new national 
press representative for F.0.E., with 
Ralph Van Horn, secretary, opening 
offices here. 

Steve Cochran hangs up a new 
advance top with ‘Mourning Re. 
comes Electra’; $15,000 in the till 
before opening. 

Dan Totheroh, playwright, joure 
neys all the way from California 
for premiere of his play, ‘Distant 
Drums,’ at the Belasco. 

Guthrie McClintick, strolling down 
Pennsylvania ave., isn’t sure yet 
whether Katherine Cornell will take 
to the road in ‘The Barretts.’ 





Shawn 


two dark 
ng him in 





Connecticut 





Poll shows Waterbury is biggest 
wet city in state. 

Lou Tellegen playing ‘Cortez’ in 
Danbury, this week. 

Irene Franklin in one night stand 
at Danbury last week. 

Jack Deakin, ass’t mgr, at Em-« 
press, Danbury, sports a tuxedo. 

Patterson, N. Y., just over state 
line, has its first sound pictures. 

Sneeze powder making eyes run 
for patrons at Strand, Willimantic, 

Waterbury theatres granted per- 
mission to continue Sunday shows 
through ’32. 

Claire Genovese, singer, attaches 
boxoffice receipts at Torrington, al- 
leging salary due. 

Anna Royak, opera singer, and 
Theodore Stokes, both of New York, 
married at Greenwich. 

National Sculptograph Corp., move 
ing factory from New York to 
Bethel. Makes theatre lobby dis- 


plays. 
Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 
Soup kitchens full blast. 
Johnny Stanfill married. 
Everybody optimistic for "32. | 
P. E. Wilson’s 3d family increase; 





boy. 
Wallie Walthall peddling in Okla 
City. 

Theo. 
stay. 

Noel Francis tarried with home 
folks, 

Alex Hughes, ex-Publixite, gone 
indie, 

‘Apple Cart’ set for muny, Jan. 

Bess Fairtrace staying in town 
again. 

Gene and Glenn, comics, back to 
WFAA, 

Jimmie Bates’ mustache helps the 
old s. a. 

Oliver Alberti new pit conductor 
at Palace. ‘ 

Hal Kemp’s dad stopped en route 
to Mexico. 

Isabelle Sherman, 
goes vaude. 

Harry Webb, coast, down to line 
up a branch. 

Some scribbler titling Dell Burn- 
ley ‘manager.’ 

Socialists booming up a party for 
election season. 

H. C. Kaufman, Col. 
vamping local branch. 

J. I. Roberts (Nat. Theatre Sup- 
ply) et frau holidayed. 

Dance hall's charity gag, 
bits’ groceries for ducats. 

RKO Capitol experimented with 
double-header New Year's. 

George Chase rating some sorta 
national radio honor again. 

Lasses White, ex-minstrel, come- 
backing in charity benefits. ' 

Sign on empty store, ‘Inspiration 
office, wholesale and retail.’ 

Lysle Talbott, Sam Flint and Ella 
Etheridge back to Showhouse. 

Speaking of Reno, Dallas courts 
unhitched 2,189 couples for ’31. 

Tom Hickman, the Tex. ranger, 
going to see his buddy, Tom Mix. 

Chase Bickle taking crack at the 
new dance lemon, Lakeside Village. 

Elizabeth King, ‘News’ editors 
daughter, taking fancy to p. &. work. 

More ec. of ¢c. bally—that °32 con- 
ventions’ll spend a cool million in 
this burg. ’ 

Debs netted $5,600 for charity vi# 
‘Hits and Misses,’ which about tops 
charity grosses here. 

Marsline Moore and Bab Lansley 
tripped through neighboring ham- 
lets to spiel opening of F&M stase 

shows. 


Kosloff sez he’s back to 


dance pupe, 


exec., re- 


four 
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Rochester 


By Don Record 





Ray Fagan orchestra gets audi- 
tion for vaude engagement. 

Soft drink bottlers didn't stick to 
their own wares at convention here. 

Claire Luce posed for Smolin’s 
Madonna, now on exhibition in 
Paris, 

Charles Pomeroy, of Spencerport, 
has returned from Alaska, after 
writing book on ‘Dogs of Alaska.’ 

Threat of Publix to put in vaude 
frightened Capitol into postpone- 
ment of plans, Both marking time. 

Singing dresses latest for little 
girls. Firm here smocks score of 
‘Farmer in the Dell’ and others on 
the front of its creation. 

Rochester hotel men raising $12,- 
000 for own convention bureau 
after scrap with Chamber of Com- 
merce. Favoritism for certain hos- 
telries charged. 

Near riot at Loew’s midnite show 
when regular film went on, when 

many thought it was to be Garbo. 
Plenty noise and scores demanded 
money back. Heavy advertising of 
next week’s bill led to misunder- 
standing. 

Jean Walrath, assistant society 
editor, replaces George David, re- 
viewing Auditorium stock, because 
the drama ed was: not generous 
enough in ‘D. & C.’ reviews. Amy 
Croughton replaces Jack Warner 
for ‘Times Union." Masonic of- 
ficials demanded newspapers say 
shows are good regardless. 


Omaha 


By Archie J. Baley 

Brandeis store puts in free pony 
golf. 

Beatrice Belkin visiting her hus- 
band, Joe Littau, local symphony 
director, 

Peony Park sees need of name of 


band draw after limping since 
summer, 
Paul Sport preparing entertain- 


ment for conventions as orchestra 
sideline. 

Art Curtis on from Denver to de- 
sign for National Art Players, 
Brandeis stock. 

Dist. mgr. Stan Brown takes over 
the Paramount (Publix), and Bob 
Gary assigned elsewhere. 

New Year’s eve snowstorms 
wrecked parties at hotels; 300 res- 
ervations canceled at Paxton. 

Cc. K. Olson, new manager WB 
distributing office here. Switches 
from K. C. with Benjamin Kalmen- 
son. 

Union fuss over Art Randall’s 
band being let out at Hotel Fonte- 
nelle smoothed with help from na- 








tional. 
Duluth 
By James Watts 
Snow. The beautiful snow? 


Lyric theatre undergoing remodel- 
ing after fire. 

C. W. Kaake new manager of 
Doric. Ed Nordyus transferred to 
Orpheum at Proctor, Minn, 

Kenneth Cranston, radio tenor, 
choir singer and salesman, held for 
jumping $2,000 bond in embezzling 
fund charge, 

String of road shows rest of sea- 
s0n_ = includes ‘Green Pactures,’ 
‘Crazy Quilt,’ ‘Sherlock Holmes’ and 
Adams-Skinner booked for Or- 
Pheum. ‘Electra’ also expected. 








Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 


Charley Franklin rolls his own. 

New jail opened but not to pris- 
oners, 

3erts Gilbert is 
window. 

D. S. Campbell is working in Flo- 
rida now. 

John Douglas and his pocket full 
of nickels, 

‘Old Ironsides’ 
exhibition. 

When the hired help is away Ver- 
non Reaver will play. 

Firemen have started a battle for 
superiority of methods. 

Charlie Haug seats them 
those coupons on Mondays. 

Layoffs at ‘News’ include Edna 
Kroman and Burt Johnson. 

Jim Early and orch in pit at the 
Saenger, Mobile, for the F-M units. 

George Steele keeps an air rifle 
sitting beside the safe in his office. 

Roadshows playing the sticks al! 
around town but nary a one hitting 


getting a bay 


at Mobile fo 


is 


with 


here. 

Sandy Scalco has a new suit and 
won’t wear it. Looks too much like 
the boss’. 

A preacher says Birmingham is 
on the verge of a clean-up, and 


when Birmingham 

that'll be news. 
Gigolo Club, organized by a bunch 

of young sprouts, failed to function 


is cleaned up 








when women with dough didn't 
make appearance, 
By Wood Soanes 
Fulton, open for: a week, closed 


again. 

J.¥red Miller, once of New York, 
now at the State. 

Fox. Grand-Lake’s stage act 
Peggy O’Neill and band. 

General shift in leaders caused by 
Fox opening of new Paramount. F. 
& M. Ideas go to new theatre. 

Mrs. Herbert S. Howard, Berkeley 
play-reader, has’ been reading 
O’Neill’s ‘Electra,’ taking three 
hours daily for the chore. 

A typographical error in the 
‘Tribune’ provided a chuckle. A 
reporter wrote ‘proscenium arch’ 
and it came out as ‘persecution 
arch,’ 


is 





Memphis 
By Walter D. Botto 


L. R. DeWolfe, new manager of 
RKO. 

Jennings-Londos packed them at 
Auditorium. 

Max Fink band at Silver Slipper 
since Jan. 1, 

Skeets Mayo, former minstrel, has 
a dancing school. 

Herb Jennings, Loew's rep, back 
from New Orleans. 

Louis Hellborn, former RKO man- 
ager, sent to Denver. 

Huston Ray’s orch replaces Sam- 
my Watkins at the Peabody. 

‘Private Lives’ (legit) followed 
picture of same name at Auditorium 
and got nowhere. 


ito Rex nants 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 44) 


much these days. Berkeley is $1,487 
in alimony arrears. Court recom- 


mended that both get together and 
arrange for a more equitable al- 
lowance. Miss Muir is now engaged 


picture actor. 


Mid- West 


suit against t! 

Players, Inec., dramati 
stock company, was filed in St. 
Louis by Oscar Dane, former part- 
ner of O. D. Woodward. Besides a 
receiver, Dane requests an injunc- 
tion to enjoii. further payments to 
creditors who may hold ‘udgments 


Receivership 
Woodward 


Corporation is $6,000 in the hole, 
according to the petition. 

Change of venue was requested 
by the Oak Grove Country Club, 
Minneapolis, in an action to clost 
the night club. Dan Moriarity i: 
named as owner, with the petition 
requesting a transfer of the hear- 


ing from Anoka to Hennepin county. 





Rubaiyat Club, Chicago, in the 
heart of the Gold Coast, was raided 
by police after New Year’s. About 


$1,000 worth of 
cated, but the place continued 
operate the next day. 


liquor was confis- 
to 








George Dexter, who said he is an 
unemployed actor, was yanked out 
of the Chicago river, where he at- 
tempted to drown himself. He was 
revived and taken to a hospital. 





Still another diva will make her 
debut ith the Chi Civic Opera. 
She’s Conchita Supervia, 19, and 
from Spain. 





National Art Players, stock, moved 
from Toledo to Omaha, opening at 
the Brandies there for a stay. 





Paramount-Publix has taken a 10- 
year lease on a new film exchange 
building ia Omaha. It will be built 
on the northwest corner of 17th 
and Davenport. 


Bernice O’Connor, cigaret girl in 
Chicago cabaret, is up for murder of 


her former husband, Edward J. 
O’Connor. Self-defense is her argu- 
ment. 


Sally O’Neill was forced down by 
plane at Sidney, Neb., on her way 
to Boston. She made the trip to 
Omaha by train, then hopped an- 
other plane. 





Tom Chamales, former Chicago 
night club owner and husband of 
Isobel Patricola. is concerned in the 
Sheridan Trust and Savings Bank 
quiz. Alleged that Chamales owes 
the defunct bank $126,312 on notes. 





After some dickering back and 
forth Columbia network has at- 
tached KFAB at Lincoln, Neb, For- 


NBC, but since Dec. 1 has been 
operating independently with KOIL, 
of Council Bluffs, 
| NBC, 


replacing it on 


Possibility of there being no state 
ve due 


$90.000 fro 


| fair in Nebraska this 
| deficit of about 
| year’s event. 


| — 


yeal 


to a 
; 


n iaiSt 


ee the station was affiliated with 
| 
' 
} 


} Permission denied Robert Leeper 
to open a dance pavilli I 
‘ity limits at Auburn, Neb. 
day law in the state for 

+ The Abbey Theat Irish Pla 

| will appear in Min polis for t\ 
performances. 


Fox Theatre, St. Louis, has gone 
into formal receivership with Louis 
H. Walke and James TT. Biair ap- 
pointed receivers by Judge Nortoni. 
Action taken in a foreclosure suit 
by the St. Louis Union Trust Co., 


trustees of the property under a 
$4,550,000 bond issue on the build- 


ing. There was no opposition to the 


appointment of the receivers. 
Minnesota newspaper editors will 
ip ideas at the N ollet hotel 
Minweas lis, Jan. 22-23 


Grofe Switches Date 

Ferde Grofe’s benent concert for 
the relief of unemployed musicians 
of local 802, New York, has been 
set back to Feb. 7 at the Manhattan, 
due to switch in opening date of 
‘Smilin’ Through,’ now slated to 
open at that house, Feb. 1. CBS, 
which will broadcast the event on 
a coast-to-coast hookup, will plug 
the concert on the air. 





Canton, 0. 


By Rex McConnell 


No vaudeville in sight yet. 

Pro-basket ball gets away to goo@ 
start here. 

George Reister forms Kiddie Club 
at Warner Palace. 

Amusement folks squawking on 
$1.50 an inch rate charged by only 
newspaper in town. 





‘S| it tough for regu 


Duke Drukenbrod, Canton showe 
man, will manage Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace Circus sideshow next season. 

Showfolks hereabouts intend to 


attend two-day session Sells Bros. 
Cop Circus Fans convention at New 
Philade Iphia, O., Jan 9-10. 

Maximum New Year's Eve charge 
Canton distri t niteries $2.50 a per- 
son, lowest in many years. This 
included eats, dancing and floor 
shows. 


Radio station-booked acts making 
lar vaude acts out 
iis way. Radio acts play cheaper 
and even present their bills in hick 
town school house auditoriums. 

Stage hands and musicians in on 
commonwealth stock plan at Grand, 
in third month, drew down $16 each 
last week as their share, against al- 
most the scale received a month 
ago. Business off with holidays and 
not likely to click again. 


Oklahoma City 


i tl 





Lt. Col. Pruyn arrived from San 
Francisco, 

Capt. Leighton Worthley here 
from Stillwater. 

Stench bomb thrown into Reno 
theatre. One arrest. 


Pat McGee concedes he is over 
worked and needs rest. 

Drug store string filling prescrip- 
tions free for the down and out. 

All railways had cheap rates and 
many were able to visit the home 
folks over the holidays. 

A. M. Avery now in Lincoln, Neb, 

Morris Loewenstein one of the 
eligible bachelors in town, 
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“Rare treat . . . masterfully written 
in a manner one may never forget.” 
—Max D. Steuer. 


THE DEVIL PASSES 


BENN W. LEVY’S LATEST COMEDY 
SUCCESS with this great cast: 


ROBERT LORAINE, MARY NASH, 
DIANA WYNYARD, CECILIA LOFTUS, 


ELWYN THEA., W. 42d St. Evs. 8:40, $1 to $3. 
oO hate. Thurs. end Set., 2:40, $! te $2.5 50. 


REAL COMEDY HIT! 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 
48th, E. of B’way 

PLAYHOUSE Evenings at 8:45 

Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:40 








GILBERT MILLER presents 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


“Is one of the few triple-starred, {m- 
mediately recommendable entertainments 
in town.”—Gilbert Gabriel, American. 
HENRY MILULER’S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Evgs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40. 
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6 St. at 7th Ave., 


_H. A. LANZNER, General Manager 


Who Lives at) 
The Park Central? | 


MONG guests at The Park Central 


prominent 
phase of human endeavor. 
the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 
select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


.Electric refrigeration. . 
salons and roof patios for private functions.... 
.<Golf. 
equally unusual and desirable. 


Largest Single Rooms | 
in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 
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LAST WEEK 
FRED & ADELE 


ASTAIRE 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam, W. 42 St. Evs.8 130, Mts. Wed.-Sat. 


MAX GORDON presents 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard  ilovelier 
musie in its life.’—Gabriel, American. 
GLOBE Thea., B’way, 46th St. Eva. 8:30. 
Good Bale. Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.50. 
__ Mats. Wed. and Sat. at 2:30, — 


LESLIE BANKS in 


SPRINGTIME FOR HENRY 


Benn W. vy’s smart farce 
“It is a Bt aK. antic—tremen- 
dously fanny. ee Times, 
with Helen Nicel Frieda 
CHANDLER BRUCE INFESCORT 
BIJOU Th., 45th, W. of Bway, 
Eves... 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 


ga: 


La, 4-0734 
2:40 




















2ND WEEK 
GRETA RAMON 


sway. Garbo and Novarro 


wes in “MATA HARI” 
SF st Pito with Lioncl Garrymore 


Jimmy Savo, 
LOEW S swaveasesy 


— Orch. 









MON.ts ral. 
10 AM. r.NOOW 


JACKIE 
COOPER 
i in ‘‘Sooky.’’ with BOBBY COOGAN 
| —Vaudeville: Shaw & Lee—Evelyn 


Wilson—Joe Marks & 
drevas, and others. 


Co.—6 Can- 





ARTHUR BYRON, oo) RATHBONE, 


ERNEST THESIGER, ERNEST COSSART 


FRANK | 
MORGAN 














and 


MAYFAIR 22:22; 


MERBERT BRENON’s 


“GIRL OF THE RIO” 


with 


DOLORES 
DEL RIO 
LEO CARRILLO 






B’way & 47th St. 


PALACE Mats. Daily 2:20 


HARRY GREEN 
HELEN GAHAGAN 
| BARTO & MANN 
LESTER ALLEN 
BLOCK & SULLY 
BUCK & BUBBLES 











On Broadway 


y bl St ST. Continuous Shows 


Wed. to Friday, 








Jan, 13 to 15 
LILY OAMITA—ADOLPHE MENJOU 


FRIENDS AND LOVERS 















th ST. Bet. Lex. and 3d Ave. 
@ Continuous Shows 

Wed. to Friday, Jan. 13 to 15 

LILY DAMITA—ADOLPHE MENJOU 


FRIENDS AND LOVERS 


6—RKO ACTS—6 
Tastyeast GLOOM CHASERS 














Gilbert Miller and Leslie Howard 
present 


LESLIE HOWARD 


in PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 





Staged by Gilbert Miller 
Thea,., 44th St., 
West of Bway 


Matinees Wednesday and Saturday 





| 
| BROADHURST 


SE VEN THAVE NUB 
AT 50th STREET 


“STEPPING SISTERS” 


Louise Dresser, Minna CGombell and 
} William Collier, Sr. 
| On the Stage 6—Great Headliners—6 
eof the Stag: and Radic 
| FRED Waring end hi« Roxy Theatre Orchestre © 
j Beginning Friday, “Dance Team,’’ with 


James Duna and Sally Ellers 
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By Cecelia Ager 





No Place For Art 

The Palace is not quite the place 
for a gal to get arty. It doesn’t 
matter how ‘too delicious her 
“friends find her when she sings for 
them in their drawing rooms, at 
the Palace she’s got to go into her 
dance—that is, unless she happens 
to be Sarah Bernhardt. Helen 
Gahagan isn’t so well known around 


Broadway that the Palace custom- 
ers are going to stand for any hoity- 
toity carryings-on from her. If 
she’s too refined to sing popular 
songs, very well. Then let her 
sing ‘Trees,’ or ‘Mighty Lak a 
Rose.’ If she’s got to do stW%# in 
foreign languages, what’s the mat- 
’ ter with a tune from ‘La Boheme?’ 
The customers know those num- 
“bers, they’re classy enough for any- 
body. 

Miss Gahagan, utterly charming, 
exquisitely genteel, swooningly ar- 
tistic in a severely simple prin- 
cesse gown of white satin with a 
long, graceful train, makes no com- 
promises with her culture for her 
vaude appearance. Her little num- 
bers, save for her first terribly 
dramatic song, are the light con- 
descensions of concert singers when 
they want to prove what a delight- 
ful sense of humor they have de- 
spite their greatness. So the house 
“remains politely quiet, even at the 
finish. 

Eve Sully, Peggy Hoover, the Lee 
Twins, the Colleano sisters, on the 
other hand, are for vaudeville heart 
and soul. Some of their costumes 
may want for taste, but they never 
lack for attention-grabbing glitter. 
Miss Sully, good natured and con- 
tent with her status in the social 
structure, sees to it that her bright 
blue street dress fits perfectly, 
then nothing disturbs her equanim- 
ity. Miss Hoover realizes she is 
a ‘cute’ little girl and sweet, and 
her pale blue velvet leotards with 
short puff sleeves establish def- 
initely the fact. 

The Lee Twins prefer to work in 
perfect unison rather than strike 
out as_ individuals. The Six 
Rhythmic Steppers, in classic red 
shifts and helmets, present an ex- 
citing and interesting idea in their 
modernistic, stylized groupings in- 
stead of the usual precision dancing 
that their billing implies. The Col- 
leano girls are such arrestingly 
lovely dark-eyed, black haired 
Latins, they should rip all the dis- 
tracting trimmings off their dresses 
and let their beauty get the un- 
divided attention it warrants. 





Jazz at the Roxy 


The Jazz Age, which has been 
slowly usurpring the old order at 
the Roxy, this week reaches full 
flower. Just one concession is made 
to the former regime: Mme. Schu- 
mann-Heink, The Roxy custom- 
ers, however, are a loyal lot, and to 
show the Cathedral that they’re not 
going to be hurried from one era 
into another, they make the repre- 
sentative of the old ways the hit of 
the show. 

Mme. Schumann-Heink disdains 
these new-fangled contrivances. 
microphones. Her voice, unaided, 
has always filled the house, and so it 
does today. No modern mechanical 
tone mars her naturally vibrant 
voice. It’s rare to hear a _ voice 
singing all by itself, today; for that 
fact alone Mme. Schumann-Heink 
has more inherent novelty than the 
artificial tricks of the new genera- 
tion. 

From the jazz orchestra overture, 
which finishes with Evelyln Nair 
doing snake-hips on a stage plat- 
form, to the finale with the whole 
company stomping in gaudy gold 
dresses, hot stuff reigns determined- 
ly. During the comedy act, plants 
shriek out from the audience, faces 
are slapped on the stage, and the 
smash comes with the loss of the 
comedian’s pants. The Roxy bal- 
let corps has turned line-up for a 
tulips number; the Roxeyettes 
dressed as aviatrixes reach the 
stage by parachute - painted back 
drops. 

The showy is fast, colorful, full of 
production stunts. Grace is gone, 
and so is repose. Maybe that’s what 
the younger generation wants, but 


the most faithful patrons of the 
Roxy aiways used to be middle- 
aged ladies and their husbands, 


New York’s homefolks. 


Dol-:es Listens, Hears, Thinks 


The Mexican border town which 
is the scene for ‘Girl of the Rio’ has 


hit upon an excellent plan for mak- 
ing clear to its tourists what’s what 
n local femininity. Since there are 
always mvggs who can’t tell the 
difference, in this town, good girls 
can be readily distinguished from 
the masses by the little white rib- 
bon tied around their wrist—that is, 
provided a gent isn’t color blind. 
Whenever a gentleman gets ar- 
dent Dolores Del Rio thrusts out her 
little white bow, and like magic the 
rat slinks away. Dolores doesn’t 
play fair, though. Beneath her fra- 
gile white lace Spanish dress there 
is a black chiffon chemise. If Miss 
Del Rio were -:. really truly white 
ribbon gal, she wouldn’t know about 
black chiffon chemises. She’d be 
wearing cotton trimmed with tat- 
ting. 

She sings in a sumptuous cafe 
conducted with cosmopolitan finesse, 
which is right across the street from 
a gambling joint that gets $2 for a 
stack of chips. She rer‘sters fear, 
love, despair, joy with meller*fero- 
city in a picture that tas a musical 
comedy finish. When she is sup- 
posed to be listening to the other 
people’s lines she actually appears 
to hear what they’re saying; when 
she talks herself she seems to be 
thinking about what she’s coing to 
say, but she tries so hard to be a 
beautiful actress that in her excess 
zeal she defeats her own purpose, 





Tasteless Farce 


Three first-rate actresses sell out 
to custard pie and go luw comedy 
slapstick in ‘Stepping Sisters.’ 
Louise Dresser, Jobyna Howland 
and Minna Gombel, veteran stage 
performers, each one adept at 
wringing good hearty ‘aughs by 
their mere interpretation of a line, 
here throw all their delicate skill 
away for shameless physical pun- 
ishment antics. They fling them- 
selves into broad burlesque with 
such unsparing gusto that watching 
them inspires acute embarrassment. 
Miss Howland somehow manages 
to retain her statuesque dignity 
even when revealing her panties in 
an agonizingly executed split. The 
tights and deeply cut away sequin 
leotard, with a winged dove fastened 
at center back of the trunks, finally 
does for her, however. In this cos- 
tume all is lost, and the ripe lim- 
burger that’s thrown in her face 
for the finish only seems fitting 
punishment for a gal who tries so 
desperately hard to be ridiciulous. 
Miss Gombel has at least a new, 
flattering coiffure. Miss Dresser 
serves nicely as the stuck-up lady 
restored to sanity by the picture's 
wildly tasteless farce. 





In the Wrong Joint 


For a waitress in a sea food grot- 
to whose prize customers were over- 
smart cab drivers, Loretta Young 
is pretty much of an orchid. Wait- 
resses who look like her are not the 
usual luck of restaurants under 
the ‘TI.’ 

‘Taxi!’ has metropolitan realism, 
but when it presents the most ter- 
ribly refined Miss Young as a joint’s 
hash slinger it’s in sheer fantasy. 
Later Miss Young marries one of 
the cab drivers and settles down. 

Though slim and willowy, Miss 
Young is a bit tallish to play oppo- 
site compact James Cagney. Leila 
Bennett, another waitress at the 
same joint, is properly dejected, 
weary and garrulous. She makes 
a true portrait of her role. but 
enough’s enourh, and Miss Bennett 
stays on the screen overtime. 

Dorothy Burgess, a_ racketeer’s 
moll, is very prissy about her dic- 
tion, but none the less loyal to her 
man. 





‘Mike Fright’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


partment, made his first stand in 
front of a mike. He was left alone 
in the studio and when his turn to 
talk he couldn't say a word. Butcher 
finally motioned for someone to 
stand on the other side of the mike 
and he addressed all his remarks 
to the other party. In that manner 
Butcher overcame his mike scare. 

Radio claims if the majority of 
the hold-out celebs suffering from 
mike fright are offered enough 
mon_y they will broadcast. But it 
is admitted there are a few cases 
where it appears that no matter 
how much money radio offers, it 
can't induce certain personages to 
step before a microphone, 





Production on a short bank- 
roll was held up last week. 
First cause was that a suitable 
name couldn’t be found for the 
producing corporation. 

After this title was set, they 
couldn’t find a name for the 
show. 











Bankers’ Staff Cuts 


(Continued from page 21) 
ballyhoo several of the largest pic- 
ture companies with the biggest 
theatre representation are attempt- 
ing to effect what shapes up as the 
inevitable abolishment of an entire 
half. of what constitutes the pub- 
licity department in norma] times. 

That the theatre part of the big 
publicity department can be mini- 
mized to insignificance and that the 
picture end of the department can 
do the work of both sides is a phase 
credited banker anti-publicity mind- 
edness which is already developing. 


Consideration in this regard is 
credited Paramount. What is held 
as the first step was the dismissal 
last week of all assistants to pub- 
licity heads in the company’s 
Broadway houses. The let-outs in- 
cluded several men who have long 
been on the pay roll, including F. 
Peek of the Rivoli, Arthur Jeffry of 
the Rialto and R. Barkland at the 
Paramount, 
Doubling 

Within Paramount and other parts 
of the industry it has since been ex- 
pressed that the time is not far off 
when, with the exception of the 
largest deluxe houses, managers will 
have to do their own planting. 


This, it is pointed out, means 
elimination of the theatre press 
agent, with all ads and copy being 
prepared by the picture staff in the 
home office. Paramount right now, 
it is reported, is considering organ- 
izing such a service to exhibitors as 
well as its own circuit, 


The film theatre p. a., while held 
up in average as a man who has 
contacted the local newspapers and 
planted home office copy, is to be 
weighed from another angle which 
the bankers are accused of having 
overlooked. This is: 


The average theatre manager 
hasn’t time to spend time in news- 
paper offices, 

Personal acquaintance in a news- 
paper office means more than if 
the copy submitted were by George 
Bernard Shaw. 

The theatre press agent for the 
average large house in the average 
city must exist if for no other rea- 
son than the time he can give the 
matter of newspaper office contact. 

There are many cases on the 
record of every picture company 
which show that the theatre p. a. 
has, through his newspaper friends, 
gotten more free than paid space— 
and gotten it solely on ‘contact., 
without word one way or the other 
as to the merit of its home office 
preparation, 





Goldwyn Asks Support 





(Continued from page 10) 


carrying stock companies in the 
hopes of developing new talent. 
Goldwyn himself is carrying a stock 
group of 12 people, ‘who no one ever 
heard of,’ from which he may de- 
velop some coming feature or star 
players, 

Some West Coast companies are 
carrying stock companies on which 
they lose between $700,000 and 
$800,000 yearly, it is estimated. The 
theatres and exhibs do not take this 
into account, while on the other 
hand many operators are sfill of 
the belief that they are selling lob- 


bies, paintings on the wall, etc., 
rather than pictures on _ their 
screens, 


Speaking of economy, Goldwyn 
adheres to the thought it is in- 
dustry wisdom to cut out waste 
but not what goes on the screens, 
with latter the only asset of the 
producer, distributor and exhibitor. 
If pictures are reduced in quality 
through economy measures, this 
will be reflected in every division, 
it is added. 

Goldwyn is a firm believer in re- 
takes. In this he likens himself 
to the legit producer who takes 
plays on the road and frequently 
rewrites and recasts them entirely 
before bringing them into New 
York, 

‘The talker age brought the re- 
alization to me that the successful 
film producer should be guided by 
that same care before releasing the 





finished product,’ Goldwyn stated. 





Uncommon Chatter |! 


By Ruth Morris 








Cooching, Polite and Otherwise 


by a mysterious ray of spotlight, 
appears in front of the Paramount 
draperies as a classical mistress of 
ceremonies and high priestess of 
The Dawnce. With outspread arms 
and intimate reference to ‘our own 
beloved Carnegie Hall,’ she prom- 
ises to bring ‘a moment of beauty’ 
to the Crossroads of the World. 

Paramount patrons find that ‘mo- 
ment of beauty’ not unlike the many 
picture house presentations they 
have seen. Afraid of estranging 
audiences with the purity of art, 
Miss St. Denis brings hers down to 
the level of picture house technique. 
She does not rebel against highly 
decorated backgrounds that destroy 
the clarity of dance conceptions; 
endorses gleaming gold cloth for a 
finale display; approves of lights 
that paint purple, green and rose on 
the fluttering wings of her white 
crepe gown. 

Her only variant of favored cin- 
ema house treatment is to keep her 
swirling angel robes on the ground 
instead of accompanying them ona 
heavenly excursion to painted skies. 
Audiences are impressed by the St. 
Denis grace and refinement, but the 
St. Denis prestige is cheapened by 
typical picture house presentation. 

The unit title, ‘Variations,’ doubt- 
less refers to the types of cooching 
that have traveled, by way of the 
burlesque wheels, onto polite pro- 
duction platforms. The restrained 
St. Denis variety, displayed in 
Siamese and Nautch dances, is more 
concerned with graceful undulations 
of costume fabric than in actual 
slithering of the hips. But the 
sequine-sheathed lassies who back- 
ground Frances Faye’s torrid rendi- 
tion of ‘Minnie the Moocher’ are en- 
thusiastic exponents of tent-show 
contortions. They have no interest 
in costumes except to be assured 
that gleaming jet and silver span- 
gles emphasize every hip wiggle. 





Rating Vaude Girls 


Three vaudeville girls give the 
State a neat style rating on this 
week’s report card. Evelyn Wilson 
receives highest honors in a white 
chiffon ensemble, The gown is 
gracefully hung, yoked back and 
front with a pointed bertha spar- 
kling with tiny rhinestones. The 
cloak flares gently from a fitted 
waistline, full sleeves banded with 
deep white fox for that luxurious 
touch that impresses audiences. 
Topper and tails are added for the 
drunk impersonation that remains 
Miss Wilson’s surest claim on ap- 
plause. Done with delicacy and 
humor, it eradicates the smudged 
impressions, of Jewish and Irish 
characters, that precede it. Dialect 
mimicry is not in Miss Wilson's line 
and could easily be eliminated from 
a group of popular numbers, sung 
with poise and style. 

The girl of Falls, Reading and 
Boyce earns a nice high mark for 
youthful deportment, neat tapping 
and spotless costumes. Joe Marks’ 
assistant models a graceful evening 
satin in pale green. In a later at- 
tempt at modest undrapery she 
chooses a knee-length black crepe, a 
bit too much like an old-fashioned 
soubret gown to impress present- 
day audiences. 





Everything ’Cept 

The ladies who take part in ‘This 
Reckless Age’ are fortunate act- 
resses, given well-rounded, sympa- 
thetic parts. All they need is a good 
interesting plot to strengthen life- 
like characterizations and that, un- 
fortunately, is one thing Paramount 
neglected to provide. 

Frances Starr carefully avoids the 
annoying sweetness of a cinema 
mother whose hey-dey youngsters 
bewilder her with their mad goings 
on. Her concern over dates, cock- 
tail parties and other symptoms of 
the jazz age contains none of the 
self-pity that audience flappers 
would resent. Miss Starr’s frocks 
are the retiring kind selected by a 
matron of simple tastes who de- 
votes the major part of her allow- 
ance to the children’s college ward- 
robes. 

Contemptuous of household tasks, 
Maude Eburne stalks through par- 
lor and kitchen as a haughty maid- 
of-all-work. Her sniffs are elo- 
quent comedy, her occasional sim- 
pers nicely aimed at audience re- 
sponse. 

Frances Dee, Peggy Shannon and 





Mary Carlisle are members of the 


Ruth St. Denis, pale face illumined 


younger generation, just a little 
crazy but good kids at heart, The 
trio acquit themselves with noble 
restraint, screening prettily in a 
collection of jeune fille frocks, 





American With Brogue 

How Maureen O'Sullivan came to 
be the daughter of a provincial 
American family may puzzle audi. 
ences of ‘The Big Shot.’ The plot 
makes no attempt to explain away 
her prettily clipped speech flavored 
ever so delicately with the essence 
of Erin. Audiences must assume 
that a native-born heroine decided 
it would be cute to amuse office as- 
sociates and Strawberry Festival 
companions with a bit o’ brogue, 
Printed silks and ruffled organdies 
are descriptive of a sweet small- 
town lass who never loses faith in 
the village ne’er-do-well. 

Mary Nolan is more restrained 
as a racketeering lady with a heart 
of gold. A bad gal from the big 
city, her costumes are the flashy 
black satins suited to a lady who 
socks gentlemen over the head with 
whiskey bottles. 





Quick Change 

The minor details that trouble 
ladies in real life are nicely ironed 
out for the heroine of ‘Forbidden’ 
Some women spend weeks perfecte 
ing a new coiffure, acquiring a flate 
tering wardrobe, but Barbara Stan- 
wyck blossoms out overnight into a 
beautiful belle. Dowdy misses don’t 
acquire, all at once, the graces of 
DuBarry, 

Middle-age, crowding into decrep- 
titude, does strange things to the 
excellent Stanwyck make-up. Pass- 
ing years refuse to etch lines of 
care on a smooth, youthful face, 
Women aren’t convinced that Miss 
Stanwyck is growing old—they 
know she has just decided to give 
up eye shadow and lip rouge and, 
in the last stages, plaster cheeks 
and eyelashes with dull white 
powder, 


CONCERTS 


By Sallie 








The Dance Thing 

This season’s yen for individual 
dance recitals Sunday evenings is 
on. Mary Wigman gave her last 
performance until April on Sunday 
night to a capacity house. 

She will be followed by an exe 
ponent of her school, Harold Kreutze 
berg, who debuts for this season at 
the Cort. 


Packed Town Hall 

Hulda Lashanska, most always in 
charity recitals, sang to a packed 
Town Hall a program of German 
lieder. Again Mme, Lashanska’s 
unmistakable talent as an interpre- 
tive artist of much charm and taste 
came out. 

The Henry Street Settlement and 
Hudson Guild profited well. Pierre 
Luboshutz at the piano. 





Bori’s Ice 

Mme. Bori, in a fascinting gown 
of canary crepe and wearing her 
expensive diamond necklace and 
many bracelets, sang arias and 
songs at a Met Sunday night cone 
cert to a house filled with Bori fans, 
Mme. Bori's voice was not affected 
by the jewelry around it. 
Mr. Tokatyan, singing better than 
ever this season, did some songs. 





Lotte Lehman’s Concert 
Lotte Lehman, Austria's lyric so- 
prano singer, gave her first recital 
in New York in Town Hall. 
Her program closed with four 
songs from Richard Strauss which 
brought forth a storm of applause. 
Mme. Lehman is a member of the 
Chicago Opera. She is young and 
attractive. 
Kurt Ruhrseitz at the piano. 





Antiques 

A collection of 16th century 
string instruments, violins and V!- 
olas, belonging to the late E. J- 
de Coppet, has been presented to 
the Music School of the Henry 
Street Settlement by Mrs. Juliet de 
Coppet Stengel, daughter of Mr. de 
Coppet. 

Many cf the instruments are 





richly carved and among the coilec- 
tion is the first bow ever made [ef 
a bass instrument. 
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: . 2 ers suc als, a . , and m«¢ ; , 
and, d pictures. Yeah! 5 the! will not work on these shows unless there is ai Equity bond to cover ae plantmat 8S 
heeks i the kee eyes These hookups assure them of exclusive casting for An independent producer, formerly an associate at 
’ “1 > > _— ri4} =r : . , cs assoc 
white ” some shows, with exclusive placements otherwise practically entirely recently completed a feature for $60,000. H ' + See 
Fight in the Bronx for burlesque disappeared. i . big company which offer ni fa ' ee act ae 
business. One week Miner's gave A few days aes she “ong him more for the picture than he expected. 
away 10 leather couches and the a. shemt ned” id walart ae ptr “rs ner studio sent for the film and made an offer 
. . 3 nbershi rive ¢ riare hes . = 6 > first s i 
é gh lg ellie ene onan Rabon e ; ip Gidhinds bt sen: Delain tic. tannin, bina dati. Satie ab ort oiemmennas 1e first studio, but extending the producer a post 
sind Gy eediod ; , wh provision calling for a year’s dues in advance, : pie as associate producer, 
: gh more than six pounds] put a half year’s a . advance, applicants need tender Indie turned his pri 
; each, + years cues, $41.25, and no initiation until the drive for 100] week 1ed his print over to the firm offering the job and in two 
members is over. About half that number have been elected eee ee 
: > se The bos ‘ ‘ ous . : ; : ’ 
j D. W. Griffith selected to head the Petal yes well — ae four new governors—S. Jay Kaufman, Willie Sheer carel j 
M. P. Art League to reform the pic- | Walter Moor oe rdon and Harry Jahns. They replaced Marty Forkins, | dence last w k sean te booking Of shorts was Hagranty: 25: evi 
i tures from within, Expected to] ings re ; i and Joseph Hageman, who were unable to attend meet- sealer whi ep re the New Foes PERS Li a) FERNS Scare eee 
| denen @& onde 60 be enderced iu eo- g egularly, and J, C. Rosenthal, deceased. antes e- 1 rie — played Moss’ Broadway, up the street, the week 
j ope y . ———- fore. How the booker coul av ' ' : 
idual ' — pa Raat a Nat Dorfman dad § source didn’t tip, is one of psi thi — pr eede fe iad gars 66 
es is : ; Mounted’, which ware to & ph nea a sketch called ‘Northwest | got wise and pulled it isn’t seal SE, WORSE TRO RANES OTGeeenee 
- Jast 3 ’ using in the Shubert musical, ‘Marching By’ An l . ; F : 
now at the G N hie Neh eet : ’ & by, example, however, of simp ‘ E 
—s 50 YEARS AGO as eli abies “Git A ona in Chicago. Ward is down on the program ‘ ply tossing anything in minus attention. 
sole -r, but not getting any coin from the Shub : Tisiti 
; e erts for the use oi Visit i : 
the bit o i “ o o siting studio heads are now being ; 
se : u e bit other than bin Geatien salary. ie: oainaiaar tara aca esti ges in the east with a luncheon 
TQ) 2 ” , . * - aye é on, , 
‘eutzZe (From ‘Clipper’ ) “ashe wai pM gee and threatens legal action. He wants program | to discuss east-west scenemulan. Seve ‘ee nave See tS eee 
on at pecuniary settlement. the round tabi. een knives and forks than around 
‘Clipper’ in its ¢ ice Malian 
Ss annual summary Came See ye WAS Tee nnn 
; . eon Salsas . : : . ‘ cC of the visitin 
found too many theatres in the] . The Theatre Guild is still waiting for that script of George Bernard | * dinner. He got his last Tuesday noon at the C oan heauee anes 1 
amall towns. Two to four in a town Shaw’s new play, promised some time ago. Piece is titled, ‘Too Good Louis B. Mayer, several months ago, w - e Union League Club. i 
ys in of 20,000 held to be too many. And to Be True’, a ee : 
acked a many road shows were charg- Several weeks ago the Guild received word from London that Shaw Constantly changing complexion of contract | 
os “4 — $1.50 top where the show had finished the writing and was sending the script. Almost imme studios is exemplified in the present list ye on of players. at the ; 
iska’s e ut 50c diately afterward he ho i : | whic i ; See | 
: é pped on a boat for Africa and nothi which contains only fiv ws 
neety ing fu . y five names that w i 
orpree has been heard from him either way. . rthee While five have been retained, 26 have or eee lineup 18 months ago. ‘ 
taste d Charles Vrohmen eguin quit Hav- Quintet that withsood the changes of the ea a a ee . i 
rly’s Minstrels to resume his i ysteri , . pvany : : Sates Ghamest 
4 , : : f is posi- A mysterious amusement adv ¢ ar ine’ syown, Evalyn Knapp, George is i ‘ ney. | 
it and F tion as manager of the Madison Sq. | the effect that there are erlang hersignay tha Monday morning’s papers to : pp, George Arliss, Marian Marsh and James Cagney. : 
Pierre theatre. by sol Sq. ok é p are § s on 45th street. Copy suggested buying . Sk . z 
theatr : y which he had been|tickets for all. The insertion was ordered by Richard Maney Pee te ' The Skourases are brandishing a title and have moved to another floor : 
x al é psi ? 7 aVie t Ia re om . ‘ 
3 McNutt, they deciding to ‘take the situation in their own hands.’ - the Paramount home office. They’re now Skouras Theatres Corp 
Lipa Ssaituhs So econcdtinn law Seva’ ok the Aven eat Gad wine mete! tion on the fourth instead of the sixth floor orpora- : 
atti did $28,000 in three concerts | those mentioned, th i ‘Of S ay ; teception room is signe strictly s-—O 
gown at Chi. Great business f ts > d, he others being ‘Of Thee I Sing’, ‘Counsellor at Law’ | chai m is designed strictly for S. R. O. purpose nly two 
- ha ) Ae ° ‘ yusiness for those eunion in Vienna’, ‘Laugh Parade’, ‘Cynara’ and ‘Springtime for airs and a minimum of eight waiters at any time of the day 
e — . 
= Henry’ ’ 
and a 
New event for the Oly i 
and ‘ 0 1e Olympiad is suggested by E. H 
Twelve Jolly Bs * : ’ chief soun wmneineer < . =. H. Hansen, erstwhile 
cone Op ahs 2 Prerreginy s,’ an opera, Behind Mayor Cermak’s irate explosion at Chicago ticket scalpers with | given th ye aie _ a Rt ONO SECTORS eee OS ere ee 
| fans, the ieatiait te _— aes by playing | threats of revoking licenses flying around, is the mayor’s burnup at being | ing tk ™ — anasto Bt an Sr. second Sat, ie Cuet e. 
fected hd heesel Seay act sie the book} unable to secure New Year’s eve seats to ‘Rhapsody in Black’ 7 "S oan os page torwelene Mage msacnge | 
; ak tatveved, ausatains — § > Successor is E. I. Sponat lew 
i to the report. Star was Jeannie ee — up his mind at the last minute, it seems, and then Sponahin, Now  S0ek, CUR OAS seem Glee 
- the ee . & as € sent out a call for somethi ike 22 é i 
ay Winston, who had a tremendous | pinally, Cermak and hi hing — ducats, which were not forthcoming The day before he died, Tyrone Power called y 
femme following. des and his party wound up on the mezz floor of the Palace.| at Paramount studio on the Coast, and ins ed W. T. Wookey, cashier 
? (Power's) pay check for that "week soap ot gta — 
s rs rt Garis Wor — F oS arity. 
ic so- Vine St. Op. house, Cincinnati Robert Garland, World-Telegram’ critic, got restless after the first act es : 
-ecital A destroyed by fire. Described as ‘or- of ‘W olves opening at the 49th St. theatre Wednesday (6). He stalked Seems to be a penchant for hanging song titles on legit show 
1 iginally a pork house.’ - the aisle and commented for the edification of all and sundry within eae ‘Star Dust’ was one, while Alex McKaig is beinaieds Ae bihdae 
four caring: tling in the Dark’ and Sigourney Thayer pr - : wa 
3 = ‘ - — ; : : roposes ‘The 4 oa? 
which Fire dept. ordered t This may suit you people but I'm going around to see Ed Wynn's ———_ te — 
ppt. orderec oO cause re- | show.’ : = The first year t 
“ . é § yeal ook ¢ 5 ili ate 
oan moval of any theatre chairs with in March. It is Asset m a 16 millimeter industry will be off the press 
ac Gun os 21. ava € . § Ing cc > Ww “ .» . 
; kcks ‘so knife-like that in the A dirt legit pie i . Film Board of Trad & compiled by Arthur Storey, secretary of the 16mm 
“4 and event of a panic they would almost E air git piece running west of Broadway is reported paying off i ) rade, 
» > 5o¢ reaeak , - ti acre > el 
eut people in two.’ Reference to ply- $5¢ ) weekly for protection against raids. 
>. wood backs, quite commonly used. The protection is reported being handled by the operator of a dirt by them at present. Several years ag hey 
P store show in the downtown section of the city who was cut in on the Broadway theatres years age taey apenas 8 ray 
piece in order to handle the payoff — 
‘Clipper’ menti Kvr > ‘ ok 
ontury *,. ntions Kyrle Bellew Cc. D, Chamberlai 
entury Wa aula he tele colar ox eaten | 7 Hac ~ m MaCaREM, the American consul recently beaten by Japanese 
.< man ani G48 net grove his Stuces.' Pauline Frederick has left for Hollywood, Actress was slated to go | ¢) - ro his connection in show business. He is a brother of Ida 
So . é “ne > i . or j ‘Whe > fra “eaks«’ . - amberlai h i 2 & sicé é 
ted to cae ge d to England but re- into the legit, When the Bough Breaks’, but was called by Paramount nr ot wrote a musical that was produced a few years ago 
Henry pec here to become a matinee ~ anager comet — iamberlain is reported to be with her brother in China. 
may ve. a Frederick is expected back in time for ‘Bough’, slated to go into Closin t ‘I me: 
t apeiininigus earlv rehearsals. sing of ‘Papavert’ ixing « > » : 
Mr, de oo irly rehearsals oiicans aka . san for fixing after two performances has its expen- 
Harriga nda a 6g sive sides. New Year's Eve r rg 
mst ib pin Hart did ‘Squatter ny egos ; Eve money was refunded for one thing; another 
« are sik ae one of their best liked The Chanins want no more of show business, What with the closing ast is collecting salaries while rehearsing. 
coliec- hits "ans bought in two big song | of the Biltmore last week, personnel of the theatre staff were let out Stifli . PNP 
‘ae tal mag addy Duffy's Cart’ and ‘Miss That included Harry Kline, the general manager. h get — eres of a spring production, Dwight Wiman and Ton 
‘rady’s Piano For-tay.’ Understood the Chanins plan selling the Bil Weatherly aren’t doing their ‘Fourth Little Show’ til f: , - 
Pr's : sp ng the Biltmore, the sole house owned ! says that the material hasn’ ; . so 
2 material hunt hasn't even started. 
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| Two Hits, Devil Passes’ $18, 
And ‘Sing,’ $30,000 in New Group: 
Trade Fair Despite Bad Weather 





Out of the flock of generally 
mediocre shows which made holiday 
entrance, indicated success 
It is 
‘The Devil Passes’ which is credited 
with a first week gross of $18,000 at 
the Selwyn. 

The other 
‘Ot Thee I Sing’ 
brokers say is a riot. 
ond week the gross 
which means plenty of 
business. 

Virtually the entire balance of the 
newer shows are in doubt although 
a couple drew notices. The doubt- 
ful group are ‘Lost Boy,’ Mansfield; 


another 
came to Proadway last week. 


| 
hit entrant is| 
which even the}! 
For its sec- 
was $30,000} 
standee 


recent 


‘Berlin, Cohan; ‘Wolves,’ 49th 
Street; ‘Experience Unnecessary,’ 
Longacre and ‘Never No More,’ 
Hudson. Rave notices to the latter, 


a colored cast drama. 
Triumph Over Weather 

Business last week was a let- 
down from the holiday pace of the 
previous week, but the leaders 
picked up sharply after Wednesday, 
despite continued bad weather and 
comparatively good grosses were 
recorded. This week with the auto 
show in town, better trade is ex- 
pected, that applying particularly 
to the musicals. 

Sudden withdrawals last Saturday 
were ‘Savage Rhythm’ (colored 
drama) Golden; ‘Sing High, Sing 
Low,’ Harris; ‘Louder Please,’ 
Masque; ‘It Never Rains,’ New 
Yorker. Closing this week are ‘The 
Band Wagon,’ New Amsterdam and 
‘Brief Moment,’ Belasco. ‘Society 
Girl’ which was slated to close at 
the Booth, moved to the Times 
Square. ‘Papavert’ taken off for re- 


vision is slated to reopen next 
Saturday (16). 
‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 


more and ‘Distant Drums’ switched 
from the National to the Belasco, 
were postponed until next week 
when ‘The Little Racketeer’ is due 
into the 44th Street, Also slated are 
‘Son of Satan,’ postponed, Ambas- 
sador and ‘The Marriage of Cana’ 
(colored) at the Provincetown. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Barretts,’ Empire (44th week) (C- 
1,099-$3.85). Run leader held up in 
the backwash after New Year's; es- 
timated over $16,500. 

‘Berlin,’ (Cohan (3d week) (CD- 
1,400-$3). Doubtful of sticking; sec- 
ond week estimated at $5,000, 


‘Brief Moment,’ Belasco (10th 


week) (C-1,00-$3). Fmal week; 
moderate snecess; average some- 
what better than others; ‘Distant 


Drums’ due here next week. 
‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe 
week) (1,416-$4.40). Natural reac- 
tion after high gross mark of holi- 
day week; however, plenty profit- 

able around $25,000. 


‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (14th 


(14th j. 





week) (C-984-$3). Has been getting 
moderate money consistently and 
with house and show under same 
management is profitable; $9,000 and 
mee. 

‘Counsellor-2*- Law,’ Plymouth 
(llth week) (C-1,042-$3). While not 
capacity, last week’s business virtu- 
ally normal pace of opening weeks; 
over $18,000. 

Cynara,’ Morosco (lith week) 
(CD-893-$3). One of the better 
draws that was affected last week 
when the gross approximated $13,- 
500. 


‘Distant Drums, postponed; due 





praise from reviewers; question 
however, if a box office attraction. 
‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (3d 


week) (M-1,000-$5.50). The current 
riot and the best of musicals pre- | 
sented this season; over capacity 


30.000 | 
(1st week) | 


with gross of 

‘Papavert,’ Vanderbilt 
(D-771-$3) After shutting down | 
the night for revision, due | 
to resume Saturday (16) i 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Beck (9th /} 
week) (C-1,168-$3).  ~Slump condi- 
tions do not really affect the stand- 
outs; comedy leader again got $23,- 
000. 

‘Savage Rhythm,’ John Golden. 
Withdrawn suddenly last Saturday; 


second 


played a week and a half; Billy 
Brandt’s showboat troupe due in 
next week from Chicago. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (18th week) 


(R-1,168-$5.50). Dipped under $30,- 
000 last week for first time, maybe 
better this week with auto show. 

‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ . Harris. 
Withdrawn last Saturday; played 
nine weeks to light money, high 
holiday week at $8,000; was getting 
$6,000 and less. 

‘Social Register,’ 
week) (C-969-$3). Management fig- 
uring on engagement extending 
through February; business fair at 
$8,000. 

‘Society Girl,’ Times 
week) (C-1,057-$3). Switthed here | 
from Booth after being announced 
to close; ‘Jewelry Robbery’ booking | 
shifted to Booth from Times | 
Square, 

‘Son of Satan,’ Ambassador. Post- 
poned; bond trouble with Equity 
stopped rehearsals. 

‘Springtime for Henry’, Bijou (6th 
week) (CD-605-$3). Laugh show 
doing well enough and should make 
a run of it; last week.the take was 
$9,500. 

‘The Animal 


48th St. (10th 





Square (3d 


Kingdom’, Broad- 
hurst (ist week) (€CD-1,094-$3). 
Presented by Gilbert Miller and 
Leslie Howard; written by Philip 
Barry; opens tonight (12). 

‘The Band Wagon’, New Amster- 
dam (32nd week) (R-1,717-$5.50). 
Final week; longest run of current 
musicals would have gone through 
season in normal times; was a gross 
leader. 

‘Black Tower’, Harris (ist week) 
(CD-1,051-$3),. Presented indepen- 
dently (Ben Stein); written by 
Ralph Murphy and Lora Baxter; 
mystery drama opened Monday. 

‘The Bride the Sun Shines On’, 
Fulton (3rd week) (CD-913-$3). 

(Continued on page 56) 





Pittsburgh B. 0. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 

Both legit sites last week pleas- 
antly surprised with biz of two low- 
priced revivals, neither of which 
was expected to do much. 

Brought in at last minute after 
weak returns in Chicago, O. E. 
Wee's production of ‘Strange Inter- 
lude’ at the Alvin, playing at $2 
top and with two-for-ones out, got 
around $8,000, not bad at all for a 
show that’s previously played here 
twice at $4 and later in stock for 
$1. What is even more surprising 
in that figure is the fact that there 
was little or no advance build-up 
for the marathon drama, with piece 





pencilled in only four days before 
opening. 
At the Nixon, Segal-Purcell re- 





next week into Belasco. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ 
(13th week) (M-1,395-$3). 
a few weeks more, though business 
remains light at possibly $10,000; 
‘Little Racketeer’ now slated for 
44th Street. 

‘Experience Unnecessary,’ Long- 
acre (3d week) (C-1,019-$3). Rat- 
ing nebulous with first full week 


Shubert 


hardly better than $5,000; must do| 


better. 
‘Hay Fever,’ Avon (3d week) (C- 
830-$3). Revival doing better than 


original; though under early expec- | 


tations gross last week of $8,000 ap- 
pears; satisfactory. 
‘Jewel Robbery,’ Booth (Ist week) 


(D-708-$3). Presented independ- 
ently (Paul Streger) adapted by 
Bertram Block from Hungarian of | 


Lazlo Fodor fair reports from out 
of town; opens Wed. (13). 

‘Left Bank,’ Little (15th week) 
(D-530-$3). Whether out-of red yet 
not certain but has done moderate 
grade; last week $6,000 or a bit less. 

‘Lost Boy,’ Mansfield (2d week) 
{(D-1,050-$3). Opened middle of last 
week; notices lauded acting but 
question if drab drama can make 
grade. 

‘Louder Please,’ Masque. Closed 
last Saturday. Played about 14 
weeks to moderate takings; aver- 
aged $6,500. 


‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Guild | Moonlight’ did decent $10,000 in its! 


(12th week) (D-914-$6). Actual 
gross leader got around $24,000 last 
week: should go through season. 
‘Never No More,’ Hudson (2d 
week) (D-1,094-$3). A mid-week 
opening last week; drew exceptional 


May stay | 


vival of ‘Chocolate Soldier’ received 
j nice critical send-off and at $2.50 


jtop and fairly inexpensive set-up, 
| $13,590 didn’t hurt anybody. Better 
than average baleony draw likely 


due to Miss Segal’s screen rep. 

Booking of ‘Everybody’s Wel- 
come’ week of Jan. 18 at Alvin can- 
celled, leaving this site with noth- 
ing definite set until Feb. 15, when 
‘Smiling Faces’ comes in, ‘Smiling 
Through’ current, great advance 
; Sale for ‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 
i tra’s’ fortnight. 


Boston Figures 





‘Crazy Quilt’ Name Cast 
Gets Short Date Money 


Indianapolis, Jan. 11, 

‘Crazy Quilt,’ with the Healy- 
Brice-Baker cast intact, did ex- 
tremely well for two nights and a 
matinee, copping around $9,000 for 
the three performances, one of the 
most important pieces of theatre 
money taken out of this town in 
many a moon, 

‘What a Woman Wants’ just fair 
for the Berkell stock at the newly 
opened Keith’s, Registered $2,800. 

‘Vanities’ goes into English’'s for 
three duys this week, 
counting a mat, 


Hotel L. A. Ace 
$70,000 2nd Wk: 
‘Sh’ ghraun’ NS.G. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 
Expected slump in legit business 
holiday's didn’t mate- 
‘Grand Hotel,’ ‘Lucky Day’ 
and ‘Lysistrata’ all held strong. 
ror Zee Zee’ dropped about 
that 


perior- 


, , ! 1) 
ioui eirivio 








following the 


rialize. 


‘Easy 
a grand below last week, but 
Two extra 
last week gave it a 
‘The Last of Mrs. Cheney,’ 
Daniels starred, held to 
its average of $6,000. Not so hot, 
and demonstrates once again that 
in Hollywood there are only half a 
picture names who 
the legit b. o. 
Stratford-upon-Avon Shakespea- 
rean Rep company quit the Bilt- 
more Saturday after three weeks. 
Final week got $8,000, which was 
a drop of $2,000 under last week, 
caused by the schools being in ses- 
sion again. Patronage was about 
75% students during the run, 
National Stock Co., at the Fi- 
gueroa, struggled through ‘The 
Bandit’ to a gross of $700. Al 
Kantor producer will give the six- 
bit top policy another two weeks’ 
trial, and if it doesn’t break he'll 
fold. 

Edward Everett Horton revived 
‘The Shaughraun,” retitled ‘The 
Scamp,’ at the Hollywood Play- 
house Wednesday night. Advance 
looked bullish but petered out a 
few days before the opening. First 
four performances got a disappoint- 
ing $3,200, indicating that Horton’s 
following want to see him in soph- 
isticated comedy. Horton pulls it out 
Jan. 19. ‘Unexpected Husband,’ the 
Barry Connor farce, opens Jan. 20. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney’; El Capi- 
tan (3rd week) (C-1,571-$1.50). 
About breaking even at $6,000, with 
the Bebe Daniels name not drawing 
much, 

‘The Scamp,’ 


was figured, 
mances 
break. 
with 


Zovd 


Bebe 


dozen mean 


anything at 


Hollywood Play- 


house (1st week) (C-1,152-$2). An- 
tiquated Irish comedy a poor at- 
traction for Horton at $3,200 for 


the first four performances, 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Belasco (3rd week) 
(D-1,103-$2.50). Topping the town 
at $20,000, and will be held over the 
usual three-week run at this house. 

‘Easy For Zee Zee,’ Music Box 
(3srd week) (C-965-$1.50). With a 
nut of $2,400 profitable at $4,200; 
nothing but the dirt drawing. 

‘Lysistrata,’ Carthay Circle (3rd 
week)*® (C-1,500-$1.50). Played up 
as class with the blueness featured: 
strong at $11,000. 

‘Lucky Day,’ Mayan (2nd week) 
(M-1,492-$1.50). Colored musical 
holding up with $12,000 for the sec- 
ond week. 

Stratford-upon-Avon Shakespea- 
rean Co., Biltmore (3rd, final week) 
(Rep.-1,656-$2.50), Last stanza got 
$8,000, a profitable figure. ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ opens January 27, 

“The Bandit,’ Figueroa (one week 
only) (CD-1,200-.75). Starvation at 
$700. ‘Tildy Ann,’ new play by 
Charles Sherman, opened Monday 
for one week, i 


DUNCAN SIS ALONE IN 





| 
| 30ston, Mass., 
Legit houses rolling along with 
| the tide of depression. Business not 
| what is might be here, but still no 
|} loud complaints. Fred Stone, at the 
| Shubert, looked like old times with 
| $24,000. Other houses only ordinary. 
; Wilbur did next best, with $12,000 
jon ‘Three Little Girls’ first week. 
| Shubert—“« 100d Companions’ 
|opened last night. ‘Smiling Faces,’ 
| Fred Stone, with fine $24,000 for last 
stanza, 
Wilbur—‘Three Little Girls’ off to 
)a fair start, with $12,000 for first 
week, 

Plymouth — Now dark, but ‘Mrs. 


Jan, 11. 


| last week. 

| Hollis—‘Cloudy With Showers’ not 

|} hitting the way it should. House 

| did poor $7,000 week. 
Majestic—‘Blossom Time’ 

jlast night. 


last 


opened 


| FRISCO GOT $4,500 


San Francisco, Jan. 11, 

Duncan Sisters in third and final 
week at Henry Duffy’s Alcazar had 
the town to themselves, with the 
Geary, Curran and Columbia dark. 

‘Topsy and Eva’ bowed out after 
three weeks to tune of $4,500, leav- 
ing Joe E. Brown in ‘Square Crooks’ 
to open yesterday (10). Total take 
for Duncans on three weeks about 
$19,500, healthy. 





Erlanger’s Columbia has Strat- 
| ford - Upon - Avon Shakespearean 
| troupe opening today (11), in three 
|; weeks of rep, 

Richard Bennett in ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac’ next attraction for Cur- 
ran, Jan. 25, 


— 


ee 
a 


Jolson Loop Wow; ‘Crowd’ 2-for-!: 
‘Grand Hotel’ at $23,000 in 5th Week 





— 


Chicago, Jan, 11. 


Holiday aftermath found the legit 
mart knocked for a row of frozen 
ticket racks. Grosses nose-dived 
dizzily for almost everyone of the 
|holdovers. Al Jolson’s ‘Wonder Bar,’ 
iat close to $32,000. is the standout 
exception. Morbid state of 
however, is expected to blow over 
the current week when the parade 
ot big trade conventions carded fo 
January gets under way. 





‘Grand Hotel’ last week took a 
four-grand decline to $23,000 ana 
has decided to call it a run after 


four more weeks. Advance call here 
that followed the closing announce- 
ment indicated a substantial and 
profitable recovery. 

But the incident of the week that 


PHILA. GROSSES 





Philadelphia, Jan. 11. 
Nothing very sensational in 
Phiily’s legit trade last week, but, 
on the other end, there was little red 

ink around the five houses open. 
Ethel Barrymore's strong $14,500 
for her second week at the Chestnut 
under Professional Players’ sub- 
scription auspices Was as encourag- 


ing as anything in town. Both 
matinees were sensational and it 


looks as if this engagement would 
be not only the Pro Players’ best of 
the year, but the best of their three 
years’ career. 

‘Smiling Through’ never got the 
trade that was expected for it at the 
Garrick, but here again matinee biz 
helped a lot and gross came close 
to $20,000, 

‘Good Companions,’ which won 
raves from the press, was still an- 
other that was greatly aided by 
matinee business. Both Wednesday 
and Saturday found plenty of profit 
and figure for last week of this 
English play at the Forrest was 
about $10,000—not, however, profit- 
able for this production, which is as 
expensive as many small musicals. 

‘House of Connelly,” Theatre 
Guild’s third offering of the year, 
and played in the Broad, instead of 


the Garrick, did very nicely with 
$14,000, 

‘Blossom Time’ slumped in its 
final week at the Shubert, but 


pulled in about $10,000 at that and 
probably made something. 

This week's newcomers are ‘Smil- 
ing Faces’ with Fred Stone at the 
Forrest and ‘Adam Had Two Sons’ 
at the Garrick. Latter in for sin- 
gle week only. yarrick’s next is 
‘Wild Waves,’ also for single week. 
The only houses here set with book- 
ings for winter are Forrest, Gar- 
rick and Chestnut. The Broad and 
Shubert will probably be dark most 
of the coming weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

House of Connelly’ (Broad, 2d 
week), tuild offering did very 
nicely and made profit. Around 
$14,000. 

‘Adam Had Two Sons’ (Garrick, 
one week only), Week's only dra- 
matic opening. ‘Smiling Through’ 
got around $20,000 last week. 

‘School for Scandal’ (Chestnut, 3d 
week). Barrymore revival doing 
very well. Got between $14,500 and 
$15,000 last week. 


‘Smiling Faces’ (Forrest, ist 
week). Stone show in for fort- 
night. ‘Good Companions’ got 


around $10,000 in second and last 
week. Not profitable, but better 
than it would have been without aid 
of strong matinees. 


Follies’ $40,000 Detroit 


Detroit, Jan, 11. 
The ‘Follies’ surprised in packing 
them in for a near capacity week 
of six days here last week. With 
a top of $4.40, it was expected that 
very little money would be made 
instead of which was big at $40,000. 


——-. = 


‘Husbands’ $9,000—Minn. 


Minneapolis, Jan, 11. 

‘As Husbands Go,’ second of the 
Theatre Guild series at the Metro- 
politan, grossed around $6,000 for 
four performances, which, consider- 
ing the adverse weather, was good. 
Underlined the Shawn Dancers for a 
single day, and ‘The Blue Bird.’ 
‘Ladies of the Jury’ good for the 
Bainbridge stock, $5,000. Current 
offering, ‘Two Seconds.’ 

Hindera Wausa and her neanly 
nude dancing, added attraction, 
boosted business for the Hirsch 
burlesque stock at the Gayety. With 
the aid of a professional wrestling 
match Friday night ‘Surprises of 
1932’ pulled over $4,000. Good. 











affairs, | 


SHOW UP WELL 


grabbed main attention 
ment from 
sudden 


and com. 
the legit mob was the 
throwing of ‘Three's a 
Crowd’ into the cut-rate column 
Meager turnout for the first three 
performances of the week kept the 
vu undei $17,000. Finding that 
it could not advance the show’s St 
Louis opening date before % 


- 
rf) 


Jan. 24, 


the Gordon office elected to save 
what it could during the next two 
weeks by way of the clipped- price 
route, 

Worried most by the ‘Three's a 
Crowd’ move was Lew Leslie's 
‘Rhapsody in Black,’ operating ata 
Straight $2.50 top figure. The Les- 


lie extravaganza had started out 
like a house afire and gave promise 
of holding its own easily, with the 
result that the slump from $23,000 
to near $16,000 for the second week 


evoked surprise all around. Sale 
here is almost entirely dependent 
upon box office contact, since the 


agency disposal amounts to no more 
than 70 any night. No matter what 


happens, Leslie has averred, the 
show won't resort to cut-rates 

| Only casualty of the week was 
| Harry Minturn’s version of ‘Eliza- 


beth the Queen,’ which, on the sec. 
ond week, found the going too tough 
at the Studebaker and pulled a Sat- 
urday night fold. Tragedy had been 
booked for four weeks. 

Nothing listed for premiering this 


week. Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies’ follows 
‘Green Pastures’ into the Illinois 
on Jan. 17 for four weeks and at 


the top asking price of the season, 
$4.40. Next day ‘As Husbands Go’ 
is scheduled to open at the Black- 
stone. Maurice Chevalier comes 
into the Erlanger Jan. 24 for a week 
of two-a-days, offering only a cou- 
ple of piano players besides himself 
for $3 night and $2 mats. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Broken Dishes,’ Adelphi 
i week) (C-1,002; $3). 
dropped out of this one beginning 
of this week. talph Kettering 
slapped up the two-week plaster 
and same time flooded the loop with 
passes carrying the 50-cent service 
charge thing. Take on the stanza 
around $3,000. Nothing booked to 
follow. 

‘Chauve Souris,’ Selwyn 
week) (R-1,086; $2.50). Opened last 
Sunday night. Only one or two 
numbers not seen here before. Eco- 
nomical hookup, from the shabby 
scenery to the coffce-and-cake sat- 
aries, should have made Balieff’s cut 
on the $6,500 oke, but meant an- 
other red week for the house. Show 
jumping to South Africa on four 
months’ contract. 

‘East Lynne,’ 


(2nd 
Bottom 


(1st 


Cort (1st-final 
week) (D-984; $1). Billy Bryant’s 
Show Boat troupe blew for the 
tolden, New York, Saturday night, 


after seven weeks of consistent 
draw. First freak revival. ‘Ten 
Nights in a Bar Room,’ ran six 


weeks with both camps netting neat 
little profit. Similar reaction to 
‘East Lynne,’ set for only a week, 
brought a solid $6,000, with the 
Friday and Saturday performances 
complete sellouts. Could have 
stayed another week profitably. 
House dark until Jan, 24, when Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner arrives for a 
week. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Grand (5th week) 
(D-1,365; $3). Down to $23,000. 
Closing date announced, Feb. 6, but 
sharp pick-up anticipated for the 
remainder of the nine weeks run. 

‘Green Pastures,’ ILilinois (17th 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Should wind 
up the coming Saturday night (16) 
with a tally at least three grand 
better than last week’s $16,000. Sea- 
son’s record drama opens in Mil- 
waukee the 17th for two weeks. 
Producer's profit here figured at 
better than $50,000 for the run. 

‘House Beautiful,’ Harris (2nd 
week) (D-1,084; $3). Dropped 
about a grand to slightly better 
than $9,000. Almost entirely de- 
pendent on the Dramatic League 
list, with outlook for attracting @ 
flock of non-subscription shekels 
for remaining stay promising. 
Claimed underquoted by $2,000 last 
week, 

‘Marching By,’ Great 
(5th week) (O-1,165; $3). 
ently making some money at 
000. Selling to Jan. 30. 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Garrick (2nd 
week) (R-1,997; $2.50). Did around 
$16,000 on almost exclusively 0.0. 
distribution. Show feels agencies 
are passing it up to push the mu- 


Northern 
Appar- 
$13,< 


sicals on which the brokers hav® 
buys. 
‘Three’s a Crowd,’ Erlanger (rd 


Rushed into 
midweek and 
Doesn't leavé 


week) (R-1,319; $3). 
the cut-rates in 
squeezed out $17,000, 
until the 28rd. 
‘Wonder Bar,’ Apollo (2nd week) 
(R-1,430; $3.85). Moved into its 
second week with a sellout for Sun- 
day night and consistently packing 
them in through the week and again 
selling out for the Sat. performance. 
Became the only real bright spot 1% 
the Loop. Advance looks good. 
Has two more stanzas to go wit! 
nothing set to follow at house. 
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SHUBERTS NET 
$36,000 IN DEC. 


Yhe financial condition of the 
Bhubert Theatre Corp. in receiver- 
ghip, shows improvement in report 
for the month of December. Not 
enly did the business remain within 
its overhead expense but recouped 


gome of the operating deficit that 
mounted from the date of receiver- 
ship, Oct. 
ber. 
Whether receivers 
able to satisfy the 
it would be best to continue 
business under 


tion after the season is further 


20 to the end of Novem- 

the will be 
that 
the 


direc- 


creditors 


receivership 
ad- 


yanced, not yet indicated. 

The process of ridding the cor- 
poration of theatres, interest and 
ether charges which constitute the 
heaviest cost item, continues. 
Latest to be turned back are the 
Booth and the 44th Street. The 
Booth is owned by Winthrop Ames 


and operated under lease by him 
and the Shuberts. The latter had 
a one-third interest in the 44th 


Street, Samuel Untermyer having 
alike percentage. Possible the the- 
atre will be taken back, however, 
and is now slated to get ‘The Little 
Racketeer’ which has been in the 
throes of revision for some time. 
What the receivers will do about 
the Majestic, Royale and Masque 
has not been decided. The corpora- 
tion owns the trio, but may let go 
because of the mortgages. 


In Red $136,000 
First week of the receivership the 
loss was over $62,000 and was down 
around $11,000 weekly by the end 
of November. 


The total deficit of the receiver- 
ship up to then, a matter of seven 
weeks, was $136,000. During De- 
cember there were profits and 
lightened burdens that resulted in 
the receivers being able to reduce 
the operating deficit to $100,000. 

Matter of stimulating production 
constitutes the major problem at 
this time. Scripts are being read 
by six persons in the Shubert of- 
fice, each giving a written opinion. 
Appears agreed that shows will not 
be produced unless favored by a 
majority of the ‘board.’ Two plays 
definitely slated are ‘Zoom’ and ‘if 
Booth Had Missed.” Latter show 
was at first laid aside because it 
calls for a cast of 60 players. There 
are a dozen Shubert shows on tour 
which are claimed to be making 
money. 


It is known that the receivership 
has operated without further sale 
of receiver’s certificates. The issue 
was for $150,000 of which Lee Shu- 
bert purchased one third. It has 
not been necessary to dispose of the 
balance, nor has anyone other than 
Shubert been willing to take up the 
certificates. They mature Feb. 1. 
If the receivership is not in a posi- 
tion to take up the certificates, per- 
mission to extend the maturity will 
be asked of the court. It is be- 
Heved that Lee Shubert as co-re- 
ceiver will not oppose such a 
motion, 





‘3’s a Crowd’ on Road, So 
Max Gordon Steps Out 


Chicago, Jan, 11. 


Closing at the Erlanger, Jan. 23, 
‘Three’s a Crowd’ will take to the 
road, heading coastward, under the 
Co-operative ownership and man- 
agement of Clifton Webb, Fred Al- 
len and Libby Holman. Max Gor- 
don, original producer of the show, 
steps out of the picture with the 
three co-stars of the revue assum- 


ing the salaries of the rest of the 
company. 


Webb, Allen and Holman hay 
een working on a percentage acta 
Tight along anyway, with Gordon 
relinquishing his title because of 
other show interests in New York. 


Quits Play for Films 


Engaged by Warners for the talk- 
er, “Two Seconds,’ by Elliott Lester, 
Preston Foster, who played in the 
stage version, has handed in his no- 
tice to Aarons & Freedley, Actor 
had role in A. & F.’s drama, ‘Adam 
Had Two Sons.’ 


Fr oster 





en will stay with ‘Adam’ two 
weeks, opening in Philly Monday 
(11). Actor is contracted to show 
on the coast Feb. 4 





} 
| check 








Leading Man Made $2 | 
Touch, but Saskatoon — 
Stock Blew Anyway 


Winnipeg, Can., Jan. 11. | 
Laughter is close to tears, and | 
there is plenty of both in the Sas- | 
katoon Empire Theatre Stock com- 
pany finish. | 
Most of the troupe were dissatis- 
fied with Secord, who brought 
the outfit here. MacDonald 
who also owns the Empire hotel 
where the players resided, was 
ways mystified. At the finish Mar- 
gery Williams leading woman 
finally brought Secord into court. 
Secord told the company to hold 
on as he had another engagement in 
Lethbridge, but the folks decided to 
their trunks. H. Needham, 
thinking he was joining a big out- 
fit, when he was sent for, was met | 
by the leading man at the station, | 
who tried to borrow £2. 
The final week tthe actors had to 
tet out and sell tickets themselves. 
Florence Ward sold $41 worth. 





Geo 


Owner 


SHUBERT ORGAN BLOWS; 


BREAK FOR INDIE BOYS : 


; ment 


‘New York Re- 
known as the | 
the former Shu- | 


suspended pub- 


(9) the 
notoriously 
house organ for 
bert organization, 
lication. 

It was virtually 
independent plays in Shubert 
houses to take space in the ‘Re- 
view’ at the minimum of $50 per 
week, even though few people other 
than advertisers ever saw the sheet 
and fewer read it. Space was also 
used by the Shuberts’ own shows 
at the same rate whatever profit 
came out went to Lee Shubert, it 
was said. 

This season the weekly organ had | 
been going into the red. While 
there was supposed to have been a 
fairly heavy surplus, it was just a 
matter of time when it would sus- 
pend, after the Shuberts fell into 
receivership. 

At its best the ‘Review’ printed 
6,000 copies and that was some years 
ago. In the past few years the or- 
gan was rarely seen on the news- 
stands where sales were estimated 
lately under 200 copies weekly. 

It cost little to publish the gag 
weekly. Much of what news it 
printed appeared to have _ been 
filched, sometimes without even re- 
writing, generally from ‘Variety.’ 

At the time the Shuberts hit the 
rocks the ‘Keview’ carried an edi- 
torial to the effect that it was a 
blessing in disguise and the best 
thing that could happen for the 
Shubert stockholders. Even the 
stockholders didn’t read that hooey. 


Passion Play’ Revival 
In Jersey Auditorium 


Saturday 
view,’ 


j 
mandatory for 











The 1932 presentation of ‘Our, 
Lord’s Passion and Death’ by the 
nationally-known Passion Players 
of Holy Family Catholic Church in 
Union City (N. J.), will be staged in 
the new auditorium erected for this 
purpose. 

Rehearsals for the annual produc- | 
tion, given during the Lenten sea- 
son, are now being conducted. 

The drama yearly attracts thou- 
sands of people from New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Con-| 
necticut, and surrounding territory. 
New York city dailies send critics to 
review the production. 
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| however, 


| charge of the story dept. 


No More Exclusives 


One of the worst blows that 





has befallen legit agents is the 
loss of exclusive casting with 
certain producers. There are 
but one or two such deals still 
existent in the dramatic fields. 
On the musical end there are 
no such arrangements any 
more, 
Shorten list of legit 
reason, 


ing of the 
produc 


other is tha 


ers 18 one 
t casting has be- 
ty that 
around s0 rapidly 
2 f their 
job applying. When 


up nearly as mi 


ye such a news 


rari 

1ereof gets 
the actors do most o own 
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iny agents 


re in touc} wit proauc ers as 











EQUITY WOULD TIE UP 


LEAGUE ON AGREEMENT 


Equity is facing a 
its bs minimum 
the Managers’ 
tion, the 


three 


problem about 
agreement with 
Protective Assoc ia- 
t having about 


The Shuberts 


isic 


contra‘ 
vears to £O. 
most active in the M. P. 


+ 7 . + — 
rmed. As that firm 


were tie 
A entatinte $1 7 
% Which they 


is in receivership, the basic 
has little weight or leve 
It is proposed to effect 
with the Theatre Le: 
that Equity is 
recognizes the 
prohibits 


rage 


1fue, 
considering. 
stipulation 


move 
Equit 


r. A, 
one of the agreement's obsolete fea- 


| tures, Therefore with some changes 
the connection with the League 
could be made. 

One obstacle to the transfer of the 
basic agreement from the M. P. A. 
to the League is the clause wherein 


the managerial body guarantees the 
ries of its member’s shows. 
League is not in a position to offer 
the same protection. At 
the Shubert receivers are 


not permitted to issue such a guar- | 


antee and as most of the other M. 
P. A. members are inactive, the 
agreement is a negative matter. 





-MACGOWAN AT $750 FOR 
RADIO, HOLDS IN LEGIT °... FM pigh 


Deal 
Gowan, 


whereby Kenneth 
legit- producer, becomes 
scenario head for Radio Pictures 
was set Friday (8). MacGowan, 
who'll work directly under David 
Selznick, leaves for the coast this 
week, 

MacGowan’s contract is for six 
months, in this story capacity. His 
going, he declares, in no wise affects 
his legit partnership with Joseph 
Reed, which spikes reports current 
of the firm splitting and Reed go- 
ing with Arthur Sircom. 

Mentioned salary for MacGowan 
is $750 weekly. 
that should he remain with Radio 
he will be given at least three 
months in the fall for stage work. 

At Radio MacGowan gets full 
His legit 
firm has two shows ‘Autum Crocus,’ 
London hit, and ‘Love Story’ by 
Sam Behrman, both off until next 
fall. They currently have ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’ at the Bijou. 


Dillingham Tour Holds 





Chevalier Until March | 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Maurice Chevalier’s concert tour 
under Dillingham auspices, which 
follows his appearance at the San 
Francisco automobile’ show, 
keep him on the road until March, 
when he returns here to continue 


i pictures at Paramount. 


Millionaires on Loose 
Oakland, Jan. 11. 


Philanthropic showmanship is} 


manifested by ads heralding ‘The 
Geisha,’ 55-people musical, at thé 
Fulton here, to a 25 and 50 cents) 
scale, with Wed. and Sat. mats. | 


the two-bit performances. 

Ads herald that the owners of| 
‘The Geisha’ are all rich men, car- 
ing little for profit, as an explana- 
tion for the low admish grtoem. 


Censor Squawk Helps 


Sioux City, Ia., Jan. 11. 

‘Crazy Quilt’ hit a snag when the | 
city board of theatre censors de- | 
creed that billboard pictures would 
offend the minds of young people. 
As a result posters were orna- | 
mented with strips of paper, COV- | 
ering certain parts. 
Result, more attention and plenty 
of interest. | 


His itinerary follows: Jan. 20, 21, 





his sister, Mrs. Ed. Davidow. 


‘LEGIT MOBILIZING TO 


An- | 


j 
agree- 


a similar | 


acceptance to M. | 
membership without assent wf 


present, | 


Mac- 


MacGowan says} 


will | 


Erlanger Fortune Shrinks as Long 


Fixel Will 


Contest Nears End 





COMBAT TAX THREAT 


A general meeting of show inter- 
ests, convened in the offices of the | 
Theatre League Monday to consider 
Wavs and means to counter the con- 
gzressional proposal to put the 10% 

| tax back on all admissions tickets. 
A hearing for the amusement inter- 
ests has been set in Washington be- 
fore the Wi ys nd Means Com- 
nittee 


In combination with managers 
representatives of the stage unions 
attended the Leagues call. Messages 
asking for a representative gather- 
ing were signed by Arthur Hopkins 
(managers) Frank Gillmore (Equity) 
William C. Elliott hands) 


(stage 


and James Brennan (T. R. U.). 

The proposal to impose admis- 
sions taxes on virtually the same 
basis as the war time measure may 
be followed by similar move on 
the part of New York's state legis- 

-j/lature. Idea in that quarter is to 
put a 5% tax on all tickets, should 


the government slap on the 10% 
| tax. That would result in a 15‘ 
tax, should both measures g0 


through. 


‘INTERLUDE’ TO BLANKET | 
‘ELECTRA’ SHUBERT IDEA 


| 

j 

| Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 

| Management of Nixon, legit, was 
put out last week when rival Alvin, 


house, booked in O'Neill's 
| ‘Strange Interlude’ week ahead of 
| the new marathon drama, ‘Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra,’ Theatre Guild 
| presentation at Nixon, 


| Shubert 


| Latter site for weeks now has 
|} been playing up the O'Neill angle 


as the dinner 
have 
Interlude’ 


advance 


as well 
j} and se to 

_ Wee s only 
splurge 
‘Rlectra.’ 


Cops Close ‘Lysistrata’ in 
L. A.; Injunction Reopens 


viven 





Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Nance O'Neil and 52 other mem- 
bers of the cast of ‘Lysistrata,’ at 
the Carthay Circle, were arrested 
Thursday (7) and released on bail 
for further hearings, performances 
continuing meanwhile, On Saturday 
the management succeeded in ob- 
taining an injunction against Capt. 
| Jones, of the Vice Squad, and Mayor 
Porter, restraining them from fur- 
ther interfering with the okay. 

Owing to the character of the 
Carthay is it improbable that the 
raid was a publicity gesture, par- 
| ticularly since it followed a raid on 
la downtown burlesque house and 
with reports of further raids In con- 
templation if the managements do 
not tone down. 

Local dailies had plenty of fun 
| with the cops, who were reported to 
|} be running all over the place look- 

ing for Arthur Aristophanes, the 
| author. 

Management secured an injunc- 
} 
| 
| 








tion restraining further interference 
with performance until trial. ‘Easy 
for Zee Zee’ was visited Friday (8° 
by the but there was no ac- 
tion. 


cops, 





| ings. 


————= 


intermission | 
felt Alvin booked | ad suggested a trip to Europe by 
to | Erlanger 





While Charlotte Fixel is fighting 
jin court to have herself recognized 
as the common law wife of the late 
A. L. 
right to a 


Erlanger and to establish her 


portion of his estate, 


jthose close to the Erlanger heirs 
jsay the indications are that when 
jthe contest is ended, the estate w ill 
j}have shrunk to little more than $1,- 
1 000,000. The reason lies in the 
losses sustained by Erlanger’s in 
the past year or so. At the time of 


ithe showman’s death the estate was 


conservatively estimated at $10,000,- 
000, but 
total to more than seven times that 


other estimates ran the 


figure. 
While the action before Surrogate 


|O’Brien will end this week, after 
ithree months, appeals by ither 
|side, regardless of the decision, 
imight drag the case through the 


courts for four or 
torneys were due to sum up start- 
jing Monday (11). 
Attacks Dillons 
The surrogate conducted an un- 
| usual hearing Saturday evening (9) 


lin the home of Mrs. Hazel Schade 
She was a 


on West 99th si t. 

jrebuttal witness offered by the 
estate. Recovering from penumonia 
| she was propped up in bed. Mrs. 
| Schade testified to conversations 
she had with John J. Dillon form- 
erly Erlanger’s general manager 
jand the latter’s wife, formerly 


five years. At- 


| 
| 


Madeline Donnelly, private secre- 
tary to the showman. 
The incident testified to was 


|dated in July, 1928. Mrs. Schade 
{said Dillon estimated that Erlanger 
could not live much longer and that 
‘by 1932 we will be sitting on top 
of the world. Charlotte would be 


lrunning things by then and would 
\be like putty in my hands.’ The 


|witness also said that the Dillons 
and Miss Fixel to ‘pub- 
, }licly establish the realtionship be- 
tween them.’ Earlier in the trial 
Dillon testified he had no interest 
in the case, other than being a 
friend of Miss Fixel’s. 
Point for Contestant 

Early last week Miss Fixel scored 
;}@ point. Saul J. Baron, the Er- 
langer attorney, under cross exam- 
ination by Steuer, admitted that 
in the state census of 1925, Erlanger 
was listed as ‘husband’ and Miss 
Fixel as ‘wife’ resident at the West 
End avenue home. However, there 
was put in evidence a ‘consent’ to 
adoption which Erlanger refused to 
sign. The paper had been drawn 
up by Baron at the contestant’s 
urging, in the hope that the show- 
man would adopt her. Charles 
Dillingham testified briefly, saying 
he never knew Erlanger to refer to 
the contestant as his wife. 

The estate rested its case early 
last week and rebuttal witnesses 
were called. Kresel put Albert 
Knipping, a former cook for the 
deceased, on the stand. Steuer at- 
tacked the credibility of the witness 
by bringing out the fact the man is 
now in the employ of the Dillons. 
Henri Carpentier (Henri’s), who 
conducted a read house in Long 
Island, testified that Erlanger in- 
troduced Miss Fixel as ‘my sweet, 
lovely lady, my wife, Mrs. Erlanger.’ 

Edward J. King said that when 
he procured passports for the couple 
in 1925, Erlanger cautioned Miss 
Fixel to register under her maiden 
name and represent herself as a 
single woman. Clerks from a say- 
ings bank testified that two ac- 











American Theatre, St. Louis; Jan.| Bond Lack Stops Show counts had been opened in the name 
22. English & Upere House, Indian- s of Charlotte Fixel but later chanced 
}apolis; Jan. 23, Hartman Zneatre, on of Satan’ ran up ‘inst lto Charlotte Erlanger. 
a | Columbus: Jan. 24 to 320, Erlan ger, Equity bond troubl asnuman and inal Ree Pe 
Chicago; ge st, ; i a n, Det ees | rehearsal suspended, Understood P 
¢ 1 t G ynia oston; Fen. | j i 
7 0 4 anak ee "4 Philadelphia: $2,000 was de posited with Equity for Miller S Round Trip 
Fe 7, National, Washington; Feb. | a two weeks guarantee, E. White- Gilbert Miller sails for London on 
e on! s Opera House, Baltimore; | house Cortice who is named as the | the Europa Jan. 23, if his current 
Feb. 9 and 10, Shubert, Newark, and | producer was required to post an peer ne ‘Animal Kingdom,’ is set 
Feb. 11 to 27, Fulton, New York. | additional $600, and was notified |in New York by that time, as seems 
Jack Fray and Mario Braggiotti | otherwise money on deposit wees be |likely. Piece is scheduled to open 
be with Chevalier as accom-| distributed to the cast by Equitv | several days previous. 
panists and for piano interpolations. | without permitting the show to | Soon as Miller arrives in London 
open, ; he’ll complete details for bringing to 
Shubert Leaves Hospital ‘| The manager said the actual | New York his current Apollo show, 
Lee Shubert is expected to leave! ownership of the show Ag been | “‘There’s Always Juliet,’ and will re- 
the hospital today. <A report that ‘signed to his wife, Louise H. turn within a few days, cast possibly 
a second operation was required! Cortice, He is known around|coming right back with him. 
| was untrue. He is said to be ii | Equity asMhaving had several small | In the London piece are Herbert 
satisfactory condition and will prob-| cost shows\in the past which failed | Marshall and Edna Best. Play was 
ably go to Palm Beach late this| as co-operative attempts ‘Satan’ | written by John Van Druten. Idea 
week. Until then he will stay with! was listed among this week’s open- |is to move the production to New 


York intact. 
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Plays on 


Broadway 





THE DEVIL PASSES 


Comedy-drama in three acts presented by 
Arch Selwyn at the Selwyn Jan. 4; writ- 


ten by Benn W. Levy; sétaged by the 
author, 

D. C. Magnus..... veeeh esos, ava Byron 
Paul Robinson.............Diana wyerers 
Dorothy Lister.. oe 26aenen Mary Nash 
Cosmo Ween sucsdcoeks oo .Ernest Thesiger 
Louis Kisch...... coceseseces Ernest Cossart 
Beatrice Messiter....++...6.04 ‘ecilia Loftus 
Rev. Herbert Messiter -Robert Loraine 
DE cab bececesucteacs Gwe *n Day Burroughs 
Rey. Nicholas Lucy........ Basil Rathbone 

The most distinguished cast 


the season or of many seasons gives 
so smart a performance that ‘The 
Devil Passes’ is outstanding this 
mid-season and its click chances are 
bright. Mark one up for Arch Sel- 
wyn. 

It seems that 
Benn W. Levy 
in the hole. 
authored what he considered a trifle 
in ‘Springtime for Henry,’ also pres- 
ent among the good things on 
Broadway. 

Two clergymen in 
something of a rarity 
these two characters are very ex- 
ceptional people and they contrib- 
ute much to ‘The Devil Passes.’ The 
Rev. Nicolas Lucy is a suave, mys- 
terious fellow, satanic, it would 
seem. The Rev. Herbert Messiter, 
his senior in the pastorate, is more 
of the conforming type until he 
blasts defiance at the diety in an 
off moment. 

D. C. Magnus, a successful, mid- 
dle-aged novelist, takes to himself 
a young mistress, Paul Robinson 
(they have those names in England 
and Evelyn is a name they hang on 
males sometimes). She is an at- 
tractive girl and quite devoted to 
her D. C. To their home in the 
country the pastors are of a week- 
end house party. The silent Rev. 
Lucy suggests the game of ‘truths.’ 

This ‘circle of blackguards’ tell 
what each desires. The other cleric 
wants advancement, an_ actress 
wants more fame and applause, her 
artist husband desires to paint 
“eautifully, a lesser author wants to 
do a best seller, D. C. seeks comfort. 

Whether the author works out his 
plot as successfully as he sets it 
forth is questionable, but the artis- 
try of its presentation is sure and 
the play maintains a certain in- 
terest throughout. He contends that 
the devil is doing God’s work be- 
cause at heart people are right- 
thinking. Each of the characters of 
the play when put to the test re- 
fuses to carry out what he or she 
had claimed was his or her secret 
desire. The play takes on a puz- 
zling conclusion. Rev. Lucy and the 
girl Paul have expressed love for 
each other and he has proposed 
marriage. D. C. agrees to release 
her, just after he has arranged a 
substantial income for her. But the 
curious Lucy suddenly turns cold. 
No reason is given for the switch. 
He leaves with the comment that 
his work is finished there and that 
he will move on to another spot 
there to continue his missio-. The 
jilting of Paul, who above ali de- 
sired a true love, probably the more 
establishes the man as a devil. 

The always welcome Arthur Bryon 
gives D. C. an authenticity that 
makes him invaluable. That fine 
actor, Basil Rathbone, is the satanic 
Rev. Lucy. Fresh to these shores is 
Diana Wynyard, almost too nice a 
person to be a mistress. Scorched 
by the ‘devil,’ she shows something 
in emotionalism. Mary Nash plays 
the actress. That the part is not 
heavy is an inditation that Miss 
Nash enjoys the company of such 
a cast. Robert Loraine is the other 


with a 
an ace 


a manager 
script has 


one play is 


in itself, but 


clergyman, who defies God and 
never understands his associate. 


Cecilia Loftus is his dowdy but con- 
stant wife. Ernest Thesiger 
yearning novelist, and Ernest 
sart the painter. 

‘The Devil Passes’ 
garded as something 
morality plays. Its 
be general and at $3 
not miss. 


may 
modern 


Ibee. 





of | 


| 
That brilliant Londoner 


is a 
Cos- 


be re- 
in 
appeal should 
top it should | 


same, Name set-up generally indi- 
cates genesis in an arty group of 
Greenwich Village. Play was first 
known as “Trespass.’ 

The theme is juvenile delinquency 
with most of the principal charac- 
ters people of the lower strata. If 
it be propaganda, what the purpose 
is isn't clear. None of the supposed 
causes back of present-day criminal 
tendencies in minors is touched 
upon. Ner did it seem the retro- 
gression of this particular unlucky 
lad was logically carried forth to 
the tragic ending. The last act 
switch is sudden. It provides the 
rather ugly melodrama that ends 
the play. 

Francis Demarco is a 14-year-old 
boy, son of an Irish mother and 
Italian father. He has a bent for 
making things out of wood, book- 
cases, baskets and the like, which a 
shop-keeper readily buys. His moth- 
er prompts him to stay home from 
school, and the boy is so far back- 
ward that when he attends classes 
it is with small kids and the boy 
hates it. Mr. Gilkey, the truant 
officer, is a frequent visitor. 

Francis, with two elder 
caught putting ties across a rail- 
way track. As a matter of fact, he 
was attempting to remove the logs 
when caught, but through a com- 
plex which makes him want to seem 
tough, he refuses to explain and is 
sent to the reformatory. It is there 
that a sympathetic doctor, special- 
izing in backward children, brings 
out the truth and establishes the 
fact that Francis is inherently okay 
and arranges for his parole. Head 
of the school counters that move 
when Francis confesses the theft of 
carpentry tools from a town store. 
In rage the boy beats the master 
over the head with a chisel, takes 
a pistol and escapes. Pointing for 
home, he shoots two policemen. 
When the law comes for him the 
boy commits suicide with his last 
bullet 

‘Lost Boy’ brings out some sur- 
prising acting from Elisha Cook, Jr.. 
as the erring lad, often confused, 
responding to kindness and the re- 





boys, is 


verse when ill treated. George 
Colan and Clyde Franklin per- 
formed well in more or less sym- 
pathetic parts, especially the latter. 
Ruth Chorpenning came through 
with a type, as the boy's mother, 


the real seat of the trouble. Joseph 
Eggenton also good as the reform 
school head. 

Most of the reactions of the boy 
in ‘Lost Boy’ seemed natural enough 
and the author contends there are 
many of his kind. Just what he 
aims to tell in his play, however, is 
obscure and the question remains 
whether it is diverting theatre. In- 
dications are it is not. bee, 


NEVER NO MORE 


Melodrama in three acts presented at the 





Hudson by Robert Sparks; written by 
James Knox Millen, 
I a Ci nue ced d adh Kd ee Rose McClendon 
SUM veccsses Seeeessebecec Morris McKenney 
SOD ivicee eeseseseusece William TL. Andrews 
METI 060 o'909+ 00000068000 --Enid Raphael 
BO sséne ececese eeccoccess James Dunmore 
LAUTA ..ccesecccesasceseesseess Viola Dean 
Solomon 60bneeedoeceses see Bee 
Susie .....ee6 Covccescocoocess Dorothy Paul 
Deacon .....- oubes 600600600.6400Rew FEeee 
Neighbor ....c.cccoes eceess- Leigh Whipper 
The success achieved by ‘The 


Green Pastures’ and ‘Porgy’ perhaps 
impels showmen to aim for like re- 





sults with other all-negro. cast 
dramas. Such clicks are occasional 


land although the newest ‘Never No 
More’ is a good try, its chances are 
negative. 

Atter a good first act the play de- 
generates into a nightmare, It is 
perhaps the first time atvocities of 
the south have been attempted on 
the stage. Not a little of ‘Never No 
More’ has off-stage effects and 
voices. A young: egro is burned at 
the stake, while his mammy and the 
| other children hide within the wood- 
land shack, praying for the soul of 
the doomed son and brother, 

This terrifying story is exception- 





ally well told and acted by excep- 

LOST BOY itional colored players. Solomon is 

Drame in three acts presented at the | the youngest son of Mammy, her 

Mansfied Jan. 5 by Burton Harford; writ-| baby. she likes to call him. The lad 

ten by T. C. Upham; staged by James|;had met a white girl on a narrow 

Light. path in the woods. Her perfume 

Jou. eter SPS ekeceavievses es Sent Batre: | Sred him. Frightened, she fled, but 

Francis DeMarco..........El'sha Cook, Jr. |S yiomon caught up with her. At- 

Mra, DeMarco. ....0606+. Ruth Chorpenning ;t€mpting to stop her screams, he 
ASSIS DOMSrco...cccescsssecsved Ann Thomas | had strangle d her. 

Mr. Gilkeyens 2222202 Wither painan | And so the white folks are out 
Gould...... casdaauatl a Chambers with their dogs to track dow n the 
= Judge Donnelly..ccsscccccos ut George Price | killer whom they said ravaged the 
7” EN. BORWEEE. oc'isee cies eee.-Clyde Franklin | white girl. While the avengers are 
Sart Heres cecescorccree Peer Reuineon |on the way up from the river, the 
IESG Es sd.ene teseeeeeees Chares Berre | boy confesses, is given money for 
CU ery otecccccoe- +s. Richard Ross | flight but fails to escape. Mammy 
dl eer coeee eeccrces Je seph Egg one ) and her brood, mostly grown up, 
, Mr. Welch.....ccccccoees Samuel Ferguson | | barricade the door. They must en- 
pt eae oecccoeceses Gilbert Squarey | dure the agony of almost watching 

SE SSPE rire Alexander Smith! the pyre. 
When it is over the mob intends 
‘Lost Boy’ is not a depression! destroying the rest of the family. 
play, but it is depressive, the sec-jIt is Mammy who stops. them, 
ond this house has had recently,/ threatening to explode dynamite. 
and has no part in the Broadway |The unseen white mob leaves the 


scene, 


They say one or two recognized 
had the script, but turned 
it back. Burton Harford is the pre- 
That is probably a phoney, 


producers 


» senter. 
and report is that he and T. C. Up- 


spot while the sorrowing old negress 
takes out the boy’s best suit of 
clothes in which to bury him. 
It is all a cheerless story. It gives 
the other side of the lynchings and 
| burnings that the South is not 


ham, the author, are one and the‘ proud of, but cannot prevent. The 


terror of the negroes whcn the mob 
spirit is roused is rarely touched 
on in story and never on the stage. 
The tragedy of this poor family is 
heightened by the contentment ex- 
pressed at the opening—crops have 
been good and the family is better 
off than ever before. 

Rose McClendon as Mammy has 
attracted attention before and is 
outstanding in this play. Morris Mc- 
Kenney as the eldest son and Doro- 
thy Paul who plays his wife are 
among the others who do well. Ru- 
dolph Toombs plays the erring son. 


Not on very long but quite believ- 
able, 

The talk of the players is the real 
lingo of way down South. It’s all 
very real, -but Broadway is hardly 
likely to go for it, for ‘Never No 
More,’ like other recent shows, 
hardly classes as diversion, bee. 

ELECTRA 

The old Greek tragedy as wriiten by 
Sophocles presented by Robert Henderson. 
Co-stars Planche Yurka and Mrs. Patrick 


Campbell. For a series of four matinees. 


Fridays and Tuesdays, Jan. 8 to 19, at $3 
top. At the Selwyn, N. Y. 
An Old Servant.c.cccese: Charles Waldron 
CIPGWONE. 6.00 ce uedssoes Obawveenad John Buckler 
Pylades....... occcecceness Robert Schnitzer 
ree e0edsicctoces Blanche Yurka 
COCOONS, oid cedessctveneee Joyce Carey 
Clytaemnestra...... Mrs. Patrick Campbell 
Aemisthos....cccccecsccces Robert Henderson 
{Anna Duncan 
Phe CMOPOE. 66s icésos { Aina Kruge: 


| Doris Rich 


This is the venture, with a 
what different personnel, that 
trouped last season among the uni- 
towns, presenting this an- 
as a lure for students 
registered in Lit. 4B and Ancient 
History 6BK. Principals for that 
purpose were Henderson, playing 
Aegisthos, as well as doing the im- 
presario, and Miss Yurka 


versity 
cient classic 


as Elec- 


Apparently the sudden smash of 
the Eugene O'Neill play, ‘Mourning 
3ecomes Electra,’ inspired the idea 
that presentation of the ancient 
epic would attract an audience in- 
terested to the extent of $3 in the 
original from which O'Neill drew 
his scenario. It was smart figur- 
ing and the venture looks like a 
modest success within the limits 
suggested by the schedule of four 
off-day matinees with all that im- 
plies in economical operation. 


For the purposes of this engage- 
ment, Mrs. Campbell has been 
brought in for the role of Clytaem- 
nestra (Nazimova in the tuild 
piece) and other people added, 
among them Anna Duncan, dancer, 
for one very brief appearance; 


Joyce Carey (by courtesy of Kath- 
erine Cornell) in the part of Chry- 
sothemis, which was eliminated in 
the O'Neill parallel, and Alma Kru- 


ger and Doris Rich heading the 
chorus group. 
Presentation depends entirely 


upon the Guild play’s current vogue, 
for it is in no way a commercial 
offering on its own, with costumes 
and simple perfunctory scenic back- 
ing, and taking its entire acting 
force from a magnificent semi- 
monolog by Miss Yurka. Its pub- 
lic is confined exclusively to the 
O’Neill addicts and to students in 
literary courses, with what added 
patronage would come from _ the 
loyal following of the names in the 
cast. Those groups ought to give 
it ample support for the four per- 
formances scheduled, with perhaps 
an extension of the matinee series. 
In the modern sense, it isn’t a 
play at all, running only an hour 
and fifty minutes (matinees start 
at 3 o’clock and end at 4.55), and 


the stage action merely extremely 
long speeches and soliloquies, 


clothed in ponderous, if resounding, 
language. Grand elocution, but dull 
drama. Speeches for the most part 
are in blank verse. 

Program doesn't explain which 
one of the many versions in Eng- 
lish the present one is. For pur- 
poses of comparison with O’Neill’s 
elaboration, the action here begins 
many years after the murder of 
Agammemnon, opening with the re- 
turn of Orestes from his long hid- 
ing in exile, bent upon the avenging 
of his father’s slaying. And the 
story ends with his killing (off 
stage) of his mother and destruc- 
tion of Aegisthos, likewise out of 
view. 

At a guess this script follows a 
pretty ancient and very scholarly 
adaptation. Certainly it makes no 
concession to the modern theatre. 
Reason for this is apparent in the 
original dé@ésign of the undertaking— 
to show it in university towns for 
students principally. For that pur- 
pose it is admirable, but it is de- 
structive to the play’s popular ap- 
peal. Presentation is dignified to 
the extent of bookishness. 

Principal interest in the work, 
the light it shéds upon the in- 
genuity and insight into human 
motives of O'Neill that made it 
possible for him to so ilhiminate the 
old legend with human meaning. 

Miss Yurka does a stunning bit 
of acting, sometimes epic in pro- 
portions, entirely overshadowing 
everybody else in the cast, includ- 
ing Mrs. Campbell, who is not im- 
pressive in her few scenes. Alma 
Kruger, chief figure in the chorus, 
has a full, round voice and a nun- 
like calm of countenance, that 
somehow make her stilted ‘literary’ 
lines live and breathe. Rush. 


is 





some- | 


tra. 


WOLVES 


Drama in three acts, presented at the 
i9th Street, Jan. 6, by Maurice Schwartz. 
Trenslated from the French of Romain 
Rolland by Barrett H. Clark. Directed 
by and starring Mr. Schwartz. Charles 
Dalton een + Set hess Robert Van Rosen. 
MUOCHE . c ccwececccepocscdbes Charles Dalton 
VOPTRL. oc cbccccece eoneaececers Fred Eric 
D’Oyron... -Manart Kippen 
Teullier....cees -Maurice Schwartz 
Chapelas..... ..-Ernest Anderson 


seer eereee 





Buquet..ccccccccccccceess L. Byron Shores 
VIGRIOC sc vccctovecece ««--George R. Wilhelm 
Jean-Amable....... ...-Charles Livingstone 
A Boldler. ov evecvrves ecccctecd Antonio Passy 
Tathabh: Gabe. cecicck< coud 4 Harry Mervis 
Innkeeper Rifel..........6.-. Richard Clark 

Some five months ago Maurice 
Schwartz braved the frosts. of 
Broadway with a repertory com- 








On the face of it this play seems 
hopeless for Broadway at this day 
and age. But looked at as the third 
in Schwartz's series, it has as good 
a chance as any of his previous 
plays and with his clientele it may 
eke out six weeks. Just sufficient 
profitable time, perhaps, to allow 
him to rehearse his company in a 
fourth play if he starts right away. 
| ‘Wolves,’ gauged by today’s thea- 
tre neither a good play, nor a 
| rood financial venture. It is one of 
la series of plays that Romain Rol- 
land wrote about the French Revo- 
lution. Theatre Guild did one some 
time ago which was a disastrous 
venture, Rolland, one of the more 
famous French writers, seemed to 
have a passion for the French 
revolutionists. 

In ‘Wolves’ he gets worried about 
justice as opposed to patriotism. 
Title stands for the various gen- 
erals in a war. One is accused of 
being a traitor and sentenced to 
death. The other, while hating him, 
is still worried about justice and 
thinks him innocent. He tries to 
prove it but the craving for blood 
has risen and—instead of winning 
the populace to his point that a 
crime has been committed winds 
up by himself being led off to jail. 

No women characters in the cast, 
and everyone flouncing around in 
costumes and swords — especially 
swords. Seems like a sword can 
turn the best actor in the world 
into a ham. Or did at the opening 
night of this play. If that wasn’t 
enough, the play is talky as pos- 
sible and actionless, in the way of 
plays written a generation ago. 

To Schwartz’ credit—or discredit, 
since he also directed—it can be 
said that he gives the only good 
performance of the lot. He has a 
faint Yiddish accent, which he 
probably can’t get rid of and which 
is probably more noticeable in this 
role of a Frenchman than in an- 
other part—but his acting is sincere 
and good. The other actors—well, 
it’s probably those swords and cos- 
tumes. Charles Dalton, Manart 
Kippen and Fred Eric all can act 
quite satisfactorily. But they don’t 
here. Here they mumble and rant 
and tear around. 

Program carries a foot-note read- 
ing ‘The episode on which the ac- 
tion is based was typical of the 
time, but the present-day spectator 
can detect contemporary parallels.’ 
Maybe that’s an excuse for pro- 
ducing it. But a more likely excuse 
is the fact that Schwartz, an actor. 
is choosing the plays for his own 
edification, almost always a mis- 
take. Kauf, 





is 


DAVID GARRICK 


Play in three acts by T. W. Robertson 
entirely acted by one character, Phidelah 
Rice. Presented by Robert Webb Lawrence 
as first of a series to be done by Rice. At 
the Belmont for two days only, Jan. 6 and 
7. $2 top. 


Overhead on presentation of the 
oldtimer, ‘David Garrick,’ with 
Phidelah Rice doing all 10 parts, in- 
cluding three women, is probably 
the lowest on record for the New 
York stage. Even with that advan- 
tage, however, it is extremely 
doubtful if the mono-character ex- 
periment will be around long. 

While strictly a novelty with a 
few fair-to-middling laughs, it isn’t 
strong enough as a novelty to regis- 
ter at the box office. Opening night 
attendance was under 100 persons. 

As a mono-actor, with some 800 


performances of ‘Garrick’ to his 
record in the west and elsewhere, 
including colleges, Rice gives an 


amusing, if not a performance that 
approaches the extraordinary. Never 
impressing as a more than average 
actor for any type of part, he is re- 
markable, however, in that he 
| Changes character frequently with- 
out either falling out of character 
or torgetting lines. 

That feature, the feat of doing a 
10-character play single-handedly, 
and some of the unintended humor 
ef the piece that comes in essaying 
certain roles such as those of the 
women, make it an oddity. 

Rice works throughout in full 
evening dress, with his set only a 
velour cyc, a plain table and two 
kitchen type chairs. A better set- 
ting would have aided considerably 
in dressing up the play with a little 
atmosphere, 

That the action of the play may 





pany in a ‘series of artistic efforts.’ 
With his Second avenue reputation 
and a yearning to do ‘finer things’ 
he got himself a Broadway hearing. 
After the opening it didn’t seem 
ilikely he could last more than a 
| few weeks, but he survived for that 
}many months and got his second | 
play produced. Now, here's his 
third. 


————_, 


OUT OF TOWN REVIEW 


—_—_— 


THE SCAMP 
(The Shaughraun) 
Holiywood, Jan. 4, 

History doesn't record the attende 
ance of Eugene O'Neil at any per. 
formance of Dion Boucicault’s ‘The 
Shaughraun’ but the old Irish clas- 
sic, like ‘Strange Interlude,’ is 50% 
asides. 

Produc ed here by Edward Everett 
Horton, the revival is a radic al 
change from his previous ‘Private 
Lives,’ but the play, with all its ro- 
bust acting and drama, will appeal 
to practically the same audience ag 
the Coward play. 

Coy acting of the heroine, the vyil- 
lainy of the heavy, wistfulness of 
the hero, will be lost on the mob. 

Opening was attended by the class 
of Hollywood's picture colony, some 
of whom have played in the piece at 
one time or another since it was 
originally presented at the Royal 
Lyceum theatre in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, June 2, 1884. When Horton 
announced that he was going to 
produce the jiece, Robert McWade, 
Laurence Grant, Charles Miller, J, 
M. Kerrigan, Guy Kibbe, William 
Collier, Sr., and a flock of other pic- 
ture names offered gratis to aid in 
the staging. Seems they had all 
played the plece at the old Castle 
Square Stock Co. in Bost un, 

The opening night audience went 
for the hissing of the villain, polite 
handclaps for the heroine and bois- 
terous applause for the scamp. 

Horton plays the English army 
officer, handi..g¢ the fat part of the 


‘Shaughraun’ to Matt McHugh 
(brother of Frank), With s 100% 
tad pan, McHugh is the typical 


Irish youth so loved by the follow- 
ers of Chauncey Olcott and Fiske 
O’Hara, They are of an audience 
of two decades ago. To the present 
audience the whole thing is a gag. 
Montagu Love is the perfect vile 
lain, John J. Ivanvovich an admire 
able parish priest. Laura La Plante 
gave a good performance as the col- 
leen and showed an improvement in 
her legit work over ‘Private Lives,’ 
which was her footlight debut. 

Phil Tead, heretofore classed as a 
comic in local legit, played Love's 
henchman okay. Gavin Gordon was 
the muchly wronged juv and his 
usua] theatrical performance wasn’t 
noticed due to the spirit of the pro- 
duction. Ruth Weston and Helen 
Millard were satisfactory. The vet- 
eran Florence Roberts was the pere 
fect biddy. 


There are 15 scenes with a neare 


revolving stage speeding up the 
changes. All flats are on rollers 
and are pushed around clockwise to 


accommodate each change. Sets are 
impressive, as is the lighting. Sete 
tings are by Danny Hall. 

The wake scene is a great bit of 
staging, with the bit people in the 
scene—40 of them—all members of 
the Troupers Club, an organization 
of performers who have spent more 
than 25 years in the profession. 
Orchestral accompaniment is 
heard throughout the performance, 
With an orchestra of 14, stagehands 
totaling 15, and 54 in the cast, the 
nut is close to $5,000 weekly. A 
limited draw, it looks like a ° loomer 
for Horton. 

Were Horton to play the whole 
thing broad and kid it, similar to 
the Hoboken production of ‘After 
Dark,’ there is a possibility that it 
would get a little money, but he ree 
fuses to do this. 

Robert McWade assisted Horton 
in the direction with D’Arev Corri- 
gan, lecturer on Gaelic languages 
and onetime director of the Celtic 
een of Dublin, coaching the dia- 
ects. 





PARIS CULT THEATRE 
Paris, Jan. 3. 
A theatre will soon be opened in 
Paris, headed by David Sturgess, 
American astrologer, backed by an 
arty and ritzy crowd, such as Ge- 
mier, veteran actor, Paul Poiret, ex- 
couturier, etc. 
Idea is to expound in legit a new 
philosophy called Universalism. 
Promoter says Josephine Baker is 
to star in the first show, which 
will be ‘Nigger World,’ by Leo 
Aquarius, adapted by Chabannes. 





T.A.R.A. Meets 
Postponed meeting of the T.A-R.A+ 


legit casters’ organization, was to 
be held last night (Monday). Main 


biz of the meeting was to vote on 


new members. 


—— 





not be misunderstood, Rice now and 
then explains entrances, exits, busi- 
ness, ete. The mono-actor is an 
agreeable personality, but in doing 
‘Garrick’ his least impressive de- 
lineation is that of the title role. 
His best is that of Chivy, the fon. 
Some of his stew stuff is also well 
done. 

‘Garrick’ is to be followed by two 
days of ‘The Man and the Hour, 
Hamlet,’ one day; ‘The Servant in 
the House,’ one day; a week of 
‘Great Expectations,’ ‘Candida’ and 
‘The Great Adventure,’ and others 
scheduled after that but dates not 
set. har. 
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MORE AME 


English Legit Troups Benefiting 
In Canada from Exchange Drop 


Jan +e 


Drop of the Canadian dollar from 


Toronto, 


par and the resultant exchange sit- 


uation between the United States 
and Canada is playing havoc with 
the nerves of discriminating thea- 
tregoers throughout the Dominion 
in that this field is being left en- 
tirely free of American productions, 

British show companies are pick- 
ing up most of the floating cash, 
but the time is now ripe for the 
invasion of Canadian key cities of 
some American musical comedy or 
operetta. Last of that here 
was ‘Desert Song,’ an 8th return 
date, Despite exchange problem, 
William Gillette is at Royal Alex- 
andra current week (11) and will 
probably go over as another fare- 
well. 


style 


Sir Barry Jackson and his Eng- 
lish company opened the season 
here with ‘The Barretts,’ ‘Yellow 


Sands’ and ‘Dear Brutus,’ with first- 
named held over for a second week, 
and the other two splitting the third 
week. Jackson’s company is now 
touring the western provinces to 
reported good business. 

Following were the Irish Players 
who did trade business in Montreal 
and Toronto, their only Canadian 
bookings before embarking for a 
tour of the Western States. ‘Dum- 
bells Revue,’ an all-male aggrega- 
tion, trailed, and did well here. 

Business is hit-and-miss in book- 


ings, with occasional lay-offs, but 
profitable. Still using some old ma- 
terial which should be shelved for 
fresher stuff. 
Lady George and 30 
Another British invasion is that 


of Lady George Cholmondoley with 
her dramatic and dance company of 
80. Splitting ‘If Four Walls Told’ 
and ‘To Have the Honor’ with spe- 
cial performances of dances, mimes 
and masques, the British noble- 
woman brodied in Halifax and Mon- 
treal, and played a final week in 
Toronto to only fair business. Fu- 
ture booking uncertain. 

Sir John Martin-Harvey, another 
Britisher, opened in Halifax this 
week with ‘The King’s Messenger.’ 
From reports, looks fair but no 


smash. The company is here next 
week (18). 
Maurice Colbourne and Barry 


Jones are due in February, already 
booking Montreal and Toronto for 
‘The Queen’s Husband,’ current 
London revival hit, although this 
did poorly on its first showing {In 
England some five years ago. 
Canadian newspapers and the 
Empire Club strong on _ patriotic 


theme but theatregoers still with- 
holding support. May be _ poor 
choice of plays or acting calibre 


but the ‘Original New York Cast’ 
tag still spells better box office up 
here. Tired business men. still 
clamor for a musical show. 

Significant that Empire here was 
embraced by Columbia wheel and 
is doing big with mediocre whee} 
burlesque. 





Canada Straightens Out 
Vexed Passport Matter 


Toronto, Jan. 11. 

Of interest to show folk in both 
the United States and Canada will 
be the rectification of that anomaly 
whereby a Canadian woman, marry- 
ing a foreign citizen, loses her na- 
tionality without acquiring that of 
her husband. 

For some time, there has been a 
great deal of difficulty over this 
situation. It particularly resulted 
from thousands of Canadian women 
who have married United States 
citizens only to find that they are 


unable to secure passports from 
either country. 
Under an amendment to the 


Naturalization Act, in force Jan. 15, 
the Canadian woman thus married 
can, on a declaration, retain he 
British citizenship for passport pur- 
poses, 


— 








INTERNATIONAL PLAY BET 


For Stage and Screen . ‘Made- 
moiselle’ Suggests Grace George 





Paris, Jan. 11. 


‘Mademoiselle,’ new play at the 
St. Georges, looks like an interna- 
tional bet for screen and stage. 
It’s a three-act piece written by 
Jaques Duval. Only one set will 
help from a touring standpoint. 

Has to do with a homelike com- 
panion who shields his ward's in- 
discretions by adopting her child. 

Central character is a Claire 
Eames type and might suit Grace 


George. 


MOSS’ EMPIRES STRONG 
FOR DEVELOPING VAUDE 


London Jan. 11. 


Latest inside story is that the 
directors of Moss’ Empires are 
meeting Thursday (14) for some 


sweeping internal changes. 

Understood that Will Evans, new 
joint director, favers the idea of 
putting Charles Gulliver in charge, 
indicating thei the circuit does not 
intend to forsake vaudeville after 
all, but is more determined to foster 
it than ever. 

Actual position is that 12 
houses go talker with the other 26 
retaining a vaude and legit policy. 

Foundation for such a conclusion 
is that the Will Evans’ scheduled 
sailing for America is now practic- 
ally off and vaudeville bookers have 
been told to continue booking till 
the end of the year, rescinding the 
former order not to book anything 
beyond Spring. 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 


London, Jan. 1. 

Xmas week-end business in Lon- 
don was the biggest in years. 

‘Congress Dances,’ a month old at 
the Tivoli, played to over £800 on 
30xing Day, very high figure for the 
house. Picture is certain of three 
more weeks. 

‘Sunshine Susie,’ the home-made 
musical, clicked happily at the Capi- 
tol, as did ‘Mischief,’ another home- 
made, at the New Gallery. Look 
like long runs. 

‘Huckleberry Finn,’ over a week 
old at the Plaza, hit the standee 
figures over the week-end, and may 
run into a third week, which is in- 
frequent at the Paramount house. 

‘The Champ,’ at the Metro Empire, 
overflowed every day and is certain 
of a second stretch if not a third. 

The Carlton at last looks as 
though it has found a long run, this 
time with ‘Five Star Final,’ prob- 
ably good for a month. 


Moss 











Run House Problem 
Position of the Carlton is perhaps 
more interesting than any other 
West End house. J. C. Graham, of 
Paramount, planned it as the Par 
de luxer, with long shows only. 
Sudden falling off in product 
values all round left the de luxe 
house in the cold. Even likely ma- 
terial fell off in the second week and 
crawled through a third. 
Result is the ace house has lately 
Continued on page 60) 








. . 
Paris Chips In 
Paris, Jan. 1, 

The city fathers have voted $80,- 
000 for theatres and con- 
certs. ‘ 

This will supplement the state 
of the national theatres, 
Opera, Opera Comique, 
Francaise, and 


subsidy 


subsidies 
namely, 


Comedie the 


Ode on. |} 


| 
| 


Other beneficiaries which are not 
state subsidized are the Chatelet, 
Gaite - Lyrique, Trianon - Lyrique, 
Theatre des Arts, Oeuvre des Tren- 
teans de theatre, Atelier, Theatre| 
National Populaire, Concerts Co 

lonne, Concerts Lamoureux, antl 


ire, 


Concerts a l Conservat« 


> 


WUT PERFORMERS 


Tex McLeod and Colored 
Harmony Kings Told to 
Leave Country—May Go 
to Continent and Return 





NO REASONS GIVEN 





London, Jan. 11. 
Barring of American acts in Lon- 
with the condition 
becoming more serious. 

Tex McLeod was notified by the 
Home Office he must leave England 
by tomorrow (12), making the sec- 
ond American performer in two days 


don continues, 


Other was 
Four Harmony Kings, colored act. 


to receive such orders. 


Later McLeod was given an exten- 
sion of one month to finish con- 
tracts, 


Ministry’s action is perturbing the 
Agents’ Association and the Man- 
agers’ Association equally, with be- 
lief growing the conclusion reached 
at a recent meet of both groups with 
the ministry to the effect that Eng- 

Continued on page 60) 


3-A-DAY TRIED 
IN PARIS HALL 


Paris, Jan. 2. 
Following the American import of 
grind in French picture houses, a 
first introduction of the American 


vaude idea of more than two-a-day 
has been tried in Paris, at the Em- 
pire, Taking advantage of the 
Christmas holidays and the draw of 
Jack Hylton heading the bill, the 
management ordered two matinees 
and one evening performance a day. 
Up to date, vaude houses only 
played in the evening, and at the 
most, one matinee on holidays. 
Looks like a successful experi- 
ment and may mean a change in 
local habits. Performers are not so 
keen on it, but, due to scarcity of 
vaude stands and engagements, are 
soft-pedalling their protests, 





RICANS BARRED 








FNCLAND ORDERS ‘West End Legit Business Strong: 


‘Bow Bells,’ $20,400, with $68,000 
Advance, New Smash; 36 Shows 





71 Scenes in New Show 


Paris, Jan. 11. 
New Follies Bergere shows opens 
Jan. 22. 
Revue will have 71 scenes, charg- 
ing $2.40 top. 
$3.20 in the past. 


MAKING CHUMPS OF 
FOREIGNERS IN PARIS 


Paris, Jan, 11, 


New attempt at discrimination 
against foreign chumps in Paris is 
being worked by the Casino de 
Paris. Theatre has sent circulars 


to native Frenchmen offering or- 
chestra seats at $1.20 each. Printed 
matter goes on to explain that the 
b. 0. price remains $3.20 for for- 
eigners, who ‘can afford it.’ 

Two reasons seen back of the 
move. The Folies Bergere, about 
ready to close the current show, has 
been giving the Casino stiff com- 
petition by cutting prices to $2. 
More important is that one of the 
Casino producers is Oscar Du- 
frenne, currently running for Par- 
liament, with this stunt seen as a 
vote angling effort. 

Show isn’t doing any too well 
currently. Mistinguette is pretty 
much used up on her draw for this 
show. 


LOW MARK IN PARIS 


Paris, Jan. 11. 
Poorest week of the season here 
the past week. 
Wintry weather helped Sunday 


(10) pull up a bit, but not enough, 


Doble Co-Starring 
London, Jan. 11. 

Frances Doble returns to legit 
after film work to co-star with Sir 
Nigel Playfair in ‘While Parents 
Sleep.’ 

Piece goes into the Royalty Jan. 
19. 


Restaurant Date 
London, Jan. 11. 
Nan Blackstone, American, opens 
at the Monseigneur restaurant Jan. 
20. 








‘Bow Bells,’ Anderson’s 
London Show, Gorgeous 


London, Jan. 11. 

After two postponements, ‘Bow 
sells’ bowed into the Hippodrome 
Monday (4) and was enthusiastic- 
ally received by an _e especially 
friendly audience, It’s the John 
Murray Anderson show and pro- 
duction is called gorgeous. Cast 
is generally competent but the 
sketches are weak and with no out- 
standing song hit. Also the vaude- 
ville is a bit long. 

3innie Hale and Harriet Hoctor 
(American) are the biggest hits, 
with Robert Hale and Randall next 


in line, Randall, brought from 
France where he headlined the 
‘Folies Bergere’ several seasons, 





seemed not to have been given op- 
portunity enough here, 

Nelson Ke 
material, 


Severe pruning an@ allotting the 


ys is unfortunate in his 


vaude acts only half their present 
time would make for a speedier 
jentertainment. Three out of four 


of the present sketches 
deleted, 





could be} 


London Post-Holiday Changes Bring 
Fresh Line-up to the West End Zone 


= 





London, Jan. 11. 

Radical revision of the West End 
legit list of attractions comes with 
the passing of the holiday season. 

At the Globe ‘And So to Bed’ will 
close Feb. 8, to be replaced by 
Maurice Browne's production of the 
new John Hastings play ‘Punchin- 
ello.” Piece has a cast of 40 which 
includes Laura Cowie, wife of the 
author, Robert Farman Celia 
Johnson, 

‘Counsel's Opinions’ quits at the 
Phoenix Jan. 16, making way for 
Laurillard’s ‘Lovely Lady,’ a musi- 
cal without a chorus from the pen 
of Arthur Wimperis and Jean Gil- 


and 


bert. Cast includes Polly Walker, 
Edmund Gwenn, Dudley’ Rolph, 
Barry Lupino and Norah Howard, 


Piece will come in early in Febru- 
ary after a try-out in the provinces. 


The Phoenix Repertory Players 
presented ‘Pelow the Surface’ for a 
single performance Sunday (19), re- 
vealing the piece as a_ splendid 
melodrama with a naval sett 
Author i 1 former 1 il © 
Piece wi: well receiyed nd with 
some revision looks likes 1 ommer- 


cial suck 


ess, 


+ 





London, Jan. 11. 
West End legit theatres, after the 
usual Christmas week dip, made a 


remarkable recovery last week with 
grosses good. Only a few excepe- 
tions to this, with most shows doe 
ing as well as or better than hoped 
for. 

‘Cavalcade’ and ‘White Horse Inn’ 
are still among the top shows, with 


‘Bow Bells,’ the new John Murray 
Anderson musical at the Hippo- 
drome, looking like it may head 
both out of the first ranking. 


Opened Monday (4) with indications 
that it will be almost capacity for 
its first week, very good, considere 
ing several postponements. 
Approxtmate Grosses 
(Based on current rate of exchange) 


Adelphi—‘Grand Hotel.’ Closed 
Saturday night (9) with the final 
week’s gross about 3,000 pounds 


($10,200) having jumped at the last 
few performances. ‘Helen,’ new 
Cochran Continental importation, 
will replace, 

Aldwych—Turkey Time,’ with 
Tom Walls and Ralph Lynn, the 
two stars, out, is doing practically 
nothing. About 600 pounds ($2,040) 
and out Saturday night (16). New 
show will come in early in March 
starring Ralph Lynn and Constance 
Carpenter. 

Alhambra—‘Waltzes from Vienna.’ 
Spurted to 4,000 pounds ($13,600), 
but Stoll is_ casting ‘Casanova,’ 
which will probably replace in the 
near future. 

Ambassadors—‘Queen’s Husband?’ 
About 800 pounds ($2,720) and due 
to fold soon. Company sails intact 
to Canada Feb. 3, returning March 
28. 

Apollo—‘There’s Always Juliet.’ 
Making money with 1,200 pounds 
($4,080), but vacates Saturday night 
(16) with the entire production due 
to sail for New York, where Gilbert 
Miller wants them to open early in 
February. Theatre closes for re- 
modeling, reopening in five months. 

Cambridge—‘Elizabeth of Eng- 
land.’ Pretty good at 1,500 pounds 
($5,100), but closes Saturday night 
(16) because Matheson Lang is cone 
tracted to appear in a new play. 
Not the same ‘Elizabeth’ seen in 
New York a season ago, this one 
originating in Germany. 

Coliseum—‘White Horse Inn.’ Still 
doing splendidly at a 5,500 pound 
clip ($18,700). 

Comedy—‘Faithful Heart.” "Way 
off at about 500 pounds ($1,700), 

Criterion—‘Flat to Let.’ Opened 
weakly but is progressing some, 
Now getting about 800 pounds ($2, 
720), profitable. 

Daly’s—‘La Poupee.’ Revival is 
getting about 1,000 pounds ($3,400), 
better than anticipated. 

Drury Lane—‘Cavalcade.’ Still 
heads the list of smashes. About 
6,600 pounds ($22,450) for the Cow- 
ard ace this time. 

Duke of York’s—‘When Knights 
Were Bold.’ Revival has been show- 
ing matinees only to a 400 pound 
($1,360) clip and will now be played 
evenings as well, 

Gaiety—Hold My Hand.’ Dived 
last week, but came back to about 
3,500 pounds ($11,900). 

Garrick — ‘Dick 
About 1,600 pounds ($5,400) and 
closes Jan. 23. ‘Last Coupon,’ now 
in the provinces and not considered 
too good a bet, will replace, 

Globe—‘And So to Bed.’ Revival 
getting about 600 pounds ($2,040), 
meaning a slight loss. Show folds 
at the end of the month so Yvonne 
Arnaud can go road-touring in ‘The 
Improper Duchess.’ 

Haymarket—‘Can the Leopard? 


Whittington.’ 





Gertie Lawrence in another flop. 
She’s been having a tough season, 
Piece only getting about 1,000 
pounds ($3,400). 

His Majesty’s—‘Good Compan- 
ions.’ Jumped to 1,800 pounds 


($6,120); transferring to another 
house toward the end of January. 
Sybil Thorndyke in a ‘Saint Joan’ 
revival will come in for a montk; 
then ‘Dubarry’ under Harold Scott’s 
management, 


Hippodrome—‘Bow Bells.” John 
(Continued on page 63) 
BUTT ON CRUISE 

London, Jan. 11. 
Sir Alfred Butt sailed Saturday 
9) for a ise to the Madeira 
islands on the steamship Almeda 
Trip . n the interest of the 


showman’s health, 
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FUTURE PLAYS 





The play which the late David Be- 
lasco planned to produce shortly 
before his death has become Crosby 
Gaige’s. Script is ‘The Night Re- 
members,’ by Martha Madison, 
also has ‘Commissioner of 
by Fulton Oursler and Low- 
but both 
Either one may come 


Gaige 
Police,’ 
ell 
being revised. 
in by March and if not then prob- 
ably off until next season. 

‘Unexpected Husbands,’ 
Richard Herndon showed for several 


months last summer, in view again, 


Brentano, shows are 


which 


with a revival for Broadway pos- 
sible before a road trip if a theatre 
can be set. 

All details on ‘Blessed Event,’ col- 
umnist play by Manny Seff and 
Forrest Wilson, are set, with cast 
in rehearsal. Roger Pryor and Lee 
Patrick head the actors, with others 


including Kenneth Dane, Matt 
Briggs, Gaylord Pendleton and 
Linda Carlon. 

Harry Hershfield, cartoonist-ac- 


tor, is at work on a play with Joe 
Fliesler, Piece is tentatively called 
‘Shilling Shocker.’ 

‘To Be Continued,” comedy by 
Chas. George, on option to E. F. 
Bostwick. Same producer also has 
‘Honeymoon,’ by Rita Weiman. 


Herman Hupfield is writing 
words, book and music for a musical 
to be titled ‘Ulysses of Broadway.’ 
Supposedly being written on Aas- 
signment from the Shuberts. 


Helen Morgan will go legit to play 
the lead opposite Joseph Schild- 
kraut in a revamped ‘Gallery Gods.’ 
Piece tried out for several weeks 
recently and was taken off for re- 
vision. 

Horace Liveright is busy again 
trying to get together a production 
of a musical ‘Lucrezia Borgia.’ 


Liveright has been working on 
the play ever since his return from 
Hollywood four month ago, but 
hasn't been able to get the finances 
lined up. Walter Wanger was in- 
terested for a minute and a half, 
but gave up the idea. Now Live- 
right is said to be set. 


Davenport Productions, a new 
outfit, have ‘Air Minded,’ by Albert 
Davis. Intention is to start imme- 
diately. 

Hope Williams goes into a review 
for the second time by joining the 
cast of ‘Jazz City.’ Piece is being 
produced by Arch Selwyn and Carl 
Hemmer and is due to go into re- 
hearsal in a few days. 

Hemmer will stage the dances 
with Morrie Ryskind, who wrote 
some of the book, staging the talk 
sections. Henry Souvaine wrote 
most of the music and is supposed 
to be in on the production end. 


Others in the cast include Jack 


Whiting, Jack Hatey and Evelyn 
Hoey. Due to open out of town in 


about five weeks. 

‘Alibi,’ by Agatha Christie and 
Michael Morton, adapted by John 
Anderson, dramatic critic, goes into 
rehearsal this week for Jed Harris. 
Chas. Laughton, starred, others 
cast being Effie Shannon, Andree 
Corday, Lionel Pape, John Halleran, 
Enid Alexander, Kenneth Hunter, 
Allan Willey. 

Harris will probably 
though he may switch to 
Boy’ and Laughton handle ‘Alibi.’ 
Laughton starred in the London 
production of the same play. 
‘Collision,’ by Rudolph Lothar and 
Erno Sebisi, adopted by John An- 
derson, N. Y. ‘Journal’ dramatic 
critic, starts rehearsals this week 
for Lewis Gensler. June Walker and 
Geoffrey Kerr cast leads, Raymond 
Massey staging. Play is second to go 
into rehearsal this week that An- 
derson adapted, ‘Alibi’ for Jed Har- 


direct, al- 
‘Little Old 


ris being the other. 

Jay Faggen will make his first 
venture as a Broadway producer 
with ‘Nick the Greek,’ written by 


Harry Harmon and Saul Sheridan, 
in which George Givot will be 
starred. Givot was last doing 
‘Money’ Johnson in Mae West's 
‘Constant Sinner.’ Show will zo 
into rehearsal toward the end of 
next month, 


Milton Aborn is casting an all- 
star list for the spectacular produc- 
tion of ‘Robin Hood,’ which it is an- 
nounced will exceed in elaborateness 
any previous production of the De 
Koven work. 


‘Lady Windermer’s Fan,’ by Oscar 
Wiide being revived for the Re- 
cital theatre, formerly Daly's 634, 
for matinees only. Group is co-op 
and opens Jan. 18. No Equity bond 

Although subject to salary claims 
of the cast of ‘Opera House.’ Equity 
is allowing Samuel Ruskin Golding 
to go ahead on a new one, ‘New 
York to Cherbourg.’ Bond is up 
for the ‘N. Y.’ cast. 

Golding, who writes, stages and 
produces his own shows, is paying 
off the claims on a weekly basis. 
‘House’ was produced several years 
ago. Golding is said to be a lawyer 
and last did ‘Enemy Within’ under 
a pseudonym. ‘'N. Y.’ goes into 
rehearsal this week. 

‘The Tree’ by Richard Lawrence 
casting for Jack Goldberg. Bona 
being waived. 

‘Headlines’ by Warren Lawrence 
to slip into rehearsals this week 
for the author as producer and co- 
stager with Kent Thurber. 

Cast of the once abandoned Negro 
‘Pinafore’ was reassembled yester- 
day (Monday) to start rehearsals 
aagin. Pat Leonard is producing. 





B’WAY GROSSES 


(Continued from page 52) 














HE did several 


things to make 
big money quick- 
ly! 

ist—He invested in stocks that 


were wiped out. 


2nd—He invested in Building and 
Loan that did not turn out 
as anticipated. 


3rd—He bought up a jot of Real 
Estate that would not move. 


BUT 


THE MAN that took advantage of 
the best and soundest the Country 
had to offer invested his money in 
an Annuity is sitting pretty, and 
laughing at the “get rich quick” 


For further information, see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


N. Y. C. 


Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 


Claimed nearly $7,000; some doubt 
about chances other than light 
money. 

‘The Devil Passes’, Selwyn (2nd 
week) (D-1,067-$3). Last week's 
outstanding entry; went to $18,000 
which is exceptional at the scale: 


aided by a $5.50 premiere; should 
click. 
‘The Good Fairy’, Miller’s 8th 


week) (C-946-$3). Holds to very 
good money; eased off somewhat 
last week but drew gross of $13,000. 

‘The Laugh Parade’, Imperial 
(10th week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Claimed 
$30,000, 

‘Three Men and a Woman’. Ly- 
ceum (lst week) (D-957-$3). Pre- 
sented by and with Walker White- 
side; written by Frank Harvey; 
has been ‘on tour for some time; 
opened Monday. 

‘Vanities,’ Carroll (21st week) (R- 
2,550-$3). Plans call for revised 
edition soon; gross about $40,000. 

‘Whistling in the Dark/ Barry- 
more. Postponed; due next week. 

‘Wolves,’ 49th Street (2nd week) 
(D-700-$2.50). Translatéon from 
the French; opened middle of last 
week; divided opinion. 

Other Attractions 

‘Electra,’ Selwyn; revival on off- 
matinee afternoons, 

‘Gondoliers,’ Erlanger’s; revival. 

‘it Never Rains,’ New Yorker; re- 
vival; closed Saturday, 

‘The Lancashire Lass,’ President; 
revival. 

‘Fata Morgana,’ Royale; revival; 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Blessed Event’ (Phillips & 
Thompson), Elliott, 
‘Crying Out Loud’ 





(Sam 


Harris), Music Box and Lib<- 
erty. 
‘Papavert’ (Zelli), Vander- 
bilt. 


‘House of Doom’ (Champlon), 
New Yorker. 

‘East of Broadway’ (Rowe), 
145 W. 45th. 

‘Cyrano’ (Hampden), Fulton. 

‘Zoom’ (Shuberts), Majestic. 

‘Trick for Trick’ (Newman), 
Booth, 











GORE WINS $350 


Arbiters Award 10% of $3,500 Claim 
Against Bentham 
Arbiters allowed Bobby Gore only 
10% of the amount he claimed due 
him from M. S. Bentham, with the 
latter to pay the actor $350. Arch 
Selwyn, Paul Fitzgerald and John 
E. Fetzer arbitrated the question. 
Gore claimed $3,500 due on a 20- 
week contract, which Bentham 
answered by saying it had been 
mutually agreed that the deal was 
broken. Gore’s claim was disallowed, 
but he was awarded two weeks’ 
salary since Bentham hadn’t fol- 
lowed the customary procedure of 

advising Equity. 








Horror Fad Hits Stage 


Chas. Champlon has pending an 
untitled mystery show. Champlon’s 
name, however, is not expected to 
be connected with the production 
Jack White is managing the 
troupe and mysterious about name, 
author and cast, with rehearsals at 
the New Yorker currently, George 
Graves is staging the piece. 

With the trend in horror plays as 
is, Champlon’s piece is said to in- 
volve a long series of hair raising 
effects. 








Quitting ‘Band Wagon’ 
Tillie Losch, dancer, will not be 
with ‘Band Wagon’ when that mu- 
sical goes on tour at the end of 
this week. A later departure may 
be Adele Astair, going out when 
the show gets to Chicago. Actress 
is engaged to marry Lord Caven- 
dish, 
‘Wagon’ is a costly trouping af- 
fair, due to its revolving stage. Two 
stage crews will be carried. 

Chas. Hertzman is ahead of the 
show and Ed Sobel back. 





MEX ‘GRAND HOTEL’ BIG 


Mexico City, Jan. 8. 

Spanish version of ‘Grand Hotel’ 
presented by native company head- 
ed by Virginia Fabregas at her 
name theatre here, got off to smash 
start with 3 pesos ($1.39) orchestra 
top. Highbrow audiences attended 
first performances and liked the 
show. 

gut, intelligensia running out, 
management announces 75 centavo 
(35 cents) top for balance of two 
weeks’ run. Company expects bet- 
ter luck on proposed tour of Latin 
America. r 





CASTER QUITS TSC 


Ethel Golden, Equity permit 
caster, is out of the recently formed 
Theatrical Syndicates Corp., pro- 
posed legit backing and producing 
firm. Mrs. Golden went in with 
TSC when first organized last fall. 

The caster is said to have had a 
contract calling for exclusive cast- 
ing and a percentage deal. No 
caster replaced. 


FIXING ‘SMILIN’ THRU’ 


Al Boasberg has been rushed to 
Philadelphia to do some rewriting 
on Vince Youman’s musical, ‘Smilin’ 
Through.’ 

Piece opened weakly in Philly ana 
showed need of rehashing in sey- 
eral departments. Program now is 
to keep it on the road about four 
weeks, fixing it meantime. No date 
for the opening at Hammerstein's 











final week, 








will be set before it’s fixed. 
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Extra Week for Girl 
To Get Film Rights 


A sudden booking switch will 
have ‘Jewel Robbery’ open at the 
Booth this week instead of the 
Times Square. ‘Society Girl’ moved 


to the latter house Monday after it 
was- announced as closing at the 
Booth Saturday. 

‘Society Girl’ was produced by 
William and Harry Brandt, with 
Claire Luce and Russell Hardy play- 
ing the leads. Understood it was 
decided to play out this week in 
order to protect the picture rights. 
Although notice of closing was reg- 
ularly given, Miss Luce consented to 
appear this week. 

Same applied to Hardy who is re- 
hearsing with ‘Zoom.’ Should ‘Girl’ 
stay after Saturday, other players 
will have to be secured. 





Fitzgerald Wins Commish 
Arbitration Against Allen 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Squabble between Walter Batch- 
eller and Leo Fitzgerald, New York 
agents, over commissions due 
from Fred Allen, Libby Holman and 
Tamara Geva, now at the Erlanger 
here with ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ has 
been settled in favor of Fitzgerald. 

Arbitration board of the Theatri- 
cal Artists Representtatives Ass'n. 
decided against Batcheller to the 
tune of $7,500. Batcheller came 
through immediately with $5,000 in 
cash, with the balance due shortly. 


the 
efit 





NEW BRANDEIS STOCK 

Omaha, Neb., Jan, 11. ’ 
Joy Sutphen will make another 
try at stock at Brandeis by bring- 
ing Frances Dale, Jack Paige, Alexis 
Luce, et al, here from Toledo. Call- 
ing company National Art Players. 
Last stock here was Aulger Broth- 
ers a year ago. They had nice 
troupe but lost money by trying 
to play at 50 cents top. New com- 
pany opened January 9. 





‘GO WEST’ GOES 

‘Go West, Young Man, Go West,’ 
film satire that started rehearsals 
recently, did. Bankroll itching cred- 
ited. 

Piece is by Stanley 
who was also instrumental in its 
proposed production. Story was 
partly autobiographical. 


Whitman, 





Engagements 


Lee Patrick, Roger Pryor, Kenneth 
Dana, Linda Carlon, Matt Briggs, 
Gaylord Pendleton, ‘Blessed Event.’ 

Regine Valdy, John Junior, James 
Young, Frank Horton, Marshall 
Hale, Leopoldo Guitierrez, Harry 
Klint, Evelyn Downing, Constance 
Kerr, ‘Adam Had Two Sons.’ 

H. H. McCollum, ‘Son of Satan.’ 

Herbert Belmora, Michael Mara- 
renko, Aristide De Lone, Pilar Ar- 
cos, Jerome Lesser, Frank Munhell, 
H. De Koven, Ashley Cooper, ‘Adam 
Had Two Sons.’ 

Lynn Overman, Ziegfeld musical. 

Edward Craven, ‘Wild Waves.’ 

Clyde Fillmore, Edw. Gargan, 
Harrison Brockbank, Frances Halli- 





day, Jean Sargent (Jean Scull), 
William Coleman, ‘Crying Out 
Loud,’ 

W. Messinger Bellis, C. Norman 


Hammond, Whitford Kane, Robt. 
Hudson, Wilfred Jessop, P. J. Kel- 
ly, Wm. Sauter, John D. Seymour, 
J. T. Wilson, Esther Mitchell, Ma- 
bel Moore, Katherine Warren, 
‘Hamlet’ (Hampden). 

Vincent Sherman, Mary Sevos, 
‘Counsellor at Law’ (road). 

Janet Young has replaced Bernice 
Elliot as Minnie in ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra.’ Miss Elliot goes to 
the road co. to play Hazel. 

Laura Baxter for Kay Strozzi, G. 
Albert Smith for Blaine Cordner, 
Harvey Stephens for Theodore New- 
ton, ‘Animal Kingdom.’ 

Stephens is replaced in the ‘To- 
morrow and Tomorrow’ cast by Wil- 
liam Williams. 

Henry Sherwood for Jules Epailly, 
‘Papavert.’ 





oe 


Six Shows Leave B’way 


Among the exiting show list the 
most notable withdrawal from 
Broadway is ‘The Band Wagon,’ 
which takes to the road Monday 
after a run of 32 weeks. Entrancing 
early last summer it enjoyed prog. 
perity, Max Gordon produced it, 


This is the 10th and final week 
for ‘Brief Moment,’ presented at the 
Belasco by Guthrie McClintic. Did 
fairly well with average grosseg 
around $10,000, 

‘Louder, Please,’ offered at the 
Masque by J. L. Jones, was withe 
drawn last Saturday after a mode 
erate gross engagement of 14 weeks, 

‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ an 
pendent try at the Harris, 
Saturday, too. Played nine weeks 
but in the red. Another Saturday 
closing was ‘Savage Rnythm’ at the 
John Golden. Colored cast drama 
played a week and three days. ‘Fata 
Morgana’, a revival, goes to the road 
from the Royale after this week. 





Z 7 
inuce 


folded 





‘Papavert’ Enters Upon 
Stage Reincarnation 


Full salaries are being paid the 
cast of the closed—for revamping— 
‘Papavert,’ while the actors 
learning their new lines. With seve 
eral of the original cast let out 
before working two weeks, it’s une 
derstood those out also collect from 
Joe Zelli, the producer. 

Charlie Gordon, who first adapted 
and staged the show, sailed for 
Europe last week, for the announced 
purpose of staging ‘Jarnegan’ in 
Paris. His name as adaptor and 
stager of the play is off the pro- 
grams, H, C. Kraft doing the new 
job and Max Figman restaging. 
Figman is also in the cast. 

‘Papavert’ will re-open Saturday 
(16) at the Vanderbilt. It was 
closed after two showings to follow 
suggestions made by dramatic 
critics. 


are 





CLAIMS AGAINST GOETZ 


Equity has claims from four of 
the proposed members of E. Ray 
Goetz’s abandoned musical, ‘Star 
Dust.’ Those asking for two weeks’ 
salaries are Peggy Wood, Irene 
Franklin, Lynne Overman and John 
Sheehan, Overman is with the new 
Ziegfeld show. 

Claims are said to run over $5,000 
in toto, Miss Wood alone engaged at 
$1,500 weekly. 





GHOSTLY CONTRACT 
San Francisco, Jan. 11, 

San Francisco Opera Ass’n is de- 
fendant in a suit for damages filed 
by Clair Gilbert, who alleges she 
was engaged for six performances 
at a grand apiece on a contract 
never fulfilled. 

Opera execs claim they don’t know 
of any existing contract, 





HALF LOAF SHARED 
Salaries have been paid the cast 
of ‘Angels Don’t Kiss,’ which Equity 
stopped two weeks ago over bond 
trouble. 
Some cash that had been posted 
was used for the pay off. 








- NEMO Theatre 


JOHNSTOWN, PENNA, 
NOW OPEN 
and Available 
FOR KOAD ATTRACTIONS 
Seating Capacity 1,500 
For particulars write or wire to 
L. M. CONRAD & JOE C. KELLY 
clo Nemo Theatre, 416 Main St., 
Johnstown, Pa. Phone 6411 


VERONICA CHARLES 
Blythe & Schneider, Inc. 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Bryant 9-3913 





























SAMMY 
KREVOFF 


Broadway's Sensational Son of Dance 
Engaged by Mr. J. J. Shubert for 


Now in Its Sixth Week Great Northern, 


Just Closed 20-Week Engagement with 


“MARCHING BY” 
Chicago 
Billy Rose's “Sweet and Low” 


Played Opposite Ray Dooley 
in “Honeymoon Lane” 
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| an 
Cheney Report Harmful 


General release of the Cheney 
gurvey of the book industry prob- 
ably the biggest mistake ever made 
by the publishers. Picked up by the 
dailies the report gives the public 
the idea that the book biz is a great 
monstrosity. Poor judgment in the 
selection of books, careless sales 
methods, incompetent management 
and a host of other charges lead 
to impression that the book biz is 
unworthy of consideration as an in- 
dustry. 

The Cheney report gives the im 
pression that if the book publishers 
knew their business a $2 book would 
cost but $1, and that it would be 
a good book, too, at that price, 

The Cheney report was the bright 
jdea of a number of publishers fol- 
lowing an impersonal talk by O. a 
Cheney, a former banker, A fund 
of around $30,000 was subscribed 
and Cheney commissioned to de- 
termine what was wrong with the 
book biz. 

Not all of the publishers in on 
it, however, Some, including Scrib- 
ner and Macmillan, couldn't see the 
proposed investigation at all. 

Publishers approached for state- 
ments regarding the report smiled 
foolishly. As the sponsors they 
could not disclaim any part of it, 
outside of murmurs that it wasn’t 
all so bad as that. 

The most important thing’ as re- 
gards the book biz, and one not 
taken into consideration by the 
Cheney committee, is that it is not 
really so much a business as an art. 
Art never has been regulated in a 
commercial manner, and doubtless 
never will be. Ask the play or the 
picture producers. 

No publisher knows or pretends 
to know what book will sell. That 
fis the foundation—though a shaky 
one—of the book biz. But though 
shaky, few of the foundations have 
ever collapsed. Trying to strictly 
commercialize the book biz may 
undermine those foundations, in- 
stead of bolstering them, 





Peculiar Libe! Threat 


A peculiar threat of libel against 
‘Variety’ comes out of the west, 
ereated through a radio broadcast. 
It’s in reverse here. As a rule the 
thought of libel and radio is more 
frequently of how radio can libel 
than libeling through radio. 

On the western air an announcer 
stated that a picture star had sud- 
denly dropped dead. ‘Variety Bul- 
letin’ printed it, mentioning the an- 
nouncer’s name in a story on other 
eareless air statements. 

A coast lawyer on behalf of the 
announcer demanded a _ retraction 
and complete vindication of the an- 
houncer, on the plea that after the 
erroneous statement of the death 
had been made, that the announcer 
corrected it within three minutes. 

The attorney’s letter said the in- 
formation of the death had come to 
the station over the phone, with the 
announcer telling it over the air, 
evidently without a check back or 
any other precaution for verificia- 
tion. 

The attorney was advised if he 
would furnish a certificate from the 
fadio station to the effect the an- 
nNouncer had later corrected the 
gross boner, that correction would 
be printed; otherwise his letter pre- 
sented nothing excepting the new 
angle and an undoubted enthusiasm 
for the announcer. 

The angle appears to be that if 
& person errs, must a reporter hang 
&round until the error is discovered? 





Another Show Sheet 

Odham’s the London publishing 
house which owns the Socialist 
‘Daily Herald,’ will start a new en- 
tertainment industry paper in the 
new year. 

Idea, apparently, is to concentrate 
On the outdoor shows business, the 
traveling men, the circus people, 
and all the branches of the al fresco 
game, 

All branches of the entertainment 
industry are to be covered as well, 
including films. 

There are already too many film 
trade papers in England. Odham’s 
themselves own a trade paper, 
‘Kine Weekly.’ 


Ready Made Publicity 

Whether Garbo was in New York 
or Hollywood means what to whom? 
But the tabloids went wild over 
Garbo in New York, arguing, writ- 
ing, printing stolen pictures, talk- 
ing, and all one week before the 
Garbo picture, ‘Mata Hari’ was due 
to open all over the eountry. In 
their silly excitement the Broadway 
columnists, led by Winchell, and the 
tabs’ camera man, never thought 
of that. 


Not only was it silly in the likely 





publicity trap the columnists fell 
into, but they and the cameramen 
acted as foolishly in chasing some- 
one whom they believed to be Garbo 
through the streets, in the park, 


into the kitchen of her hotel, 
around the basements, to finally 
lose her as she stepped on an 


elevator in the basement to go to 
her suite on the 24th floor. 

It seems incredible that even 
tabs, columnists and tab men could 
be as crazy. 

Then ‘Mata Hari’ opened, a weak 
secret service story, much along the 
Dietrich ‘Dishonored’ lines, with 
Metro admitting the fraility of the 
tale by surrounding Garbo with an 
exceptional all star cast. But noth- 
ing aided Garbo as much as the 
wild newspaper men. Garbo is not 
immune from a slack box office, as 
witness Garbo in ‘Inspiration’ dur- 
ing 1931, a lightweight grosser. Be- 
sides which Garbo is rated fourth 
on the Metro’s own list of women 
stars. 

The boys who control space and 
attention had better employ their 
space and influence a little bit more 
sensibly, else they become known 
as just muggs for press agents, 


Powder Flash Banned 

Use of the ‘safety’ flashlight bulb 
is mandatory for all photographers 
employed on Hearst newspapers. 
Hearst photomen are not permitted 
to employ the old-fashioned pow- 
der touch-off under any circum- 
stances. This order is reported to 
be a personal one from ‘W. R.’ him- 
self. The boss issued instructions 
after a shot of powder exploded 
close to his face at a picture open- 
ing on the coast in 1930. Scares 
are not conducive to the well-be- 
ing of the 68-year-old Hearst, who 
has heart trouble. 

Photographers for some dailies 
outside the Hearst string are re- 
quired to use the flashlight bulb for 
inside shots, but are allowed to use 
the powder for pictures of fires and 
the like. It is said the ilumination 
from the bulb is not as intense as 
that produced by an explosion of 
powder, the illumination from the 
former having an effective-carrying 
power of only about twenty-five 
feet. 

Some photographers find that 
they can not depend upon the speed 
gun, developed for fast-action pic- 
tures taken with the safety bulb, to 
turn out consistenly good flashes of 
this kind. The strength of the bat- 
tery varies, with resultant failure of 
the bulb-flash and the camera shut- 
ters to synchronize at times. 


Understood that the company 
manufacturing the “safeties” is 
working to further perfect the 


bulbs. A more intense illumination 
is one of the things sought, 





Easy Way Books 

Sudden rebirth of interest in fic- 
tionization of films has become 
evident all over the world with pub- 
licity departments of all major 
American picture companies work- 
ing harder at them than _ ever. 
Stunt is considered especially ef- 
fective for the foreign field. 

Picture companies gets no money 
return on these books, but figure it 
a worthwhile publicity. Tieups are 
made with publishers in various 
parts of the world for novelization 
and translation of forthcoming film 
yarns, only stipulation usually be- 
ing the book be published several 
weeks in advance of, or at about the 
same time as release of the film. 

Publishers in Europe, Africa and 
South America, especially, have 
fallen for the stunt in a big way, 
figuring it a certain and easy way 
for sales, Publishers pay for the 
translations but have no royalties 
to pay out on sales. 

Stunt is not workable on films 
made from novels or plays, but 
only on originals. 





Dunburn’s Pipe 

Dennis Dunburn, otherwise Den- 
nis Dauburn, English actor of bits 
who represented himself in Holly- 
wood as correspondent for the Lon- 
don ‘Times’ and ‘Express,’ never 
had any such connection. 

Dunburn recently left the west 
coast, presumably back to England. 
His statement about succeeding 
Cedric Belfrage, erudite film critic 
on the London ‘Express,’ was equal- 
ly ambitious, as Belfrage is under 
contract to both newspapers, 





Lewton’s Newest 
A story of women in the current 
depression has been written by Val 
Lewton, of the Metro publicity staff 
in New York. It’s called ‘No Bed 
of Her Own’ and will be published 


by Vanguard with release this 
month. 
Lewton has written numerous 


books for the Mohawk Press. This 


is his first for Vanguard. 


Canada’s Star Reporter 

‘Variety’ again loses a corking 
correspondent, perhaps but tempo- 
rarily, with Gordon Sinclair start- 
ing another 35,000-mile trip around 
the world. 
It’s for ‘The Star’ of Toronto and 
the ‘Star’s’ syndicate. That takes 
in about all of the buying papers 
of Canada, where Sinclair is not 
only reputed to be the star reporter 
of the Dominion, but its highest 
paid one. 

Sinclair rather niceiy credits his 
long corresponding for ‘Variety’ as 
partially accounting for his pres- 
ent high standing in the newspaper 
world over the borde}?. When Sin- 
clair, also then on the ‘Star,’ be- 
came this paper’s weekly cor- 
respondent, his knowledge of the 
general show business was beyona 
even that of the average good news- 
paperman - showman - correspond- 
ent so frequent among ‘Variety’s’ 
out of town list. 

Adopting ‘Variety’s’ style of flip- 
pancy, more so perhaps some years 
ago than of recent years, Sinclair 
transferred the style to his own 
sheet, writing specials as flippantly 
as he pleased. It hit Toronto right. 
Sinclair rapidly rose until he be- 
came a roving special writer, turn- 
ing in a daily column to the ‘Star 
no matter where he landed. This 
is his trip abroad for 
On the tour he'll make 
Singapore as well as St. Peters- 
burg, while he will more thor- 
oughly explore India than any of 
the other countries. 

The ‘Star’ syndication has gotten 
out a strong bulletin on Sinclair 
and his forthcoming travel. 
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May Syndicate Sob Serial 

The ‘Examiner,’ Hearst’s a.m. 
rag, is giving San Francisco first 
hand information of difficulties con- 
fronting unemployed fems. Story 
by Elenor Meherin now running 
serially and will probably go out 
syndicated. 

Miss Meherin was formerly lead- 
ing sob sister of the Hearst local 
afternoon sheet there but drafted 
for this feature. Her stuff making 
page one and heavily sold. Goes 
into detail about the rough spots 
any girl must face while seeking 
job. 


Al Hill’s ‘Pickings’ 

Al Hill, now Hollywood actor and 
self-styled ex-crook, is riding the 
tide with the vogue his ‘authentic 
confessions of an ex-crook’ is en- 
joying. Book is titled ‘Easy Pick- 
ings’ (Brentano’s), and details how 
an East Side (New York) gamin 
grew up into bad habits and a 
prison sentence, although Hill’s 
personality and soft-spoken manner 
certainly belie any such antece- 
dents. 

Book is an object lesson on en- 
vironment but is by no means a 
preachment. More of a human- 
interest document, it’s very inter- 
esting. Jim Tully wrote the preface. 

Hill is capitalizing his stride by 
bringing out a prison novel, ‘Down 
Deep’ shortly, also Brentano’s, while 
a former ‘in’ with MacFadden when 
he serialized ‘Jail Bird’ in ‘Detec- 
tive Stories,’ is now giving the ac- 
tor-author a crack at a three-part 
serial in ‘Liberty’ shortly. It’s a 
circus story. 





Virginia Newsstand Crusade 

Attacks on ‘Ballyhoo’ and kindred 
magazines came from two sections 
of Virginia almost simultaneously. 

Sale of ‘Ballyhoo’ and ‘Hooey’ 
and ‘Tickle-me-too,’ its chief rivals, 
was banned in Richmond by the 
police. Saturday (9) police chief 
had allowed ‘Ballyhoo’ to go back 
on sale, but the other mags were 
under ban as before. 

Meanwhile in Lynchburg, String- 
fellow Barr, professor of history af 
the University of Virginia and edi- 
tor of the Virginia Quarterly Re- 
view, made an address in which he 
scored ‘a race of hypocrites consum- 
ing literally tons of pulpwood porno- 
graphy and attempting to bar from 
this country a writer whose lip 
would have curled at the meaning- 
less filth ‘on our newsstands.’ 

He was referring to Rabelais, 
whom he named among the im- 
mortals. 





Pro-Hollywood 

‘Sereen -Star’ (Doubleday-Doran, 
$2), by Jack Preston, just out, takes 
the of all the anti-Holly- 
wood plays and stories and f1 ankly 
gives the film capita] a break. 
Novel is unique in that several 
score of w. k. film personalities are 
mentioned by actual name, and 
others, fictitious, are not intended to 
camouflage any real-life counter- 
parts. Still there are composites 
which are readily identified. 
Another out of the ordinary fea- 


reverse 





ture for a novel is an index listing 
all the characters, real and ficti- 
tious, in the book, with pages index 
to their references. 

Book was.100% legally-okayed, not 
so much as through any fear of 
libel, as to make certain no tem- 
porary restraining writ might en- 
join its commercial value, 

Preston, the author, is further ex- 
traordinary in that he’s an ex-studio 
scenarist who hasn't turned sour. 


Three New Mags 

Three new mags out last week 
alone and no falling off in old ones. 
The sort of thing to make news- 
stand space a premium, 
Most important of the trio of new 
ones is a fortnightly affair called 
Times,’ which will deal with 
national events. Edited by Walter 
Springer, ex-newspaperman, and 
occupying the plant of the Clayton 
mags, which have moved uptown. 

Other mag, ‘Headlines’ (Street & 
Smith), is a sort of elaborated 
‘Time,’ in keeping with the growing 
popularity for news magazines. 
Principal news events of the month 
are re-created in prose form. Mat- 
ter is staff written, with picts fur- 
nished by International. Editor, 
Lou Murray 

Third mag is 
tiny’ and deals 
King brothers, 


‘These 


called 
with 


‘Your Des- 

astrology. 
Irving and Sol, are 
the publishers, and editor is Wil- 
liam Franks, who operates one of 
those astrology parlors, 





Aid Needy Scribblers 
‘White Elephant’ 
by the Authors’ 


luncheon held 
League at Town 
Hall got such generous response, 
there may be another soon. Ad- 
mission was $1.50 and a bundle 
containing some article, the article 
to be disposed of at the Authors’ 
League Fund Bundle Shop. Pro- 
ceeds from both the luncheon and 
the bundle shop go2 to needy 
scribblers — and never so many 
needy scribblers reported as now. 

A long list of name scribblers are 
on the advisory board of the 
League’s Bundle Shop at 87 Lexing- 
ton Ave., where most any type of 
article may be procured. 


Daugherty’s Book 


‘The Inside Story of the Harding 
Tragedy’ will be out Jan, 20, next, 
of 320 pages and priced at $3.50. 
It’s ghost written for Harry M. 
Daugherty, former U. S. Attorney 
General, by the Rev. Thos. Dixon, 
who also wrote the ‘The Clansman’ 
amongst his others. 

Advance press’ sheet on the 
Daugherty volume claims that all 
of the books on Harding have had 
good sales. It lists three: ‘Rev 
elry’ at $2 to 100,000 copies; ‘The 
President’s Daughter’ at $5, 100,000, 
and ‘The Strange Death of Presi- 
dent Harding,’ 100,000 at $3.50. 








$6 in Paris 6 mos. in N. Y. 

Edward W. Titus in Paris pub- 
lishes a Morley Callaghan book, 
which may be worth $6 in Paris, 
but would ve.y likely be worth six 
months in New York for any owner 
caught with it. 

Story is that of a girl, who, gam- 
bling with a married man, has noth- 
ing but herself left to stake, and 
loses, interesting part being the re- 
actions of the girl, the man, and 
latter’s wife, who is a party to the 
business, 





Taxi Daily Starts 


Another of New York’s industries 
is to get a daily trade paper. Wo- 
men’s wear, automotive, investment 
and other business in New York 
support daily trade papers. Now 
the taxi business is to get one. 

‘The Taxi Daily News’ is to be 
its title, and a plant is being in- 
stalled uptown. Sponsors are keep- 
ing under cover for business rea- 
sons, but will be revealed in the 
first issue. 





Kief Sprucing Up 

Russel Kief, formerly on the ad- 
vertising staff of the Chicago 
‘American,’ is the man behind the 
scenes in the series of changes oc- 
curring in the Chicago ‘Daily News’ 
amusement section within the past 
few weeks. Kief has undertaken 
to pep up the staid makeup. Re- 
views are now carrying headlines, 
legit and pictures are on facing 
pages instead of separated as 
and a liberal assortment 
is the new order. 
started the fight with 
aban & Katz for parity in lineage 
with the Hearst evening rag. lie 
didn’t get parity, but he did get an 
increase. He has general charge of | 
both advertising and editorial mat- | 
ter on amusements. Regular dra- 
matic and film departments are 
otherwise undisturbed. | 


formerly 
of cuts 


Kief ,al- 





— 
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Tony Abbot Tagged 


Pretty well established by now 
that Fulton Oursler is ‘Anthony 
Abbot,’ and, if not, it’s Oursler’s 


own fault. The Abbot pseudonym 
had been credited to most every 
scribbler around town, mostly to 
John Erskine. Now pointed to 
Oursler and the Erskine mention 
came in because he is doing a play 
with Oursler. 

Anthony Abbot just now the big- 
gest name in the detective story 
field in the spot formerly occupied 
by S. S. Van Dine. That was a nom 
de piume, also, Van Dine really be- 
ing Willard Huntington Wright. 

Oursler’s regular job is supervis« 
ing the Macfadden mags, and when 
not so engaged he writes novels and 
plays under his own name. Mrs, 
Oursler also energetic, being Grace 
Perkins and Dora Macy as the occa= 
sion demands. 

Kinsey Will Solo 

Howard C. Kinsey, former head 
of the Cosmopolitan Book Corp., 
who went out when that concern 
was acquired by Farrar & Rinehart, 
is to go into book publishing on his 
own. Kinsey has opened offices and 
the first book under his own ime 
print may be a story by either Hare 
ry Leon Wilson or Peter B. Kyne, 
both former Cosmopolitan scribblerg 
who have gone with Kinsey. 

It’s Kinsey’s intention to go in 
for fiction only, practically the sole 
publisher specializing in that pare 
ticular type of book. Likely that 
a number of other former Cosmo 
scribblers will switch to Kinsey, as 
he is highly regarded in the trade 





Letters From Cranks 

A Chicago newspaper man, D. P, 
Ryan, is working on a book of nut 
letters sent to various sources by 
cranks, of which there are believed 
to be thousands in the U. 8S. 

Communications of the nutty dee 
scription sent to radio stars, ball 
players, fighters, picture stars, pub- 
lic officials and others will be ine 
cluded in the collection. 

Ryan is contacting broadcasting 
companies, baseball leagues, film 
studios and other sources with @ 
view to gaining access to the come 
plaint letters they may have on fila 





For the Expatriates 


Peter Neagoe, writer and painter, 
has purchased a half interest with 
Samuel Putnam in ‘The New Ree 
view,’ quarterly magazine published 
by American artists abroad. Neagoe 
will become joint edit-~ and interest 
himself in American material, while 
Putnam will take charge of Euros 
pean work, 

The new firm plans to go into 
publishing on an extended scale and 
will specialize in paper backs at a 
price for even left bank readers, 
Among the works now ready is an 
‘American Abroad Anthology.’ 





_ Wilstach’s Smiles 

Frank Wilstach smiles when he 
recalls that it took him 24 years to 
gather similies recognized as wore 
thy of dictionary classification. 

The first editions came out in 1916, 
Since then Frank has been tacking 
on wise phrases by pages running 
into the hundreds. He admits that 
by 1955 the book will be a series and 
the series will out-bulk the largest 
encyclopedia. 


Good, Anyhow 


Jack McLallen doesn’t know 
whether to feel sore or complie 
mented by the fact that ‘Hooey’ 


thought so well of his ‘painter of 
men and women’ gag that they made 
it into a cartoon, but he really 
ought to be used to it by this time, 
Plenty of his stuff has been lifted, 





Ellmaker Quits Mac 

Lee Eilmaker’s abrupt withdraws 
al from the Macfadden organization 
said to have come about as a ree 
sult of Ellmaker’s purchase of the 
‘Pictorial Review.’ Macfadden is 
said to not like Ellmaker’s outside 
interest. 

Ellmaker wes one of the most 
important executives with the Mace 
fadden outfit. Although nominally 
(Continued on page 63) 








Happy New Year 
“May America’s chief entertain- 
ment continue to be VISUAL and 
AUDITORY and not LIQUID. On 
with the ‘Flicker Traffic.’ Congratu- 
lations to Fanchon and Marco and 
their shows where papa now takes 
the family instead....’’—Bill Plymat, 
Editor (U. of M. °34) 





The Student Auusicms 


“America’s Most Interesting 
Prohibition Journal’ 


Lake Crystal, Minn. 


Formerly Palo Alto, Cal. 
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THREE NBC COAST ACTS 
GETTING SPECIAL PLUGS 


San Francisco, Jan. 11. 

NBC is starting to build up its 
western talent for national presen- 
tation, selecting three of the current 
local artists for the heavy plugging. 

Trio are Ted White, crooner; 
Mary Wood, soprano; Rex Dunn, 
musical director. Last two are new- 
comers to the Frisco studios. White 
has been here a coming from 
Angeles. 





year, 
Los 


° . 
Gladys Rice’s 3d Year 
Gladys Rice, NBC has 
had her contract renewed with NBC 
for another year. This will mark 


soprano, 


the soprano’s third year with the 
chain. 

Currently on the Mobiloil broad- 
casts, 
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1° BIG SHOW 


OF THE AIR/ 


ORTON DOW Key 


TONY WONS 
JACQUES RENARD 


AND WIS ORCHESTRA 
jy, 
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‘CREAM OF WHEAT’ PROGRAM 
Every Morning Over WJZ at 7:45 
National Broadcasting Company 





Frisco on Winchell 





San Francisco, Jan. 11, 

Flock of loyal San Francis- 
cans burned to a crisp and 
told NBC about it when Wal- 
ter Winchell got on the air 
Saturday (2) to announce An- 
son Weeks’ local band. 

Winchell screamed ‘O. K.,, 


San Fran-cis-co’ so many 
times in such strident tones 
that listeners started to burn 


up the phone wires in vehe- 
ment 

If he 
they’d 


NBC 


protests. 

had called it 
have torn down the 
building 


‘Frisco, 




















DEALERS COMPLAIN ON 
NBC’S SYNC RADIOING 


New Haven, Jan, 11. 

Local radio dealers are squawk- 
ing over NBC experiments in broad- 
cast synchronization. 

Dealers claim meddling 
attempt to 
tion with home-grown broadcast- 
ing outlets seriously affected 
sales. In addition to this, the deal- 
ers find themselves swamped with 
so many free service calls, due to 
experiments, that what was form- 
erly a profit is now turned into a 
loss. 

Matter is being put up to Federal 
tadio Commission, 


with pro- 


grams in sync key sta- 


has 





Chevrolet Drops Discs 


In Favor of Network 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Chevrolet is the latest of the Gen- 
eral Motors clan slated to go net- 
work. Contracts signed with NBC 
for a weekly cross-country link sets 
Feb. 4 as the starting date. 

Program’s entertainment make-up 
will be similar to the band and 
vocal melange characterizing the 
auto-maker’s dise shows’ which 
have been on spot broadcasting the 
past year. 


$25,000 FOR RELIEF 
Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Radio Revue at the Stadium 
brought in over $25,000 in cash. En- 
tire amount was turned over to the 
joint emergency relief fund. 

Affair, plugged for weeks, went 
over big, as expected. Close to 20,- 
000 passed the turnstiles. 


CONCERT SPOT CHANGED 


Concert in New York for unem- 
ployed musicians by Paul White- 
man on Feb; 28, scheduled for the 
Metropolitan Opera House, has been 
shifted to the Waldorf-Astoria. 

A previous booking for the Met on 
that date forced NBC to shift con- 
cert. 














LEO REISM 


POND’S PROGRAM 
On WEAF Over a Red Network 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 
9:30 E.S.T.; 8:30 C.S.T.; 
7:30 M.T.; 
N. B.C, 


6:30 P.T. 











hour for 
| Daniels-Jack 











SCREEN NAMES TAKING 
NAT'L AIR SHOWS WEST 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Possibility of building up the film 
capital as the originating point for 
national chain. broadcasts is strong, 
with air personals of the stars as 
the reason, Marie Dressler-Jean- 
ette MacDonald appearances for 
NBC Saturday (9) for the Pontiac 
heavy checks, and the Bebe 
Oakie broadcast New 
Years’s day, with the latter pair 
reported at $3,000 and $1,000 respec- 
tively, points to more Angeles- 





Los 


i started national hookups. 


Several picture talent agents are 
going into the air question strongly, 
even taking ether representa- 
tion of other agents’ lists. 

Other national programs from 
here are the new weekly Texaco 
program beginning shortly over 
NBC, featuring Donald Novis and 
Charles Beauchamp, tenors; ‘Cali- 
fornia Medolies,’ CBS _ sustaining 
feature that uses’ gratis screen 
names; and the inclusion of Jimmie 
Grier’s orchestra and several screen 
names on one of the Lucky Strike 
programs this week, 


over 


Masseuse On Air 


Madame Sylvia, of Hollywood, 
starts talking weekly Jan. 15, for 
General Electric programs on NBC. 

According to report, Sylvia will 
stick only to beauty advice on the 
radio. By profession she’s a rubber, 
otherwise sometimes known as a 
masseuse, though she has become 
best known through rubbering, 


Holding Crosby? 


3ing Crosby’s 10 weeks contract 
with Publix, which expires at the 
end of next week, is in negotiation 
for 10 additional weeks. Deal is be- 
tween CBS and Publix. 

Crosby’s salary under his pres- 
ent contract is reported to be $2,- 
500 per. Publix is not renewing on 
Russ Colombo, 














No Comm, Taylor Out 
San Francisco, Jan, 11. 

When NBC refused to allow com- 
missisns on commercial accounts 
i.» had brought in for his own pro- 
grams, George Taylor’ resigned 
from KYA and is framing a spon- 
sored program for another station, 
probably KJBS. 

Taylor, former program director 
of KYA, also m. c.’d the ‘Sunshine’ 
and ‘On With the Show’ hours. G. 
Donald Gray takes the former, 
Harry Bechtel the latter. 





CBS AND PANICO 


Louis Panico’s band, at the Gui- 
nan’s Paradise, Chicago, may be 
brought to New York by CBS next 
month. 

CBS has the Panico outfit, ten- 
tatively set to go into Roseland for 
an indefinite engagement Feb. 1. 
Booking will be completed this 
week, 





’°32 Football Series Set 
Chicago, Jan. 11, 
Even though the football season 
is 10 months off, Standard Oil of 
Indiana has contracted to bankroll 
next fall’s broadcast of the Big Ten 
Conference over WBBM. Signa- 
tures were exchanged last week, 
with the obligation covering all 
games available from this end, 
WGN carried the series for the 
same commercial last season. 





Double 5th Ave. 





A big surprise to radio was 
the Tenth avenue accent on 
‘first’ by a society women on a 
new account which started on 
the air last week. 

The femme twice used ‘first’ 
and twice pronounced it ‘foist. 














RADIOERS WELCOME 
CONGRESS INQUIRY 


Jan, 11, 


‘welcome 


Washington, 


American broadcasters 


any fa:r and impartial investigation 
industry,’ according to a 
resolution »yassed here Saturday (10) 
by the board of directors of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters. 
Resolution was unanimous and was 
in answer to a resolution offered in 
Congress by Senator Couzens of 
Michigan, requiring the Federal 
Radio Commission to investigate 
government ownership of broadcast- 
ing stations in this country. 

According to the 
such an investigation would give 
them an opportunity of demonstrat- 
ing that the American plan of com- 
petitive broadcasting is superior in 
every way to the system prevalent 
in Europe. 

After citing that European broad- 
casting stations are owned or con- 
trolled by the various European 
governments and are supported by 
heavy taxes on receiving set own- 
ers, the resolution points out that 
‘the Board is ready and willing to 
place at the disposal of Congress 
and the Federal Commission any 
and all records, data, and informa- 
tion which it has or which, through 
its organization, it may be able to 


of their 


broadcasters, 


| obtain.’ 


KAUFMAN’S NEW JOB 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 

Louis L. Kaufman, pioneer radio 
announcer with the world’s oldest 
air station, KDKA, for years, has 
landed with the local Hearst organi- 
zation, WCAE, after an extended 
period of idleness. 

Kaufman was let out at KDKA 
several months ago, after some dif- 
ferences with the management and 
devoted his time to practicing law. 





WDIX’s Better Spot 


Dallas, Jan. 11. 

Permission granted North Missis- 
sippi Broadcasting Co. by federal 
radio commish to move WDIX from 
Tupelo, Miss., to Texarkana, Ark. 
Frequency changed from 1,500 to 
1,420 kilocycles, 

Station’s new site gives it a 
monop over the east Texas-Ark. re- 
gion, with Shreveport and Dallas 





TWO-WEEK BAND DATES 
ON COAST FOR VARIETY 


Hollywood, 





Jan. 11, 
Policy of changing bands every 
two weeks has been started ww 
KFWB, the Warner Bros. 
with all broadcasts originati 


station, 


gz and 
playing only locally. 

Station believes the variety ought 
to keep listeners interested, as the 
constant repetition of the same 
stuff night after night had begun 
to gall on regular hearers. Com. 
plaints have been heard elsewhere 
regarding name bands coming on 
other stations, hearers getting 
fidgety at the regular routine of 


dance music and no variations. 











Sonny Brooks inaugurated the 
new policy, going out after two 
weeks, although expected to stay 
longer, Jack Crawford started last 
week, and makes way for another 
orchestra after a two-week book- 
ing. 


AND HIS 


ELIOT DANK CIO 
ORCIESTRA 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 


SYSTEM 


WEDNESDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
[2:0M. S5:3ORM. (2/AM. 














HARRY RESER 


and his 


* 

’ F ‘ 
copa Qiy Fxismas 
A Nationally Known Presentation 
Radio’s Oldest Commercial 
Contract Renewed for 1932 
Each Friday Evening, 9 to 9:30 
Red Net Work—WEAF 

















CHARLO 


AY 


SINGING POPULAR 
SONGS OVER STATIONS 


WHN ano WPAP 


ALLISON and FIELDS 


Broadcasting Daily For 
MILLER FUR CO. 
GOSHEN SHIRT CO. 
Over WBBM, Chicago 


























nearest competish. 














(New York Evening Graphic) 


Has the Honor to Present 


HELEN MORGAN 


as His Guest Star 


on the Gerardine Program next Tuesday P.M., Jan. 19, 
over C.B.S. National Network, 22 stations 


8:45 E.S.T.; 7:45 C.S.T.; 6:45 M.T., and 5:45 P.T. 


SULLIVAN 























Trianon Ballroom 








RADIO’S MOST VERSATILE 


INSTRUMENTAL AND VOCAL ENSEMBLE 


TED ‘WEEMS 


And His Orchestra 
RADIO STATION WGN 





Chicago 
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Candy Co. Got 80 Celebs Gratis to 


| Judge 


alk About Themselves on Discs 








+ 
Chicago, Jan, 11, 

For the number of celebrities in- 

duced by a single commercial to 

appear gratuitously before a mike 

‘Life Savers’ takes the gilded derby. 

With 80 celebs having already im- 


parted their ‘secrets of success’ on 


radio discs, the candy maker is 
lining up 102 more names to com- 
plete its spot broadcasting series. 


Subjects so far recorded come from 
almost every walk of life, with a 
fairly 
from show business included. 


impressive representation 

Commercial’s contact men have 
had little difficulty in persuading 
the attainers of the golden heights 
to spread.their success stories on 
wax for*release over 30 stations. 
Method of approach is two-fold; 
either a suave appeal to the ego or 
an argumentative discourse on the 
publicity value of the hook-up. If 
the prospective contributor to the 
series, after listening to either or 
both of these lines of palaver, in- 
sists upon discussing the matter of 
a stipend for his services, the inter- 
view is quickly closed and the name 
checked off the list. 

With few exceptions, the vanity 
angle has sufficed to inveigle the 
celeb into accepting the recording 
invitation. Spiel unlimbered by the 
contacteer runs to the effect that 
the subject is admittedly an out- 
standing success in his or her par- 
ticular field and ‘Life Savers’ feels 
certain that the world at large 
would be interested to hear how the 
celeb got there. 

Direct Approach 

Majority of contacts are made 
direct with the names desired for 
these five-minute programs. In the 
case of the stage names details are 
worked out with the press agent or 
producer. In the field of sports the 
manager is invariably responsible 
for the nod of assent or otherwise, 
while approach of the literary stars 
is effected through their publishers 
or agents. 

Among the figures from show 
business who have already imparted 
their ‘secrets of success’ to the 
‘Life Savers’ discs are Daniel Froh- 
man, Carl Laemmle, Fanny Brice, 
Sophie Tucker, Mae Murray, Texas 
Guinan, Francis X. Pushman, Sam 
Jaffe, Kugenie Leontovich, Ruth St. 
Denis and Richard B. Harrison. 
Only two concert names on the 
recorded list are Rosa Raisa, of the 
Chicago Civic Opera, and Joseph 
Rosenstein, 19-year-old violinist 
with the Chicago Symphony. 

Literati touted on the ‘Life 
Savers’ series include Peter B. 
Kyne, John Held, Jr., Steve Han- 
nagan, Karl Bickel, Bernarr Mac- 
fadden, Ray Long, Edith Heal, Ed- 
gar Guest, Faith Baldwin and John 
McCutcheon. Among the sports 
celebs already recorded are EL. V. 
Rickenbacker, Johnny Weissmuller, 
Gar Wood, Irving Jaffee, Francis 
Ouimet, Sidney Lenz, ‘Hunk’ Ander- 
son, Tommy Milton, and Norman 

toss. 

Few Industrialists 

Only six names on the ‘Life 
Savers’ line-up are of the captains 
of industry variety, perhaps re- 
flecting a change in the public suc- 
cess concept. Business figures who 
have revealed their lodestones of 
Success by way of the turntable 
consist of J. C. Penny, chain store 
magnate; Charles R. Walgreen, Max 
Epstein, financier and chairman of 
the board of the General American 
Tank Car Corp.; Jeremiah Hickey, 
clothing manufacturer; Avery Brun- 


dage, president of the Brundage 
Construction Co.; and Mrs. Ora 
Snyder, organizer of a Chicago 


Candy store chain. 

Other names in the series better 
known to newsprint readers include 
Police Commissioner Mulrooney of 
New York, Samuei Untermyer, 


Mayor Cermak of Chicago, Judge | 


George Read of the Wayward 
Minors’ Court, Detroit; Hiram 
Maxim. Less celebrated than the 


BARGAINS MAKE PROFIT 


Indie Station Netted $100,000 in 1931 
in Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, Jan. 11. 

Devoted almost entirely to unvar- 
nished commercial advertising, 
WDGY, independent, is believed to 
be the most prosperous of all Twin 
City radio stations. Despite the de- 
pression, its 1931 operating profits is 
said to have been in 
$100,000. 

No station could be more econom- 
ically operated. Most of its “‘enter- 
tainment” consists of announce- 
ments of sales at local stores by its 
announcers. There are occasional 
phonograph records. 

Success of the station is declared 
to be due to the manner in which it 
concentrates on bargain prices, 
causing housewives by the thou- 
sands to listen. 


excess of 


COAST'S PROFUSION 


11, 

Hill-billy radio acts having be- 
come so profuse locally that they 
are forced to tune in on each other. 
Glen Rice, who is responsible for 
the presently waning local vogue, 
is taking what remains of the 
original Beverly Hill-Billies troup 
to station KTAB, San Francisco, 
and will try a new buildup from 
scratch, When he exhausts the 
following there, Rice will make an- 
other radio hookup in a different 
city, continuing until he or the 
hill-billies are grabbed by old age. 

The ’billy routine in the west is 
peculiar unto itself. With Rice’s 
original troupe passing as the real 
stuff at KMPC, Beverly Hills, when 
starting a couple of years ago, the 
boys were saluted with gifts daily 
from the naive following. As the 
buildup grew, Rice took the boys 
into the Chinese theatre for a week 
at $3,500. Further theatre bookings 
were arranged, the theatre in each 
instance getting strong radio plugs 
from the ’billies before the act 
opened. tice then made a tie-up 
with a mineral water company, 
taking 20 percent of the company’s 
gross for having the act sponsor the 
product. This mineral water tie- 
up also follows the act wherever it 
will play. 

Beverly Hill-Billies currently hold 
two of the original crew, with four 
replacements, They’re at KTM, 
Santa Monica, and before going to 
its sister S. F. station in the Pick- 
wick Corp. string they'll play a 
week at the Fox, San Diego, and 
another at Long Beach, In each 
eity they expect the radio programs 


Los Angeles, Jan. 


to afford an oven sesame to the- 
atre bookings. 
RKO locally was willing to ac- 


cept the act for a week at $500 plus 


25% above $13,000 and 50% above 
$16,000, but the New York office 


vetoed the deal. Local office then 
refused the act’s alternate sugges- 
tion of $2,500 straight salary. 


4-Year Contract 





One of the longest term radio 
talent contracts issued so far is 
Alice Joy with the NBC's artist bu- 
reau. It’s for four years, the first of 
which goes to Prince Albert, for 
whom Miss Joy is now broadcasting. 

As a vaudeville single in the past 


Miss Joy was known as Frances 
|Holecombe. Her ether name was 
coined for her by the tobacco ad- 


vertiser. 


CBS’ 2 in L. A. 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 


Reported inability of KHJ. local 





Others kut their success versions 
recorded because of the human in- 
terest slant involved are the fol- 
lowing: Mother Roper, head of a 
bureau devoted to finding lost sea- 
men; Father Leonard, a Catholic 
clergyman of New York; Edythe 
Diedrich, who lays claim to having 
been the official beauty adviser for 
all Shubert stars the past eight 
years; Ernest Diedrich, chief chef 
for the Palmer House, Chicago, and 
Dr. Kar] Meyer of the Cook County 
hospital, Chicago. 


erritories brought in KNX, Holly- 
independent, as a CBS link. 
be used by commercials 


wood 


| 
| Will 


seeking total blanketing of Southern | 


California. 


Kolb and Dill on Air 


San Francisco, Jan, 11 
Kolb and Dill plan a venture into 
the radio field. Have been xed 
t names for yea! 


jlegitimate stage 


4 





SECOND ZONE OPEN 
Robinson Quits Federal 
Radio Commish 


Washington, Jan. 11. 
After four years as a member of 
the Federal Radio Commission, 


Judge Ira Ellsworth Robinson last 


week tendered his resignation to 
President Hoover, effective Jan. 15. 
He intends to enter the practice of 
law in Washington and West Vir- 
ginia, his home, 

The Judge represented the Second 
Zone. No mention of a successor. 


COAST AIR P.A.S 
KNOW NOTHING, 
CARE LESS 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

Coast radio publicity continues to 
be the prize guff cluttering the 
editorial wastepaper baskets of 
and trade sheets. Picture 
press stuff in its mouldiest moments 
never could compare to the mimeo- 
graphed mess emanating from the 
broadcasting stations. 

Apparently written by p. a.’s who 
never got closer to a copy desk than 
the outer gate, majority of the clap- 
trap is scarcely readable, let alone 
suitable material for publication. 
As usual the minor stations are the 
worst offenders, but some of the 
larger ones contribute to the phooey 
gags, editorialization, purely person- 
al piffle and otherwise impossible lit- 
erature that descends in floods on 
the papers. Any radio columnist out 
here has to wade through sheafs of 
chaff to find the few facts that make 
reaing matter. 

Blueprints 

Parenthetic comment on each al- 
leged gag accompanies the copy of 
one station almost invariably. Yarns 
that wouldn’t make the grade in a 
high school annual are rushed by 
special delivery to editors who have 
learned to throw the envelopes away 
without opening them. Descriptions 


dailies 


call forth adjectives that would 
make Barnum do nip-ups in his 
grave. 


Biogs of air artists begin with the 
grand-father’s part in the Civil War 
and end nowhere. 

A 1,000-word story on the mar- 
riage of one of the KNX cowboys 
was headed ‘Celibacy Meets Nemes- 
is in Chaps’ and was a most com- 
plete in its flowery description of 
the event, ending with a ‘tally-ho!’ 
but failed to give one glimmer as 
to the bride’s name. 

Life story of a ballad singer con- 
tains these excerpts: ‘I went on the 
stage because I love to sing and 
dance,’ says Miss Blank, with her 
eyes unable to conceal the mischief 
behind their naivette......then love 
came along......it was a glorious 
new adventure......until death 
snatched away my husband......I 
bravely started over again...... 
when life is sad, I simply smile and 
wait for it to be kind to me! 


Dates 








CBS outlet to completely cover rural | 
‘ 
t 


Burns and Allen, Fleischmann, 
NBC, Jan. 28. 

Odette Myrtil, Nestle, NBC, Jan. 
15. 

Helen yahagan, 
NBC, Jan. 14. , 


FULL COMM. SALARIES 


San Francisco, Jan. 11. 

NBC about faced on a previous 
policy this week and awarded full 
commercial salaries to artists on 
sponsored programs. 

Move is nothing new to the east 
but out here it has been the custom 
ether commercial fees 
whenever an artist got an extra 
program. This in an effort to hold 
| salaries down to a standard basis. 
| Under the new ruling the entire 
commercial fee now goes to the tal- 
ent, with the usual exception of an 
Artists Bureau percentage. 


Fleischmann, 


to shave 








Irvin Cobb for Armour 
Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Armour Packing is negotiating 
with Irvin Cobb for a series of 
spiels on its Friday evening pro- 
gram over NBC. Prospective start- 
ing date for the humorist is Feb. 5, 
with the commercial figuring on a 
minimum of eight appearances, 
Cobb filled a similar spot on 

Armour show last winter. 





| 
{ 
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the 


| fused 





PALMOLIVE BACK 
But After Direct Results This 
Time—Five a Week 
Chicago Jan, 11. 
Palmolive, NBC's oldest coast-to- 
coast customer until it quit five 


weeks ago, has returned to the same 
over a 
midwest and 
New program, 


chain for a test campaign 
limited number of 
northwest stations. 
which initial release today 
(11), is practically a straight mer- 
chandizing job, the latter creating a 
decided departure from the former 
policy of spending around $250,000 a 
year with NBC on strictly a good- 
will quest. 

Soap-mixer’s latest ether confec- 
tion combines the chatter of a 
beauty expert and the musical inter- 
Mides of a string quintet under the 
del Cain, of St. Paul, is the facial 
authority. Program's schedule calls 
for 15-minutes five mornings a week. 


got its 


SULLIVAN GIVES AIR 
GUESTS PAID NOTICE 


For his new task as air m. c. for 
the Gerardine time over CBS each 
Tuesday evening, Ed Sullivan, the 
‘Graphic’ columnist, has adopted an 
original gesture of appreciation 
toward his guest artists on the radio. 
It is a courtesy paid notice in ‘Va- 
riety’ acknowledging the appear- 
ance of his guest stars. 

Sullivan starts tonight with 
George M. Cohan as Gerardine’s 
high light and the unusuai surprise 
name for a debutante announcer’s 
beginning. For next week Sullivan 
is announcing in this issue of ‘Va- 
riety’ Helen Morgan. 

Sullivan’s theory 1s that nothing 
but thanks can be tendered to 
guests of the professional magni- 
tude he contemplates presenting, so 
the most he can do is to inform 
the show business weekly through 
Variety’ of the kindness extended 
to him by these big names. 

Sullivan continues as the Broad- 
way columnist for ‘The Graphic’ 
while going on the air once week- 
ly. With Gerardine, Sullivan suc- 
ceeds Walter Winchell, who moved 
to the Lucky Strike hour. 


NBC Program on CBS 


Chicago, Jan. 11, 
Though originating from NBC’s 
Chicago studios, Kellogg’s ‘Singing 
Lady’ doesn’t get a release through 
any of the Chicago outlets affiliated 


with that network. Commercial 
elected to pass up latter and in- 
stead continue the program on the 
Columbia-allied WGN, where it 
started as a local feature about a 
year ago. 

Fact that the cereal distrib re- 
the offer of a local NBC 
standby station and insisted upon 
the elimination of Chicago from the 
list of network release establishes 
a precedent in chain broadcasting 
here. In the cases of ‘Clara, Lu 
and Em’ and ‘Little Orphan. Annie’ 
programs, which also originated on 
the ‘Tribune’ station, NBC affiliates 
here carry the broadcasts concur- 
rently with WGN. 

Irene Wicker retains the ‘Singing 
Lady’ role, with the juve clocked for 
every day but Sunday. 





HARRY SOSNICK ON NBC 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Mentholatum makes its ether de- 
but Jan. 20, with a four-station 
hookup out of the NBC studio here. 
Program’s talent set-up consists of 
a 15-piece orchestra under Harry 
Sosnick’s direction, male harmony 
quartet and a femme warbler. 

Manufacturer’s contract calls for 
a half-hour each Wednesday night 
for 10 weeks. If the results war- 
rant at the end of that time, release 


| of the show will be extended to a 


cross-country link. 





Louis Morgan With Morris 
Chicago, Jan. 11. 
Local Wm. Morris office has add- 
ed Louis Morgan to its staff, to han- 
die radio bookings. 





|} tion man, having at one time han- 
ij; dled Amos ‘n’ Andy. 


a 


NBC Lost $100,000 Adv. Acct. When 
Saving $20) on Audition Musicians 


+ 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 
NEC's latest display of short- 
sighted economy when it comes to 
talent disbursements resulted in the 
loss of a $100,000 advertising ac- 
count to the opposition network, 


Amount that NBC chose to save in 
musicians’ fees on an audition ar- 
ranged for the commercial pros- 
pect, <Allen-A Hosiery, wouldn't 
have come to $200. 

While the NBC sales department 
was trying to work out a time 
schedule for the account, the ad 


agency representing the account 
made the customry request for an 
audition in one of the network's 
studios. Agency explained that it 
had assembled its own troupe for 
the program and that it figured on 
eventually using one of the studio 
staff combos for the musical back- 
ground. Date for the audition was 
set and the commercial’s home of- 
fice staff at Kenosha, Wis., was 
asked to be on hand. 
Idle Musicians 

As per schedule the Allen-A ad- 
vertising manager, D. K. Newell, 
and a couple of other company 
execs appeared at the studio along 
with the cast of the show and the 
reps from the agency. Instead of a 
staff orchestra, as naturally antic- 
ipated, it was found that the net- 
work’s production department had 
assigned a lone pianist (fee $18) to 
handle the instrumental needs of the 
audition. Explanation given by a 
studio attache was there wasn’t a 
studio combo available for the spot 
at that particular time. However, 
the visitors on entering the studio 
had noticed a flock of musicians, 
barged in the typical studio smocks, 
lolling around in the hallway. Lat- 
ter were still there at the end of 
what all concerned agreed was a 
bad audition, due to the inadequate 
musical background, 

Newell and the other stocking 
execs were burning plenty through 
the episode, it was obvious, but re- 
frained from any comment. How- 
ever, within the following week the 
account’s agency and the Columbia 
sales department here had a time 
schedule and starting date all set 
for the stocking-weavers’ okay. 

Commercial blames the NBC pro- 

duction department for the shabby 
treatment encountered. Claims that 
it was all due to the fact that it 
came into the studio with talent 
picked outside and, what was more 
wounding to the production staff’s 
vanity and pocketbook, a producer 
of their own for the program. Lat- 
ter eliminated an NBC producer 
from participation as well as the 
extra fee paid the staff director by 
commercials. 
Contract given CBS ealls for a 
link of 35 stations, with the show 
scheduled for Friday nights over a 
period of 26 weeks. First program 
is slated for Mar. 4. It’s a musical 
comedy idea, labelled ‘Beau Batch- 
elor.’ 





Restricting Plugg 

ers 
Reported that CBS will adopt the 
same measure as NBC in barring all 
song pluggers unless they have 
passes, 
According to report, CBS will not 
admit any *pluggers after 6 p. m. 
unless displaying a CBS pass. 


Pittsburgh’s 1st Netter 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 
Pittsburgh's first regular network 
feature will be Don Bestor’s band, 
playing at the William Penn hotel 
on an NBC hook-up twice weekly 
from KDKA, It’s a sustaining pro- 
gram of half-hour dance programs, 





Band is also scheduled for an 
early appearance on a Winchelle 
Lucky Strike hour. 





CREMO GOING OFF? 
Reported that when its contract 
with CBS expires on Feb. 27 Cremo 
will go off the air. Cigar account 
took 16 weeks. 
Bing Crosby is 
broadcasts, 


featured on the 


Conway on KHJ 
Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 
Kerry Conway, out here semi-va- 
cationing, has gone radio over KHJ, 





Morgan is a former radio promo- | 


the local CBS outlet. 
| He will give his ‘Chats on English’ 
twice weekly over that station, 
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JOHN P. MEDBURY 

Comedian M. C. with MJB Revue 
COMMERCIAL 

KFI, Los Angeles 


John P. Medbury is the Hearst 
syndicated humorist who is no 
novice on commercial or other ra- 
dio, humorously punctuating the 
ethereal proceedings with his bright 
stuff. As the conferencier for the 
MJB coffee brand on its twice- 


weekly quarter hour over the coast | Linit. 
NBC , chain, he locally broad- The name femmes on _ these 
aes KFI oe. hy Ii _| periods are not getting paid for 
Medbury + os “yO ae their appearances. Tust why they 
“tara ’ vat: re a) =] € - e  . ° . ¢ 
Grier’s es ee aa — do it, except for publicity, is a puz- 
and spec oy Wee -seenen 1} a zie. And why a society woman 
and Margaret Lawrence, vocal high-| wants publicity via the ether is a 
lights. The Grier band is big} ,.,. ial atti 
A Be greater mystery. 
league and the tenoring Novis has T Pathle Millay :; al 
also made his mark on the west| TO Kat saae Pp > de lr stitiae 
coast to the degree that NBC is| Sister of Edna St. incent Millay 


taking him east shortly. Miss Law- 
rence with ‘Music in My Fingers’ as 
her vocal contribution is a new 
singing comedienne and also effec- 
tive. 

Medbury, like Winchell on Lucky 


Strike, gets the name _ ballyhoo, | Margaret Santry, former sob sister, 
however, and brightly paces the en- | regarding where Miss Millay had 
tire proceedings. seen the most beautiful men and 

A cute finale bit was a hokum|Wwomen. The interview was in a 
skit on the Ely Culbertsons at/slightly humorous vein, at times, 
home, with Phyllis (Mrs. J. P.)| and given but a few minutes. Miss 
Medbury doing the bridge-playing| Millay’s voice didn't arrive safely 
missus nicely. She wasn’t pro-/|through the loud speaker. Never- 


grammed for her effective contribu- 
tion. 

MJB Coffee is not new to com- 
mercial radio, having utilized the 
Grove jazzists when Gus Arnheim, 
Bing Crosby, et al., were out here, 
but the Medbury addition as m. c. 
is a new and bright idea all ’round. 

It still permits the parade. of 
variety and musical novelty and is 
probably a nominally expensive in- 
vestment for MJB as the Grove 
orchestra, unlike the practice east, 
can broadcast for a commercial di- 
rect from the dance floor, and at the 
same time edify the regular Hotel 
Ambassador (Cocoanut Grove) pa- 
trons. This is made possible by 
Medbury being in an upstairs re- 
mote control room of the hotel and 
cueing the Grier band below when 
to pick up their dansapation. The 
other specialists, vocal, etc., can 
also etherize from this same remote 
control room or directly off the 
Cocoanut Grove cafe floor. Abel. 





THURSTON 
Talk 
WGY, Schenectady 
Magician starred on broadcast ar- 


ranged by Marion Brewer, radio 
editor, “Hearst’s Albany ‘Times 
Union, as plug for paper, RKO’s 


Albany Palace, and theatre’s head- 
liner. Regular bi-weekly featured, 
called ‘The T. U. Radio Extra.’ Usu- 
ally scheduled for supper hour, but 
this one was at 5.30 p. m. War- 
ranted a later spot, if that could be 
had. 

Announced as an ‘interview,’ 
Thurston’s mike appearance was 
more in nature of a monolog. Would 
have been better, for all concerned, 
were it kept closer to intended form, 
and, perhaps, rehearsed. Speaker 
spent too much time on prelimi- 
naries. With only 15 minutes avail- 
able, introduction of extraneous 
matter and stress on details took 
time which should have been given 
to heart of the talk. Thus, Thurs- 
ton was forced to cut short a dra- 
matic account of his ‘frisking’ a spy 
in N. Y. during the war and the 
extracting of a paper with plans for 
blowing up a troop ship. 

At finish, requested he be given 
another opportunity to broadcast. 

Always showman, Thurston em- 
phasized who he was and how many 
persons he had entertained the 
world over. Discreetly silent on 
technical end of magic. 

An interesting talker, with a wide 
rang of experiences, Thurston 
might be okay for an occasional 
appearance On a commercial spon- 
sored by card-manufacturing com- 
pany. Jaco. 





‘MUSIC THAT SATISFIES’ 
Nat Shilkret Orch., Alex. Gray 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Following in the wake of Lucky 
Strikes and Cumels, both radio 
advertising veterans, Chesterfield 
came on the air for the first time 
last week with a series of nightly 
15-minute broadcasts ¢ unusual 
quality. Judging from the three 
ciggie accounts on the air, it ap- 
pears as though the ciggie com- 
panies are amongst radio smartest 
advertisers. They go after and get 
talent and arrange their program 
make-up so that it is practically 
sure-fire right off the bat. 

Here it’s a toss-up between Alex. 
Gray and the Nat Shilkret orches- 
tra for first honors, with the or- 
chestra appearing to have the edge. 
Shilkret has always been known for 
his arrangements. His melodic in- 
terpretations on these broadcasts 
are up to his best, and the musicians 
he selected carry them out. 

Alex. Gray (until he hit the air it 
was Alexander) is the former musi- 
cal comedy and operetta leud, who 
also had a fling in the musical talk- 
ers. Gray possesses a fine baritone, 
but is sparsely used. It is just as 
well, for as it now stands it is nicely 
balanced between the vocal and or- 
chestral sides. 
included, but briefly, and not being 


announced whether Gray is one of 


the two voices. 
For once it may be said that a 


BATH CLUB 
With Margaret 


Interview, Songs 


COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 


ranged to feature different soc'sty 
women and femmes of literary .e- 
pute on its broadcasts. 
third program series sponsored by 


ers, Which is probably what the ad- 


showing how prices have advanced 


Duo harmony also] of 


Santry, Barbara 
Maurel, Frank Ventree’s Orch. 


This is the commercial which ar- 


It is the 


and a social registerite, the feature 
of this broadcast, the gratis appear- 
ance may have been worth while. 
Some of her works were announced 
by title over the air. 


Miss Millay was interviewed by 


theless the interview served its 
purpose in leading up to a plug for 
the product by Miss Santry. 

Miss Millay didn’t do any plug- 
ging. According to report, none. of 
the society guest stars are sup- 
posed to, but their appearance is 
alone a wordless plug. 

Remainder of the time consumed 
by some warbling by Barbara 
Maurel, a contralto and a vet on the 
air, and Frank Ventree’s orchestra. 
Pretty snappy 15 minutes, of pri- 
mary interest to the femme listen- 


vertiser wants. 





TRUMPETER 

Edwin C. Hill and Herman Hupfeld 
COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


The smart announcements are an 
unusual feature of this period. An- 
nouncer is uncredited, but does a 
really commendable job. The plug 
isn’t overdone and is. cleverly 
woven in with the talent, such as 


and receded by comparing them 
with trumpet notes. Each number 
is promoted by the manner in which 
the announcer heralds it. 

Herman Rupfeld, songwriter and 
singer, and Edwin C. Hill, veteran 
newspaper man, are the features. 
Hupfeld has a fair tenor voice, His 
best bet on this period was the ren- 
dition of the Larry Hart novelty 
song ‘Manhattan.’ He closed the pe- 
riod with his own composition. 

A large portion of the time is de- 
voted to Hill, who performs the du- 
ties of a newspaperman raconteur. 
Hill deals with some current events, 
such as the Culbertson-Lenz bridge 
contest, Lily Pons’ first appearance 
at the Metropolitan this season, and 
the ping-pong contest at the Algon- 
quin. He also reminisced a bit about 
President Wilson. Hill speaks nicely 
and the subjects he deals with are 
of interest. 

Orchestra, leader unbilled, fills in 
the remainder of the broadcast 
nicely. 





MELLOW CLARIONS 

Louis Katzman Orch., Lew White 
COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 


Use of the organ with the orches- 
tra in these broadcasts strikes a 


Tuesday, January 13, 193% 











HOUSEHOLD FINANCE 


With Don Ameche, Edward Davies, 
Alice Mock, Bernardine Flynn, 
Frank Laird Waller, Bruce 
Kamman 

COMMERCIAL 


WMAQ, Chicago 

Starting its second year of con- 
sistent broadcasts this program has 
touched a novel spot that looks 
likely to develop into something of 
importance. Idea is the merging of 
both musical and dramatic se- 
quences, using different people in 
each department, 
On its first broadcast the theme 
seemed a bit shaky and possibly not 
as potent as might be expected after 
a couple of weeks, At any rate, it 
proved the idea was there and also 
that it admits of further possibili- 
ties, more rapturous anyway than 
the adventure of a barnstorming op- 
eratic troupe. 
Dialog did not particularly appeal 
as lively or entertaining, rather 
seeming to serve as an excuse for 
ringing in the musical interludes. 
Most salient point in favor of this 
program is its circumspect business 
plugs, with no interruptions 
throughout the half hour, excepting 
at the start and finish and that only 


brief. 

Don Ameche and Edward Davies 
divide honors in the speaking and 
singing parts of the baritone re- 
spectively, while Bernardine Flynn 
and Alice Mock do likewise in the 
soprano parts, Miss Mock, former 


diva with the Chicago Civic Opera, 


stood out ahead of Davies, whose 
voice, while robust enough lacks 
color. This was evident in the duets 


and particularly when Miss ‘Mock 
went solo in a few spots. 

Both Miss Flynn and Ameche 
handied the speaking voices of this 
combo well enough to blend the two 
together, without any unreasonable 
lapses. Frank Laird Waller, con- 
ductor of the Milwaukee Symphony 
orchestra, turned out a fine com- 
bination of musical interpretation 
with 24 men behind him. Bruce 
Kamman, producer of the program, 
doubled for him as the eccentric 
German maestro and did a good job. 
Span, 


BILLY PAGE 
Pianolog 
Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


Young pianist in 15-minute after- 
noon pianolog of popular numbers. 
Plays jazz. Noticeable that Page’s 
style and arrangements are similar 
to those of femme instructor, head 
of local music school and a veteran 
WGY broadcaster (name mentioned 
on b. c.). Many runs and impro- 
visations, with pyrotechnics in the 
treble. Some of Page’s arrange- 
ments announced as his own. 

Okay for +s matinee program. 
Might be moved up to an early 
evening hour, with singer of pops 
added. More pep. and informality 
in announcing would help, too. 





PAUL ROBERTS 
with Lyric Trio 

Song and Instrumental 

Sustaining 

KFI, Los Angeles 


Paul Roberts plugs a 15-minute 
wait, with the Lyric Trio backing 
him up, in a ‘Memories’ song cycle, 
resurrecting some old favorites. 

Roberts has one of those slow- 
tempoed tremolo voices which 
strives to be very dramatic and 
sobby, but which filters through the 
mike rather painfully. 

Surprising the control room no 
ketch this before. Abel. 


TEA-TIMERS 





novel musical note, for radio at 
least. Featuring organs with or- 
chestras was common enough in 


jority of the organists, as well as 
orchestras. out of theatre work. But 


for the Brown Shoe Company, spon- 
sors, the first of which was inau- 
gurated last week. 
from Lew White's organ studio. 

Organ chimes in with 
chestra as another instrument but 


the music a pleasantly different 
flavor. For the main part, the organ 
remains in the background but fre- 
quently it comes to the front while 
the orchestra gives it an instru- 
mental shading. It is an effective 
style of instrumental arrangement. 
Vocal harmony included, 

Fast 15-minute period. 


——_—---—____. 


NEHI GIRLS 
COMMERCIAL 
WBRC, Birmingham 


the homes of the South. 


most knee high, hence the 
for 15 minutes is made up of tw: 


voices, a uke and a piano. 


a short time on the air. 

Program caught was well bal 
anced and the selection of number 
showed pretty good taste. All pop 
and about a half dozen. 
advertising fair, with only tw 
blurbs, but the announcer got 
each variety of NeHi, however. 





broadcast has lived ‘1p to its billing. 


a daily. 


theatres before sound threw the ma- 


for radio it’s a new idea musically. 

This is a new series of programs 
Broadcasts are 
the or- 


is much more prominent and gives 


The reason these girls are on the 
air is to put NeHi beverages into 


a soda water put up in bottles al- 


name. 
The program going on at noon daily 


voices have created a following in! older 


Handling | to 


in|imbibing of 


Jerry Macey and Ed. Smalle 
Songs, Talk 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 


Harmony duo who mix a little 
comedy patter with their warbling. 
Harmony is along customary male 
team lines and gets by. Comedy 
patter stands out more than the 
singing. 
devote more time to their comedy 
than currently, on a basis of com- 
parison with their singing. 

This is one of those contest com- 
mercials, offering giveaways. Here 
it’s a pair of tickets to a Broadway 
show for a limerick. Examples of 
limericks are given with the first 
line of the contest limerick given as 
the broadcast closes. Too much 
time devoted to the contest. 


OLD MAN SUNSHINE 
Songs, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WLW, Cincinnati 

Under a billing which 
numerable 
| nationally, 


covers in- 
performers in stations 
Wheatena shoves onto 





NeHi is | the ether thrice weekly at 6 p.m., 


Macey and Smalle could! 











—> 


Inside Stuff—Music 





June, 1930. The registration was 31 
the previous year. 


Dramatic and dramatico-musicals 
1931 showing 5,784 registrations and 


heim. 


talker, was $50,000. 
but turned it down. 


on the beach. That fixed him up. 


look. 
all business lines at present. 


Musical compositions, by which the Copyright office understands ey 
thing but musico-dramatic works, fell off slightly in the year end 


Sherman-Clay has republished ‘I Cried for You’, a 1923 hit. 
has been out of print for several years but the demand is deemed sufe- 
ficiently strong to warrant the re-issue. 

Ditty was the joint effort of Arthur Freed, Abe Lyman and Gus Arne 
Latter was Lyman’s pianist at the time, 


erye. 


in 
,499 pieces, as compared with 32.198 


This was the peak year, the registrations for 1929. 
reaching 27,023, with 26,897, and 25,282 for the two previous years, 


maintained an upward trend with: 
the previous year just 50 less. 





Numbet 





Price asked for the American rights to ‘David Goldner,’ French-made 
Universal had a print of the picture in Hollywooe' 





Weather and indisposition drove Louis Bernstein to Atlantic City for: 
a spell. He happened to hit A. C, at a time when he could loll arouna 


Back in the new and extremely large offices of Shapiro-Bernstein ig 
the Capitol building, Bernstein takes a middle view on the business oute 
That view appears to be shared by a large number of big men in 
It carries more confidence that way. 





Labeled ‘Toyland Band,’ it embraces 
celeste, brass, xylo and bass reeds. 
Takes a pop on each program. 
Windup of interlude is singing of 
‘Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep,” 
followed by a bellowed ‘Good Night, 


Kiddies!’ Soth are Ford Rush 
trade-marks. 
An appealing and entertaining 


child program, not too sacharine in 
sloppy kiddyisms. Kolling. 


Chas. G. SPROSS & Edw. A. RICE 
Piano and Violin 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


Charles Gilbert Spross, composer- 
pianist, and Edward A. Rice, fea- 
tured violinist of WGY’s studio 
staff, combined for 15 minutes of 
classical] music. Program originally 


scheduled for supper hour was 
moved up to the after-luncheon 
period. Consisted of three move- 


ments of Grieg’s Sonata in F major, 
Artists are veteran broadcasters 
over this station, having appeared 
on various programs for half a 
dozen years last past. This par- 
ticular broadcast had its main ap- 
peal td music lovers and students; 
probably did not have much pull for 
the average. 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 


(Continued from page 55) 





been on a weekly grind policy, even 
reverting to continuous performance 
instead of three shows daily. Even 
that didn’t help much, and ‘Five 
Star Final’ looks like the first run in 
weeks, 


G. B. Samuelson dickering to 
make quotas for United Artists and 
likely to put the deal through, 

He was once the ace director of 
this country. Lately he’s been mak- 
ing them in eight days for £4,000. 


Oft Told Tale 


Temple Thurston's light comedy, 
‘Charmeuse,’ produced at the Em- 
bassy theatre Dec. 26, is rather old- 
fashioned in theme and treatment. 
Various versions of the plot have 
been seen innumerable times—that 
of a woman who has had the wrong 
dress delivered to her, wears it, and 
once more becomes attractive to her 
husband, who had grown indifferent. 


And No Assets 


Florence Smithson, the theatrical 
producer, popped up in the bank- 
ruptey courts last week to meet the 
ereditors. Her liabilities were 
around £1,700 and there were no 
assets. 





Both Cathleen Nesbitt, stage ac- 
tress, and Belle Chrystal, talker 
player, went down sick when mak- 
ing the same film, ‘Case of the 
Frightened Lady,’ Edgar Wallace 
story, now being cranked by his 
i} company, British Lion. 

Production was hit as a result. 

Films at Embassy 

There is talk of the Embassy once 
more becoming a picture house, if 
the lease held by Reanco is not re- 
newed. Reanco, a corporation which 
controls St. Martin's, has been pre- 
senting new plays with a more or 
permanent stock company at 


less 





for 15 minutes, by Ford Rush, for- 


radio smash team in these parts 
»} Rush's stuff is aimed at children, 
The! but is musically intriguing to an 
ear, considering what other 
local broadcasters are doing at that 
-| time, 
s Sings, mostly supposed requests, 
s|in a sweet baritone and ad libs! 


juves, conjuring parental obe- 
o} dience and care of health to include 
Wheatena. Product 


well sold but away 


+obviously, is 


Period rates favorably as it now} from mechanical dinning. 
stands with anything in town doing | 


Rush's musical 


accomnpaniment 
is unusual in 


instrumentation 


mer half of Ford and Glenn, pioneer | 


the Embassy for several seasons ia 
the hope of striking material suit- 
lable for the West End. They have 
| been successful on one or two occa- 
but the venture is not finan- 
successful. 


sions, 
; 4 ially 
‘Lovely Lady,’ from the German, is 
|} the next musical show to be pro- 
|}duced by Edward Lauvillard. Goes 
to the Phoenix after run of ‘Cou- 
jsel's Opinion.’ Show was. origi- 
‘nally acquired by Charles Cochran, 
|in eonjunction with Daniel Maye: 
io. some five years ago. Polls 
| Walker, who came over to play for 
Joe Sachs in ‘Smiles,’ which 
'materialized, is already engaged. 


a 


Kabarett Der Komiker 


Berlin, Dec. 27. 

For Xmas the Kabarett der Komle 
ker has fetched Albert Prejean from 
Paris, who sings the songs he did in 
pictures. It’s a special holiday show 
here, with Prejean favorably ree 
ceived. Hermann Krehan had are 
ranged nice scenery on the turning 
stage. 

Paul Nikolaus, conferencier, not 
only introduces the various numbers 
but comments politically for laughs, 
Willy Rosen sings his own composi- 
tions. Latter is a standing figure at 
this nite club. Florence Forman and 
Erika Renal dance and the two Ar- 
nims are acrobats. The Four Queens 
(Americans) do well with their step- 
ping. Lotte Werkmeister and Hugo« 
Fischer-Koppe offer a comedy 
sketch and a satiric playlet, with 
Otto Waalburg, closes the perform- 
ance. 

It all makes an excellent program, 
and attendance is solid. Magnus. 





Tremaine’s Cleveland Date 
Paul Tremaine’s orchestra, cure 
rently on a one night barnstorming 
tour, booked for the week of Jan, 
30 into the Greystone Ballroom, 
Cleveland, 
Band is under CBS contract. 





Importing Fuzzy 
San Francisco, Jan. 11. 


Tom Gerun and Frank Martinelll 
are importing Fuzzy Knight from 
the east for four weeks at the Bal 
Tabarin cafe here. 


Yanks Barred 








(Continued from Page 55) 


land has no objection to imported 
acts is not being proven. 

Associations are considering chale 
lenging the Ministry's ruling in the 
McLeod matter and appealing to 
Parliament, and even the King if 
necessary. Claim will be made such 
barrings as have been going on in 
the past few weeks are killing the 
amusement industry, and as taX- 
payers the agents and managers 419 
entitled to a thorough understand- 
ing of the unwarrantable stringency. 

Both associations are cognizant 
that some alien acts have been told 
to leave on personal grounds, but 
claim the situation is becoming seri- 
ous and they are entitled to know 
the whys and wherefores. 


No Reasons 


Four Harmony Kings have been 
appearing here consistently for tive 
years with some breaks by Conti- 
nental tours. Their final labor per- 
mits expired Tuesday (5). Ministry 
informed the colored actors that 
they would not be allowed to exteid 
even as far as to finish the current 
week's engagement. 

Ministry never gives reasons for 
its final decision. It is understood 
it feels the four men overstayed 
their usefulness on this side and 
have now reached the stage where 
they are getting work which should 
go to Britishers. 

Position now is 
and their agents 
affidavit they will settle their af- 
fairs within three weeks and then 
sail, but they must not work in the 
interim. Act may go to the Conti- 
nent and later apply for permissiou 
to return, 

Other American acts barred out v} 


that the actors 


have signed “n 





never | 


England in the past few weeks .ne- 
clude Ross and Sargent and Wrisat 


{ 
} and Marion. 
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Production Writers 
Own Distinction with Publishers 


+ 





A tew of the songwriters and pub- 


lishers are holding tea sociables in 


an attempt to iron out the song- 
writer- publisher contract fracas 
These soirees are the idea of Sig 
mund Romberg and are held at 
Romberg’s home. To date, the 
writers and publishers have had 
about two such tea gulping meet 
ings attended by abcut five pub 


lishers and five songwriters. 


According to report, Romberg 


and other writers of production 


musie desire to set up a distinction 
between pop writers and produc. 
tion writers’ contracts. It is said 
that the production writers do not 
favor the basic minimum contract 
which the Songwriters’ Protective 
Association 
lishers. If the 
is foreed, the 
may withdraw 
the report. 

Whether or not 
ciables at the home of 
held for the purpose of discussing 
the production writers’ attitude or 
the general conflict between pub- 
lishers and writers, is not known 
The meetings are unofficia), as far 
as either side is concerned. 

The songwriters and the publish- 
ers believe they can beiter 
the current difficulties between both 


presented to the pub- 


controversial issue 
production writers 


from the S. P. A., is 


little 
Romberg are 


these s0- 


discus= 


factions over a samovar of | tea 
than by hurling written pro- 


posals and counter-proposals at one 
another. 

From reports the songwriters and 
the publishers have had a pleasant 
time at these soirees, with no fights 
—yet. 


VICTOR’S 107, TILT TO 
DISC SALES VIA AIR 


Through plugging its latest week- 
about 
that 


ly releases on the air, started 


four weeks ago, Victor claims 


it has increased its sales 10%. 

Victor is currently using 200 
stations weekly. It does this in a 
tie-up with the local dealer. Dealer 
and Victor share 50% of the time 


costs, with Victor supplying the 
weekly radio disc to the dealer 
gratis. This disc contains ex- 


ecerpts from the latest dise releases 
of Victor, giving the name and ad- 
dress of the local dealer. 

After the weekly broadcast, the 
dealer is permitted to keep the disc 
for demonstration purposes, 





Leader Wants Royalty 
orchestra 
has started 


Cummings, 
and songwriter, 


Bernie 
leader 


action against Charles Miller Music 
for an accounting on a song titled 
‘They Cut Down the Old Pine! 
Tree,’ 


Band leader 
mans first published 
Charles Miller later 
Since Miller took the tune over 
claims Cummings, he has not re- 
ceived a royalty payment or state- 
ment, 


alleges Vineent You- 
the song and 
took it over 





Leading Orchestras | 


+ 


| Je JOSEF ¢ CHERNIAVSKY | 


And His SYMPHO SYNCOPATORS 


Incorporatea 
20 sensational weeks at Hotel 





a] | 


Just finished 


Gibson and WLW. Cincinnati, Ohio 
Now En Route Ohio 
Theatres ano Ballrooms 
Fer Open Time Address 
40! Palace Theatre — mee Cincinnati 


JACK C CRAWFORD 


“THE © cL “OWN PRINCE OF “JAZZ” 
and His ORCHESTRA 
NOW PLAYING 
Warner Bros. Station KFWB 
Hollywood, Calif. 


Direction—Measie Corp. of Amer. 


| TED LEWIS — 


JAN. 9, PARADISE, CHICAGO 
Exciusive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Personal Repre-entative 

H HAROLD GUM™M 
1540 Broadway New York 








, choose a successor 





Prefer Ther 





CHANGE OF COURT ASKED | 


Photophone Wants to Remove Boot- | 
leg Seat Case to Federal Court 


WB Got Excited 





Warner received a niysteri- 
offer by phone from an 
attorney who stated his clien. 
wanted to buy all the Warner 
publishers, Attorney wouldn't 
disclose the name of his client 
or whether he is at present in 


ous 





the music business. 
Warners at first thought it 
geht have a bewildered mil- 

lionaire who wanted sink 

ew millions in the publishins 


Later it found out 


siness, 


offer was ae shoestrin: 
proposition and after a little 
excitement laughed or cried the 
-hoele thing off. 








RCA Paetechens, sued by John 
| Paine for the bootleg seat tax, made |! 
a motion in the New York Supreme 
Court to transfer the case to the | 
federal court. Photophone is a Del- 
iware corporation. 

ERPI, likewise sued by John 
| Paine, filed an answer to Paine’s 
claims and last week made a mo- 


tion to amend its answer. Decision | 
on the motion to amend is expected | 
to come down daily. | 
Francis Gilbert, Paine’s attorney, 
names about $800,000 due from RCA 
on the bootleg seat tax and about 
$400,000 due from ERPI on the 
grounds. 
During the year 1931, 
eollected $300,000 
and $50,000 from RCA, 


SAM FOX-ERPI SUIT 
ENDS—DISTRIBUTION | 


Same 
the publish- 
from ERP} 


ers 


Sam Fox Music suit against John | 
Paine, M. P. P. A. music publishers, } 
and ERPI has been settled. ERPI 
money for 1931 which Paine has 
been holding pending the outcome 
of the suit, amounting to $300,000, 
will be distributed this week Due 
to the Fox suit, the disbursement 
was delayed three months, 

Fox sued for 5¢@% of the ERP! 
money and also to oust Paine as 
agent and trustee for the publishers. 
He withdrew his suit upon the pub- 
lishers consenting to settle witn. 
Fox for 32%%. This settlement 
proposal was made by Fox and 
Paine to all involved publishers. 

Through agreeing to throw out 
1714,% of his claim, Fox will receive 
about $25,000 less than demanded 
in his suit, about $120,000 net. 

Remainder of the money will be | 
disbursed according to the point} 
system, 

j 
} 








$$$ 


Am. Society Will ‘Consider’ 
Robbins’ Demotion Kick 


Robbins Music was informed by 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers that its pro- 
test over being demoted from Class 
A to Class D will be considered. 

Means the matter will probably 
be taken up by the classification 
committee of the American Society 
at its next meeting. 

Robbins hasn’t yet been informed 
by the American Society why it was 
re-classified. 


No Successor to J. C. Yet 











} 


Society is at loss to | 
to the late J. C. 
has no one in 


American 


Rosenthal. 
mind as yet. 

A two-thirds vote of the Society's 
Board is necessary to elect a new 
general manager. 


Society 





Harrison Suing Davis 


Charles Harrison, Chicago pub- 
lisher and songwriter, recently in 
the New York office of former Red 
Star Musie, is suing Joe Davis Mu- 
sic for an accounting on ‘I’m |} 

Drifting Back to Dream Land.’ 
Harrison claims he wrote the tune 
;1 June, 1930, and that Davis pub- 
lished it shortly after. He Greene 
that he never received an account- } 
ing or statement from Davis. } 
| 





Abeles & Green representing Har- 
the action. 


Girl Suing S-B | 
filed a $75, 
in California | 


rison in 





Pelunis has 
suit 
Bernstein, She} 


Dorothy 
000 infringement 





against Shapiro - 
charges the melody of S-B’s ‘Thrill 
Me’ was lifted from a song she} 
wrote in 1923 titled ‘Mojave.’ | 
‘Thrill Me’ was written by Sam- 
my Watkins, orchestra leader, an¢| 
Morey Davidson. | 
(ee Davidson, leader at the Pal-| 
ace, Columbus, O., to Chicago for pit 
| directorship at the Palace theatre 


lial Saunders, of Cincinnati, re 


places in Columbus 





i to the 
| mediately after 


League, 


i pelled last July. 


| ment of Harms is now 


| consolidate, 


Wel. League’s Expelled 
Members Appeal Against 
802, Making Charges 


All signs point toward an open 
al rift between the Welfare 
League of Local 802, New York, of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians and the Board of Governors 
of $02 if the board continues to ex- 


pel members of the Welfare League 

The nine members of the Welfare 
league, two of whom were 
board, who were expelled im- 
the election 
three weeks have ap- 
nealed their ease to Joe Weber. 
They were fined $200 or $300 each. 

The two members of the board 
expelled by Ed. Canavan, chairman 
of the governing board and an ap- 
pointee of Joe Weber, are Richard 
McCann and William Earl Rich- 
ards. 

When these members of 802, who 
in sympathy with the Welfare 
were elected to office by a 
majority of three votes to one, they 
immediately expelled by Cana- 
The new board started func- 
tioning last week. 30th expelled 
members appealed to Weber and 
were given a stay pending final de- 
cision by the national officers. 
Among the other seven members 
who were expelled are Jack Stein, 
Lewis Del Negro and Harry Cohen, 


elected 


last 


about ago, 


are 


were 
van, 


| known to be active members of the 


Welfare League. Many of these 
nine members were previously ex- 
At that time they 
appealed to the national board, 
which remanded the case to the 802 
board, where Arthur Garfield Hays 
represented the defendants. They 
were permitted to continue as mem- 
bers of the loca) until the last elec- 
tion, 


Johnson’s Yachting Cruise 


San Francisco, Jan. 11. 


Carrying marine and double scene 
cameras, Eldridge Johnson sailed 
from here on his lavishly equipped 
yacht for an extensive trip through 
Easter Islands. Eldridge is former 
of Victor Talking Machine Co. 
| He is accompanied by group of na- 
| tionally known explorers. 





pres, 





Indefinite Delay for Radio's New 


Terms for Music Use; Only $100,000 


More from Air 








in 31 Than in 30 


+ drinaniidedillaincertattinenti 
Columbo Incorporated; | Music industry's 1 i@ from 
‘ radio for the year 1931 was but 
Tries Disincorporation | | 
00,000 more than for 1930, despite 
Hiollvwor J _ . 
Russ Columbo and NBC officials [ee ee ee po 
re ‘ oT t lack Go adio during the past yea It is es- 
‘ timated that in 1931 the American 
OO} Cor = iety collected less th: $1,000,000 
act, made before Colombo went om radio In 1930, the Society 
Ast, cut = Gordean and Con grossed about $880,000 fron radio. 
Conrad, who were together in the | phe new radio rates, supposed to 
Conrad Musik Corp., for a_ third be presented to radio by Feb. 1. 
each in return for financing the trip next, will be delaved still longer, 
east and promoting the singer. An | according to report. It is said the 
adjustment has been made on Con- | radio committee, appointed many 
rad’s third in the east, with a neW | months ago to determine a new 
deal substituted | manner of radio taxation for music 
Gordean made a quick trip to/]and one that will greatly increase 
New York several months ago to] its income from radio, will not be 
make ; ettlement on his contract,| ready with its report by Feb. 1. 
but oul t ‘ ‘ with | They have not yet determined upon 
Colut or a t time any set plan of licensing increas¢ 


ALL BUT ONE RADIO 
PUBLISHER NOW INDIE 


Dissolution of Radio Music 
consummated last week with all but 
one of its former publishers now 
independent. Exception is 


Coots & Engel, which will continue 
as heretofore with its NBC con- 
nection. 

Feist and Fischer returned to 
their original owners last week. 
tadio Music held 51% of the stock 
in Feist and Fischer. Both com- 
panies have been NBC subsidiaries 
for nearly two years. 

Contrary to belief, Radio Music 
does not hold 83%% of Davis, Coots 


& Engel, but only its original 
of 51%. The 33% whi 
and Davis held was 
back into the treasury of 
Coots & Engel and not 
or secured by Radio Music, as 
previously reported. 

With Cocts and Davis out, 
Engel, gen. mer. of the firm, 
open door for material. 


jenny 


Coots and Davis. It was in 
of releasing both 
their 


they 


contracts with the firm 
turned their stock back. 





$6,000 bee No Notes 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 
Clair Cljairbert wants $6,000 for 
six nights of opera she didn't warble 


last fall Suit is brought by her 
manager, Charles L. Wagner, 
against the Los Angeles and San 
Francisco opera associations and 


Gaetano Merola 
Charge is the 


individually. 
singer was optioned 


in 1930 for six performances in 
September and October, 1931, but 
that the deal was repudiated last 


vear, 





WB Publishers Doubling Up on Office 
Space for $3, 000 Saving and Letouts 


Believing its publishing 
are too diversified, Warner 
week start a big cut in overhead 
by moving the Remick offices into 
the Witmark offices and shifting the 


professional offices of Harms into 

the spot vacated by Remick. 
Remick is now located on _ the 
floor as Witmark in the Holly- 


New York, but sepa- 
Professional depart- 
in the Strand 
Remick moves 


wood building, 
offices. 


Pate 


theatre 


building, 


jinto the Witmark offices this week, 
and the pro dept. of Harms into 
the former Remick offices about the 


first of February. 

This dcesn’t mean that the cata- 
logs of Remick and Witmark will 
Both will continue in- 
dividually, but only a skeleton of 
the Remick personnel will be re- 
Remick now employs about 
35 in its pro, dept. All but about 
10 will be dismissed this week. 

All but three out of town repre- 
tatives of Remick will also be 
out. Those remaining the reps 
Angeles, Chicago 
elphia, 

Buddy Morris will take 


tained, 


S17) 
are 
[.os 


over ac- 


offices , 
will this | log as 





and Phila- | 


where 


of the Remick 
Witmarks. Joe 
Remick, holds a 
Warner 
Remick 


tive operation cata- 
Keit, 
three- 
and will 


may not 


well as 
president of 
year contract with 
continue with 
be active, 

The professional 
Witmark, as well as the 
the Remick organization 
the songs of both « 

Warner experts to 
$3,000 weekly in overhead, a 
servative estimate which 
the rental of the offices now occu 
pied by the pro. dept. of Harme 
and the salaries of those employees 
dismissed, 

There’s no consolidation of 
logs of the Warner 


but 


skeleton of 
will handle 
atalogs for plugs 
about 
con- 
includes 


Save 


publishers, 


Drama’s Theme Song 
Holly 
Return to a theme 


talker 


wood, Jan. 11, 

song idea fora 
will he carried at I} 
Max 


number for 


out Radio 
Steiner is to 


Symphony of Six Mil 


ition’. 


Picture is sti drama. 


Liggiae 


was 


Davis, 


buy 
*h Fred Coots 
turned 
Da vis. 
purchased 
was 


Harry 
is now 
Previously 
the firm was limited to th® songs of 
lieu 
songwriters from 
that 


department of 


cata- 


write a} 


according to report. The committee 


|} appointed by the Society to fix the 
i; new rates holds Ed. Pitner, Saul 
| Bornstein, G. Schirmer, Bobby 


Crawford, Speaks and Joe 


Young, 


Oley 


90-Day Cancellation 

Currently all expiring contracts 
with radio stations, the majority of 
which end Feb. 1, are still being 
renewed on the old terms but with 
90-day cancellation clauses. From 
the present outlook it will be a 
good many more months before the 
American Society is ready with any 
set precedure to raise its radio rev- 
enue, 

Meanwhile publishers and song- 
writers are fuming at the meagre 
income from radio. They consider 
themselves simply a huge feeder 
for radio which quickly consumes 
all the music industry has to give 
and demands more, without the 
publishers or writers profiting from 
this added demand. 


CUBAN UNION WANTS TO 
DEPORT YANKEE ORCH 


Havana, Jan. 6. 

Fernando Anckerman, presicent 
of local musicians’ union, accome 
panied by lawyers, notary publie, 
witnesses and policemen, went to 
the Nacional Casino on New Year's 
Eve and signed affidavits to effect 
that the Jerry Freedman orchestra 
was playing against the immigra- 
tion laws. 

Dr. Palma, foremost Cuban law- 
yer, is in charge of the prosecution, 
and aims to have the orchestra de- 
ported and the local union paid 
$1,000 for each man in the Freed- 
man orchestra. 


Switches 


Eddie Wolpin yesterday (11) 
switched from the radio depart- 
ment of Robbins Music to Witmark. 
Wolpin is assistant to Bob Miller in 
the radio department. 

Bill Parker on the same day 
moved over to Robbins from Fa- 
mous Music, replacing Wolpin with 
Robbins. 

Meyer Rappaport was added to 
the Witmark staff last week, in the 
harmony department. 

















MILLS’ PRO. MGR. 


Al J. Neiburg, a songwriter, !s 
now professional manager for Mills 
Music, 

Neiburg was formerly 
ster, 
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Ross Wyse, Jr., three-act, joined 
the ‘Fine Feathers’ Idea for Fan- 
chon & Marco at Milwaukee (8). 
Will complete the route east under 
a 36-week contract at a salary un- 
derstood to be $750. 





Harry Buchanan replaced Jack 
Martin as stage manager at the 
Howard, southside dramatic stock 
spot. . Martin taking his own stock 
troupe to La Crosse, Wis. 


Jack Marcus has joined the 
‘House Beautiful’ cast at the Selwyn 
here. Jack Marvin now with the 
Woodward Players at Kansas City. 
Virginia Stevens, ingenue, placed 
with the Charles Berkell Players at 
Keith's in Indianapolis. 


North Center, Essaness spot, re- 
turns to vaude this week. Will play 
six acts of vaude, one show at night 
regularly and two on the holidays. 


‘Platinum Blondes.’ girl band, moves 


from the Embass 
Embassy will use 
for shows on Satu 


Booked out of the 


office. 


Matt Kolb now 
State-Congress, 
house, 


y to the Center. 
five acts of vaude 
rday and Sunday. 
Sam Herman 


producer at the 
stock burlesque 


but they all click with the excep- 
tion of the dog number. The Lon- 
don Trafalgar Square skit scored 
for a punch finale. 

The other act that surprised in 
the playing was Sid Marion and 
Marie Du Val. This one tied the 
show up and had to give two en 
cores. Du Val surprises in that she 
has a voice that is unusual in a 
person used to play straight and as 
a looker. With a nice pleasant 
voice and a strong pair of pipes 
she got over. Marion clicked espe- 
cially with his Jewish version of 
the ‘Peanut Vendor.’ Although 
plenty of his material is old, it all 
got across. 

Lew Pollack also landed. Song 
writers in person have always been 
received here, this one no excep- 
tion. His getting across was due 
also to the supporting company. A 
youngster that stood out especially 
was Bobby of the Mary and Bobby 


Eskel Gifford dramatic stock com- 
pany closed last week at the Rose- 
land-State, southside picture spot. 


Avalon, Plattsville, Wis., starts 
Sunday vaude this week, playing 
five acts from the Zemater desk. 


Fair agents in town scrammed to 
Minneapolis this week to attend the 
Minnesota State Fair Ass’n meet. 


Illinois State Fair Ass’n conven- 
tion to be held here at the Bismarck 
hotel on Feb. 14-15. 





Paramount, Newark 


(Continued from page 41) 
various musical instruments. He 
closes with a burlesque of a per- 
formance at the Metropolitan, get- 
ting both the orch and the singers 
in. Welch uses enough comedy to 
spice things without hurting his 
work. 

Boyle and Della are three men. 
One straight starts singing and is 
interrupted by another who comes 
in with a ladder and climbing it 
starts pounding. So far all is ortho- 
dox, but they quarrel a bit and the 
comic spills Italian over the place 
and a third enters carrying guitars 
and banjoes. He acts the stooge at 
first and more Italian and garbled 
English flies about. Erstwhile 
stooge plays the banjo and then 
all three strum, closing with a 
dance. Whether many Italians were 
present, or whether it’s just plain 
hilarious, the house was convulsed. 

‘Harlem Scandals’ opens’ with 
pictures on the screen suggesting 
Negro life. There flows a view of 
a cotton field with the ten girls of 
the chorus in plantation clothes 
which they soon drop for weird cos- 
tumes with one bare leg. A band of 
12 furnishes hot music and three 
men join with the girls at a fast 
pace. Two comedians, taking their 
time, get plenty of laughs and a 
girl sings straight. The girls in dif- 
ferent clothes run through a long 
routine and four men together and 
individually do some speedy and 
tricky steps. The band plays a 
number, the leader sings and a girl 
in tights is on for a short, saucy 
bit. A camp-meeting is burlesqued 
by three girls and two men. The 
girls dance again as savages. The 
four dancing men return in close 
formation in unison and then indi- 
vidually and they click. Once more 
the girls dance and every one gets 
on for the finale. With 32 in the 
company, it is the largest act to 
play this house under the present 
policy. 

A Par newsreel and 
Holiday’ (Par) conclude, with a 


‘Husband's 


acts of Willie Berger-booked RKO 
vaude on split week. Band works 
on the stage only, with stage show 
running generally from 45 minutes 
to an hour. 

Holiywood has had Its troubles as 
well as any other. 3ut they still 
get a picture here and a stage show 
that compares with anything locally 
for entertainment. Although there 
is a better vaude bill at the Down- 
town, the m. c. and stage band here 
partly make up for any talent de- 
ficiencies. This house is one of the 
few still using band numbers. This 
week it is so good that it closes the 
show. Especially inasmuch as other 
spots seem to be all washed up as 
stage entertanment. It is, after all, 
a matter of treatment. 

This week the talent is such as to 
make it impractical to close with 
any of the acts. May Joyce, singer, 
is attractive with a nice enough 
voice, but still short of closing-spot 
dimensions. The main trouble with 
this show is the special weakness of 
one act which opens. As a result, 
the third act, which should open, is 
switched to the next-to-closing and 
leaving the closing up to the band 
number. It sounds like how not to 
routine a show, but because of the 
good band number works out okay. 

Opening act is Flip and Flapper, 
evidently father and daughter. On 
a strong four- or five-act bill they 
might deuce it, but much too frail 
as spotted here. They work hard 
enough, but it misses. May Joyce 
on second and looking well with a 
voice for a nice hand and curtain 
call with a gag bend with Loughton. 
The closing act, ‘Little Pippifax,’ 
does okay but sadly misses a punch 
finale. Working nicely for a few 
laughs and comedy tumbling, they 
are a logical show opener and with 








a punch might play anywhere. As 
used here on third the weakness is 
very apparent. 

Following the three acts the band 
number closing ran 10 minutes and 
was long enough to warm up the 
audience. Using a hoke routine for 
‘Moan You Moaners,’ Loughton 
dressed up as a colored preacher, 





number by the orchestra, Good 
house despite steady rain. Austin. 


Hollywood, Detroit 


Detroit, Jan. 9. 


House continued much as before 
with Eddie Loughton well into his 
second year here. Still plays three 
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with the band as the congregation. 
One reason for the popularity of 
this band and success in its num- 
bers is that the boys give the im- 
pression of enjoying working. Audi- 
ences like to share in the enjoyment 


of the acts. Being called on by 
Loughton for responses the boys 
play their various’ instruments. 


With some good hoky comedy mixed 
in, the result is good for a good 
closing act reaction. One reason 
why the band numbers here are 
above the average is that the men 
in the band all have a share in 
building things up. Each contrib- 
utes a thought and shares in put- 
ting together the act. Lee. 





Downtown, Detroit 


Detroit, Jan. 9. 

Third week of the new vaude- 
picture policy and holding up okay. 
The brokers appeared to have 
cheated a little on this one, but 
it doesn’t matter much as the pic- 
ture ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U) is 
expected to draw. Although the 
vaude looks weak on paper it plays 
okay and will not disappoint the 
customers, 

Show consists of five acts with 
Daphne Pollard marking her return 
to vaude after a term In pictures. 
She surprised both in reception and 
playing. Pictures made her well 
enough known. She does the same 
numbers she used when last seen 





















tInsSTIiTUTION 


HZ. WEEE EERE 
shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP— 1552 BROADWAY 





INTERNATIONALS 


team, 
were okay. The 
teamed up with 
business, 


well. The 
ticeably good. 


ly valuable. 


Geraldine and Joe playing second 


girl worked the 


Michigan here not long ago and got 
across nicely there, where she only 
did a couple of 


numbers. Here 
a boy acrobatic 


dancer who does some phenomenal 
she stood out especially 
apache dance was 


no- 


Opening act is Iazeed Arabs. Just 
an opening act, but okay at that. 

Orchestra with Del Delbridge fills 
in nicely. Smart move to get Del to 
wave the stick. This boy has plenty 
of friends locally and he can foii 
for an act with the best. His seven 
year m. c. work here being especial- 


Lee. 





Frank Hopkinson 

Sunkist Fns 
OAKLAND 

Paramount (13-19) 

‘Cherry EPlossom’ 

Frank Gaby 

Eno Tr 

Dorothea 

Jue Fong 

Sunkist Ens 

PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (15) 

‘Vacation Days’ 

Zelda Santley 

3 Jacks & Queen 

Wilmot & Peters 

Kirk & Lawrence 

Kathleen Kay 

Sunkist Ens 

PHOENIX 


Fox 

ist half (16-18) 
‘5 Races’ 
Frank Jenks 
Barr & Davis 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Adams Sis 
Chief Clear Sky 

PORTLAND 
Paramount (14-20) 
‘Around World’ 
H & F Usher 
Al Nord & Jeanie 
Tex Morrissey Co 
Phyllis Du Barry 
Globe Trotters 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (13-20) 
‘Chains’ 
Paul-N Ghezazli 
Dell O'Dell 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Fox (13-19) 
‘Limehouse Nights’ 
Val & E Stanton 
Wing Wah Tr 
Armando & Lita 
Don Carroll 
International Rev 
Sunkist Ens 

SAN JOSE 


‘Once Upon a Time’ 
Ray, Ellis, La Rue 
D & H Blossom 
Keith Wilbur 
Franklin Record 
Sunkist Ens 
SEATTLE 
Sth Ave. (14-20) 
‘Carmenesque’ 
O'Gorman Bros 
Rose Valyda 
Ray Sax 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Anita Lou 
Sunkist Ens 
SHR’VEPORT, LA. 
rand 


St 
Ist half (14-16) 
‘Rhapsody in R'm’ 
Betty Fraser 
Anthony & Rogers 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 42) 





Johnny Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
Sunkist Ens 
SP’GFIELD, MASS. 
Fox Poli (15) 
‘Black & White’ 
G D Washington 
Clifton & Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie LeFlohic 
Marie A Head 
Sunkist Ens 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (15) 
‘Co-Eds’ 
Griffith & Weston 
Busse & Case 
Dyer Co 
Robbins 3 
Jack Frost 
Accordion 6 
SPOKANE 
Fox (15-17) 
‘Slavique’ 
Sam Hearn 
4 Clovers 
Brock & Thompson 
Patsy Marr 
Laurel & Ted 
La Vonne Sweet 
§ Adagio Trios 
TOLEDO 
Paramount (15) 
‘La Plaza’ 
Les Gellis 
Brancel & Pals 
Chiquita 
Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Fernandez 
Lucinda & Ricardo 
Eduardo Delgado 
Agustin Palafox 
Estelita 
Spanish Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (15) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtl’s Wond'tes 
Novelty Clinton 
Barbarina Co 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOUVER 
Strand (14-20) 
‘Swiss Movements’ 
Amer’s Lucky Boys 
Bill Dooley 
Frances Lee 
Bert Prival 
Sunkist Ens 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (15) 
‘On Parade’ 
Natacha Nattova 
4 Flushers 
Paul Sydell 
Joe Rose 
Sunkist Ens 
WORCESTER 
Palace (15) 
‘Cozy Corner’ 
Ruth Roland 
A & S LaMonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 





Frank Rogers 





WARNER 





NEW YORK CITY 
Beacon (10) 
Hy Santry Orch 
(Others to filly 
BAYONNE 
De Witt (10) 
Laddie Lamont 
Kennally & Mack 
Florrie LaVere 
Morris & Evans 
Wally Sharples 
CHESTER, PA. 
Stanley (14) 
Andre Duval 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Two to fill) 
(7) 
Paul Nolan 
Frankie Heath 
Chas McNally Co 
Huber 
CHICAGO 
Stratford 
2d half (13-16) 
P Remos & Midgets 
Watts & Hawley 
Bern'’do De Pace Co 
Summers & Hunt 
Paul Yocan & Co 
ELIZABETH 
Ritz 
Ist half (17-20) 
Gautier's Toy Shop 
Nell Kelly 
Bob Murphy 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (21-23%) 
Harry Langdon 





(Others to fill) 





2d half (14-16) 
Edison & Louise 
Melino & Martha 
J & K Spangler 
Baby Rosemarie 
3 Aces & a Queen 

ELMIRA 

Keeney (14) 
Jimmy Lyons 
(Two to fill) 


(7) 
Kay Hamlin & K 
3 McCann Sis 
Colby & Murray Rv 
TRIE 
Warner 
Ist half (18-21) 
Melva Sis 
Jimmy Lyons 
Harmon & Sans 
Frank Radcliffe 
Deterregos 
2a half (22-24) 
Jack Lavier 
2d half (14-16) 
3 White Flashes 
Kane & Ellis 
Chris Charlton 
Bob La Salle 
Joe Niemeyer Co 
HOBOKEN 
Fabian 
ist half (17-20) 
Harry Langdon 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (21-23) 
(To fill) 
2d half (14-16) 
Ace King & Queen 





Marks & Ethel 
Vanessi 
Bayes & Speck 
Gautier's Shop 
JAMAICA, N. ¥. 

Alden (17) 
(To fill) 

(10) 


Fine Feathers 
Sibylla Bowan 
Chamberlain & H 
Lewis & Dody 
Nat Haines 
JAMEST’WN, N.Y. 

Palace (14) 
Melva Sis 
Harmon & Sans 
DeTerregos 
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4 Robeys 
Saul Brilliant 
White & Manning 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (15) 
Louis Armstrong O 
(Others to fill) 
(8) 
8 French Misses 
Calvert Irving & H 
Ray & Harrison 
Mel Klee 
Blue Girls 
LANCASTER, PA. 
Capitol (14) 
Frankie Heath 
Millard & Marlin 
4 Robeys 
(One to fill) 
7) 


Dotson 

Angus & Searle 

Bob Robison 

Muriel Kay Co 

L’WR’NCE, MASS. 
Warner (7) 

Rogers & Wynn 

Smith Strong & L 

Chamberlin & H 

7 Davillas 

McKEESP’RT, PA. 
Memorial (13) 

Fiochi Tr 

(Two to fill) 


(6) 
Bobby Rollins 
Pat Daly 
Holt & Torre 
MIDDLET’WN, CT. 
Capitol (7) 
Basil Lewis Co 
6 Am Belfords 
MILWAUKEE 
Warner (8) 
Chinese Kiddie Rev 
Boyd Senter 
Morris & Campbell 
Leon Navara 
5 De Cardos 
MONTCLAIR, N. J. 
Montclair (7) 
Dalton & Eppers 
Lange & Harper 
Irene Giersdorf 
Edith Clifford 
NEWARK 
Mosque (15) 
Freda & Palace 
Galla-Rini & Sis 
Doc Baker 
Bobby Pinkus 
(Three to fill) 
(8) 


Agemos 

20th Century Rev 

O’Brien & Hewitt 

Brown & Cook 

J Randell Co 

Collins & Peterson 

Larson McN & W 
NEW BRITIAN 

Strand (14) 
Chamberlain & H 
(Three to fill) 


(7) 

S S Malarie 
NEW HAVEN 
Roger Sherman 

(15) 

Lang & Haley 

Serge Flash 

Earle LaVere 

Mel Klee 

Ward Co 

(Three to fill) 

8) 


Demnati 
Jean Carr 
Bob Albright 
Galla-Rini & Sis 
Maddox & Mack 
Whiteside A & B 
Vie Oliver 
Monroe & Grant 
NEW LONDON 
Garde (7) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Jerome & Ryan 
Jack Herbert Co 
Cliff Crane 
Chanofft Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (16) 
Wally Vernon 
Gruber's Co 
Pall Mall 


Harleq’n: 





Harry J Conley 
Marion Sunshine 
Porcelain _— 


Geo McKay 
Primrose Semon 
Boby Murphy 
Beehee & Rubyette 


Mastbaum (15) 
— A 


Glenn & Jenkins 
Duke Ellington 
Robert Chisholm 
Leonard Stillman 
Cecila Davis 


PITTSBURGH 
Enright 
1st half (18-19) 
Lew Pollack 
Joe Penner 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (20-22) 
Bernice Claire 
White & Manning 
(Three ta fill) 
2d half (13-15) 
Chester Earl 
Al Abbott 
Betty Cooper 
Christy & Nelson 
Picard’s Co 
Harris (16) 
Pat Daly Co 
Holt & Torree 
Andre Duval 
(Two to fill) 
9) 


( 

Melva Sis 
Nice Florio & I 
Nate Busby Co 
Jimmy Lyons 
Crockett’s Mts 

Stanley (15) 
Block & Sully 
3 Sailors 
Casa & Lehn 
Danny Dare Girls 


Joe Penner 
James Dunn 
Vera Marsh 
Condos Bros 
Tiffany 2 
Danny Dare Girls 
READING 
Astor 
ist half (156-18) 
Roff & Ruffilans 
Murray & Allan 
Jos B Stanley 
Roscoe Ails Orch 
2a half (19-21) 
Keo Taki & Y 
(Others to fill) 
8 


Marcus Sis & C B's 
W'rthy & Thomps’n 
Edwards & Sanford 
Harry Cantor 
Earle Lavere 
Upham Sidare Rev 
SHARON, PA, 
Columbia (16) 
Melva Sis 
Frank Radcliffe 
(9) 


Harrison Circus 
Bobby Rollins 
Christy & Nelson 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (16) 
Marcus Sis & C Bros 
Bayes & Speck 
Britt Wood 
Duke Ellington 


9) 
Lewis & Altee Rev 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Hy Bergman Co 
Cass Mack & O 
WATERBURY 
Strand (8) 
Dalton & Eppers 
Mason & Gales 
Hurst & Vogt 
Geol Hunter 
Georgia Hayes Co 
Green & Forte 
Honey Tr 
WHEELING 
Capitol (14) 
A Duval Co 
Joe Penner 
Zelda Bros 
(7) 


The Cossacks 
Mack Harold & B 
Harmon & Sans 
Geo Beaty 
Harrison Circus 
WILMINGTON 
Queens (17) 
4 Robeys 
(Others to fill) 
YORK, PA. 
Strand (14) 
J. B. Stanley Co 
Wilson Bros 
Huber 
(7) 


Keo Taki & Y¥ 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Bert Walton 





London 





Week Jan. 4 


aemeeme > | M. H. 


(7-9) 
Comtesse Tarano 
Oliver Hardwicke 
Stewart Bros 
Rome & Leonard 


New Victoria 
Miller & Wilson 
Kafka, Stan’ & M'e 


Kit-Kat Rest. 
Petulengro & L’ Bd 
8 Sherman F" Girls 
Company as booked 

STRATFORD 

Broadway 
The Andos Family 
David Poole 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Wright & Marion 
Lillian Burgiss 
SHEP’ERDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Myron Pearl 3 
EDGWARE ROAD 
Grand 
Valliere & Page 
Carltons 
Astoria Dance Hall 
Company as booked 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
4 Brownie Boys 
Victoria Sis 
PECKHAM 
Tower 
Joe Fearon 
Peel & Curtis 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
8 Creighton B's 

B Evetts 
Pagan Trio 

TOTTENHAM 

Palace 
Bennett & Williams 
Blum & Blum 

MILE END 


Comtesse Tarano 








Oliver Hardwicke & 
Stewart Bros 
Rome & Leonard 


(7-9) 
Adey & June 
Rhythm Boys 


VICTORIA 
Palace 

Nervotknox 
Victoria Girls 
Sam Mayo 
Williams & Alden 
Eddie Gray 
Geo Durante 
Chas Austin 
‘Windmill Man’ 


FINSBURY PR. 
Empire 

Houston Sis 
Mayer & Kitson 
Billy Rey 
8 Geltners 
Jane Ayr & lLesli: 
Scott Sanders 
Haig & Esco 
Alma Victoria 


ASTORIA 
Brixton 


P Graham & C' C 


Old Kent Road 
‘H M § Astoria’ 
David Evans 8 
Rego Twins 
Gene Morelle 
Dennis Four 
Charles Rolfe 


Finsbury Park 


Herschel Henlere 
De Biere 


Streatham 
‘Darkie Paradise’ 
David Evans 8 
Eva Hudson 
Chris Wortman 
Graham Crawford 
Sarroni Sis 
Buddy 


— 








Provincial 











BRADFORD 
New Victoria 
Les Trois Matas 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Welsh Miners 
Graham & Douglas 
BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Chefalo 
Low & Ellis 
M & H Nesbitt 
Page & Parkes 
Zigfield Girls 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Layton & Johnston 


Payne & Hilliard 

Max Miller 

Togo 

Kalynona Kay 

Morris & Cowley 

El Ray 

Will Power & Page 
HULL 


Palace 
Doris Hare 
Harold Walden 
Bu-Bu 
Lington Sis 
Singing Newsboys 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Herchel Henlere 
Williams & Pam 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Arts 


Danny Yates Orch 





Ruth Goodwin 

Ivon Bouvier 
Alma-Guido 

Louis Barsoni 
Trazato 

Central P’rk Casino 
Morton Downey 
Velos & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Orch 


Connie’s Inn 
Fats Waller Bd 


Oakland’s Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 
Parker & Babb 
A‘ta Winston 
Frances Mildren 
Mack Owens Orch 
Nat Club 
LaBelle Rose 
Nutsy Fagan 
Eton Boys 
Jerry Bergen 


Louise Cook Arthur Wilson 
Cora Green Al Parker 

Mae Alex Helen Manning 
Baby Cox Enoch Light Orch 


Glennie Cheesman 

Paul Meeres 

Snakehips Tucker 

Lois Deppe 

Hal Bokay 

3 Sepia Songbirds 

8 Rhythm Kings 
Cotton Club 

Cab Calloway 

Leitha Hill 

Aida Ward 

Cora La Redd 

Henri Wessel 

Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Wells M'rd’cal & T 

Bailey & Wilson 

Bernice Short 

Elmer Turner 

Jimmy Baskette 

Bobby Sawyer 

Norman Astwood 


El Chico 
Manuel Gomez Bd 
Carmencita Salazar 
Spavento 
Trio Crillos 
Brito Br'vo C’nsino 
Fi’llyw’d Restaur’nt 
Maria Gamberelli 
Reri 
Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 
3 Speeds 
Caesar & Mimi 
Al Katz Orch 
Janssen Hofbrau 
Harry Hatts, M C 
Myrna Waverly 
Burns & Swanson 
Mann Sis 
Noyce Sis 
Betty Leonard 

Little Club 


Paramount Grill 
Geo Givot 
Bernard & Rich 
Addie Seamon 
Jimmy Ray 
Robert Dawson 
Gold & Raye 


Club Plaza 


Josephine Earl 
Ray Hart 
Patsy Shaw 
Diana Dearing 
Volmer Sis 
Ruth Kidd 
Ray Sis 
Alvin Sis 
Iris Brynes 
Eddie Ashman Or 
Russian Arts 
Misha Markoff 
Sascha Leonoff 
Gypsy Markoff 
Paul Haakon 
Balalaika Bd 


Strollers Club 


Nan Blackstone 
Joey Ray 
Maurice & Cordoba 


Village Barn 


Riley & Comfort 
Luther & Nell 
Fred Byron 
Hollywood Horse 
Josh Medders 

Paul Miller 

Barney Grant 
Arthur Rogers 
Chester Gunnels 
Dave Abrams’ Orch 


Village Mill 


Ev’l’n Nesbit Thaw 
Ernie Goldman 


Jack Osterman Lou Springer 
Ambassadeur Dusty Rhodes 
Effie Burton Jimmie O'Keefe 


Anita 

Edna May Morris 

Hortense Millier 

Karolyn Snowden 

Al Handler Orch 
Blackhawk 

Gagnon & Broghton 

Frank Sayer 

Jack Law 

Bob Parker 

Claire Powell 


Charlie Agnew Or 
Frolics 
Jack Waldron 
Vercelle Sis 
Myrtle Gordon 
LaFayette & LaV 
Doris Lenihan 
Ted Cook Orch 
Grand Terrace 
Billy Mitchell 
Jennie Dancer 


Sig Buehl Vivian Brown 

Doris Robbins Maud Russell 

Herbie Kay Orch Earl Hines Orch 
Cafe de Alex Paramount Club 


Milla Dominguez 

Paco Parafan 

Silvano R Ramos 

Morrelli Sis 

M. Castillian Orch 
Club Alabam 

Gypsy Lenore 

Henry Mack 

Mary Thorn 

Phil Villani 

Del Estes 

Al Wagner 

Billy Myers 

Elmer Schoebel 

Frank Furlett O 
Club Dixie 


Ivan Morrow 
Helen Naif 
Jean Boaz 
Peggy Moore 
Sid Lang Orch 
Planet Mars 
Texas Guinan 
Laurette Adams 
Eleanor Smith 
Rosemary Sill 
Inez Purdy 
Fleurette 
Jean Burke 
Dorothy Wahl 
Esther Lloyd 
Cherie & Tomasita 


Joe Allen Eula Jarvis 
Chickie Bashelle Judith Dean 
Ruby Abbott Irving Sewitt Or 
Dotty LeRoy Rubaiyat 


Jimmy Noone Orch 
College Inn 
Frank Prince 
Blanche & Elliot 
Charlotte Arren 
Pat Kennedy 
Genevieve Irwin 
Ben Bernie Orch ,. 
Colosimos 
Mary Stone 
Herbie Vogel 
Chickie Stanley 
Henrique & Peggy 
Elvira Morton 
Jimmy Meo Orch 
Congress Hotel 
L’ Tova-Veauvelle 
Virginia Cooper 
Carolyn Snowden 
Paul Specht Orch 
Edgewater Beach 
Irene Taylor 
Jane Vance 
Stanley Jacobson 


Johnny Lee 
Harry Lindin 
Jane Angel 
Dottie Dale 
Bernice St John 
Eddie South Orch 
Terrace Garden 
Merinoffs 
Bernice Taylor 
38 Tan Tippers 
Don Pedro Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Jack Edwards 
Nelle Nelson 
Darlene Walders 
Reno & Renette 
Madelon McKenzie 
Lowree & Evert 
Leo Wolf Orch 
Winter Garden 
Freddie Bernard 
Rita Delano 
J & E Torrence 
I Aaronson Orch 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 
316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment ot 


CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 
15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid 
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OUTDOORS 


}ARIETY 63 








CHARLES COLE, EX-PAN 
MGR., DIES PENNILESS 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

Charles Cole, 54, former finan- 
cial agent and general manager for 
Alexander Pantages, died at the 
Windsor Hospital, Glendale, Cal., 
Jan. 5, after a long illness, 

Cole was associated with Pan- 
tages in Alaska and came to Seattle 
with him when he first established 
the Pantages circuit. 

At the time of his death, Cole 
was reported to be penniless though 
at one time supposed to be wealthy. 
He is survived by a widow. 








GRANT SIMPSON DEAD 


Husband of Lulu McConnell Suc- 
cumbs After Long Fight 





Funeral service were held in New 
York Jan. 8 for Grant M. Simpson, 
48, who died in Asheville, N. C., 
after an illness of two years, He 
was well known in musical comedy 
and vaudeville, in which he had ap- 
peared with his wife, Lulu Mec- 
Connell. 

Born in Sioux Falls, S. D., he 
began his stage career with a Kan- 
sas City stock, working his way to 
Broadway, where he appeared in the 
1922 ‘Follies’, ‘Poor Little Rich Girl’, 
‘Passing Show of 1925’, ‘Peggy Ann’ 
and others. He had also played in 
pictures. 

He is survived by his widow and 
a son, William G. Simpson, also an 
actor. 





Freeman, Balaban In-Law, 
Heart Victim in Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 11, 


Abe Freeman, 62, theatre broker. 
died here Dec. 30 of heart failure. 
Freeman, head of the Theatrical 
Development Co., was a brother-in- 
law of Barney Balaban, of Publix- 
B. & K. 

Widow survives with 
Chicago. 


burial in 





Gene Hill Dead 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Gene Hill, 68, former legit pro- 
ducer and husband of Maude 
Eburne, out here in pictures, died 
Jan. 7, in Hollywood. 
Besides the widow, a 19-year-old 
daughter survives. 





VET TENT PLAYER PASSES 


Dallas, Jan. 11. 

Mrs. Lou Frances Owens, veteran 
tent show player, died at Paris, 
Tex. 

Death ended a picturesque 25 
year grind on the canvas wheel 
throughout the southwest with her 
husband, Grant Owens. 





Peter Walsh, 25, trombonist in 
Jan Garber’s orchestra, was found 
dead in his room during a barn- 
storming tour. He was reputed to 
have threatened to commit suicide, 
according to Pat Kelly, a fellow 
member of the band, who took a 
razor blade away from him, but 
death appears to have been due to 
alcoholism. 


B. A. McFall, drummer, died in 
Dallas, Tex., following a short ill- 
ness. He was a brother of Johnnie 
McFall, pop band leader. 


Jean Moore, 28, assistant treas- 
surer at various Hollywood legit 
houses, died of acute indigestion at 
her home in Hollywood, Cal. 





Mother, 50, of Jerry Jarrette, 
comedienne, died in Los Angeles 
Dec. 29. Miss Jarrette is in New 


York. 


James J. Forbes, 82, old time stage 
hand and member of local I.A.T.S.E., 


killed by an auto last week in San 
Francisco. 





P. Affra, 73, died on the Riviera, 
Where he had retired several years 


ago. He had been a noted singer 
at the Opera. 


Pierre Laprade, 56, noted French 


Bainter, died from congestion of the 
brain, 





Father of Irving Kauffman, radio 
Singer, died at his home in Syra- 
Cuse, N. Y., last week. 


Mother of Georgie Stoll, orches- 


_ leader, died in Los Angeles, 
van, 6 


— 





ALYCE McCORMICK DIES 


Film and Stage Player Started as 
Street Singer in Omaha 








Alyce McCormick, stage and pic- 
tures, who died in Hollywood Jan. 
6 of pneumonia, was a member of 
the Volunteers of America, singing 
on the streets of Omaha with her 
parents, Col. and Mrs. F. A. Me- 
Cormick, of the Booth organization. 

She was. given a screen test by 
Marshall Nielan while attending a 
convention of the Volunteers in Hol- 
lywood, and in 1923 won a Nebraska 
beauty contest. She later joined 
the chorus of a Shubert show at 
the Winter Garden, ‘Dancing Girl. 

Miss McCormick worked in pic- 
tures and also appeared in a Zieg- 


feld ‘Follies’. While with Ziegfeld 
she was confused with another 
Alice McCormick, named as co- 


respondent in a divorce suit against 
an 83-year-old millionaire. 

Returning to pictures she was 
seen in Pathe serials, and in 1928 
changed her. name to Joy Auburn 
for numerological reasons and as 
such appeared with Tom Mix, but 
changed back to her own name for 
her latest appearances in ‘Franken- 
stein’, ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ and 
‘The Mysterious Mr. X’. Her pa- 
rents are now resident in Oakland, 
Cal. 





Lincoln Loper Dies 


Lincoln Loper, 47, well known 
non-pro among Broadway theatrical 
people, died suddenly of heart dis- 
ease in New York Jan. 8. 

Once a music publisher, Loper 
for the last several years had been 
in the electrical fixture business. 
He was not married. 


FUND BURIES ROLLAND 


Gustave Rolland, 56, who died 
Jan. 6 in Lenox Hill hospital, New 
York, of a complication of diseases, 
was buried in Calvary Cemetery by 
the Actors’ Fund, which had cared 
for him through his last illness. 

Rolland was born in Toulon, 
France, and made his first Amer- 





ican appearance with Blanche 
Bates, subsequently supporting 


Alice Brady, Katherine Cornell and 
others. His last engagement was 
with Al Jolson in ‘Wonder Bar.’ 





Mrs. Mishler Dead 
Altoona, Jan, 11. 
Mrs. Mary Drass Mishler, 71, wife 

of I. C. “Doc” Mishler, veteran the- 

atre owner and operator, died 

Thursday (7) after having been ill 

for a week. 





Mansfeldt, Pianist, Dead 
San Francisco, Jan. 11. 

Following a long illness, Hugo 
Mansfeldt, 87, pianist, died at his 
home here Jan. 1. 

A pupil and friend of Franz Liszt, 
he was married four times and was 
divorced by Hazel Helma Hess last 
August. 





J. G. Alexander Dies 
Hollywood, Jan. 11, 
J. Grubb Alexander, 45, scenarist 
with Warners the past five years 
died of pneumonia today. 
He is survived by his widow. 





Mother of Sanford Greenberger, 
of the Little Carnegie, died Jan. 6 
at the Neurological Inst., N. Y. 


Mother, 78, of E. 
NBC singer in the 
studios, died. 


Harold Dana, 
San Francisco 





Literati 
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publisher of ‘Liberty,’ he also su- 
pervised the Macfadden newspapers 
and helped to establish the Phila- 
delphia ‘Daily News’ and _ other 
dailies in the Macfadden chain. 


Real Names of Authors 

Graham Seton, author of ‘Colone) 
irant’s Tomorrow,’ is Graham Se- 
ton Hutchinson. John Jervis Con- 
nington, ‘The Sweepstake Murders,’ 
is Alfred Walter Stewart. Maristan 
Chapman, ‘The Weather Tree,’ is 
the combination of Mary and Stan- 
ley Chapman. B. M. Bower, 
‘Laughing Water,’ is Mrs. Bertha 
Muzzy Sinclair-Cowan. 


Macfadden Acquisitions 

Fly & McKinnon have turned over 
their ‘Complete Detective Novel’ and 
‘Complete Western Novel’ (maga- 
zine) units to the Bernarr Macfad- 
den organization. 

They are being handled now in 
the office of the ‘Evening Graphic,’ 
Mac’s New York tab daily, editorial 





supervision being supplied by 
‘Graphic’ staff people. 


Burned to Death 

Don Drohan, 31, former newspa- 
perman, was burned to death in St. 
Louis when his bed clothes caught 
fire. Out of work for more than a 
year, Drohan once worked for the 
St. Louis ‘Times,’ International 
News and United Press. 

He is survived by a brother and 
sister, 


Chatter 

Advertising appropriation for Ben 
Ames Williams’ “Honeyflow” is 
$2500, a lot of money these book 
publishing days. 

New book price low is 29 cents a 
copy which a chain of book shops 
has set for recent unused copies of 
fiction and other works. 

Macy’s has gone book publisher, 
getting out a number of classics 
with its own name on them. Ques- 
tion whether the store will cutrate 
its own books. 

As Diana Patrick, Mrs. Desema 
Newman Wilson has had her 16th 
novel published. Title, “The Time 
of Gold.” 

James Waterman Wise regards 
Sidney Wallach as opposition. 

Ray Long away. 

William King writes in longhand 
because he can’t manipulate a type- 
writer in bed. 

George Jean Nathan may seek an- 
other publisher, 

Horace Liveright, Inc., now minus 
the “Horace.” 

Jean Mithoefer editing that new 
mag, “Underworld Romances.” 

Eugene V. Brewster now a lit- 
erary agent. 

The pieces written by the late 
Stuart Sherman when he was book 
editor of what is now the ‘Herald 
Tribune,’ are to be issued in book 
form. 

Arthur Stringer mixing with the 
poetry groups. 

Faith Baldwin 
dullah collabing. 

The new Rian James book, ‘Hat 
Check Girl,’ will be out in March. 

Valentine Williams and his wife 
have the swankiest quarters of any 
scribblers in town. 

Louis Berg has had his “rst novel 
accepted, which scores another for 
an ex-newspaperman. 

Phyllis Gordon Demarest, dotter 
of William Demarest, the comic, has 
had a novel accepted by Macaulay. 

Russel Crouse sailed for a vaca- 
tion. 

Morris Markey touring the coun- 
try for ‘McCall’s,’ the mag, for a 
series of pieces on industrialism. 

Putnam, Farrar & Rinehart and 
Doubleday Doran each bringing out 
a book by Colette this winter. Co- 
lette girl is the famous Edgar Wal- 
lace in point of activity. 

Lionel Olner will smoke a pipe, 
even if it kills him. 

With the ‘Decameron’ out of the 
obscene classification, almost every 
reprint publisher getting out an edi- 
tion of the classic. 

Elizabeth Cobb, Irvin’s girl, doing 
a mystery story with Margaret Case 
Morgan. They have a publisher al- 
ready. 

If Clarence Darrow could get a 
biog, why not Max D. Steuer? 
Hence, Richard O. Boyer is doing 
Steuer’s story. 

Emily P. Street out of Stokes and 
over to William Morrow as a mem- 
ber of the Morrow directorate. 

Ethel M. Dell the Garbo of scrib- 
blers. No interviews and abso- 
lutely no photos. 

Because the author of that forth- 
coming Mohawk book, ‘Hitlerism; 
the Iron Fist In Germany,’ wants to 
make another German trip soon, his 
real name won't go on the volume 
when it’s published. He's a college 
prof here. 

Ben Lucian Burman sailed last 
week. Also Norman Lindsay. Also 
George Ochs-Oakes. 

Harold Bell Wright doing his au- 
tobiography. Gertrude Atherton has 
already completed hers, 

Emma Gelders Sterne dramatizing 
W. H. Hudson's ‘Green Mansions.’ 

Joel Sayre, having landed that 
short story in the ‘Amerimerk’ may 
now better be able to place his 
novel. 

Arthur Hoerl has a cottage at 
Manhattan Beach these wintry days. 

Norman Anthony has written a 
play. 

Homer Croy’s new one is a Holly- 
wood story. 

R. C. Sherriff sticking to prose 
for the time being, none of his stage 
pieces following ‘Journey’s End’ 4do- 
ing so well. 

Don Herold's book about his Eu- 
ropean trip is illustrated by him- 
self. 

Even Charles Yale Harrison talk- 
ing to those literary gatherings now. 
Had been the sole hold-out, 


and Achmed Ab- 


r 


Promotion for 





London Legit 
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Murray Anderson's show 
like a smash and got about 6,000} 
pounds ($20,400) its first week. | 
That’s nearly capacity, and advance | 
bookings are plenty heavy, includ- 
ing a 20,000 pounds ($68,000) buy 
by the ticket specs. 
Lyceum—'Cinderella.’ 
son money-zgetter. About 5,000 
pounds ($17,000) and will hang on} 
till the end of February. 
Lyric—‘Autumn Crocus.’ Only 
breaking even now after a long and 
healthy run. About 1,200 pounds 
($4,080) and folds Jan, 23. Nothing | 
scheduled to follow. 
Palladium—‘Peter Pan.’ Getting} 
about 2,400 pounds ($8,160), which 
is that much added sugar for the | 


opened 





Usual sea- 


Pall., with it’s vaude shows doing | 
okay. 

Phoenix ‘Counsel's Opinion.’ 
Lost out by transferring from the | 
Strand, with takings now down to} 
a mere 800 pounds ($2,720). Will | 
fold shortly, with a new Laurilard 


show replacing. 

Piccadilly—‘Alexander and Mose,’ 
minstrel show. Bad flop at around 
300 pounds ($1,020) for six matinees. 

Prince Edward—'Millionaire Kid.’ 
Losing heavily, with gross only 
about 800 pounds ($2,720) and Lad- 
die Cliff getting a 1,200 pound 
($4,080) salary guurantee. 

Prince of Wales—‘She Passed 
Through.’ Only about 500 pounds 
($1,700), with management anxious 
for a new production. 

Princes—‘Peg o’ My Heart.’ An- 
other unfortunate revival. Getting 
about 300 pounds ($1,020) and will 
fold any minute, 

Queen’s—‘Farmer’s Wife.’ Four- 
week revival, getting about 800 
pounds ($2,720). ‘Immortal Hour’ 
will follow. 

Royalty—‘Champion North’ eve- 
nings and ‘Buckie’s-Bear’ matinees. 
Both are unnecessary and getting 
about 300 pounds ($1,020) in all. 

Saville—‘For the Love of Mike.’ 
Jack Waller’s solo venture is mak- 
ing heavy coin with about a 3,000 
pound ($10,200) clip. 

Shaftesbury—‘Midshipmaid.’ Still 
in the money, with takings nuw to- 
taling 1,200 pounds ($4,080). 

Scala—‘Alf’s Button.’ Another 
losing revival. About 300 pounds 
($1,020). 

Strand—‘It’s a Girl.” Henson and 
Howard combination not so good 
here as in ‘It’s a Boy,’ which pre- 
ceded, but getting over 2,000 pounds 
($6,800), which means profit. 





Saint Martin’s—‘Nelson Touch.’ 
Making a profit at 600 pounds 
($2,040). 


Whitehall—‘Gay Andventure.’ Not 
Walter Hackett’s best, but hleped 
by a ‘Daily Mail’ extensive plug on 
Seymour Hicks. About 1,800 pounds 
($6,120). 

Winter Garden—‘Walk This Way.’ 
A Gracie Fields’ family affair and 
cleaning up to the tune of 3,000 
pounds ($10.200). 

Wyndham’s—‘Case of the Fright- 
ened Lady.’ Still around 1,200 
pounds ($4,080), good. Figured to 
hang on without trouble till Edgar 
Wallace returns with a new play. 


STUNT FLIER CRASHES 
Dallas, Jan. 11. 
Robert Gunn, 20, pro stunt flyer, 
was seriously injured in a crack-up 
at Waco, Tex., during an air circus. 
His machine nose dived 1,500 feet 
before several thousand spectators. 
Home is in Liberal, Kans. 











Defers Left Bank Project 

Paris, Jan, 1. 
Edward Titus has 
postponed opening his American 
theatre on the Left Bank until 
March. Reason given is that build- 
ing permits have interfered. 

Scheme for Jimmie Light to pro- 
duce fell through, as well as several 
others, including a proposed revival 
of the Provincetown Players, 


Columbia Wheel 


Week Jan. 11 


Bare Facts—Gayety, Washington. 
Big Fun Show—Empire, Toronto. 
Big Rev—Route No. 1. 
Bohemians—Apollo, New York. 
Facts and Figures—L. O. 
Flapper Follies—Gayety, Baltimore. 
Footlight Flashes — Trocadero, Philadel- 
hi 


Frivolities of 1932—L. O, 


Once again 





Giggiles—Star, Brooklyn. 
Girls from Follies--Gayety, Brooklyn. 
Girls in Blue—Academy, Pittsburgh, 


Hi Ho Everybody—Gayety, Detroit. 
Hollywood Honeys—Orpheum, Paterson, 
Kuddling Kuties—Cameo, Cleveland. 
London Gayety Girls — Hudson, Union 
City. 

Nite Life in Paris—Empire, Newark. 
Novelties of 1932—Star and Garter, Chi- 
cago. 


Playin’ Around—Empire, Toledo, 





+ 


| Flesher Frank 


Summer Sporting Carnival Under 


Reno by Dempsey 





Reno, Jan. 11. 

With Jack Dempsey and his man- 
ager, Leonard Sacks, parked in the 
background pulling the strings the 
machinery was set in motion during 
the past few days for putting ona 
carnival in Reno next and 
that 
ever attempted in 


spring 
anything 
of the 


summer will eclipse 
this part 
universe. 

The 


through as scheduled, will be a 20- 


opening card, if plans go 


iround battle between Dempsey and 


Primo Carnera with a Reno busi- 


ness men’s committee acting as 
promoters of contest. The fight 
will take place on Memorial Day 


and is set early to start the crowds 
moving this way. 

After the fight, which the pro- 
moters say will draw 50,000 fans to 
Reno, the city can take care of it- 
self during the balance of the sum- 
mer and fall as the tourists will 
flock here again. 

100 G’s on the Line 

James McKay, close friend of 
Dempsey and the big noise in 
Reno’s many liberal rackets, has 
laid 100 grand on the line as his 
contribution to the fund needed to 
handle the preliminary promotion 
activities for the fight. He wants 
the business men of Reno to put 
up another hundred with the under- 
standing donations will be returned 
from the first money taken in for 
tickets. 

Though Dempsey, Sacks and Mc- 
Kay stirred up the business inter- 
ests here and got them working on 
the fight plan Dempsey has not in- 
dicated yet how much he wants to 
step into the ring against the 
Italian curiosity. 

‘Make us a proposition and we'll 
meet you more than half way,’ 
Sacks told the business men and a 
proposition will be ready to pre- 
sent within a few days. 

It is possible that Dempsey will 
sign to fight here for a large cut 
of the gate receipts as Sacks in- 
sists that a Dempsey-Carnera fight 
would gross $650,000 in Reno at $20 
top and $5 minimum. 





Good Leapers Wanted 





Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Clause calling for performers to 
double at ‘leaping’ is being placed 
in contracts for the Denny Curtis 
circus. It’s the belief among circus 
men that leaping, which has been 
out of vogue for two decades, is due 
for a comeback. And circus per- 
formers laying off around town are 
practicing long-jumping. 

The Curtis circus, which opens 
for Shrine shows in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul in late February, will 
have 20 leapers. Two specialists, 
Grover McCade and Gregory, will 
receive extra billing for their long- 
hopping. 
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BEST BOX OFFICE BET 


IN AMERICA 


The Sensational Return to the Stage of 


MARION 


ROBERTS 


THE FAMOUS ZIEGFELD BEAUTY 





READ WHAT THE PRESS SAID: 


Police reserves were called to handle the crowds when Marion (“Kiki”) Roberts 
made her first stage apearance, since the gangster’s murder, at the Academy of 
Music yesterday. 

More than 1,500 persons stood in line at the theatre before the doors opened at 11 A. M, 
When Miss Roberts made the first of her five daily appearances the house was sold out and 


there were 250 standees. 
DOESN’T MENTION DIAMOND 


In a few lines of dialogue with Jerry Franks, a radio entertainer, who introduced her to 
the audiences, Miss Roberts made no mention of Diamond. 

With two banjoists as her accompanists, Miss Roberts, after a brief speech, went into 
a dance routine. When her act had ended, the applause of her audiences drew her back for 
several bows. 

“She is a better box office bet than Peaches Browning,” Lew Preston, the theatre man- 
ager, declared, “and Peaches was the best I ever had here.” 


—The N. Y. “Daily News.” 


MARION ROBERTS SCORES IN STAGE COMEBACK 


The first performance with Kiki as headliner took place at high noon and the size and 
interest of the audience should have been a lesson to any scouts who came down from Broad- 
way where the theatre people are forever lamenting that the picture shows are ruining them 
and that the stage has fallen on evil days. In and around the Fourteenth Street theatre, 
they might have seen for themselves that the theatre is far from dead. 

All they have to do is to give the public what it wants. The management at the Acad- 
emy of Music pointed this out in discussing the prospects for Kiki, The place was jammed 
today for Kiki. Get celebrities on the boards and the show business booms. 

At 8 o’clock this morning nearly 1,000 persons, mostly men, were lined up on the side- 
walk waiting, although it was known that the doors wouldn’t open until 9 o’clock. At 11:30 
there were hundreds of standees jammed inside the ropes which had been drawn tight in 
expectation of such a crowd. 


—The N. Y. “Eve. Post.” 


“Kiki” Roberts returned to the stage for the first time in a year today in a nov- 
elty dance at a 14th St. vaudeville and motion picture house. 

ee 500 and 600 persons waited from 8 A. M. until the doors opened about 11:30 
to see her. 

“Kiki,” in a black and silver dance costume, appeared at.12:15 and did some old dances 
she used to do in the “Follies,” being warmly applauded at the conclusion. 


—New York “Evening Journal.” 
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